June 22, 2025                       The First Church of West Bridgewater 

Prelude and Hymn Sing                        Rosemary Valentine, Organist
Welcome         
Centering Music                  The Choir
Call to Worship                                           Deacon Nancy Morrison
L: God is ready for us to seek what is eternal. God wants us to find the truth beyond ourselves. 
P: Our spirits long for God, as a deer longs for water. 
L: God seldom comes as earthquake, wind, or fire. Rather, in moments of sheer silence, God is revealed.
P: We come in quiet expectation to this holy place. We approach the altar of God, hungering to be fed.
L: All are welcome here as brothers and sisters in Christ. Here is a place to find healing and promise.
P: Our hope is in God, who gives us life and identity. Our help is from God, who is in covenant with us.
* Hymn                                  “As the Deer”                            H No. 351
Lighting the Chalice 

Unitarian Universalist Principle                        Deacon Nancy Morrison
L: We light this candle to honor wisdom from the world’s religions, wisdom that inspires us in our ethical and spiritual life. 

Quoting Unitarian thinker W. E. Channing           Pastor Steve Finlan 
“The objection [to my views] is that they are [too] refined. But I see God accomplishing his noblest purposes by what may be called refined means. . . Much less can I believe that in the moral world noise, menace, and violent appeals to gross passions, to fear and selfishness, are God’s chosen means of calling forth spiritual life, beauty, and greatness.” Works, p. 299
Congregationalist Lyman Abbott                  Deacon Nancy Morrison
“They received with utter incredulity the marvelous story of his reappearance [to the women] after his crucifixion. [They believed] only after repeated, ocular, and convincing demonstrations.” A Life of Christ, p. 503
Time of Reconciliation - Choir
Invitation                 “Create in Me a Clean Heart”                H No. 414
Scripture                               Ps 42:1–8                                   H No. 623
(Choir sings choral response . . .Leader reads odd verses. . . congregation reads even verses)
Unison Prayer of Confession: Almighty and Sovereign God, we confess that we have despised some of your children, and accused you of forgetting us. Our lives do not praise you; often we work without reference to your will. We draw lines of distinction among ourselves rather than celebrating our common humanity. When we are zealous for the faith, we trample on others rather than learning to appreciate them. O God, forgive us and change us. Amen.
Assurance              “Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus”                H No. 146

Turn your eyes upon Jesus. Look full in his wonderful face. 
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim,
in the light of his glory and grace.

Prayer Requests               “Cares Chorus”

I cast all my cares upon you; I lay all my burdens 
down at your feet, and anytime that I don’t know what to do; I will cast all my cares upon you.
Pastoral Prayer                                                  Pastor Steve Finlan
Silent prayer … Lord’s Prayer…“Eagle’s Wings” (chorus) H No. 385

And God will raise you up on eagle’s wings, bear you on the breath of dawn, make you to shine like the sun, and hold you in the palm of God’s hand.  
Scripture                              Luke 8:26–33       Deacon Nancy Morrison
26 They arrived in Gerasa, opposite Galilee. 27 As he stepped out on shore, a man from the city who had demons met him. For a long time he had not worn any clothes, and did not live in a house but in the tombs. 28 When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell down, shouting, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do not torment me,” 29 for Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. (Many times it had seized him; he was kept under guard and bound with chains and shackles . . .) 30Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” He said, “Legion,” for many demons had entered him. . . 32 Now there on the hill a herd of swine was feeding, and the demons begged Jesus to let them enter these. He allowed it. 33 Then the demons came out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd stampeded down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned.

Scripture                               Luke 8:34–37              Pastor Steve Finlan
34 When the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and told it in the city and in the country. 35 People came out to see what had happened, and when they came to Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had gone sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. They became frightened. . . 37and asked Jesus to leave, for they were seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and left. 
Sermon                       “Living in the Tombs”       Pastor Steve Finlan
* Hymn                “Dear Lord and Father of Mankind”           H No. 421
Thank Offerings 
Invitation                                                                           Nancy Morrison, Deacon
Anthem                                                                                                       Choir
*Doxology    





             H No. 563
*Offering Prayer 

Welcoming Nancy and Franklin Hankel into Membership
[First, a dialogue between them and the Pastor, and then:]

Pastor: Now, church family, do you accept Nancy and Franklin Hankel into your hearts and into your church community?

All: We do.
Will you help them in their efforts to live in Christian community?

All: We will.
Do you include them in the love of Jesus that circulates among us?

All: We do.
Then let us welcome Nancy and Franklin into membership.

All: Thanks be to God.
* Hymn             “In Christ There Is No East or West”             H No. 501
* Benediction
                                                        Church President
L: God has come quickly to aid and instruct us. Now we depart to help others and to listen to them.
P: We will share our stories with the congregation. 
L: God’s family includes those outside the church. Go, there are no outsiders or insiders.

P: We will carry the grace of God without distinction. God’s abundant steadfast love will sustain us.
L: Moment by moment, God is with us to help us.

P: We will hope in God and sing God’s praises. We will look up with hope and confidence.  L: Amen.  P: Amen.
* Hymn                   “Let There Be Peace on Earth”                H No. 308

* Postlude                                              Rosemary Valentine, Organist
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“We the members of The First Church of West Bridgewater united by the love of one another and guided by the teachings of Jesus, hold it to be our purpose to maintain a welcoming house for the worship of God; to teach and study the lessons of our faith, to develop programs for those in need; and to sponsor fellowship opportunities. All this we support in order to build a mutually sustaining and caring community of faith.”

________________________________________________________       

Church Address:                                     29 Howard Street, West Bridgewater, Mass. 02379

Church Mailing Address:                         P.O. Box 361, West Bridgewater, Mass. 02379

Church Email Address:                                                                     firstchurchwb@juno.com
Church Website Address:                                                                    www.firstchurchwb.org
Church Office Telephone:                                                                                (508) 587-3118

                                    Love and Prayers List

	Name
	Relative/Friend Of
	Reason

	All families and friends grieving for departed loved ones.

	All people and families who are dealing with cancer.

	Pray for world peace, including in Ukraine, Israel and Gaza.

	Karen Barstow
	Friend of the church
	Having lung operation

	Ruth Beauchamp
	First Church member
	Health concerns

	David Clinton
	Nancy M’s brother-in-law
	2 cancer operations

	Dennis Crosby
	First Church member
	Cancer/Having aggressive treatment

	Elaine
	Carol Vecchi’s sister
	Cancer

	Karen Finlan
	Member, pastor’s wife
	Thanks for healing and for new job

	Jason Furz
	Friend of Elaine Bowyer
	Cancer

	Lynn & Jim Gledhill
	Marion & Bob Leonard’s friends
	Jim – stroke

Lynn – support

	Trevor Ledin
	Eric Ledin
	Cancer

	Diane Leighton
	Friend of Karen Britton
	Cancer

	Bob Leonard
	Marion’s husband
	Circulatory issues

	Rodney Lewis & family
	Relative of Norma Anderson
	Terminal cancer

	Chris Madaga & others
	Friend of pastor
	Nigerian Christians attacked by Muslim extremists

	Marianna Lokshyn’s family
	Nancy Morrison’s relative
	Safety for them in Ukraine

	Joyce Marble
	Member and deacon
	Safety while evicting tenant

	Lois McCarthy
	Louise & Bob Chisholm’s friend
	Has cancer, lost her husband

	John McClare
	Janet Salvador’s brother
	Genetic liver disorder

	Paul
	Elaine
	Health issues

	Diane Petrone
	Elaine’s sister-in-law
	Cancer

	Mike Pucillo
	Buddy’s Uncle
	Dementia

	Rene
	Friend of Nancy Morrison
	Having brain surgery

	Lisa Roppolo (& Family)
	Niece of Mike Roppolo
	Liver cancer

	Lauri Shea
	Friend of First Church
	Recovering from Encephalitis

	Chris, Isaiah & Isabell Shea
	Lauri Shea’s children
	Comfort / Mom’s illness

	Gaynol Waugh, Jr.
	Son of Barbara & Gaynol
	Recent heart attack

	Cazey Wegman
	Elaine’s friend
	Breast cancer


Please Put Changes in the Offering Plate
Name: __________________________________________________________________

Friend/Relative of: _________________________________________________________

Reason: _________________________________________________________________

                 THIS WEEK AT THE FIRST CHURCH__________
Today   

10:00 A.M.
Service of Word / Membership Sunday

Today we welcome Nancy & Franklin Hankel  

into membership of First Church 
 



  Deacon of the Month: Nancy Morrison




  Ushers: 

11:00 A.M.
Fellowship Hour



  Hostesses: Anna Mae Child & Carol Vecchi
11:30 A.M.
Church Council Meeting

Mon., June 23


Office closed
Tues., June 24
10:00 A.M. 
Office open
  



  4:00 P.M.
Farm Market on the church green until 7 p.m.  
  6:30 P.M.
Evening Bible Study with Pastor Steve
Wed., June 25


Office closed


  6:00 P.M.
Adult Yoga with Kathy Milan

Thurs., June 26 
10:00 A.M.
Office open


10:00 A.M.
Morning Bible Study with Pastor Steve 

Fri., June 27
10:00 A.M.
Office open
______________ 11:00 A.M.
“Grab ‘N Go” Lunch until 1:00 p.m._________
                           LOOKING AHEAD____________________  

Sun., June 29
10:00 A.M.
Service of Word 
  Deacon of the Month: Nancy Morrison





  Ushers: 
11:00 A.M.
Fellowship Hour

  Hostesses: 


11:30 A.M.
Stars and Stripes Auction

Mon., June 30


Office closed 
Tues., July 1
10:00 A.M. 
Office open
  



  6:30 P.M.
Evening Bible Study with Pastor Steve
Wed., July 2
10:00 A.M.
Office open
  

  6:00 P.M.
Adult Yoga with Kathy Milan

Thurs., July 3
10:00 A.M.
Office open


10:00 A.M.
Morning Bible Study with Pastor Steve 

Fri., July 4


Office closed – Happy 4th of July!


11:00 A.M.
“Grab ‘N Go” Lunch until 1:00 p.m._______

The Mission and Outreach Committee reminds you to please remember the W.B. Food Pantry. Food items for June are pasta sauce and boxed rice and rice mixes.
It has been requested that we remember to support the W.B. Emergency Fund.
On Sunday, June 29th, a Stars and Stripes Auction will be held during Fellowship. Please bring something patriotic to be auctioned off.

June is graduation month…if you have someone in your family who is graduating from high school or college, or know someone who is, please let the office know so that the graduate can be recognized; they deserve the recognition!
Farm Markets: Tuesday, June 24th from 4:00 until 7:00 p.m.

Tuesday, July 8th and July 22nd   Tuesday, August 12th and August 26th & Sept. 9th.
                                    Love and Prayers List

	Name
	Relative/Friend Of
	Reason

	All families and friends grieving for departed loved ones.

	All people and families who are dealing with cancer.

	Pray for world peace, including in Ukraine, Israel and Gaza.

	Karen Barstow
	Friend of the church
	Having lung operation

	Ruth Beauchamp
	First Church member
	Health concerns

	David Clinton
	Nancy M’s brother-in-law
	2 cancer operations

	Dennis Crosby
	First Church member
	Cancer/Having aggressive treatment

	Elaine
	Carol Vecchi’s sister
	Cancer

	Karen Finlan
	Member, pastor’s wife
	Thanks for healing and for new job

	Jason Furz
	Friend of Elaine Bowyer
	Cancer

	Lynn & Jim Gledhill
	Marion & Bob Leonard’s friends
	Jim – stroke

Lynn – support

	Trevor Ledin
	Eric Ledin
	Cancer

	Diane Leighton
	Friend of Karen Britton
	Cancer

	Bob Leonard
	Marion’s husband
	Circulatory issues

	Rodney Lewis & family
	Relative of Norma Anderson
	Terminal cancer

	Chris Madaga & others
	Friend of pastor
	Nigerian Christians attacked by Muslim extremists

	Marianna Lokshyn’s family
	Nancy Morrison’s relative
	Safety for them in Ukraine

	Joyce Marble
	Member and deacon
	Safety while evicting tenant

	Lois McCarthy
	Louise & Bob Chisholm’s friend
	Has cancer, lost her husband

	John McClare
	Janet Salvador’s brother
	Genetic liver disorder

	Paul
	Elaine
	Health issues

	Diane Petrone
	Elaine’s sister-in-law
	Cancer

	Mike Pucillo
	Buddy’s Uncle
	Dementia

	Rene
	Friend of Nancy Morrison
	Having brain surgery

	Lisa Roppolo (& Family)
	Niece of Mike Roppolo
	Liver cancer

	Lauri Shea
	Friend of First Church
	Recovering from Encephalitis

	Chris, Isaiah & Isabella Shea
	Children of Lauri Shea
	Comfort/ Mom’s illness

	Gaynol Waugh, Jr.
	Son of Barbara & Gaynol
	Recent heart attack

	Cazey Wegman
	Elaine’s friend
	Breast cancer


Please Put Changes in the Offering Plate
Name: __________________________________________________________________

Friend/Relative of: _________________________________________________________

Reason: _________________________________________________________________

          THIS WEEK AT THE FIRST CHURCH_____________
Today   

10:00 A.M.
Service of Word – Membership Sunday
  Today we welcome Nancy & Franklin Hankel  

into membership of First Church 
  Deacon of the Month: Nancy Morrison





  Ushers: 

11:00 A.M.
Fellowship Hour



  Hostesses: Anna Mae Child & Carol Vecchi

11:30 A.M.
Church Council Meeting

Mon., June 23


Office closed
Tues., June 24
10:00 A.M. 
Office open
  



  4:00 P.M.
Farm Market on the church green until 7 p.m.  

  6:30 P.M.
Evening Bible Study with Pastor Steve
Wed., June 25


Office closed



  6:00 P.M.
Adult Yoga with Kathy Milan

Thurs., June 26 
10:00 A.M.
Office open


10:00 A.M.
Morning Bible Study with Pastor Steve 

Fri., June 27
10:00 A.M.
Office open
______________ 11:00 A.M.
“Grab ‘N Go” Lunch until 1:00 p.m._________
                            LOOKING AHEAD____________________  

Sun., June 22
10:00 A.M.
Service of Word 
  Deacon of the Month: Nancy Morrison
 



  Ushers: 

11:00 A.M.
Fellowship Hour


  Hostesses: 

Mon., June 30


Office closed 
Tues., July 1
10:00 A.M. 
Office open
  



  6:30 P.M.
Evening Bible Study with Pastor Steve
Wed., July 2
10:00 A.M.
Office open
  

  6:00 P.M.
Adult Yoga with Kathy Milan

Thurs., July 3
10:00 A.M.
Office open


10:00 A.M.
Morning Bible Study with Pastor Steve 

Fri., July 4


Office closed – Happy 4th of July!


11:00 A.M.
“Grab ‘N Go” Lunch until 1:00 p.m._______

The Mission and Outreach Committee reminds you to please remember the W.B. Food Pantry. Food items for June are pasta sauce and boxed rice and rice mixes.
It has been requested that we remember to support the W.B. Emergency Fund.
On Sunday, June 29th, a Stars and Stripes Auction will be held during Fellowship. Please bring something patriotic to be auctioned off.

June is graduation month…if you have someone in your family who is graduating from high school or college, or know someone who is, please let the office know so that the graduate can be recognized; they deserve the recognition!

Farm Markets: Tuesday, June 24th from 4:00 until 7:00 p.m.

Tuesday, July 8th and July 22nd   Tuesday, August 12th and August 26th & Sept. 9th.

