years

of Art
Lake County Art League—Active since 1934

LCAL Presidents
Mrs. T.W.F. Davies 1934 & 1935
Tom Wilder 1936 & 1937
Dean Bacon 1938 & 1939
Edna Chapman 1940
Charles Longabaugh 1941 & 1942
Robert Fulton 1943
Mrs. John White 1944 & 1945
Mrs. Abe Schwartz 1946 & 1947
Phil Wight 1948 & 1949
Mrs. A.D. Kaufman 1950 & 1951
Mrs. Lloyd White 1952 & 1953
Edward Twentyman 1954 & 1955
Mrs. Arthur Weston 1956
Mrs. Fred Lindahl 1957
Michael Taterka/Lavern Finnegan 1958
Mrs. L.E. Finnegan 1959
Mrs. Douglas Frost 1960
Mrs. E.E. Gonyo 1961 & 1962
Gerhardt Sauermann 1963 & 1964
Shirley Shaft 1965 & 1966
Mrs. Wm. Witten 1967 & 1968
Jean Graff 1969
Leroy Wiese 1970
Lorraine Ford 1971 & 1972
Catherine Gourley 1973 & 1974
Liz Whitten 1975 & 1976
Carl Foerster 1977 & 1978
Carol Contario 1979
Carol Contario Keene 1980
Linda Isakson 1981 & 1982
Alice DeRossi 1983 & 1984
Malcolm Layson 1985 & 1986
Dave Roberts 1987, 1988, & 1989
Linda Thorne to 10-4-90
Edgar McShane 1990 & 1991
Betty Drapalik 1992 & 1993
Irene Royce 1994 & 1995
Virginia Morrisseau 1996 & 1997
Brian Kent 1998
Skip Wiese 1999 & 2000
Jim Brooksher/Hazel Spiers 2001
Darlene Schoenke 2002
Julie Twomey 2003 & 2004
Ted Foss 2005
Linda Kollacks 2006 & 2007
Leisa Corbett 2008
Ali Albakri 2009

All artwork presented in this booklet was created by
members of the Lake County Art League and
displayed at our Members Shows and/or Monthly
Competitions since 2006. Included are works in
watercolor, oil, pastel, pen and ink, acrylic, pencil,
charcoal, encaustics, scratchboard, as well as mixed
media and photographs. We hope you enjoy a glimpse
of the talents of our members.

1934 TO 1984
LAKE COUNTY ART LEAGUE celebrates its 50th birthday.
At such a landmark date it is fitting to stop and consider our roots, our history, our aims
and the direction in which we are going.
Our club was the brainchild of a woman, Mrs. T.W.F. Davies, a founding member of the.
North Shore Art League, who had moved from Winnetka to Waukegan. Among her new acquaintances here she found art enthusiasts that liked to sketch, paint, carve, and model. At her
home on Oct. 5, 1934 these art lovers organized the Lake County Art League, named the group
and started it on its way. Although the only members at the time were Mrs. Davies, Mrs. Fred
Randolph, Mrs. Kenneth Wilkins, Miss Harriet Connolly, Betty Ross (Wyllie), Faith Soules, and
Mrs. A.E. Enerson, the league grew astonishingly so that before the month was over, officers
had been elected and the first exhibition was planned for Nov. 3 at the Karcher Hotel. The
show included 150 paintings.
By-laws were drawn up and regular monthly meetings with outside artists lecturing and
demonstrating were begun. The dues were set at $2.50. The membership was set up as
"Producing Artists" and "Sustaining Members." For the first ten years regular meetings were
held in member's homes. When the membership outgrew home meetings, a rental hall was
sought. From 1941 to 1954 the meetings were held in Danish Hall. The First Congregational
Church downstairs hall became our meeting place in 1954 and remained our home until 1966
when we moved to the upstairs auditorium of the Waukegan Public Library which is our present home.
From the beginning, Lake County Art League has had two public exhibits annually—one
in the spring and one in the fall. These exhibits have been held in many places in Waukegan:
the Karcher Hotel, downstairs in the old Public Library, downstairs in the Larson-Petterson
Company, Christ Episcopal Parish House, the Gas Hospitality House, and now in the auditorium of the new Waukegan Public Library. At the conclusion of the exhibit the works are critiqued by a well-known artist invited for this purpose. The exhibits provide the artists with an

incentive to work and the community a chance to view original art created by local people—as
well as providing the opportunity to buy original art.
In 1953, at the suggestion of Mathon Kyritsis, the league held its first outdoor Summer
Festival. The pictures were hung on fishermen's nets across from the Yacht Club on the lakefront. Succeeding summers the art fairs were held at Upton Park where the pictures were hung
on the tennis court screens or on clotheslines strung up for that purpose. Waukegan residents
seemed to enjoy these fairs. For a couple of seasons the merchants of the Plaza sponsored our
art fair, awarding monetary prizes, and through our colorful fair, called attention to their new
shopping center. When Belvidere Mall was built we took our art fair inside where we were not
affected by the elements. Later we were at Lakehurst and invited artists from surrounding
states to participate with our members. Now we have our Festival at Zion's Dunes Holiday
Inn for our members only.
The league has ever been conscious of its cultural obligations to the city. From its earliest
days it has held classes in art for students of all ages at various places: Elks Club, church rooms,
school rooms, homes, Finnish Temperance Hall, BarwelI Settlement Bowen Park, and, in 1983,
in our studio in the Genesee Building.
In 1947, a Scholarship Fund was established for high school seniors excelling in art who
planned to enter a college or university majoring in art. Letters were sent to all the high schools
in Lake County asking for students interested in competing for these scholarships. In the following eleven years sixteen scholarships were awarded. The High School Scholarship Fund was
discontinued in 1953, but smaller scholarships were continued for grade school students who
wished to participate in local art classes.
Among its other civic contributions, the league donated 36 paintings to Downey Hospital,
paintings for TB wards, Christmas decorations for the USO, paintings for Victory Memorial
Hospital, 18 pictures to Happy Day Nursery, paintings in unoccupied store windows to beautify the city for its Centennial Celebration, artistic displays for Red Cross fund drives, painting
classes for interested patients at Downey Hospital, exhibits in conjunction with Community

Concerts, sets painted for the Community Players, and furnished easels for the use of the students at the Music Center.
It was becoming ever more apparent to its approximately 100 members that, to function
well, we really needed a building of our own. The Building Fund was established about 1938
and supplanted the Scholarship Fund. The appeal of having our own place for a gallery, meetings, classes, and work studios was overwhelming, Every sort of fund-raising activity was
tried—art auctions, white elephant sales, costume parties and dinner/dances with elaborate
scenery. Looking at the scrapbooks full of pictures of these activities, I marvel at the energy
and time involved. The pictures bring a sense of nostalgia for those fun-filled, simpler, hopeful
days. Everything seemed possible and everything was tried.
The search for a home and the dream goes on—merging with the Music Center was considered, as was the idea of combining with the Waukegan Symphony, the Community Players
and others of today's Waukagan Arts Council to buy the Masonic Hall, refurbish it and use it
jointly. These efforts came to nothing. In 1983 we attempted to maintain our own small studio
in a storefront of the Genesee Theatre. Workshops were given in photography, collage, and
portrait sketching and individual use was encouraged. At the end of the season the plan was
abandoned for insufficient participation. The experiment was not economically feasible. Temporarily the search for and efforts towards acquiring a building have been discontinued.
The funds remain intact for some future year.
Our artists have always been interested in improving their skills, in getting a new viewpoint, and in understanding the ever-changing and evolving art world at large. To this end we
sponsor some workshops each year primarily for our own members. Also we have monthly
competitions at our regular meetings and we have many one-man (or small group) shows going
on continuously.
Phil Austin had his first one-man show in 1934 at the Karcher Hotel. He continues to
have annual shows at Mathon's. For many years Peacy's Manor House and Glen Flora Country
Club were locations for one-man shows. At the present time we have continuous rotating
shows at First Federal Savings and Loan, Victory Memorial Hospital, the Jury Room of the

courthouse, Warren-Newport Library, Lujon's, CLC Lakeside, Union Church of Lake Bluff,
Gurnee National Bank, Ela Area Library, Waukegan City Hall and, occasionally, at the Lake
County Courthouse lobby.
We began the celebration of our 50th year with a watercolor workshop given by Phil Austin. In May, we sponsored a Junior High poster contest awarding a bond to prize-winner Sean
Draegert. On July 1 we had a float in Waukegan's holiday parade. In September there has been
an all-member show at the Lake County Courthouse. We salute the city of Waukegan on her
125th birthday with an all-member show portraying "Old Waukegan" in the City Hall through
September and October. Our GOLDEN BIRTHDAY PARTY SOCIAL on Sunday, Oct 7,
from 1:30 to 400 PM at the Waukegan Public Library Auditorium will kick off our Golden Fall
exhibit. Our regular September meeting will feature 30-year member, Maggie (Mrs. Alfred)
Kraus, with a demonstration in oils. Our October meeting, which will coincide with the Ray
Bradbury Festival, will be a critique by William Pribble. This birthday year will conclude with a
watercolor demonstration at our regular November meeting given by 50-year member, Phil
Austin.
As we look to the next 50 years, we are still dedicated to personal artistic growth, community involvement, keeping abreast of the larger art world and with attempting to pass the
torch of art to the next generation.
Happy 50 years to come.

Alice DeRossi, President 1984, Lake County Art League

LCAL . . . The way things were!
Remarks at recent meetings of the Lake County Art League, about the way rituals have
changed over the years, reminded me of the way things were in 1953 when I joined.
Membership required you to be sponsored by a member, and you had to submit at
least three paintings for judging. If the Executive Board liked your work you became an artist
member. If not, you were a patron. As you improved, you could keep submitting work for
judging in an attempt to change your status, but that didn't happen very often!

In those days we had as many patrons as artists. Most of the patrons never painted and
didn't care to, but loved the demonstrations, the picnics, the dinners, and the Beaux Arts Ball
every year— fancy stuff! Back then it was probably the patrons who held the group together as
they enjoyed promoting artists.
After I was "in" I was nearly "out" for submitting a nude for the member show. That
is still a "no-no." Also all shows were critiqued.
The paintings were hung in the "old" Carnegie Library—everywhere—and we would
follow the critic around to each one to hear what he had to say.
We met above Petersen Plumbing on West Street (Right across the street from me).
From there we went to the Congregational Church, then to the "new" library, then to the
Benny Center (Right across the street from me, again!).
All picnics were accompanied by the "Flit" cans—pump spray contraptions that killed
flies and mosquitoes while adding an oilfield flavor to the food and drinks!
Our first fair that I know of was held east of and across the street from Mathon's,
among the fishing nets and reels—very arty! That lasted a couple of years then we moved to
Upton Park for a few years, then to Belvedere Mall for another few years, then to Bowen
Park and eventually indoors there.
The refreshment committees for each month vied with each other with tablecloths
and centerpieces, and someone was honored to "pour" from the silver service (By the way,
what happened to that silver service?). The men in the group always took one month and that
was always unusual -like newspapers for the table cloth and crackpot stuff like that -much
fun. We are still very much a fun group but perhaps a bit more sedate these days.
I have enjoyed my 45 years as an artist member and now to top it all, the executive
board have made me an honorary member—big thanks!
Maggie Schwarz Kraus, Nov 1998

After 75 years.
It’s been twenty-five years since Alice DeRossi so elegantly summed up the Art
League’s first fifty years and eleven years since Maggie Kraus shared her vivid memories of
“The way things were.” During that time much has happened and much remains the same.
We tried, unsuccessfully, to partner with the Waukegan Park District to renovate the
Jane Addams Cottage in Bowen Park and make it into our home, permanent gallery, and workshop facility. Unfortunately after evaluating the costs involved, we discovered that there was
no way that we could afford the venture. The City of Waukegan recently offered us an opportunity to open a gallery in a store front of the new city parking garage. But again, after all the
costs were considered, we simply could not afford the plan. Although we have money in the
bank, our annual operating expenses have been increasing, and we rely on the interest earned
and member’s dues to cover the operating expenses. It looks, as it has for the past seventy-five
years, that a home of our own is still going to be a dream.
As an organization we are as vibrant as ever. Over the past twenty-five years we relocated our monthly meetings from the Waukegan Library, to the Jack Benny Center for the Arts
in Waukegan’s Bowen Park, to our current space in the lower level of the State Bank of the
Lakes on Commerce St. in Grayslake, IL. The move to Grayslake served us well because it located the league in the center of Lake County. That made us assessable to more people in the
county where it’s our mission to serve. Last year our membership topped 170 members, and we
continue to grow each month. We experienced some turmoil in the league over the past
twenty-five years but, all in all, we seemed to come through our trials fairly well. It’s still our
purpose to “create more interest in art in Lake County in the State of Illinois and to develop a higher appreciation of visual art.” And we continue to “do this through art exhibitions, festivals, demonstrations of art
techniques, lectures, critiques and sharing of ideas, inspiration and encouragement between members.” We also,
“cooperate, when possible, with other groups similarly organized.”
However, after seventy-five years, the art interests of our members have shifted a bit.
When the league began most members were watercolorists. Today about a third are watercolorists, maybe another third oil painters, with the remaining doing both watercolor and oil, pastel,

a specialty art such as encaustic, scratchboard, or photography. Our current members also seem
to be interested in three-dimensional art, abstraction, and mixed media, as well as traditional
work. Several members concentrate on portrait art, while a strong splinter group pursues plein
aire work each month.
As in years past, the benefits of belonging to the Lake County Art League are many.
Today we have a comprehensive library of over 500 books, tapes, and DVDs. The library is
maintained at the State Bank of the Lakes in Grayslake, and the materials are available for
check out by the members at our general meetings each month. The library was organized in
tubs several years ago, and items are listed on the art league’s web site so members can sort,
view the titles, and locate the items they like. To enhance the library’s collection we also videotape each general meeting demonstration, the critique meetings, and when possible the workshops. Today we are creating DVDs of these events instead of VHS tapes. Times change!
Each year we attempt to have two or three workshops of various types depending on
the interests of the members. Most of these are conducted at a beautiful facility in the lower
level of the State Bank of the Lakes in Spring Grove, IL. Charges to the participants are nominal and only intended to cover the costs of the workshop. Notable artists such as Bridget Austin, Tom Trausch, Diane Rath, and others have conducted the workshops in recent years.
In keeping with the traditions of the past, we continue to have a Spring and Fall Members Show each year at the Jack Benny Center for the Arts. Members can display one piece of
their work at these shows and a critique meeting is held at the conclusion of each show with
renowned area artists invited to conduct the critique. At our general meetings, we also encourage all members to exhibit one piece of their recent work for competition. Awards of recognition are given out at both the member shows and the monthly competitions.
To more effectively display our art in the community we are attempting to revitalize the
On-The-Wall program. In the past, a number of different locations allowed members to hang
their work. Over the years some of the locations proved to be more desirable than others. Coordinating these venues, which were spread across the county, also became a problem.

This year we initiated a program to “Bring art into your community.” As our Vice-President,
Chris Tanner, stated “The effort is intended to get members to commit to support their local
community, support each other, grow as artists, and find good places to display and sell art.
The art league’s vision is to establish display sites not simply to fill walls and sell art, but to create autonomous outposts, some large and some small, where caring relationships become seeds
to grow the character of our entire organization. We see passers-by witnessing something they
want to be part of. We see painters and photographers loving what they do.”
In terms of outreach, we continue to award scholarships to deserving area students.
This past year two $500 scholarships (the LCAL Scholarship Award and the Phoebe Boyd
Award) were presented to CLC students based on art they submitted for the CLC Student Show.
We also awarded, for the first time, two $50 Merit Awards to students in the show. And, as
shocking as it may seem, a couple of years ago we even presented an award to a CLC student
who entered a beautifully done nude study.
The backbone of the art league continues to be the monthly demonstrations. In recent
years these have included demonstrations of oil painting, watercolor, encaustic, scratchboard,
pastel, portraiture, abstract art, photography, and pottery making as well as lectures and presentations on art and art business subjects. At these meetings, which are open to the public, we
conduct a short business session and also serve a light snack. Snack time has been increasingly
interesting because during the past few years themes have been introduced for each month’s
food which has added a wonderful touch to our meetings.
To keep members informed, we continue to publish Sketches, our monthly newsletter,
and in keeping with the electronic age we maintain a web site at www.lcal.org complete with online galleries. E-mail has also become an important vehicle for keeping the members informed
about art league activities as well as the activities of other area art organizations.
So you see, even though we now employ some new technology and the interests of our
members have shifted slightly, after seventy-five years we still are that same group of people
who love and appreciate art and have a desire to share our experiences with others.
Val Brandner, Corresponding Secretary, Lake County Art League, Oct 2009

2009 OFFICERS
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
President—Ali Albakr
Vice-President—Chris Tanner
Treasurer—Betty McShane
Recording Secretary—Jack Littlefield
Corresponding Secretary—Val Brandner
DIRECTORS
Programs—Leisa Corbett
Exhibits/On-The-Wall—Chris Tanner
Publicity—Mary Neely
Membership—Sandra Holland
Hospitality—Theresa Frank
Workshops—Donna Sands
Librarians—David Jahns and Chris Tanner
Visual Recording—Luis Baltazar
Art Festivals—Jerry Hosten
Scholarships—Sally Keller
Historian—Les Scott
Webmaster—Luis Baltazar
Tours—Doc Dockery

HONORARY MEMBERS
Catherine Gourley
Maggie Schwarz Kraus
Malcolm and Dorothy Layson
Joe Lyding
Edgar and Betty McShane
Elizabeth Whitten-Misunas
Leroy (Skip) and Toni Wiese
Laini Zinn
This anniversary booklet is a gift from the 2009 Board of Directors.
No art league funds have been used for its production.

To learn more about the Lake County Art League visit us at www.lcal.org

