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HOLY COMMUNION 
Peter and Paul, Apostles 

June 29, 2025 8:00 am and 9:30 am 
 
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
Today we celebrate two great figures of the early church, Peter and Paul, who 
represent the spread of the gospel to both Jews and Gentiles and, according to 
tradition, were martyred on this date. The witness of Peter and Paul inspires us as 
we seek ways to faithfully proclaim the gospel in our contemporary context. 
 
SILENT PRAYER 
 
PRELUDE:     
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

GATHERING (ENTRANCE RITE) 
Stand 
HYMN: Glorious Things of You Are Spoken   

Printed on the next page. 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ABSOLUTION) 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.  
P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Kneel/Stand 
P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are captive to sin 

and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

 
P In the mercy of almighty God, 

Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. 
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 
and by his authority, 
I therefore declare to you 
the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 
in the name of the Father, 
and of the + Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
Stand 
GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
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KYRIE

 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, whose blessed apostles Peter and Paul glorified you by their 
martyrdom: Grant that your Church, instructed by their teaching and 
example, and knit together in unity by your Spirit, may ever stand firm upon 
the one foundation, which is Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
C Amen. 
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Sit 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 

FIRST READING Acts 15:1-21 
The Council of Jerusalem makes it clear that Gentiles may come into the 
fellowship of believers without keeping the rules and customs of the Jewish 
community. This decision, however, did not end the conflict.  
 
A A reading from Acts. 
1Then certain individuals came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers, 
“Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be 
saved.” 2And after Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and debate with 
them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the others were appointed to go up to 
Jerusalem to discuss this question with the apostles and the elders. 3So they were 
sent on their way by the church, and as they passed through both Phoenicia and 
Samaria, they reported the conversion of the Gentiles and brought great joy to all 
the believers. 4When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church 
and the apostles and the elders, and they reported all that God had done with 
them. 5But some believers who belonged to the sect of the Pharisees stood up and 
said, “It is necessary for them to be circumcised and ordered to keep the law of 
Moses.” 
6The apostles and the elders met together to consider this matter. 7After there had 
been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, “My brothers, you know that in 
the early days God made a choice among you, that I should be the one through 
whom the Gentiles would hear the message of the good news and become 
believers. 8And God, who knows the human heart, testified to them by giving them 
the Holy Spirit, just as he did to us; 9and in cleansing their hearts by faith he has 
made no distinction between them and us. 10Now therefore why are you putting 
God to the test by placing on the neck of the disciples a yoke that neither our 
ancestors nor we have been able to bear? 11On the contrary, we believe that we will 
be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they will.” 
12The whole assembly kept silence and listened to Barnabas and Paul as they told 
of all the signs and wonders that God had done through them among the 
Gentiles. 13After they finished speaking, James replied, “My brothers, listen to 
me. 14Simeon has related how God first looked favorably on the Gentiles, to take 
from among them a people for his name. 15This agrees with the words of the 
prophets, as it is written, 

16’After this I will return, 
and I will rebuild the dwelling of David, which has fallen; 
from its ruins I will rebuild it, and I will set it up, 
17so that all other peoples may seek the Lord — 
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even all the Gentiles over whom my name has been called. Thus says the 
Lord, who has been making these things 18known from long ago.’ 

19Therefore I have reached the decision that we should not trouble those Gentiles 
who are turning to God, 20but we should write to them to abstain only from things 
polluted by idols and from fornication and from whatever has been strangled and 
from blood. 21For in every city, for generations past, Moses has had those who 
proclaim him, for he has been read aloud every sabbath in the synagogues.” 
 
A The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Later service only: 
PSALM 87:1-3, 5-7 (The congregation’s verses are in bold face type.) 
 1 On the holy mountain stands the city | he has founded; 
  the LORD loves the gates of Zion more than all the dwell- | ings of Jacob. 
 2 Glorious things are spo- | ken of you, 
  O city | of our God.  
 4 Of Zion it shall be said, “Everyone was | born in her, 
  and the Most High himself | shall sustain her.” 
 5 The LORD will record as he en- | rolls the peoples, 
  “These al- | so were born there.” 
 6 The singers and the danc- | ers will say, 
  “All my fresh springs | are in you.”  
 
SECOND READING Galatians 2:1-10 
Paul and his ministry to the Gentiles is recognized as God-inspired. 
 
A A reading from Galatians. 
1Then after fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus 
along with me. 2I went up in response to a revelation. Then I laid before them 
(though only in a private meeting with the acknowledged leaders) the gospel that I 
proclaim among the Gentiles, in order to make sure that I was not running, or had 
not run, in vain. 3But even Titus, who was with me, was not compelled to be 
circumcised, though he was a Greek. 4But because of false believers secretly 
brought in, who slipped in to spy on the freedom we have in Christ Jesus, so that 
they might enslave us — 5we did not submit to them even for a moment, so that the 
truth of the gospel might always remain with you. 6And from those who were 
supposed to be acknowledged leaders (what they actually were makes no 
difference to me; God shows no partiality) — those leaders contributed nothing to 
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me. 7On the contrary, when they saw that I had been entrusted with the gospel for 
the uncircumcised, just as Peter had been entrusted with the gospel for the 
circumcised 8(for he who worked through Peter making him an apostle to the 
circumcised also worked through me in sending me to the Gentiles), 9and when 
James and Cephas and John, who were acknowledged pillars, recognized the grace 
that had been given to me, they gave to Barnabas and me the right hand of 
fellowship, agreeing that we should go to the Gentiles and they to the 
circumcised. 10They asked only one thing, that we remember the poor, which was 
actually what I was eager to do. 
 
A The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
GOSPEL Matthew 16:13-19 
Peter confesses that Jesus is the Messiah. 
 
P The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
13Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14And they said, “Some say 
John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.” 15He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16Simon Peter 
answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17And Jesus answered 
him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed 
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this to you, but my Father in heaven. 18And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this 
rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19I 
will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth 
will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.” 
 
P The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sit 
SERMON Pastor Weleck 
 
Stand 
Later service only: 
HYMN OF THE DAY: By All Your Saints (Peter and Paul) 
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Stand 
The Nicene Creed is appropriate during Advent, Christmas, Easter, and on festival 
days; the Apostles’ Creed during Lent and at other times. 
APOSTLES CREED 
P With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended into hell. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, 

let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
 
A We pray for the church, for its pastors and other ministers, for the newly 

baptized, for all the faithful, for this congregation here gathered, and for our 
growth in grace.  
Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 
A We pray for all nations, for all rulers, legislators, and judges, for an increase 

of justice in our lands, and for all who work for peace among nations and 
among peoples.  
Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
A We pray for all in any need, for the hungry and the homeless, for victims of 

war and injustice, for prisoners, for all who suffer in mind, body, or spirit, 
for the sick and infirm, for all with incurable illness, and for all who this day 
will die. We pray especially for those we name in the silence of our hearts... 
Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
A We pray for the members of our armed forces wherever they serve, and 

especially when they serve in harm’s way, that they might speedily complete 
their mission and be safely reunited with their loved ones.  
Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 
P Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
C Amen. 
 
PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say 
Peace be with you or similar words. 
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LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE ALTAR 
The Offering will be collected in the Narthex as you leave the church.  
OFFERTORY 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks: 

 
 
The minister continues with the PROPER PREFACE: 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… Here the minister continues with 
the preface for the day, concluding: …we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
The assembly sings the SANCTUS: 
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The WORDS OF INSTITUTION are sung to the music Blessed Martin Luther 
himself composed specifically for this purpose. 
P IN THE NIGHT IN WHICH HE WAS BETRAYED, 

OUR LORD JESUS TOOK BREAD, AND GAVE THANKS; 
BROKE IT, AND GAVE IT TO HIS DISCIPLES, SAYING: 
TAKE AND EAT; THIS IS MY + BODY, GIVEN FOR YOU. 

DO THIS FOR THE REMEMBRANCE OF ME. 
 

AGAIN, AFTER SUPPER, HE TOOK THE CUP, GAVE THANKS, 
AND GAVE IT FOR ALL TO DRINK, SAYING: 
THIS CUP IS THE NEW COVENANT IN MY + BLOOD, 
SHED FOR YOU AND FOR ALL PEOPLE FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SIN. 

DO THIS FOR THE REMEMBRANCE OF ME. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P Behold the Lamb of God, 

behold him who takes away the sins of the world. 
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 

C Lord, I am not worthy 
that you should enter under my roof, 
but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed. 

 
Sit 
COMMUNION 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
and each person may respond 
R Amen. 
 
We Lutherans believe that the Body and Blood of Christ are “truly and 
substantially” present “in, with, and under” the forms of bread and wine. We 
invite to the communion all who are baptized and communing in this or another 
Christian denomination. We welcome children and others who are not communing 
to come forward for a blessing.  
 
Music during Communion: 
LAMB OF GOD (AGNUS DEI) 
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Stand 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
P The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, almighty God, 
that you have refreshed us 
through the healing power of this gift of life. 
In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, 
in faith toward you 
and in fervent love toward one another; 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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SENDING 
BLESSING (BENEDICTION) 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
HYMN: Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones 

Printed on the next page. 
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Peter and Paul, Apostles Page 19 

OFFERING 
The offering will be collected as you leave the Church.  
 
POSTLUDE:     
 

+ + + 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License # 
SAS017622. 
 
Unless otherwise indicated, hymns are in public domain. 
 

+ + + 
 
The Time of the Church is the season after Pentecost, beginning with The Holy Trinity 
and ending with Christ the King. These weeks focus on Christ’s ministry and teaching. 
 
On Sundays for which the color is green, it is appropriate to omit either the Kyrie or 
the Hymn of Praise, reserving both together for festival seasons. 
 
The liturgical color green, symbolic of growth, is used for the season after Epiphany 
and after Pentecost. 
 

+ + + 
 

2025 Vestry 
Member Special Area E-mail Address 

Gary Wessner President/Property gtwess@comcast.net 
Dick Allebach Vice President Doot44@gmail.com 
Alison Fishell Secretary alisonhfishell@gmail.com 
Jeannie Funk General Treasurer jeanniefunk@gmail.com 
Sherry Jessee Trust Fund Treasurer dsajessee@hotmail.com 
John Kochel Parish Life John.kochel@thrivent.com 
Karl Stefan Mutual Ministry kssurf@verizon.net 
Chilly Lyaro Christian Education chillylyaro@yahoo.com 
Brian O’Hara Outreach Brian.ohara24@gmail.com 
Shane Elison Christian Education Selison87@gmail.com 
Jennifer Wentworth Old Church Committee jawentw@aol.com 
Matthew Vera Cemetery Committee Matthew_vera@verizon.net 
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Worship Assistants 
Ushers: Dick Allebach and Scot Halteman 
Elevator Attendant: Mike Taylor 
Lectors: 8:00 am: Debra Augustine 
 9:30 am: Lessons: Rebecca Catagnus Prayers: Ali Backlund 
Communion Assistant: 8:00 am: Debra Augustine 9:30: Sherry Jessee 
Altar Guild: 8:00 am: Debra Augustine and Sally Sweeney 
 10:30 am: Linda Romano and Carol Gerhart 
Offering Tabulation: John Kochel, Alison Fishell, and Shane Elison 
Video Streaming: Jim Lien and Chilly Lyaro 

The Flowers that Adorn the Altar are given to the glory of God by Mr. and Mrs. 
John E. Schatz, Jr. and family in memory of parents Warren and Jacquellyn 
Dieffenbach, J. Edgar and Thelma Schatz, sister Linda M. Killen, brother Paul C. 
(Hap) Schatz, and nephew Robert J. Paoletti, Jr. 

The Sanctuary Candle is given to the glory of God by Marie Conver in memory of 
loved ones. 

The Worship Bulletins are given to the glory of God by Mr. Robert Hallman and 
family in loving memory of wife, mother, and grandmother, Wendy Yohn 
Hallman. 
 
We’d love to add some new teachers when our Sunday school resumes in the 
fall.  You can teach every single Sunday or just sometimes.  You can prepare 
lesson plans and/or activities like crafts or science projects or just be an extra pair 
of hands in the room.  We welcome anyone who has a lot or a little time to give to 
our children—and the free snacks are a bonus!  Clearances are required but are 
fairly easy to obtain.  Contact Sonya at education@augustustrappe.org if you'd like 
to help! 
 
 
TEA ON THE LAWN Hosts needed!  Volunteers are needed to provide 
beverages and light snacks after both services during the summer. The long-
standing tradition of Tea on the Lawn is a great way to get to know your fellow 
worshippers and spend a few minutes relaxing in the sunshine during the summer. 
Contact Gary Wessner (gtwess@comcast.net) if you have questions about hosting. 
The sign up sheet is in the Muhlenberg Center.  

 


