Thoughts to Ponder

When the apostle John wrote to brethren in the first century, he encouraged them,
saying, “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but prove the spirits, whether they are of
God; because many false prophets are gone out into the world” (1 Jn. 4:1).

In like manner, Jude said, “Beloved, while I was giving all diligence to write unto
you of our common salvation, I was constrained to write unto you exhorting you to
contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered unto the saints. For
there are certain men crept in privily, even they who were of old written of
beforehand unto this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into
lasciviousness, and denying our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ” (Jude 1:3-4).

And again, the apostle Paul spoke of, “false apostles, deceitful workers, fashioning
themselves into apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for even Satan fashioneth
himself into an angel of light. It is no great thing therefore if his ministers also
fashion themselves as ministers of righteousness, whose end shall be according to
their works” (2 Cor. 11:13-15).

John the Baptist himself, “when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees
coming to his baptism, he said unto them, Ye offspring of vipers, who warned you
to flee from the wrath to come?” (Matt. 3:7).

The above references emphasize a warning, to those who receive the word with
gladness, that there will be those who ““serve not our Lord Christ, but their own
belly; and by their smooth and fair speech they beguile the hearts of the innocent”
(Rom. 16:18). ret



