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Israel: Human rights hypocrisy in Gaza
Human rights and international law, or at least the accompanying rhetoric, are an integral part of 21st-century warfare. In Iraq,
Afghanistan and whenever Israel acts to defend its citizens, a cacophony of United Nations ideologues and their allies in groups such
as Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch automatically condemn the use of force as a “war crime.” In contrast, their
silence is deafening in the face of mass attacks conducted by terrorists from “the Global South,” and in which the victims are from
democracies.
This moral hypocrisy is on display in the “human rights discourse” during the latest round of warfare between Israel and the Hamas
terror group that controls Gaza (a member in good standing of the Global South). In the first hours following the long-delayed Israeli
response to rocket attacks that terrorized millions of civilians, the flood of righteous condemnations began. Without any evidence,
Israel was immediately accused of “war crimes” and “human rights violations,” and these claims are often copied in the media without
thought or verification, fueling the campaigns that demonize Israel.
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Amnesty International — which has a history of intense anti-Israeli ideological bias hidden behind a thin façade of human rights —
immediately asserted that “Israel’s assassination of Ahmad al-Jabari, the head of Hamas’ military wing has placed civilians in Gaza
and southern Israel at grave risk.” The thousands of rocket attacks targeting Israeli civilians, for which Jabari was responsible,
including dozens in recent days, were ignored because they did not fit the anti-Israel straightjacket worn by many Amnesty officials.
Krystian Benedict, Amnesty U.K.’s “campaigns manager,” has flooded his Twitter account with snide attacks on Israel.
Amnesty’s statement on the Jabari killing also repeated the bogus legal claims used in the previous political wars against Israel,
including Lebanon (2006) and Gaza (December 2008/January 2009) and then reiterated in the discredited Goldstone report and
other UN frameworks. In the latest version, they claimed to have “gathered evidence” of “indiscriminate attacks … in denselypopulated residential areas that will inevitably harm civilians.”
In reality, Amnesty has no ability to “gather evidence” in a war zone — instead, they simply repeat the “eyewitness testimony” from
the spokespeople of the given terror groups — whether Taliban in Afghanistan, al-Qaeda in Iraq, Hezbollah in Lebanon or Hamas in
Gaza.
And in their warped logic, it is not Hamas — which places and launches deadly rockets from homes and schools — that is guilty of war
crimes, but rather the Israeli forces defending their citizens.
Similarly, an Oxfam International statement implied that Israel was not abiding by “obligations under international law.” Oxfam,
which ostensibly is a humanitarian aid organization, has no credentials to make legal judgments. To make matters worse, they repeat
the immoral equivalence between deliberate Palestinian terrorist attacks launched from civilian areas and directly targeting civilians
with necessary Israeli self-defence. Oxfam called on Israel to halt military operations in Gaza, while offering no alternatives to protect
Israel’s population.
Indeed, Amnesty, Oxfam and other NGOs have no independent means of analyzing any military activity and determining the facts or
legality. In April 2002, it was an Amnesty “expert” — Derek Pounder — who appeared on the BBC and “confirmed” the “Jenin
massacre” lie. This NGO human rights expert, like many others, including Goldstone, simply repeated Palestinian claims — that is the
entirety of their methodology.
The strategy of using human rights claims to attack Israel was adopted in September 2001, during the infamous NGO Forum of the
UN Durban conference, in which 1,500 delegations and 5,000 officials, including officials from Amnesty and Human Rights Watch,
participated. (Canadian officials under the Liberal government played a central role in promoting and funding this travesty, in which
“anti-racism” was used as a grounds for racist attacks.) This forum adopted a final declaration, written during a preparatory
conference held in Teheran, which used the rhetoric of “apartheid,” “genocide” and “war crimes” to promote the “complete isolation”
of Israel. The Durban strategy was implemented in Jenin, Lebanon (in 2006) and Gaza on many occasions, and again in the current
round.
As these and other examples demonstrate, the human rights network, including once honourable groups such as Amnesty
International, Oxfam and Human Rights Watch, has lost its moral compass. These organizations, in close co-operation with the
thoroughly corrupted United Nations Human Rights Council, have exploited universal ethical principles and the real suffering of black
South Africans under apartheid to wage political war against Israeli democracy. By abusing allegations of “war crimes” in these
ideological campaigns, they are undermining the legal structures established to bring genocidal dictators to justice.
The moral foundations of universal human rights are incompatible with these anti-democratic double standards and hypocrisy.
National Post
Gerald Steinberg is professor of political science at Bar Ilan University and president of NGO Monitor, a
Jerusalem-based think tank.

Find National Post on Facebook
Most Popular

http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2012/11/20/gerald-m-steinberg-human-rights-hypocrisy-in-gaza/

2/10

3/27/2014

Israel: Human rights hypocrisy in Gaza | National Post

John Ivison: Top civil

Andrew Coyne: Even

Joe O'Connor: MLSE's

Gary J. Bass: Nixon

Topics: Full Com m ent, Gaza, Hum an Rights, Israel, Politics

×

Comments for this thread are now closed.

66 Comments

National Post

1

Sort by Best

Share

Sassylassie

•

joshwex90
Favorite

a year ago

When did Hamas start caring about human rights, women are treated like property and forced to wear cloth prisons. Freedom of religion
is denied non-Muslims. The people are entitled to not one single human right under Sharia Law. I find it absolutely sickening the left
blather on about human rights but are mute on the abuse of the Palestinian people by Hamas.
34
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Goyo_Smith

Sassylassie • a year ago

You have spit running down your chin!
4
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mizfolia

Goyo_Smith • a year ago

Goyo, Sassylassie was being quite moderate in her opinion - she could rightfully have added MANY more examples of
loss of freedoms under Sharia law, including - loss of life, by eg. stoning, beheading, etc. if you happen to defy certain of
their "laws".
22
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mizfolia • a year ago

Don't confuse him with facts, progressives love Sharia Law.
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Goyo_Smith • a year ago

Damn straight, the bearded fanatics make my skin crawl they belong in the middle ages living in caves picking bugs out of
each other's hair. The women will do fine without the seventh century barbarians.
13
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Israel was given a desert by the UN and turned that desert into a garden. The Palestinians turned their desert into a worse desert
because they spent all of their energies trying to eradicate Israel instead of developing their lands. Palestinian emigres I know, and I know
several, say they left Palestine not because of anything Israel has done but because they fear Hamas' wrath if they publicly disagree with
Hamas' oppression. Remember, these Hamas militants hide behind women and children, like most Islamist men. But, hey, if you antiIsrael, anti-Jew Hamas apologists want to weep, wail and knash your teeth, have at it. There has never been a battle that did not kill noncombatants, and there never will be. It's sad, but it's a fact of life.
32
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$3 billion in aide per year for decades would make that a bit easier...dontcha think?
4
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Goyo_Smith • a year ago

And what has the PLO, PA and Hamas done with billions of Western aid over the past decade or two?? They have
purposely invested it in creating and maintaining a hell-hole for their people and in personal enrichment.
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the numbers aren't even close to matching up. don't create a false equivalency
3

• Share ›

pottedplant

Give me a break • a year ago

Out to lunch.
The Palestinians have received so much money over the decades that their current circumstances are well
deserved.
They ask and beg for death. Why do you stand in their way?
7
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Give me a break • a year ago

You are correct, the Palestinians aren't routinely threatened with genocide. The Palestinians' costs are
substantially less.
4
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Goyo_Smith • a year ago

Not even a well thought out response, all that money does is slightly defray the high cost of defence expenditures. Then
again all you do here is obfuscate.
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Hamas leadership is doing nothing less than operationalizing the sentiments and program found in the supposedly 'historical-only'
founding charter.
They have never replaced that charter, nor amended it.
The charter's preamble cheerfully predicts the obliteration of Israel in no uncertain terms; the charter predicts the destruction of the
'Jews' by that name, the charter in at least 3 locations makes reference the Protocols and the secret machinations through
Freemasonry, rotary clubs, Lions clubs, in a bizarre melange of paranoid lunacy that would befit the worst of the tin-foil hatters, birthers,
truthers, and the like.
And with the firing of Iranian missiles, it should not only not be a surprise that Israel has taken on the awkward task of surgical operations
on a horribly complex Hamas teratoma that has infiltrated every level of healthy Gaza tissue, but that Israel should turn to the question of
the ankle-biting actions of Iran and what can be done shortly to expedite the necessary destruction of that regime. The current strategy of
economic isolation is taking far too long.
24
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DSB111

dannyR • a year ago

All the arm-chair posters know nothing about what's behind the scenes.
Try this on:
http://nader.org/2012/11/20/is...
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dannyR

DSB111 • a year ago

Summarize it for me. What's Nader got to say these days?
1
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The alliance between the left wing (who are suppose to stand for human rights and values) and conservative islamists (who barely
believe in any human rights) is baffling.
20
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It's very baffling. Almost like - the left ... wouldn't care if they didn't have any rights as long as it was under Islamic law? How does
that work? It truly is weird.
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Why did the Post shut down comments on this other story?
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Why did the Post shut down comments on this other story?
Why?
"Comments for this thread are now closed."

What is the matter with you? You put this story on the front page with a big photo, then you shut down comments for no apparent
reason?
I'm fed up with this random censorship.
"Hamas Gunmen Execute Six 'Israeli Spies' On Busy Gaza Street Corner"
http://news.nationalpost.com/2...
9
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noahbody • a year ago

NP is into molding opinion and outcomes now noah, some disappear, some appear in a parralel NP universe, and some are shut
done altogether, after asking what we think.
11
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Guest • a year ago

Gawd, you want to see molding try getting comments on HuffPost.
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It's sorta like media Robocalling, IMV.
8
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If they don't want to see our comments then they shouldn't print stories like that and put them on the front page for
everyone to see.
8
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And if they don't want mine or want to give me free speech, the subscription will not be part of my NP vocabulary. I
don't need other posters to agree with me, to have dialogue - but I abhor suppression of thought in any public
forum.
I'm not talking about other posters here but ' runners' of public forums.
Censors and moderators should be required for manners only!
4
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I am getting quite creative, in giving them benefit of my opinions
;)
3
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Anyone, any organization calling for fair justice and a day in court here? No, not likely. We recognize Palestinian arabs as violent
children, products of incredibly dysfunctional families and tribes (at least in the context we live in) and, in the cowardly
spirit/values of our time avoid suggesting, and if necessary forcing them to change their ways. Horrors that we should expect
anything of anyone if we have to take responsibility for addressing the matter, let alone acknowledging the problem(s).
Can you imagine the outcry if Israel did this to suspected spies, bombers, murderers etc, etc, on its streets.?
7

• Share ›

RationalIdeas

•

a year ago

Lies from the left? Who knew?
13
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Think of HR criticism against Israel as a sign of respect, which they don't show towards the abusers of the Global South.
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Think of HR criticism against Israel as a sign of respect, which they don't show towards the abusers of the Global South.
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Hamas' leadership is not irrational by making the elimination of Israel its objective, since Israel forcefully evicted the Palestinian people
from their homes in 1948. The UN voted for a partition plan and expected the people to sit quietly while a foreign entity decided their fate.
Of course if the people living in that land were allowed to create and administer their own nation (following the collapse of the Ottoman
Empire, when Britain decides to annex the territory), this problem would never exist. But no, the victors of war chose to hijack authority in
the region, and then you have Aliyah Bet (illegal Jewish immigration to Palestine from 1934-1948) which significantly altered the
demographic in the land, and ultimately caused the civil war between Palestinian Arabs and Jews. The conflict stems from the moment
the United Nations decided to impose its will on the Palestinian people, and the moment Zionists decided to impose the UN's will on the
Palestinian people. Thus people who shared a long history with the land were forced off from their homes, justifying Hamas' aggressive
stance towards Israel.
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Some random guy • a year ago

Random guy, that isn't all of it by a long shot. It's a Holy War, and by golly, they want the end of the Jewish people and all of the
infidels including most of us!!!
11
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I find it hard to embrace articles such as this that criticize or reject criticism of Israel's responses to missile strikes when there is no
concern displayed whatsoever for the deaths of innocent civilians in Gaza and no justification provided that Israel is acting
proportionately in its self-defence and ensuring the protection of civilians. Bias is always easy to spot, except in the mirror.
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Of course, no one wants the innocent to to pay the ultimate price for the guilty ones. But the reality is the those cowardly
terrorists are in fact putting those innocent civilians in harms way by placing their rocket launchers over their houses, schools,
hospitals- you get the picture. Let's see how long you would last before you retaliated if you were the recipient of a daily doze of
deadly rockets. Israel has shown restraint far greater than any other nation ever has in the past or even in the present.
Unfortunately, many people like yourself fall victim to popular anti-Israeli Media and buy into the warped reporting which
relentlessly work to influence our opinions and to demonize a nation whose only goal is to live in peace.
11
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Funny, I didn't realize I had fallen victim to popular anti-Israel media because I didn't even take a side in this conflict. I
thought I was suggesting that given the nature of the article (i.e. accusing human rights NGOs of being biased against
Israel and unfounded in their accusations) the author could have demonstrated some concern for the issues these NGOs
had raised, if only to debunk them. I mean even the most vicious of commentators to this post have made an effort to
rationalize Palestinian civilian deaths. But, like I said bias is easy to spot except in the mirror.
1
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I don't know the latest tally, but it's something like 100+ Palestinians dead to 4 Israeli dead. And you presume to speak of terror directed
at Israel? Israel has a policy of 10 Palestinians dead to every Israeli death. Well, they exceeded themselves this time.
The majority of the Palestinian dead were civilians, including children. Israel is the only country in the world whose government
assassinates leaders of a democratically-elected foreign country.
Go to hell, Mr. Steinberg.
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ambrose99 • a year ago

Every last death is on Hamas doorstep.
Why don't you go to hell instead, and join the Hamas supporters, since they are there if it exists
6
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a country that was created without the consent of people already living in the region, and which has now taken these people hostage and
cut them off from all semblance of a normal life cannot be said to be 'defending itself'. especially when you compare the death tolls the
two sides have sustained, or the $3B+/year they receive from the US. they need to focus on more projects like the Iron Dome, and
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two sides have sustained, or the $3B+/year they receive from the US. they need to focus on more projects like the Iron Dome, and
actually defend rather than attack.
In addition, you make the claim that the rockets from Gaza are somehow worse because the victims are 'from democracies', as if the
people living there all chose whether or not it was a democracy. to further the point, you may not personally like Hamas, but the last
Palestinian elections were called 'extremely professional', 'free', 'transparent', etc etc etc. I suspect you're one of those people who
preached spreading democracy before Iraq and Afghanistan, but then got upset when the Muslim Brotherhood got elected. Such is the
nature of democracy.
5
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Give me a break • a year ago

Life is what happens, not what could should or ought to happen. The State of Israel was created at end of WW2 and no amount
of revising after the fact, can or will change it now.
13
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Give me a break

Guest • a year ago

fair, but historical context is important in decision making sometimes. there's no reason for them to be blockading an
entire group of people.
2
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Give me a break • a year ago

With all due respect I don't think you've imagined how you would think if you lived in a country the size of the GTA,
surrounded by hostile enemies who did not accept your right to exist, were constantly calling for your destruction,
refused to make peace, and were regularly shooting rockets at you to make their point. You might see a reason to
be blockading them.
15
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Check out historical content of why it was created, and with no real opposition at time; and the similarities
between Hamas and 3rd Reich behaviours.
2 wrongs seldom equal 1 right - anywhere but comment sections., and then based on voting prefernces, often as
not.
I understand where you are coming from, but would agree more if neither side were lobbing missiles.... being a
pacifist historian, who is regularly accused of warmongering - for lookng at both sides of this conflict..
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I fully agree with you. I realize comment appeared quite one-sided, but only due to the article being equally onesided the other way. I know WHY it was created, but still don't agree that it was the right choice. but then again
hindsight is always 20/20.
2
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So where do we go from here, globally, to be fair?
• Share ›
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I watched a fellow being interviewed yesterday on CTV or CNN, can't remember, and can't remember the fellow's
name either, I've watched so much news lately - but: he said, how about if the Palestinian people in some
reasonably near future ( we hope ) made some kind of peace with Israel ( and vice versa too of course ) and
together they could work out the "knots" and have a lasting peace, living together. They could be a real
powerhouse in the world, together. I thought it sounded like a dandy idea.
5
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First step on all sides is to be at table in good faith, this includes Egypt now, and U>N in general, not just Palestine
and Israel.
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Guest • a year ago

I wish I had a good answer for you.
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And me for you...
1
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If you disapprove of countries which were created without the consent of people already living there, you shouldn't live in
Canada... or the United States... or anywhere else in the Western Hemisphere.
12
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funny that the argument you bring up in and of itself is a demonstration of why the UN resolution was insensible. If Israel
had to be given back to the Jews, let's give the Americas back to the Natives. Neither conquest was defensible. The
difference is, the 20th century was a time when a statement was made to the world that conquest would no longer be
tolerated. a lot had changed in the intervening 400 years.
3

• Share ›

noahbody

Give me a break • a year ago

So you've rationalized your continued presence on stolen land in the New World because it wasn't taken during
the 20th Century.
What else happened during the 20th Century... right, I almost forgot, The Holocaust. If any group of persecuted
refugees ever deserved to be granted their own country, far away from their killers, it would have to be the Jews.
12
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noahbody • a year ago

ya, pretty much. if you really wanna start re-drawing borders why not go all the way back to ancient Greece, Egypt,
and Persia? Also, a major difference: the Natives never had ownership of the land (they don't 'believe in that'). the
Palestinian people have deeds to the houses that they are still being driven out of in the West Bank. The
Holocaust was a nightmare, but two wrongs don't make a right.
3
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Well it's too late now. We're not going to pack up and go back to whichever part of the Old World our ancestors
came from, if we could even decide which country and which part of which country because most of us are mixed
ancestry after hundreds of years of immigration. And even if we could work all that out, the people in those
countries might not even want hundreds of millions of people moving there for some reason, and they would
consider us foreigners.
You are basically saying it was wrong for the Jews to go and found a new country away from their killers, and the
people in the area don't like them, so therefore they should leave. And go where? They will be chased by antiSemites even if they move to Antarctica. They have been hated for centuries. It has nothing to do with the state of
Israel. The Holocaust and all the pogroms across Europe and the Middle East predate the state of Israel.
Even after the war, they weren't welcome in Europe. People were actually blaming them for the war. They were
still being attacked when they tried to return home. Going to live on a small patch of desert which was their
ancestral home, and was occupied only by a handful of goatherders and farmers, probably seemed like a good
idea at the time. They can't go back, and why should they.
Canada isn't going to roll itself up and cease to exist, neither is the United States, and neither is Israel. What's
done is done. The Palestinians need to accept this just like the Celts had to adjust to the Anglo-Saxons, the
Romans had to adjust to the Visigoths, and people across North Africa and the Middle East had to accept the
see more
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