SCRAPIE AND O
FEVVER FOR GOAT

PRODUCERS

Brought to you through a
Cooperative Agreement
with USDA/APHIS

Goat Producers are the Key
To Eradicating Scrapie in the U.S.

What is the Scrapie
Eradication Program?
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Brought to you through a
Cooperative Agreement
with USDA/APHIS

Why is Scrapie
Important?

How Does this Proposed Rule Affect Goat Owners?
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What Other Changes Does
this Proposed Rule Make?

What Other Changes Does
this Proposed Rule Make?

bl What Needs to be Done? Why Goat Producers are the Key

To Eradicating Scrapie in the U.S.

Why Should You Care?
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Coxiellosis (Query or Queensland Fever), more commonly known as Q-
fever is an infection caused by the bacteria Coxiella burnetti that can
survive in dried condition for extended periods.

It impacts cattle, sheep, and goats and can be a serious disease in
Humans as well.
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Reproductive Failure in Goats
= Abortions, Stillbirths
= Retained Placenta
= Infertility
= Weak newborns

- i * Low Birth Weights
It causes flu-like symptoms in humans. Mastitis in Cattle

Q-fever is usually
asymptomatic in
goats and sheep.
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The bacteria causes inflammation
and necrosis of the placenta in
susceptible pregnant does which
results in abortion. Non-pregnant
does do not develop clinical signs.
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Some does do not appear ill prior to aborting.
Others may stop eating and appear depressed
1 to 2 days prior to aborting.

The doe becomes immune after the initial
abortion, but can carry the bacteria indefinitely,
and shed it in milk, and urine and feces, and at
kidding.

Direct exposure to afterbirth poses the
highest risk for infection, but Q-Fever can
also be acquired by inhaling the bacteria in
contaminated airborne dust. Tick bites and
grazing contaminated pastures are also a
possible source of infection.
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To help prevent the spread of the infection,
clean up all afterbirth and affected bedding,
wearing protective gloves and mask.

Isolate does who have aborted from the rest
of the herd.

Dispose of contaminated material by burning,
burial or method used for hazardous waste.
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Goats with Q-Fever usually are not treated
since the doe becomes immune to the
disease after aborting. In addition, antibiotics
generally will not kill all the bacteria, which
could lead to higher resistance.

There are vaccines for cattle and humans, but
they are not available in the United States.
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Humans become infected primarily by
inhaling the bacteria in contaminated
air, or by handling infected fetuses and
afterbirth.

The disease can also be transmitted in
nonpasturized milk from infected does.

10/3/2016



§GOAT

=T 10N
¥ A
FEDEAAD

Humans can display severe flu-like
symptoms and are usually treated with
antibiotics. However, there are cases of
humans developing chronic Q-Fever in
spite of the use of antibiotics.

These Animals can be Carriers of Q-Fever

Unexplained
abortions in your
goats could be
caused by Q-fever.

= Birds
= (Cats
= Dogs
= Horses
= Rabbits
This Presentation
was brought to you
by the
American Goat Federation
through a grant from
USDA/APHIS.

For more information visit:

http://www.AmericanGoatFederation.org
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http://www.americangoatfederation.org/

