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[bookmark: _Hlk211702487]1 Corinthians 1:11–17, 20
11 It has been made clear to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. 12 What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” 13 Has Christ been divided? . . . Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14 I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so that no one can say that you were baptized in my name. 16 I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else. 17 For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel—and not with eloquent wisdom . . .  20Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?
Matthew 4:12–23
12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 13 He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14 so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:
15 “Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the gentiles—16 the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned.”
17 From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 18 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishers. 19 And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of people.” 20 Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 21 As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them.  22 Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.

Paul has a powerful sense of irony. He is aware that the greatest wisdom is treated as rubbish, and that unimportant things, like status and power, are treated with respect in this world. Unity is one of the important things, but self-important and worldly “wisdom” is not. He sees unity being shattered by the factionalism at Corinth. In a fairly insulting remark, he says he’s glad that he baptized only three people in Corinth. The implication is that he is responsible for the spiritual progress—or lack of progress—of whomever he baptized. He’s scolding them by saying he doesn’t want to be saddled with the responsibility for how foolish the Corinthians really are. Really, he does take on a kind of parental responsibility for them, and tries to convince them to overcome their factionalism and to stay loyal to Christ alone. Later in the letter, he will give an address exhorting them to love, and another one designed to strengthen their faith in a spiritual resurrection. He ends the love address by saying “now faith, hope, and love remain, these three, and the greatest of these is love” (1 Cor 13:13). The resurrection talk ends with this: “When this perishable body puts on imperishability and this mortal body puts on immortality, then the saying that is written will be fulfilled: . . . ‘Where, O death, is your sting?’” (15:54–55). There is plenty of sarcasm and criticism in the early chapters of First Corinthians, but the letter ends up with some of the most positive and hopeful messages found anywhere.
There is a message about wisdom and spiritual growth underlying the whole letter. Even the mockery of snobby “wisdom” implies that there is a real wisdom to be obtained, probably having to do with faith, hope, and love.
The Matthew passage is very different, and hard to relate to the first passage, but we will find there is a connection. When we come to the Matthew gospel, we go back in time, in two ways, by looking in on the beginning of the formation of the apostolic corps, and by visiting an Isaiah text. The Isaiah passage quoted by Matthew is from Isaiah of Jerusalem, or First Isaiah. Galilee is called Galilee of the Gentiles, probably because of the many Gentiles living there, though it was majority-Jewish territory. There were twelve regions assigned to the twelve tribes of Israel. Possibly because of some battles fought and lost in Zebulun and Naphtali, that are said to have dwelt in darkness, but Isaiah says they have now seen a great light. Nazareth is in Naphtali, right near the border with Zebulun. Jesus growing up there fulfills an obscure passage promising a great light for Zebulun and Naphtali.
When we look at the story about Jesus and the apostles, we see that Matthew makes it sound like Jesus called Andrew, Peter, John, and James out of the blue and that they immediately begin following him. But in John’s gospel we read that Andrew and Peter were originally followers of John the Baptist, and that they knew Jesus and saw him baptized (John 1:35–42). Luke tells us that James and John were fishing partners of Peter (5:10). Thus, these four men knew Jesus through their mutual connection with John the Baptist. So when Jesus went and called Peter, Andrew, John, and James they already knew who he was, and that he was honored by John.
Jesus’ call did carry a strong demand for these men. They had to leave their families for a while, join up with an independent prophet who had no institutional support, travel through Jewish and Gentile regions preaching and ministering, with no certainty about where it would all lead. It was a profound act of faith to join up with him. He had some expectations of them, just as we will see that Paul had expectations of the members of his churches. Jesus expected that the apostles would get over their biases against Samaritans and Gentiles, and their tendency to look down upon women and children. Fishers of people must be willing to catch all fish. Paul expected Jewish and Gentile Christians to get along without any feelings of superiority on either side, and to be able to overcome factionalism. Both of them wanted no part of the rich feeling superior to the poor. There were certain moral standards and certain levels of spiritual progress that believers were expected to attain. Jesus used several images to picture this need to grow; he spoke of trees needing to bear good fruit, of wheat coming to the full corn in the ear, and of investing your talents so they make some profit (Matt 7:19; Mark 4:28; Matt 25:27). These are all meant to illustrate spiritual growth.
People who followed Jesus were expected to grow in wisdom, to know about inward purity and sincerity, to not seek to lord it over their fellows. They’re expected to be forgiving, and to seek God’s kingdom over all else. As sure as there are disciples of Jesus, there are people who should be growing in wisdom, mercy, and goodness.
Of course, we need to bear fruit. We need to get some spiritual profit in our lives. If you are honest and diligent, it will happen naturally, just as physical growth happens naturally for a young person. We are all young, spiritually speaking, and we should be growing. Be in that place of gratitude and graciousness where growth comes naturally. You needn’t strain, but you should desire to grow. That is God’s will, on earth and in heaven.

