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Walking and Driving Tour for Terrell County
Brief History - Between 1871 and 1905 the Terrell County area was part of
Pecos County. The region was opened for settlement in the early 1880s in anticipation of the arrival of the Southern Pacific Railroad, which had surveyed a
route through the region. Cyrus W. (Charley) Wilson developed a townsite
called Strawbridge at a designated stop along the railroad, where he bought the
land and laid out streets and lots. In May 1882, when the Southern Pacific finally reached the site, the town was renamed Sanderson after a railroad engineer.
1. Santa Rita Cemetery - Entering
from the East on Highway 90/Oak
Street, go west on Avenue A to Legion St. and turn left. Santa Rita, on
the left, is a private cemetery owned
by the Saint James Catholic Church.
The cemetery was totally destroyed
by the 1965 flood, but lovingly restored by family members.

2. Cedar Grove Cemetery – adjacent to and past Santa Rita on Legion St. This is a county cemetery.
There are markers for the Train
Robbers (see #3 below) and many
Civil War veterans’ markers. A
monument in the southeast corner
of the cemetery honors victims of
the Flood of 1965 and marks a
mass grave of unidentified remains
washed from the cemetery during
that tragedy.
3. Train Robbers’ Grave – On March 13, 1912
Ben Kilpatrick and Ole Hobeck tried to rob a
GH&SA passenger train at Baxter’s Curve,
eight miles east of Sanderson. Express Agent
Dave Trousdale dispatched Kilpatrick with an
ice mallet and Hobeck with Kilpatrick’s gun. An
iconic photo of their dead bodies, propped
against a baggage cart, was made at the depot.
They were buried in this common grave. To see the marker for the Train Robbers, enter either Cedar Grove gate and make the first left, proceeding north to
the end of the road. The marker is in the northwest corner, surrounded by a
low, wrought-iron fence.

4. Clarence Mulkey American Legion Post #160 – turn back north on
Legion Street, to the right. It is named
for the first World War I veteran to die
in Sanderson, who passed away on
August 9, 1927.
American Legion
Post #160 and its Auxiliary are important supporters of events in the community.
5. Rock Tourist Camp - on Legion
Street, left side, adjacent to the Terrell
County Food Pantry. This was one of
the earliest motels in Sanderson, and
was operated by the Turner family.
Many people who moved to Sanderson in its hey-day called the motel
home, due to lack of housing in the
community.

6. The County Road and Bridge
Building - continuing north on Legion, to the left. This building first was
Turner’s Grocery Store, then a clinic
and dentist’s office. When it was considered unsafe for businesses, the
County Road and Bridge Department
took over the building. One room was
used for the county morgue during the
Flood of 1965. Now the front of the
building area is the Terrell County
Food Pantry, with county Road and Bridge offices to the rear.
7. La Hacienda – turn left on
Oak Street and proceed West
across the bridge to the southwest corner of 4th and Oak. This
was the home of Ochoa-Flores
Grocery, Café and Bar. This
building sported a corner gas
pump with a driveway entrance
from either Oak or 4th. Eventually
it was enclosed to form the present building, but evidence of the
original semicircular driveway can still be seen in the living room.

8. Old Terrell County Visitor Center - Outside
the Old Visitor Center (right) at 3rd and Oak, is a
history walk of Sanderson and Terrell County as
well as many species of cacti and plants native to
this area, with identifying tags. The walk features
obelisks of native limestone, decorated with Native
American petroglyphs created by local artist Ayako Monier and describing the
history of the area. This early 20th century building was originally the Rancho
Grande Bar, a local wateringhole with a colorful history.
To see the New Visitor Center, head west to
the corner of 2nd and Oak. The center has information about Big Bend National Park and
other scenic attractions in this part of Texas.
Terrell County merchandise, curios and informative books, including the Terrell County history
book, are for sale.
9. El Buen Pastor Methodist Church - from the Old Visitor Center on Oak Street turn north one block to 3rd and
Pine Street. This was a Hispanic Methodist Church built of
adobe made on the spot by church members in 1908. Its
Texas Historical Medallion was placed in 1962. To the
south is the new El Buen Pastor, erected in the ‘70s.
10. First Calvary Baptist Church – return
to Oak and go west to the corner of Oak
Street and 2nd. This building previously was
Cook’s Meat Market and Grocery Store.
The upstairs was a residence for the family. First Calvary Baptist Church began as
a store-front mission church in this building
in1978. The sanctuary now is to the rear in
a modern building.
11. Saint James Catholic
Church – continue north
on 2nd Street two blocks to
Hackberry. This building
was built to replace the
original Immaculate Conception Church (left) that
was located on Oak Street,
an adobe church built by
joint effort of all the parishioners. The new
building was constructed in 1941 of locallyquarried native limestone and contains beautiful slag glass windows with religious themes. The grotto shrine of Mary, to the right of the church entrance, is
especially beautiful and meaningful at holday time.

12. The General Alexander W. Terrell Monument is
located on the southeast Court House corner at 2 nd and
Hackberry, across from St. James. The county is named
for Confederate General Alexander W. Terrell, who
served in the State Senate and Legislature for sixteen
years. Terrell began his career as a lawyer from Missouri, then served as district court justice until the War.
He achieved the rank of brigadier general, leading a cavalry regiment in several major battles during the Red
River Campaign in Louisiana. At the end of the war he
exiled himself to Mexico to fight for Archduke Ferdinand
Maxmillian, Emperor of Mexico, but soon returned to reenter public life. A popular politician, he was reelected
over and over again, even though he publicly declined the nominations. He
also served as minister to Turkey during the Cleveland presidency. He spent
his remaining years as president of the Texas State Historical Society. He died
in 1912 and is buried in the state cemetery in Austin.

13. The Terrell County Veteran’s Monument
is on the south sidewalk leading to the main
entrance of the Court House. This monument
lists the Terrell County veterans who served in
World War I, World War II, Korea and the Vietnam War.

14. Centennial Time Capsule - located next to the Veteran’s Monument. Various items were collected and
sealed in 2005, in celebration of Terrell County’s 100 th
birthday. It is planned to be reopened in 2055 at the
county’s 150th anniversary.

15. Eagle Monument – Across from the Veteran’s Monument is a cast-iron eagle mounted on a spire of native limestone. An eagle was originally mounted on the Court
House at its construction, but was lost during a later renovation. Brought to the county several years ago, this eagle
was dedicated as a monument to the pioneer spirit of Terrell County.

16. Terrell County Court House - This
building was designed by architect
Henry T. Phelps and built in 1906-1907
in the Spanish Colonial Revival style. It
was renovated in 1930 and 1983, and
many of the Spanish Colonial elements
were removed and replaced with a
Mediterranean
facade.
The
Sheriff’s office
and jail are located in annexes to the Court House proper. The original jail was
a foreboding structure located to the rear of what is now
the east parking lot. Photo to right shows the Court
House in its original 1906 appearance.
17. Located adjacent to the Court House
is the Terrell County Library, which was
organized in 1968 and housed on the
second floor of the Court House. A separate building was built to house the much
needed Library of Terrell County in 1973,
a gift from the Sid Harkins family. The
library houses many items relevant to
Terrell County, in addition to a large video
collection and a much-used Children’s
Section.
18. The Mother’s Monument - returning to the front of the
Court House, on the southwest corner. This monument was
lovingly dedicated by the mothers of Terrell County and includes names of Terrell County service personnel killed during
World War II.
19. The High School building on Hackberry,
across from the Court House, was built in
1931. This delightful building with Art Deco
architectural elements is presently vacant. It
was built to augment and eventually replace
a ‘‘Little Red Schoolhouse” located south of
the present building. The school recently
built a new high School building south of the
Junior High School and to the east, a new
Industrial Arts building.

20. First Baptist Church – across the
street from the High School at 1st and
Hackberry. This beautiful structure was
constructed in 1927, replacing an earlier
building on the south corner of this intersection. The congregation was established in the early 1900s.

21. Sanderson Junior High School
– go east on Hackberry to 2nd Street,
across the street and south of St.
James Catholic Church. This unique
octagonal building was constructed in
1970. Serving 6th through 8th grade
students, the building boasts a large
library/commons area in the center of
the building. Sanderson schools are
highly rated by the state of Texas.
22. Lamar Ward Mexican School,
now the TCISD Band Hall, - go east
on Hackberry to the corner of 3rd and
Hackberry. As in all of Texas in that
pre-integration period, Sanderson Hispanic students, grades 1 – 8, were
segregated and schooled in this building. They were integrated into the
High School at grade nine. The mid’60s brought an end to this deplorable
practice.
23. Terrell County Fair Hall going
east on Hackberry, between 3 rd and 4th
Streets. Originally this building was the
Atletico Catolico, a meeting place which
played a large part in the entertainment
and life of the Hispanic people of Sanderson and Terrell County. The hall was
also used as a skating rink. For many
years if was home for the Veterans of
Foreign Wars. It was purchased in 2002
by the Terrell County Fair Association
and became the Terrell County Fair
Hall.

24. Terrell County Museum – go back to 2nd
Street and north one block to 2nd and Mansfield.
Home of the pioneer W. H. Lemons family, the
museum contains many
artifacts, photos and
documents of early Terrell County life.
Mr.
Lemons,
the
first
County Clerk for the
newly formed county,
built this home for his family in 1907.
25. The Joe Kerr Home - corner of Mansfield
and 2nd street, across from the Museum. The
Kerr Home was constructed by Joe Kerr,
Sr. and was the
home of the Edward
Kerr family and the
Hudson Kerr family,
prominent families in
the community. It replaced a beautiful Victorian style
home (r) built in 1906 by the W.H. Mansfields.
26. Dryden Methodist Church - located just behind Terrell County Museum, this building originally was located in Dryden, Texas, 20 miles to the
east of Sanderson. It was the center of
social and religious life for that community for decades. When the population
dwindled to a few souls, the church was
closed and moved to Sanderson where
it is used annually for community Easter
Sunrise Services and other meetings.
27. First Presbyterian Church - from the Dryden
Methodist Church, go north 1/2 block on 2nd St. to
2nd and Richard St. One of the
first churches in Sanderson, First
Presbyterian celebrated its centennial in 2009. This is the second building for the congregation.
The first was a frame structure
(right) in late Victorian style, located on School Street.

28. W.H. Savage Home - Diagonally
across the street from the Presbyterian
Church is the W.H. Savage home. The
Savages were very prominent members
of the community, members and leaders in many organizations. Mr. Savage
worked for forty-eight years for the railroad and Mrs. Savage was a beloved
teacher in the public school for twentynine years.
He had this Sears and
Roebuck kit home built in honor of their
wedding in 1923.

29. Bi-Centennial Park - from the Savage home go one block west on Richard St.
to 1st St., then south one block to the corner of 1st and Mansfield, west of the Court
House. This public park contains a play
ground, community swimming pool, water
playscape, an ancient wooden Eclipse
windmill and the new pavilion and cactus
garden. The park is free for public use but
the pavilion must be reserved in advance.
30. Church of Christ – proceed one block
west on Mansfield to Persimmon Street. The
Church of Christ building is located across
the street from Hominy Hill, humorously
named because of a neighborhood family
who were known in the community for their
hominy-making skills. The congregation was
formed in 1925 and the present building was
constructed in the1940s.
31. Cactus Capital Hiking Trail - go west one
block from the Church of Christ to School St.,
then turn right to the end of the road. The trail
winds around Hominy Hill, behind the TCISD
stadium and around Javelina Hill to the west,
exiting on the northwest side of town at Pine St.
and Wilson St. Magnificent vistas from the upper areas of the trail afford the hiker a birds-eye
view of the community. Native plants are
marked by informative signage.

32. First Methodist Church – go south on Persimmon from the Church of Christ, three blocks to
Pine and Persimmon. This is the oldest protestant church in Terrell County.
The original church (right) was
built in 1905 on land donated by
Charley Wilson, founder of Sanderson. Private donations from
the town people financed the
construction. It was used by
various denominations for church services in their beginnings.
The current church was built in the 1940s.
33. Bohlman Building - From 1st
Methodist Church, go south 1
block to Persimmon and Oak. This
stately building replaced Farley’s
Store, which burned in a spectacular fire in 1917. Fifty-five-gallon
barrels of gasoline stored next to
the building were said to have
launched like sky rockets. It was
thought that the fire might burn the
downtown section, but only the buildings on this corner were destroyed. The
Bohlmans erected this building in 1918, which contained a confectionary (candy
store) and picture show on the lower level and the St. Francis Hotel on the upper level.

34. Joe Kerr Building - continue south ½
block on Persimmon, third building on the left.
Once the center of operations for Joe Kerr Sr.
and the Kerr family enterprises, this building
now houses the Terrell County Tax Office.

35. Original Sanderson State Bank building –
adjacent to and south of the Terrell County Tax
Office. It has a Texas Historical Medallion on the
building, with marker number 4564, issued in
1962. It is not now in use.

36. Southern Pacific Depot – go south
on Persimmon to Downie street, across
from the Post Office. When the railroad
pushed through Sanderson in 1882, the
first depot was a box car on a siding. It
was soon replaced by a spacious, standard design depot and was the center of
Sanderson life for many years. Housed
in the depot was a café called the Beanery, and when Terrell County roads were
nothing more than trails this was the main point of entry for most visitors and
newcomers to Sanderson. Directly to the south of this building, across the main
line, was an engine servicing terminal with a roundhouse and turntable. Phased
out with the demise of steam locomotives, nothing remains of this historic facility. Sadly, the depot was demolished in October, 2012.
37. Southern Pacific Bunk House - at
Downie Street, go east one block. This building was a layover residence for Southern Pacific Railroad crews in the days of steam locomotives. Located just down the street from the
depot and engine servicing facilities, it was
home-away-from-home for hundreds of Southern Pacific employees for decades.
38. Harrell Dairy - Go east on Downie St.
to 2nd St. and turn right (south). Use caution crossing the railroad tracks! One-half
block south of the tracks is the Harrell
Dairy. During recent renovations, hundreds
of milk bottles were found buried in the
yard. This site is now a private residence
and not open to the public.
39. Old Fire House – go back to 1st Street and north ½
block, across from Kerr Mercantile. This facility was
used for many years until a new building was built on the
corner of Oak and 1st. An original fire truck is preserved
behind the Terrell County Museum at 2nd and Mansfield.
40. Frazier’s Meat Market – adjacent to the Fire House.
This two-storey structure held many businesses throughout
its history, but was originally a meat market owned by Mr.
Tip Frazier. An early photo shows dapper gentlemen in
black tie and white aprons serving a variety of meats and
products from a glass front display case, the first refrigerated case in Sanderson.

41. Kerr Mercantile - on 1st
and Oak Street. This business,
flagship of the Kerr family enterprises, began in the early days
of the county and quickly became the main retail outlet in
Sanderson. The store offered a
wide variety of products, from
groceries to housewares to
hardware to ranch equipment. If
they didn’t have it they could get
it for you. After decades of service to the community the store closed in the mid-’90s. Currently it houses an
antiques store.
42. Princess Theater – go east on Oak Street
1/2 block, between 1st and 2nd Streets. This
was the local cinema for many years, opening
in 1929 and closing in the 1970s. Films were
previously shown in public buildings, including
the old skating rink tent down by the depot.
The Princess afforded all the luxuries of a
“modern” theatre and all the great movies of
the day were exhibited.
43. The Masonic Hall - return to Oak and 1st and go
1/2 block north on 1st St. The Masons were strong in
Sanderson...many of the railroaders were members...and a fitting edifice was raised about 1930. The
red brick façade is decorated with two stately columns
topped with ionic capitals, soaring majestically from the
entrance steps thirty feet to the cornice and parapet, all
of dazzling white limestone. Over the entrance way
between the columns is the symbolic Masonic builder’s
square and compass icon, on a cornice with carved
shell-and-scroll pediment above the door. The frieze
and cornice that tops the building is truly a work of art,
designed and executed by a master stonemason in the
classical style. The Masonic Hall is truly the jewel of Sanderson buildings. It
now serves as a private residence.
44. Jolly Harkins Warehouse – return to Oak St.
and go two blocks west on Highway 90/Oak Street
to School Street. This building was used as a bulk
oil and gasoline distributorship. The building originally was located by the Southern Pacific tracks
and survived the flood of 1965, but was moved to
this location in recent years.

45. SP Bunk House #2 – north on
School Street, adjacent to the Jolly Harkins Warehouse. This was another Southern Pacific building for crews laying over
for their return trip, built in 1918. As a terminal, railroad crews changed trains at
Sanderson and returned to their starting
point. Union rules specified how long a
crew could work, so often they had to
spend the night here and return the next day. This adobe and stucco building
was used into the ‘90s.
46. Old Power Station and Ice House proceed west on Highway 90 (Oak
Street) to the road cut....structure located
south of the highway. Pretty much in its
original state, the building was built in
1929 and housed the power plant that
provided electricity for the
c om m unit y.
Rural electrification projects in the ‘30s and later
brought the end of local power generation. This
building replaced an earlier building (right) on the
side of the hill north of the highway (which was also
the waterworks), and which burned in 1928.
47. Old Wool House site - adjacent to the
Power House, all that remains of this historic
building is the clearly visible foundation. When
wool was king this building was the center of the
wool and mohair business of Terrell County.
Hundreds of thousands of pounds of wool and
mohair found its way to this place. The 1965
flood destroyed the building and a new one was built on Highway 285. The
end of government subsidies in the ‘90s spelled doom for the wool and mohair
business. (FYI - wool comes from sheep and mohair comes from goats.)

48. Terrell County Marker is one mile west on Highway 90,
just west of the Stripes Convenience Store. This imposing
pink granite monument and bronze plaque honors early
founders of Terrell County and was erected in 1936, the
year of Texas’ Centennial.

49. Stock Pens - west of town, on the
railroad, seen southeast of the Highway
90/285 intersection. Many thousand
head of cattle, sheep and goats were
loaded onto cattle cars from this facility.
In early days animals were rounded up
on local ranches and herded to town by
cowboys to the holding pens. The railroad dropped stock cars to the siding
and animals were loaded by wranglers.
Double-deck sheep cars were serviced
by special movable chutes, all clearly in
evidence to this day. NO ACCESS the very primitive road to the stock
pens is treacherous and crosses private property.

50. 90th Aero Squadron Air Field Marker – north on Highway 285, near
the wool house. The 90th Aero Squadron Flight “B” arrived in November,
1919, to open an airfield west of Sanderson near the present-day Wool
Commission warehouse. The squadron headquarters moved here from Eagle Pass on Jan. 20, 1920, and nine de Havilland DH-4 aircraft were used in
border patrol operations. A young Jimmy Doolittle was a frequent visitor.
The Terrell County Heritage Commission had this marker created to commemorate the site, which is now covered by flood control dam.

Gone … but not forgotten.
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Southern Pacific Railroad Terminal - 1. Depot 2. Roundhouse 3. Freight Yard

Tessman Blacksmith Shop, located at
Wilson and Oak.

Woodmen of the World Hall,
located on site of Masonic Hall
on 1st Street.

Mansfield Home, located at Mansfield
and 2nd.

Hancock Store, eventually became Kerr Mercantile, located at 1st and Downie

Bogusch Jewelry and McLymont Drug,
Located at 1st and Oak, built ca 1907.

Southern Pacific Roundhouse, located
opposite and south of the depot, built
1882.

First School House, built 1912, located on present tennis courts, 1st and Pine

Terrell County Jail, located
near site of Public Library

The 1906 Spanish Colonial Revival Court House disappeared in the 1932 rebuild.

The original First
Presbyterian
Church
building
was built at School
and Pine Street in
1910.
It served
faithfully
until
1947 when it was
replaced by the
new building at
2nd and Richard.
The
building
served as a religious and social
center
for
the
town.
The Cottage Bar
Saloon was one of
the first buildings
built in Sanderson,
by town father
Charlie Wilson. He
had it ready in time
to entertain the
incoming railroad
construction crews
in 1882. He had a
stormy relationship
with the railroad,
who didn’t like his
wares. It washed
away in 1965.
The
Sanderson
Waterworks, established by Charlie
Wilson but expanded by Ed
McGinley,
who
bought
Wilson’s
stake in Sanderson
in 1907. McGinley
added power and
light
generation
and an ice plant, all
of which burned in
1929.

Located at 1st and Downie, across from the depot.
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