As we reach the end of the book of Genesis today 


and its' father son stories, 

we need to review some of the stories we skipped over 


or barely referenced in passing to establish what the Joseph story is doing.  

To start with, SLIDE

we have the first children of Adam and Eve, 



Cain and Able.  

You have two brothers and one, 


who lets Satan crouch at his door like a lion concerning Yahweh 



preferring the lion's offering.  


So ignoring God's will, SLIDE


Cain kills Able 




and claims not to be his “Brother's keeper.”  

In due time, 


God blesses Abraham with a third son, SLIDE


Seth, 


to fill the faithfulness of Able.  

Seth's birth starts the trend of men calling on the name of the Lord.  


So three sons occur, 


life, death, and new life all occurring through Cain, Able, and Seth.

We see something similar SLIDE

with Noah's three sons of Japheth, Shem, and Ham.  

You might notice that this is not the order they are listed in Genesis, 


but it is the most probable birth order.  

Scripture actually lists them based on prominence.  


Shem, 



the middle son 


creates the Hebrew People 



and eventually will lead to the conflict resolution of all the nations.  

Japheth will have conflict with Shem 


and then reconcile.  

Ham, 


the father of Canaan, 



causes death to happen 




via an indiscretion covered in Leviticus 18, 


likely causing the eventual birth of Canaan from this action 



in the tent of his father.  

Again, three sons 


leading to life, death, and new life has different notes, 


but the same theme.

Abraham's childhood follows the pattern in Genesis 12.  SLIDE

Abraham, son of Terach, 



has two brothers, Nahor and Haran.  


So Haran dies early on 



and Nahor marries Haran's wife 




and has children right away.  


Abram marries Sarai 



and they are barren for a long time, 




until God eventually brings life.

That episode leads to another spin off series SLIDE

where Abraham has a figurative 3 sons that we covered last week, 



with a twist.  


Ishmael is taken off to die once, 


then sent off a second time.  


The third life of Issac is lost, 



but then given back by God 




through a new sacrifice of the Ram.  SLIDE
A case could also be made for Isaac's twin boys being three.  


Jacob, Esau, 


and then Jacob's new name, 



Israel after wrestling with God.  

But surely we break the pattern SLIDE


with Jacob or Israel's children.  

After all, 


there are 12 of them.  

Amazingly, 


what we get instead is the pattern doing double time.  

Now we could do the awesome and wonderful comparison SLIDE

of Joseph's story showing us the death and resurrection parallel to Jesus.  



That works out through him being killed, 



descending to death as Pharaoh's prisoner, 



then rising to life as Pharaoh's right hand man.  

But that leaves behind our father son theme 


and the three sons theme I just worked so hard to establish.  

Again, that is in the story.  


Just not our focus today.

Working with the 3 sons theme, 


we are going to see two stories 



of three sons 


working in concert.  SLIDE
We will see Joseph dead, 

Joseph alive representing God as man, 


and Benjamin at one level of three.  

Then we will also see Joseph, 


Reuben, 


and Judah playing out this three brother theme as well.  

Which if we can hear echoes, 


could be transferred to Peter, James and John 



of Jesus' 12 disciples. 

Joseph, Rueben, and Judah come to the forefront early on 


when they are getting rid of Joseph 



after his prophecies of ruling over all.  

Rueben was the firstborn of Leah 


and Joseph the first born of Rachel



and youngest of the other 10.  


Judah comes as the fourth born to Leah of six.  SLIDE
Recall that Jacob loved Rachel more than Leah


and put Joseph in higher regard than the rest, 



most famously demonstrated in the “technicolor dream coat” gift.  

As the brothers are deciding how to get kill their pesky brother, 


Reuben comes up with a plan.  

In 37:21, 


“21 When Reuben heard this, 



he tried to rescue Joseph from their hands. 




“Let’s not take his life,” he said. 


22 “Don’t shed any blood. 




Throw him into this cistern here in the desert, 





but don’t lay a hand on him.” 

Reuben said this to rescue him from them 


and take him back to his father.”  

His plan is one as Joseph, 


I would gladly accept.  SLIDE
But the question is, 


is that plan God's will?  

In verse 26, 


after Joseph is in the cistern, 

Judah offers an updated plan foiling Reuben's, 


undercutting his older brothers authority.  SLIDE


“26 Judah said to his brothers, 


“What will we gain if we kill our brother 



and cover up his blood? 

27 Come, let’s sell him to the Ishmaelites 



and not lay our hands on him; 


after all, 



he is our brother, 




our own flesh and blood.” 


Flashes of being his brothers keeper are sprouting here.



His brothers agreed.”  

So it goes, 


the coat is shredded 


and Joseph begins his Egypt adventure of life, 



suffering, 



death, 



and being raised to new life as a God man, 




the image bearer of Pharaoh.  

Time passes and a plague has come upon the land 


and death is being faced by Joseph's family from starvation, 


they head to Egypt to find life.

Unbeknownst to them, 


they are meeting with their defeated death brother.  

In their first meeting, SLIDE

they let Joseph know that despite his faked death, 



a full blood brother exists 



and is with their father.  

A brother Joseph never knew he had exists, 


but his mother is dead.  

The folly of Rachel is seen in their names 



as Joseph means “may he add” 

playing on the theme that Rachel was trying to keep up with Leah on sons for Jacob.  

Where as Benjamin is 


the “son of the right hand” or righteousness.  



Benjamin's birth led to Rachel's death.

So Joseph starts setting up to test his brothers.  


You know the ones who sold him into slavery 



and told his father that he was dead.  SLIDE
He calls them spies 


and puts them in prison for a period of time.  

Can you guess how long they thought they were going to die?  SLIDE

Three days.  

Rueben speaks the truth that their sin is coming back upon them, 


but doesn't do anything to change the course.  

So Joseph choses Simeon to stay with them 


and sends the rest back.  SLIDE
The test is 


whether they will bring the youngest son back with them, 



to prove they are not spies.  

Then another level with the silver in their bags.  


As the silver is discovered, 



Jacob recognizes the need to survive, 



but also that he is losing sons fast.  SLIDE
Joseph is gone, 

Simeon is stuck there, 


and now they want to take Benjamin.  

Jacob refuses to let his last connection to Rachel go. 


 Rueben is willing to offer his two sons to Jacob 



if they can not bring Benjamin back.

A few months later, 


as all the food is gone, 



the need to go arises again.  SLIDE
This time, 


Judah stands before his father 


and offers not his children, 



but himself to his Father.  


He will bear the blame.  

This time, 


Jacob consents to send Benjamin 



rather than have them all starve.  

Upon returning to Egypt with Benjamin,


 they pass Joseph's first test 


and return the silver.

Joseph begins to test them again SLIDE

and has them over for dinner. 

Arranged at the table by age, 


Joseph gives Benjamin 5 times the portions of everyone else.  

He knows they lied to their father once, 


because they were jealous of him.  

Now they have shown they are becoming men of their word with the silver, 


but has the jealousy gone of Rachels children?   

The 5 portions 


are the coat of many colors on replay.

Joseph sends them off with their silver again


and his silver cup of divination.  



Then sends his guard after them.  

An interesting exchange happens.  


They claim, SLIDE
“If any of your servants is found to have it, 


he will die; 



and the rest of us will become my lord’s slaves.”  

The servant responds, 

“let it be as you say. 


Whoever is found to have it 



will become my slave; 




the rest of you will be free from blame.” 


That is a reduced sentence 



that they don't even realize is happening.  

We know the cup is found in Benjamin's bag, 


which means the other brothers can go and be guilt free, 



just like they tried to be when the sent Joseph away.

The brothers are repentant 


and all tear their clothes and return to Joseph.  

It is Judah who gives a long recounting of events SLIDE

and shares that he has offered his life to the father 



if Benjamin does not return.  

He can not bear that shame, 


so he asks that Joseph would take him as a substitution 



to pay for the wrong that they have done to Pharaoh 



and this man representing Pharaoh.  

At this, 


the brothers who sold him into slavery truly exist no more.  


They are new brothers.  

And they are 12 sons of Jacob once again 


and eventually bring their Father to live in this new garden of Eden 



with a god-like man.  


We can start a new cycle over again.

As we start this new cycle, 


we need to tie up a couple of pieces.  SLIDE
For the sons of Rachel, 


we had three.  



Pompous Joseph telling everyone that they will bow to him, 



Benjamin, 



and finally Humble Joseph 




providing the way for Israel to continue to exist 





and not die from famine.  

The one who sees how God's will was working through all of this 


to bring new life.

This Joseph is also matched up with Judah and Rueben 


who are growing as well.  

Rueben, 


the oldest moving from letting nature take its course 


to being willing to lay down the lives of his sons.  

A start, 


but not the full embodiment of our God.  

Judah however moves from, 


how do we not get blood on our hands 


and make a profit 



to “I am willing to lay down my own life 



for the life of Benjamin, 




my family, 




and Israel as a whole.”

Which leaves us to ponder, 


which son are we to typecast after?  SLIDE
Joseph 


who realizes that the suffering he faces 


and the death he dies 



is part of God's bigger plan?  

Or Judah, 


who lays down his life for others?  

What these sons are showing us 


are two aspects of what Jesus did.  

What Jesus did for us 


will never be able to be fully lived into by just one person.  

It takes two, 


sometimes three people 



to start reflecting the incredible gift Jesus gave us in his life,



 death and resurrection.  

Which is often why there are often three sons 


who are constantly growing and changing 



to demonstrate what God did for us 


as earlier prototypes.  

If you are wondering why Jesus came from the line of Judah, SLIDE

it is understandable at first, 



because it gets lost in the story of Joseph.  

But when we start looking at the three sons interacting, 


it rises to the surface 

and his willingness to die for his father's peace of mind 


and love of his brothers becomes clear, 

as he offers up his life for others.  


Let us follow Judah's footsteps in addition to Joseph's.
