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"Daniel distinguished himself above the governors and satraps, because an excellent
was in him." DANIEL 6:3

"The gave thought to setting him over the whole realm." DANIEL 6:3

"So the governors and satraps sought to find some charge against Daniel concerning the
kingdom, but they could find no charge or fault, because he was ." DANIEL 6:4

Then they told the king, 'Whoever petitions any god or man for thirty days, except you, O
king, shall be cast into the den of " DANIEL 6:7

"In his upper room, with his windows open toward Jerusalem, he knelt down on his knees three times
that day, and and gave thanks before his God, as was his custom since early days."
DANIEL 6:10

Now the men "said before the king, That Daniel, who is one of the captives from Judah, does not show
due regard for you, O king, or for the decree that you have signed, but makes his three times a
day.'" DANIEL 6:13

"So the king gave the command, and they brought Daniel and cast him into the den of lions. But the
king spoke, saying to Daniel, 'Your God, whom you serve continually, He will you.'" DANIEL 6:16

"Then the king arose very early in the morning and went in haste to the of lions."DANIEL 6:19

"My God sent His angel and shut the lions' , S0 that they have not hurt me, because | was found
innocent before Him; and also, O king, | have done no wrong before you." DAN 6:22

"So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no injury whatever was found on him, because
he inhis God." DANIEL 6:23

"For He is the God, and steadfast forever." DANIEL 6:26
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THE STORY OF DANIEL——

By Paul Dallgas-Frey

ome people don’t like it...

.when you always do what is good and right. T quess it's because it makes THEM look
bad That's what happened with Doniel

The king of Babylon, King Belshazzar. died, and Darius the Mede became the new king

ting Darius decided to appoint a hundred and twenty supervisors and governors o
help rule over his kingdom. And he made Daniel and two others their boss. The other
supervisors and governors didn't like it. Daniel worked harder, and did much better
work than any of them. The King was so impressed he was going to put Daniel in
charge of the whole kingdom.

“We have to do something about this Daniel” the supervisors, the governors, the lieu-
fenont governors, and all the other officials said 1o themselves. But no matter how
hard they looked. they couldn’t find anything wrong with Daniel because Daniel wos
completely faithfUl ond honest in everything he did

“Moybe we can use his religion against him.” they said
And so they come up with a devious plan.

They come before ting Darius one day and said. “ing Dariusl May you live forever!
(although each one of them was probobly really thinking ™ay you die fomorrow - so
T con become tingl). All of us who help to rule your kingdom: the supervisors, the
governors, the lieutenant governors. and all the other officials. think that it would be
very wise of you 1o issue a command that for thirty days no one should be oble fo
osk for anything from any god or man except you, O Great and Mighty ting. And if
anyone should ask for anything from any god or man besides you, they should be
thrown info the lions’ den”

ting Doarius accepted the idea of the supervisors, the governors, the lieutenant gover-
nors, and all the other officials, and signed the decree

Tt became a law of the Medes and Persions that could not be changed

Daniel heard the King's decree, but sill, the next morning he went to his window to
pray. just as he did every morning, noon and night.

This wos exactly what the supervisors, the governors, the lieutenant governors, and all
the other officials were looking for.

They went straight to the king

“Your Ma, jesty. may you live forever!” they said “Didn’t you sign a decree that said for
thirty days no one should osk for anything from any god or man except you. O Great
and Mighty King. And if anyone should ask for anything from any god or man besides

you, they should be thrown info the lions’ den®”

“Yes” soid the king “Tt is a law of the Medes and Persions that cannot be changed”

Then the supervisors, the governors, the lieutenant governors, and all the other offi-
cials said, “We saw Daniel praying fo his God this very morning! He does not respect
you or your order.”

When ting Darius heard this news he was very sad. He knew that Daniel was a good
and honest mon, who served him faithfully. And so he worked into the night. trying fo
find some woy 1o rescue Doniel But he couldn't.

The supervisors, the governors, the lieutenant governors, and all the other officials
came back the next morning and demanded, “Your Mo jesty. you know a law of the
Medes and Persions can never be changed Daniel must be thrown info the lions” denl”

Which was  just what they wanted all along

And so. the king had no choice but fo have Daniel thrown info the lions” den. The king
said to Daniel “May the God whom you serve so faithfUlly save you!”

And then the king's men grabbed Daniel and threw him info a pit filled with pacing,
roaring, hot-breathed lions.

They rolled a stone over the mouth of the den. and the king sealed it with his royol seal.
so that no one could move the stone and rescue Daniel

That night. the king could not sleep at all

continued next time ..
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