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Madelyn Gardner, the
granddaughter of our

secretary Tanya Gardner,
decided that she was going to

collect pennies from family
and friends and donate the
money to FOSS!  What an

amazingly giving heart this
young lady has.  She

collected $70.12 in PENNIES.  
She and her grandmother

rolled all of the pennies.  That
is a LOT of pennies!  Way to

go Madelyn!!  We are so VERY
proud of you!

Penny Campaign 

We certainly packed a LOT into this month!  It was a good thing there
was an extra day in February this year because we needed it.  From a
GREAT adoption month, visits from a school, huge month of planning
this year’s fundraising and the list goes on.  You guys stepped up to

the plate and made the launch of our Virtual Foster Pet Parent
Program AMAZING!    Thank all of you for this success.  Stay tuned
each month to make one of our sweeties your “virtual” pet.  As we

jump into March, be sure to stop by on March 16th from 10-2 to see
how you can volunteer and become a part of our volunteer team.  
The end date for the ““paver project “ is approaching fast, please
visit www.friendsofstokesshelter.com and click the link to order

yours today.  We hope that you enjoy this month’s newsletter.  If no
one has told you this lately, YOU GUYS ARE AMAZING AND WE

APPRECIATE YOU!
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Katie Found Her “People”
Katie came to FOSS on October 18, 2023.  Her person had passed and she

ended up at the Stokes County Animal Shelter.  This super sweet girl was so
confused.  She didn’t care for other dogs, so this made her placement a little
more challenging.  She had several meet and greets and loved the people that

she met but the fact that she needed to be an “only dog” would be a
detriment for them to choose her.  She continued to blossom at FOSS and our
volunteer Kim Hutchens knew exactly who Katie’s people were.  Mr. and Mrs.
Lewis came on February 18, 2024, to meet Katie.  She immediately fell in love

with them and they fell in love with her!!  It was an amazing sight.  We walked
them out to the truck and she jumped right in, as if she had been doing it for

years.  Mrs. Lewis said that when she got home she made it her own and
settled in as if she grew up in their house.  It is stories like this that make our

hearts so VERY happy and confirms what we always say to each animal,
“Their person will come”.  

FOSS Team
Board Members

Mike Barsness - Chair
open- Vice Chair

         Caleb Swaim - Treasurer
Tanya Gardner - Secretary 
Fran Hollis – Facilities Chair

Kate Waterman - Fundraising Chair
Aaron Sisco

Cindy Holby - Marketing Chair
Part-Time Employees

Emily Burgess – Animal Operations Manager
Renea Brown – FOSS Services Manager

Tonya Palmer – Kennel Assistant
Crystal Finney - Kennel Assistant
Bethany Woods – Kennel Assistant

Volunteer Coordinators
Lorrie Bennett – Volunteer Coordinator
Katie Winfrey – Volunteer Coordinator
Cindy Taylor – Human-Animal Relations

Coordinator
Along with 30+ active

volunteers!!

Look who got 
adopted in February

Virtual Fosters’ Program

Marigold
Biscuit
Oakley
Lark

Willow
Skye

Cappuccino
Katie

Sparrow
PBFloyd

Ellis
Reuben
Rusty

Cinnamon
SiriusBlack

Frosty
Biscotti
Duchess 
Arthur

WOW!!!  You guys made the launching of the Virtual foster
program a huge success!!  Thank you so much for your
support.  Around the 15th of every month, the pups and

kitties will be back up for Virtual foster care.  We will do our
very best to send you email updates.  Again, thank you for
always stepping up when we come up with ways to make
sure we can keep doing what we do best, saving as many

pets as we can!!

Kylene is a sweet 2 year oldKylene is a sweet 2 year oldKylene is a sweet 2 year old
spayed female.spayed female.spayed female.      She is veryShe is veryShe is very

loving and would love to haveloving and would love to haveloving and would love to have
her own home to play in.her own home to play in.her own home to play in.      

Apply today atApply today atApply today at
www.friendsofstokesshelter.comwww.friendsofstokesshelter.comwww.friendsofstokesshelter.com
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John Kiger adopted
Willow to be a part
of our family. She
is blending quite

well, meeting what
we think will be
one of her fur

friends and chilling
with her new toy
🥰. We love her!💕

1st Annual 
Putts for Pets

Students Visit FOSS
We had the pleasure of spending time with 8 chosen students from

Walnut Cove Elementary.  These young girls and boys were some of the
most well mannered children that we have met!  They split into groups

of 2 and took turns reading to our resident puppies and our kitties.  
They did an amazing job and to see the smiles on their faces, was icing

on the cake.  They read the puppies to sleep and the kitties were super
relaxed.  Thank you to Mrs. Williams and her the entire staff of Walnut
Cove Elementary for being such a wonderful influence on these young
minds.  They plan on coming every other Wednesday until the end of the

school year. 

Willow Stealing Hearts
from Willow’s 

new mom



FOSS Donation Wall
We sincerely apologize for any errors or omissions. Please contact (336) 914-9270 or fossservicesmanager@gmail.com with any

corrections or questions. 

1111 Dodgetown Rd.
Walnut Cove, NC 27052

www.friendsofstokesshelter.com

Page 4

If you would like to send a donation in honor or
in memory of a loved one, please send it to: 

 Friends of Stokes Shelter
1111 Dodgetown Rd. 

 Walnut Cove, NC 27052

Recurring Donors
Elizabeth Trumpie

Lisa Tutterow
Karen Coleman
Robin Amos

Sandra Kollar
Robert Barnett
Barbara Self

Emily Ann Williams
Candi Carter

Tammy Meadows

Grants & monthly donor

Karen Fulscher 
Vicki Lathery

Larry Greenwood

Special Thanks  
 

DonationsIn Honor of People

AND FOR ALL OF
 THE AMAZON WISH LIST

PURCHASES

Simone 
If you follow our Facebook page, you will see that our sweet Simone has been in the
spotlight.  If you “google” New Lease on Life-deaf Dog, you will see that she has
been featured in several news reports.  We were honored when NLOL chose her to
join their incoming training session.  She joined the New Lease on Life Program on

January 22, 2024, and she has proven to them that she is an amazing girl.  Simone is
deaf so she needed a trainer to be paired up with.  That is exactly what NLOL has
given her.  If you haven’t already done so, check them out at www.paw-alliance.org.  
Simone is set to graduate on March 27th.  She still needs a home, so jump on their

website and apply today!

Beth Beatty
Stokes County Retired School Personell

Ben Eubanks
     Karen Fulscher
Judy Sipes
     Bill Taylor

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Wilson
Stokes Early College Interact Club

Karen Reid
Terry Comer

Maddie Gardner
Wendy Harper
Deborah Dodson

Cynthia Wadkinson
Jeanette Burleson

Kim Hutchens
Lauren Osterman

Deb Fox
Kathryn Ball
Cjccroberts

Lorrie Bennett
Gina Oligmueller
Courtney Dwyer
Sandra Henriques

Jessica Lucy Lawrence
Hannahplus2
Rose Oakes

Green Berries Farm

mailto:fossservicesmanager@gmail.com
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Our Volunteers Are AMAZING
March 

Birthdays

Volunteer of the Month

Only a Few Months Left

February
volunteer hours

He is doing great and we adore him 😁 

He is a happy boy… he loves his toys,

enjoys snuggles on the couch, loves his

yard and even enjoys riding in the van

to pick the kids up from school.

Erika Podhajser 
Erika is not only a volunteer, she is a GREAT foster

mom, mom of 3 and an all around wonderful
person.  Erika brings her 3 kids in with her to

volunteer and teaches them the importance of
giving back.  This is also their “reading time”.  

They read to the animals  and live in them as well.   
Congratulations Erika!!  It is well deserved.

There are a couple more months until the end of our paver campaign.  We
came up with the idea last year and it has “slowly” been coming to life.  
With 2 months left, we need everyone to put on their thinking caps and

choose who they could buy a paver to honor or memorialize a loved one.  
Once the number of bricks is finalized, we will decide the final place in

the play-yard Where your pavers will be placed.  they will become a
permanent part of the FOSS Adoption Center.  Please visit our website

www.friendsof stokesshelter.com and click on the paver project link.  

We have been busy in February.  Not only have we planned a golf tournament and
created our event list of where we will be this year, BUT we have set the date and

venue for our 2024 Gala!!  This year, it will be on October 26, 2024, at Luna
Trail’s Event Center in Westfield.  Stay tuned for more info.  Be sure to come visit

us at 
*Meet Me on Main - April 27th                    *SpringFest - May 18th

680.25  hours

Sasha Makes it Home
Update on sweet Sasha….  When we received the call that

Sasha had been startled when her dad fell, while hiking with
her, our hearts sank just as his did.  She is a timid girl and she
has come so far with her dad.  He has shown her so much love

and patience and she was feeling safe in her new home.  He
was FOUND on Friday, March 1st!!!  Thanks to some wonderful

people who put food out for her and contacted her worried
dad.  He had placed an ad in a pet finder.  When he was

contacted, he put his car in the location where she had been
seen, left the doors open and when he came back 30-45

minutes later, SHE WAS IN THE CAR!  He said she was doing
well, just tired.  What an amazing ending!  It takes a village.  

Thank you “village”!  We know that her superstar sister,
Simone, will be so happy that her sister is safe.

Beacon Up
By: Laura Melvin

Save The Date

3rd   - Bryce Hairston
20th - Annie Mitchell
24th - Erika Podhajser
25th - Lynne Burnette
25th - Pat Anderson


