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CALL TANYA TIERNEY,
BROOKLIN’S #1 REALTOR* 2012-2019!
905.706.3131 | Office@TanyaTierneyTeam.com

MORE PICTURES AND LISTING GO TO
TANYASBROOKLIN.COM

*For units sold 2012-2019. Based on ‘Brooklin’ MLS statistics.
Not intended to solicit properties currently under contract.

42 Cassels Rd.E., Brooklin

The Earth Is Moving!
Find Out Why

www.rhaverylandscaping.com

DREAM / CREATE / ENJOYThank You Brooklin 
and thank you to all our awesome 
customers who have supported us 

and other local businesses 
through out 2020.

Call today to book 
next year’s landscape project!

Also, currently booking 
winter maintenance.

(See page 4)
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Far be it from me to quote 
sensible remarks by politi-
cians. Yet every now and 
then, one says something 
that hits the mark. As re-
ported by the CBC last 

month, when replying to a ques-
tion about outdoor classes, On-
tario Premier Doug Ford stated 
that no idea is a ridiculous idea if 
it means getting children back to 
school. In other words, he nailed 
the entire premise.

Let’s burrow into this idea. So-
cial distancing among children, 
particularly the younger ones, is 
virtually impossible.

Classrooms were constructed 
for 30 or more students. Conse-
quently, there’s no way to space 
students to be far enough apart 
and get even half of them into a 
single room. High school labs, 
tech rooms, cooking facilities 
and the like offer further chal-
lenges.

Mask-wearing will be an adven-
ture. Mask on - mask off - touch 
mask - stuff mask into pocket or
backpack - retrieve it - don’t wash 
hands - put it on backwards, etc.
Online classes just don’t cut it, 
particularly with younger kids 
where it’s a colossal waste of 
time and - dare I say it - teacher 
salaries. None of those issues 
even begin to address school 
staffing.

However, desperate times do call 
for desperate measures. We ab-
solutely must find any way pos-
sible, no matter how awkward, 
logistically complex, and physi-
cally demanding, to get children 
back in school. Their health de-
pends on it and, by extension, so 
does society’s.

The answer? Tents, canopies, 
generators, heaters. And prop-
er outdoor clothing, especially 
toasty socks. And shovels (okay, 
snowblowers) to hew out paths 
to said tents through snow.

Do a web search of outdoor 
classrooms during the 1918 flu 
pandemic and you’ll find plenty 
of photos showing how schools 
ran outdoors. I know: we no lon-
ger write on slates. We live in a 
northern climate. We have/need 
electricity, tablets and wifi.

However, it’s our modern tech-
nology and engineering that al-
low us to conduct school in rela-
tively amenable surroundings. 
There, students can socially 
distance and ventilation isn’t a 
problem.

The problems are technical and 
logistical, though far from in-
surmountable. Older students, 
say grades 6-8 in elementa-
ry schools, go into the tents. 
Younger grades are spaced out 
through those vacated class-
rooms. School board tech wiz-
ards perform their magic with wifi 
dohickeys and extension cords. 
Teachers may have to make 
do without amenities like smart 
boards.

As for them, there will be small-
er classes and far less crowded 
buildings which means much 
less risk. Boards will need to 
hire more. They’ll also need to 
hire security personnel to watch 
over the outdoor facilities, which 
means more jobs.

In the end, online classes are 
trashed; parent complaints will 
centre on needing to buy more 
gloves instead of worrying about 
how to stay home from work 
or stifle the noise when work-
ing from home; children get to 
be with children; and education 
carries on with hiccups rather 
coughing jags.

Can it be done? Sure. Will it hap-
pen? It’s already being consid-
ered in many American states.

Remember “The X Files”? The 
truth is indeed - out there.

Less than half the picture:  By Richard Bercuson

“Proud to be a Brooklinite”
Founded in 2000 

and published 24 times per year.
Editor, Richard Bercuson

613-769-8629 • editorofbtc@gmail.com

The Brooklin Town Crier is locally owned and 
operated and is a publication of 
Appletree Graphic Design Inc. 

We accept advertising in good faith 
but do not endorse advertisers 

nor advertisements. 
All editorial submissions 

are subject to editing. 
For advertising information, 

Email: mulcahy42@rogers.com

Next Issue: Friday, September 11, 2020
Deadline: Friday, September 4, 2020

Publications dates subject to change 
during COVID-19 Pandemic

Editor’s Apology

The cover photo of the July 
10 issue showed a group of 
Brooklin High students in the 
Vipond parking lot. They were 
crowded into and around a car 
just prior to their evening grad 
parade. Needless to say, they 
were not social distancing (nor 
were most of the BHS grads 
that evening).

Meanwhile, my column on 
page 2 ripped into those who 
would whine about wearing 

masks. The column’s message 
was essentially about abiding 
by the rules in order to control 
the COVID virus.

As a couple of unimpressed 
readers pointed out, how could 
we print that cover photo and 
then that column on the next 
page? They were right. I should 
have instead chosen a photo 
of students socially distancing 
to send the right message.

I apologize for the poor deci-
sion.

Is this idea really so crazy?
S H O P  L O C A L  •  H O M E - B A S E D  M A K E R S

Give your child and their guests 
an amazing experience right in 
the comfort of your own home.

Tents, cozy mattresses, lights, 
themed decorations and more! 
Our goal is to take the stress out
of planning the perfect sleepover 
for your child – we set it up, we 
take it down, you get to see
their smiles!

All rental packages include:
•	 A-frame wooden tents (pine 

wood frame and fabric cover)
•	 3-inch comfortable foam 

mattresses
•	 Cozy blankets
•	 Decorative pillows

•	 Tray tables
•	 Lanterns or battery powered 

cube lights
•	 Battery powered LED string 

lights
•	 Additional themed-based 

decorations and accessories
Many themes to choose from, 
such as Mermaid, Unicorn, 
Pink Elegance, Neon Glow and 
Gaming. We also offer various 
add-ons that really help your 
party come alive such as kara-
oke microphones and speakers, 
planetariums, disco balls, donut 
boards and more!

Serving Brooklin and surround-
ing area.

Sleepover Party
www.sleepoverparty.ca

facebook.com/sleepoverparty.ca/
instagram.com/sleepoverparty.ca/

Lisa and Chris Del Bono 
sleepoverparty@rogers.com
905-447-9750

The Brooklin Town Crier will 
again publish ads for Brooklin 
home-based businesses in our 
Sept. 11, 2020, edition. The ads 
will also be placed on our web 
site’s home page for one month, 
ending Oct. 11, 2020.

• Must be Brooklin/Ashburn/
Myrtle home-based manufac-
turing type businesses ONLY 
(ie. not legal, accounting, medi-
cal, dental, fitness, wellness or 
related businesses)

• Cost for the ad is $35 + HST. 
Invoicing through credit card. 

Advertisers will be contacted by 
Rhonda Mulcahy for payment.

• DEADLINE: Wed., Sept. 2

• Max. word count is 200 words

• Should include a clear photo 
of the product(s) with minimum 
300 dpi in jpg format

• This form must be filled out in 
order for the ad to appear. After 
filling it out, click submit: 
h t t p s : / / f o r m s . g l e /
c2Puq1WBxWCzjCNKA

ATTENTION 
ALL HOME-BASED BUSINESSES 
IN BROOKLIN/ASHBURN/MYRTLE
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My Sister’s Gift 
House creates 
and designs cus-
tom merchandise. 
We aim to promote 
products that em-
phasize the most 
enjoyable things in 
life, such as fam-
ily, holidays, and 
sports. As a busi-
ness, we special-
ize in embroidery 
keeps sakes. Our 
gifts include, but are 
not limited to, golf 
towels, blankets, 
baby quilts, pillows, 
and aprons. During 
the various holiday 
seasons, our in-
ventory ranges in 
merchandise and 
custom capability 
to support all tradi-
tions. Recently, our focus has 
been on a variety of baby prod-

uct lines. As an added touch, all 
of our orders are wrapped and 
ready for gifting.

ForTheLoveOfDogWellness-
Centre.ca just north of Brooklin 
offers the finest 
quality Raw Diet 
for Dogs and 
(cooked food 
for) Cats as well 
as Health Con-
sults and Holis-
tic solutions for 
common dog 
problems from 
ears, skin, aller-
gies...

We have Pre-
mix and Super-
mix in Chicken, 
Lamb and Tur-
key for dogs, 
D e h y d r a t e d 
a l l - n a t u r a l 
TREATS, Bone 
Broth Cubes 
and Ground 
Beef Bone for dogs and cats as 
well. NEW PRODUCTS JUST 
POSTED!

We sell Fresh Premix in 25lb 

buckets as well as Fresh and Fro-
zen Ground Chicken with Bone 

(fresh comes 
in 25lb boxes) 
and Chicken 
Necks for Do It 
Yourself’ers. Mix 
with our Veg-
gie Pucks and 
make your own 
food (Veggie 
Pucks contain 
veggie/fruit/or-
gan meats and 
s u p p l e m e n t s 
and oils).

We have Frozen 
and Dehydrated 
Chicken and 
Duck Feet and 
Smelts.

We do Behav-
iour Training 

in ONE SESSION and you can 
have a dog who understands 
you and you learn to communi-
cate with your dog in an easy, 
guaranteed way.

WHITBY EAGLES
Girls Representative Fastpitch

Tryouts are 
coming in September

U10, U12, U14, U19 & Intermediate

To learn more about the Whitby Eagles and our teams

VISIT: Whitbyeagles.ca
EMAIL: whitbyeagles.fastpitch@gmail.com

                    FOLLOW:     

The Whitby Soap 
Co offers family-
friendly and kid-safe 
bath & body care 
products made in 
Brooklin! After 25 
years teaching in the 
cosmetic industry, 
owner Cathi started 
making healthy
products for her 
family. When word 
got out, she was 
asked to make prod-
ucts for friends who 
knew of her back-
ground in skincare. 
The Whitby Soap Co 
was born. She focuses on prod-
ucts that are safe & effective but 
also playful. Her tagline is “Have 
fun in the tub” because even the 
most mundane daily tasks don’t 
have to be boring! Everything is 
made with the end user in mind. 
All products are Health Canada 
compliant; are free of phthalates, 
parabens & SLS; and are never 
tested on animals. She also 
shares her knowledge through 
workshops, teaching adults and 
kids about bath bombs, soap, lo-
tions and scrubs.

Looking for party or wedding/
shower favours? Cathi creates 
custom products tailored to the
event. Reach out to discover 
what she can do for you.

Can’t make a class? Cathi of-
fers Kids DIY kits with everything 
needed to make both soap & 
bath bombs! The kits, along with 
an assortment of products such 
as bath bombs, shampoo bars, 
lotion, and soaps are also avail-
able at several Durham stores.

S H O P  L O C A L  •  H O M E - B A S E D  M A K E R S

For The Love of Dog Wellness Centre
info@lovemydograwdiet.ca

ForTheLoveOfDogWellnessCentre.ca
facebook.com/Fortheloveofdogwellness

Susan Steiner
289-385-633

S H O P  L O C A L  •  H O M E - B A S E D  M A K E R S

The Whitby Soap Company
info@thewhitbysoapco.com

www.whitbysoapco.com
@thewhitbysoapco for Instagram & Facebook

Cathi Westrop 
905-442-7121

S H O P  L O C A L  •  H O M E - B A S E D  M A K E R S

My Sister’s Gift House
mysistersgifthouse@gmail.com

Facebook - My Sister’s Gift House
Instagram - mysistersgifthouse

Sheila Termini 
& Tina Vavaroutsos 
416-688-9009
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Despite the pandemic, the business 
of government continues to chug 
along. 

One particular corner in Brooklin 
has provoked a lot of inquiries so 
we felt it best to provide an over-
view based on previous decisions 
and upcoming meetings about the 
developments.

Winchester and Baldwin
If you haven’t already guessed, it’s 

about to get very busy with con-
struction.

You currently see machines mov-
ing dirt at the southwest corner of 
the intersection behind the stand 
of spruce trees. Those trees, by 
the way, sit on the corner property 
owned by the MTO.

They were planted by the Brooklin 
Youth 4H group in the 1940s as a 
wind block for the high school that 

used to sit where Shoppers Drug 
Mart is now.

The dirt is being moved on property 
known as the Winash Development. 
Within that development, there will 
be mixed use zoning, meaning both 
commercial and residential.

At a meeting last year, represen-
tatives from the proponent, Brook-
field, announced both Longo’s and 
McDonalds will be among the many 

retail establishments. There are 
also condominiumstyle residences 
going in both in their own buildings 
and above the retail businesses.

The long term plan is to build a pe-
destrian access off the corner of 
the intersection into the retail cen-
tre along with access points for ve-
hicles across from Roybrook and 
Ferguson. There is an on-going 
environmental assessment to de-

Brooklin Area Construction Updates
By Councillors Rhonda Mulcahy and Steve Lee 

mulcahyr@whitby,.ca • lees@whitby.ca

Continued on page 5.
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termine how the intersection at Fer-
guson and Winchester will proceed 
and the MTO is negotiating the ac-
cess across from Roybrook.

South of the 407
The other dirt-moving is directly 
south of the 407 and will be an MTO 
commuter lot. While neither excit-
ing nor sexy, it is going to be quite 
necessary as the area continues to 
grow. The lot will allow car pooling 
as well as becoming a transit hub 
for GO and DRT buses to pick up 
passengers for the GO Train. It will 
also allow for easier access for what 
is planned just south of it.

Regarding the lot south of the com-
muter lot, we have a public meeting 
coming to council on September 8. 
This will be the Winash South de-
velopment. It’s the block plan for a 
large portion of lands which span 
from south of the 407 to the hydro 
corridor and from Ashburn Road in 
the west to half way to Anderson 
Street on the east.

This land will be bisected by the 
east-west mid-block arterial road. 
As indicated on the rough map, the 
health precinct for a future hospital 
and the new municipal recreation 
centre will be to the west; business 
parks, industrial lands and auto 
malls will be situated elsewhere 
along the arterial road. These are 
the employment lands we are all 
anxiously awaiting to service and fill 
with local jobs.

The hospital is a Lakeridge Health 
and provincial decision. Whitby has 
a task force hard at work to identify 
this particular site as the premiere 
choice..

Roybrook
Heading north again, at the east 
end of Roybrook along the 407 is a 
Madison development that has re-
cently been approved. This will see 
townhomes along the existing town-
homes, condominiums closer to the 
407 and retail/commercial beside 
the new gas station.

Overall, the entire area will include 
cycling infrastructure including side-
walks, Multi-Use Paths (MUPs) for 
cycling/walking, trails and transit. 
Garden Street will eventually con-
nect with the mid-block arterial. It 
is shown here as lights but it may 
be further east and may be a round-
about where it hits the mid-block. 
There are numerous studies under-
way and you may see a great many 
surveyors in the area over the next 
couple of years as details get ironed 
out.

We will do our best to keep you 
up-to-date with information. If you 
have questions, please reach out to 
us. In the meantime, regarding the 
Sept. 8 public meeting, many of the 
agenda items 
concern the 
Brooklin area 
and its loom-
ing growth. 
Aside from 
W i n a s h 
South, we 
also have 
the north-
west corner 
of Thickson 
and Colum-
bus and the 
s o u t h w e s t 
corner of Co-
lumbus and 
Ashburn.

No decisions 
are made 
at the pub-
lic meeting 
which are 
held to hear 
your opin-
ions. You can 
provide that 
by email to: 
clerks@whit-
by.ca or have 
a delegation 
attend the 
meeting. You 
can watch/
listen to the 
meetings at 
w h i t b y . c a /
publ icmeet-
ings.

Continued from page 4



 6	 Friday, August 21, 2020brooklintowncrier.com

Across
1	 Twinge
5	 Trendy
9	 The euro replaced it
13	 S-curve
14	 Type of bowling,
15	 Yemeni port
16	 Type of railroad enclosure
	 where trains are
	 assembled
19	 Oktoberfest toast
20	 Running behind
21	 Tint
22	 Individuals
24	 Ravines formed by a river
	 in an area with little rainfall
26	 Software program, briefly
29	 Bulletin board item
31	 Try
32	 Where problems or 
	 difficulties are likely 
	 to occur
37	 Brit’s “Baloney!”
38	 Verb for you
39	 Sloth’s home
41	 Policy of a government in
	 dealing with other countries
46	 Stately tree
47	 Telephone button
48	 Mountain pass
49	 Curved upwards
53	 Stern’s opposite
55	 “The Matrix” hero
56	 Overlook

58	 Jinx
62	 Can be opened only by
	 turning dials in a special
	 sequence
65	 Type of thermometer
66	 Educate for a future role
67	 Open a crack
68	 Furtive summons
69	 Twin in Genesis
70	 Santa ___

Down
1	 Magnificence
2	 Thickening agent
3	 Stepson of Claudius
4	 Painting surface
5	 Rank above maj.
6	 Outer covering of a fruit,
	 seed or nut
7	 Of a pelvic bone
8	 Type of: fractional
	 monetary unit, El Salvador
9	 Set down
10	 State with a panhandle
11	 Any “Seinfeld,” now
12	 Peruvian peaks
14	 A flat-bottomed, clumsy
	 boat.
17	 Suggests
18	 Guardian spirits
23	 Skinny one
25	 “Fiddler on the Roof” role
26	 Well-put
27	 Member of the faculty at a

Brooklin Bafflers: by Liz Lowe 

Crossword

	 college
28	 Mexican moolah
30	 (Printing) removes a 
	 portion of space between
	 adjacent letters
33	 Ill-tempered woman
34	 Can be used as fuel when
	 dried (pl).
35	 Math subject
36	 Blood fluids
40	 Sixth sense
42	 Varnish resin
43	 Have an effect
44	 Come to understand

45	 Common refrigerant
49	 Open
50	 Lowly workers
51	 The physical body of a 
	 human being
52	 Some Romanovs
54	 One may be crowned
57	 Portico
59	 Martial arts school
60	 Wood sorrels
61	 Stew vegetable
63	 Diner sandwich
64	 Promise to pay

Last week, I had to 
answer the Durham 
District School Board 
questionnaire asking 
if my child would re-
turn to school in per-

son or doing it online. It was one 
of the hardest decisions I’ve had
to make; it felt like whatever I 
decided would have repercus-
sions.

On one hand, back to school in 
person feels like things would 
be returning to normal. But what
of the health risks? Online learn-
ing seemed no better, with her 
spending so much time in front 
of a screen. There didn’t seem 
to be a right answer.

Yet, around the community, I 
see activities like soccer, la-
crosse and baseball resuming. 
Some hockey is back on the ice 
and camps are operating with 
smaller numbers. Which is to 

say that all around us, kids are 
interacting in groups, though 
with safety protocols in place. 
Naturally I wondered that if chil-
dren are already in these situa-
tions, surely it’s safe for them to 
do so at school.

Challenges coming
That was until I attended a so-
cial gathering with my daugh-
ter for one of her sports teams 
when it became clear what 
a challenge our teachers will 
face. At the event, the girls were 
super excited to see everyone. 
Some had already “bubbled to-
gether” outside the team and 
thought nothing of sitting in 
small groups. Others had been 
more isolated over the last few 
months. It was hard to explain 
to the bubble kids to maintain 
distance rather than doing the 
normal things that they’d do 
inside their bubble. They did it 
anyway. Those outside the bub-
bles seemed confused about 
whether to engage with the 
group or stand apart.

It’s so natural for kids to be to-

gether. The social ones do it 
without thinking. It’s almost im-
possible to stop it and when you 
do, they become miserable and 
stressed, then get creative and 
find ways to do it anyway.

So as a parent deciding wheth-
er to let a child attend school, 
sports, camps and such, you 
need to accept that social dis-
tancing with kids is tough. Yes, 
smaller groups are preferred 
but the reality is that even if kids 
are distanced in the classroom, 
they will be gathering the mo-
ment they can. It’s going to hap-
pen.

I’m letting my child participate 
in sports. For her mental health, 
she needs to be physical and
with other kids. Although I’m 
making sure COVID plans are 
followed, I look at it as prepa-
ration for returning to school. I 
realise we have to be cautious 
and if things need to shut down 
again, I have no issue. But we 
also need to live our lives, albeit 
differently, rather than hiding.

Yes, I’m anxious
I’m also sending her back to 
school in person. I won’t deny 

I’m somewhat anxious, having 
contemplated every worst case 
scenario. Some nights, I have 
nightmares; other times I feel 
confident this is the best thing 
to do.

Meanwhile, my daughter is 
thrilled to be returning. She’s 
already dragged me to shop-
ping for a new backpack and 
shoes. She’s already chosen 
her first day back outfit! We’ve 
been out to buy masks, enough 
for two fresh ones each day. 
We’ve attached hand sanitizer 
in fun scents to the backpack 
and another goes in her pencil 
case. We also decided to use a 
lanyard to hold her mask when 
not in use.

As the first day approaches, it’s 
going to be a tough time for par-
ents, teachers and kids. We’re 
all feeling the same, whether 
your child is going into the 
classroom or schooling online. 
Like every first day of school, 
there are going to be tears, ex-
citement and confusion.

Let’s be kind to one another. 
We’re all doing what we feel is 
best for our families.

Back to 
school, or not

Our Brooklin Kids By Leanne Brown
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There’s a new reality 
TV show where guest 
chefs prepare one 
recipe with three uses. 

It’s an idea I often use, doubling 
recipes to make a variety of easy 
meals on busier days.

One week I made Southwest 
Tofu Scramble, a minimalist bak-
er recipe. I ate it as a scrambled
egg replacement with toast and 
fruit then added it to a leafy 
green salad as the protein. On 
another day, I topped a wrap with 
the seasoned tofu, adding some 
homegrown sprouts and a bit of 
salad dressing. It was delicious 
all three ways. The investment 
in time was minimal while the 
protein content (for those who 
worry) was around 20 grams at 
each meal. People tell me they 
don’t like tofu, but the key to us-
ing is to purchase extra firm tofu, 
drain it and wrap it in a cloth to 
remove the excess water. The 
well-drained tofu then picks up 
the seasoning flavours.

In the winter, chili is another go-
to recipe for me. I make a big pot 
of it and immediately freeze half 
in smaller containers. I then eat it 
as is, as a filler in burritos, on rice 
bowls or on a plate of leafy greens.

I’ve shared the following grilled 
vegetable marinade recipe be-
fore. It’s from the “Oh She Glows” 
blog. This is a great time to use it 
since local veggies are showing 
up in the stores. I generally use 
peppers and Portobello mush-
rooms, but have also used zuc-
chini, red onions, eggplant and 
thinly sliced carrots (sliced the 
long way). Really, you can add 
almost any vegetable that grills 
well. Experiment and be creative.

I use the grilled veggies as a 
side dish, with a whole Portobello 
mushroom on a bun along with 

greens and Dijon mustard. The 
next day, I’ll make pasta with to-
mato sauce and add the chopped 
grilled vegetables to the pasta. 
I also use the leftovers to make 
vegetable sandwiches to which I 
add my favourite vegan cheese 
like Nuts for You or Un-Bre-liev-
able, which I purchase at the 
Whitby Farm Boy.

Grilled Veggies
This recipe is for two Portobello 
mushrooms, which you could re-
place with two peppers.
Portobello mushrooms can be 
roasted whole and then sliced 
afterwards; peppers should be 
seeded and cut in quarters, be-
fore grilling.

Ingredients
2 tablespoons balsamic vinegar
2 tablespoons plus 1 ½ tea-
spoons fresh lemon juice
2 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil
1 clove garlic minced
1 teaspoon dried oregano
1 teaspoon dried basil
¼ teaspoon fine-grain sea salt
¼ teaspoon freshly ground black 
pepper

Directions
1. Remove the stems from the 
mushrooms by twisting the stem 
until it pops off. Rub the cap with 
a damp dishcloth to clean. In a 
large bowl, whisk together the 
vinegar, lemon juice, oil, garlic, 
oregano, basil, salt and paper. 
Add the Portobello caps and toss 
to coat them in the marinade. 
Marinate the mushrooms for 30 
to 60 minutes, stirring them ev-
ery 15 minutes (you can also 
marinate them overnight).
2. Grill until done to your like-
ness.

Sheree’s hack: Double, triple or 
quadruple this recipe to ensure 
you have lots of leftovers for oth-
er meals

Plant-Based Eating by Sheree Nicholson

Doubling And Tripling Recipes

Caring for plants requires obser-
vation, skill, and dexterity, which 
means that operating a nursery
can be quite labour intensive. For 
47 years, Robert and Vivienne 
Eckel worked hard to carve out 
a market for their garden nurs-
ery which became known across 
North America for its geraniums
and fuchsias.

Robert discovered his passion 
for horticulture while studying at 
McMaster University. He started
with a greenhouse in Toronto 
where he sold boxed annuals 
and Christmas trees. It was there
that he met Vivienne Lewis. To-
gether they founded their busi-
ness, Robert C. Eckel Green-
houses and Irrigation, shortly 
after getting married in 1954 and 
moving to Brooklin where the 
business was located to 8300 
Baldwin Street N.

The Eckels established their 
greenhouses, supplying plants 
to the Town of Whitby, Sears, 
other greenhouses, florists, and 
church functions. Faithful cus-
tomers were not only local resi-
dents but came from as far away 
as Cobourg, Aurora and Peter-
borough.

Robert’s green thumb allowed 
the company to flourish, meet-
ing customer demands by intro-
ducing new plants every spring. 

A favourite was the hot pink Ve-
ronica, a geranium so bright it 
seemed to stop traffic. He propa-
gated over 40 varieties of gera-
niums and cornered the market
on colourful and exotic fuchsias 
by offering more than 30 variet-
ies.

In 1967, when the company got 
into lawn irrigation, Robert went 
on the road with student em-
ployees to install and maintain 
these systems. By 1998, they’d 
expanded again to include the 
installation of water gardens.

The decision to retire came on 
June 30, 2001 when Robert told 
his wife, “There comes a time 
when you have to stop.” Three 
weeks later the business was 
sold and the deal closed on No-
vember 2.

He was diagnosed with Amyo-
trophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS) 
three years after retiring though
this did not stop his involvement 
with the Brooklin United Church 
and the Brooklin Horticultural 
Society.

Robert passed away on Febru-
ary 5, 2008, at the age 77, leav-
ing behind his wife, Vivienne, 
daughters Susan and Jane, son 
Peter, and four grandchildren. 
He is buried at Groveside Cem-
etery.

Brooklin Heritage Society

Where Geraniums 
and Fuchsias Thrived

By Jennifer Hudgins
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Sell your Home with
King Home Team.
Get MORE Money

when you Sell!*
“Compare two houses sold, same street, same time, 

same model. We got $40,000 MORE!”
						      - J. Simzer

Call 905 655 7236.
Find out How.

FREE...
No Obligation.

Of course we do professional staging, video, drone, black top 
and mulch … whatever it takes to get you the most money !

*Based on comparable models sold in same time period.

Direct: 905 655 7236	 Office: 905 239 4800

Eleanor King
 B. N.

Sales Representative

Maurice King
B.E.D.S., B.Arch.

Sales Representative

What others are saying...

“Trusted advisor!” | “Customer Focused!” | “Local Expert!” | “Professional!” | “Knowledgeable!”
 “Hard Working!” | “Accessible!” | “Dependable!” | “Patient!” | “Reliable!”

“Well Prepared!” | “Honest!” | “Strong Negotiator!”
 “Superb Service!”

Want to know what’s happening in the market? 
Want to Know the Value of your House? 

Call Us Now! 905.655.7236
There is no cost or obligation!

905.655.7236
view 1000’s of Homes for sale at

KingHomeTeam.com
or KingOfBrooklin.com

Your Trusted Source to Buy, Sell or Invest! 

MARKETING YOUR HOME FOR ALL IT IS WORTH!MARKETING YOUR HOME FOR ALL IT IS WORTH!

Coming Soon! Call 905-655-7236 for details
	 Bed 	Bath 	 Sq Ft 	 Lot
Brick Exec	 4	 3.5	 3049	 49 x115	 Large corner lot; family friendly
21/2 Storey	 5+1	 5	 3600	 49x128	 Pie lot; finished basement
2 Storey	 4	 2.5	 2290	 36 x115	 Walk to great schools + parks
2 Storey	 4	 3.5	 2730	 40 x115	 Select your finishes
2 Storey	 3	 2.5	 1940	 36x115	 Backing onto treed yard
New Build	 4	 2.5	 2300	 35x115	 Central location w/schools
Bungalow	 3	 2	 1670	 40x108	 South exposure
Bungalow	 2	 2	 1292	 35x115	 Close to medical centre
Bungalow	 4	 2.5	 2070	 40x115	 Walk to stores + drugmart
New Build	 3	 2	 1812	 50x115	 West yard exposure

* Photo similar to house to be built.        Not intended to solicit those under contract.

Executive home on quiet court, premium ravine lot! View photos and video
at Text “GetPhotos” to 59559 enter 3 Ramsden.

Coming Soon a similar home with pool on Ravine Lot! Call for Details.

Too Late ! SOLD Well Over Asking on 1st Day!

SOLD! FOR SALE!

New Builds For Sale

SOLD! FOR SALE!

FOR SALE!

SOLD

Thank you to the community of Brook-
lin for warmly welcoming our insur-
ance team over five years ago. We 
have grown to love the community, so 
much so that we have decided to act 
in solidifying a permanent home right 
in the heart of Brooklin.

We are moving from one side of Grass 
Park to the other. Our new location 
will be the current home of Endless 
Ideas Interior & Design at 3 Cassels 
Road East. You can rest knowing that 
Endless Ideas will continue to oper-
ate out of part of this beautiful and 
historical home.

The move will officially happen on 
September 1st.

As an organization, we have suc-
cessfully moved to a virtual office en-

vironment during this pandemic. We 
want to ensure you will experience no 
difference in the service you’ve come 
to know and expect throughout what 
have been challenging times for all.

Saying this, we recognize the virtual 
way of doing business is not for ev-
eryone. We are taking all precau-
tions to allow mutual peace of mind 
in offering on-site visits, by appoint-
ment only. Call or email us to set an 
appointment time. If you are a client, 
you can also reach out to your Ac-
count Manager to coordinate.

We are excited to continue our jour-
ney together with you. We look for-
ward to the day we can safely wel-
come the community into our home 
again – it will be an epic open house 
celebration!

905-426-8787 • connect@brysoninsurance.ca

The Big Move!


