In our passage today, 


it is initially hard to hear any change of focus from Jesus.  



It just sounds like more persecution.  

But as Dale Bruner highlights, 


in chapter 10 



we have moved from travel instruction in verses 5-15,



to trouble instructions in 16-23, 



to trust instructions in todays passage 24-39.  


This has moved us from looking at the how we are to do ministry, 


to the persecutions that we are to face, 


and now realizing the relationships that we are to have.

This transition is hard to hear, 


because verse 24-25 act as a intermediary, 



mixing persecution and relationships.  

Jesus tells us clearly again 


that we are to face hard times.  

If they called Jesus 


head of the house Beelzebul, 

imagine what fine names they will come up with 


for those of us who are not the son of God?  

Now this question was hard for us to imagine not too long ago.  


Christendom in the United States, 



despite our zealous efforts 




is crumbling.  

Once upon a time in the US, 


being a regular member of a church 


and attending regularly meant something.  

We are aware here in Skagway, 


that being a member of the Elks or Eagles does more for you socially


than being a covenant partner of this church.  

So we will become more familiar with the persecution that Jesus is describing f


or his followers in the years ahead.  

This warning again, 


gives us a clearer picture that we often forget.  



Our Lord was crucified.  




Why are we complaining if we are discriminated against 




or spoken ill of for our faith?  


As active followers of Jesus, 



we should expect our lives to be threatened at minimum.  

For our master was, our teacher was, 


why aren't we?

As we are pondering this, 


we must not miss that Jesus has disclosed something to the disciples.  



They are part of his household!  



We are part of the household.  

Not only is Jesus considering us his disciples, 

not only is Jesus considering us a servant, 


either of which would be a high honor.  

Jesus is considering us part of his family.

It is this relationship that we need to hold onto 


as we consider the words that follow.  

For if we lose touch with them, 


we lose touch with the point of this last section of trust.

Since we are not just disciples or servants, 


but part of the family of God, 



the disciples hear things that are not being publicly disclosed.  

You are most likely aware of this phenomenon in your own family.  


Usually, the discussion of buying a new car or vacation plans 



is discussed long before the general public is made aware.  


Or the transition in a job 


or moving to a new location.  

These start out under the cover of darkness, 


but as we move forward in the ideas, 



we bring them out to the daylight, 



bounce them off those close to us, 




and eventually put it on Facebook and make it official.  

There is wisdom to this.  


And Jesus is telling this band of disciples 


that he is sharing this world changing information with them in the darkness, 

but when the time is right, 


as his family, 



they will disclose this to the whole world.  

Back then, 


you did not post or tweet, 



you shouted it from the roof tops.

The reason we don't shout things from the roof tops to start out with, 


is some of it will be hard to conceive.  

I once joined a group that told me I would die if I joined.  


It was a very different group, 



they would eat the body and blood of other humans 




and did it as kind of a party.  


It was founded by a Jewish Carpenter 



and continues today.  

You can see why some of those things were disclosed under darkness 


until everything was in place.  

It doesn't make it any less hard, 


but the daylight puts a frame and reason behind 



what are otherwise inconceivable ideas.  




And I did not even get to the resurrection of the dead, 




or unconditional love, 




or forgiveness of sins.

Now these ideas whispered in the dark, 


as we will eventually see, 



can get you killed.  


Jesus, 



followed by Stephen, 



and then James in scripture, 


as well as Peter, 



Paul, 



and 6 others of the original 12 are killed in church history.  

But again, 


Jesus is whispering in the dark now, 



because none of this makes sense yet, 


that man is not to be feared, 



but God is.  

Man can take your earthly life, 

the Father can take your earthly life and your soul, 


and make them both no more.  

While intimidating, 


it is also refreshing to hear, 



because of our tendency to tunnel vision.  

That reality that we weight consequences 


without fully putting them in perspective.  

So Jesus brings our peripheral vision back.  


Yes, man can hurt, 



even kill you.  

But what man does, 


does not have any determination upon your soul.  

God the Father 


is the one who will either bring us into the new Kingdom 


or will say, “I never knew you.”  

With those words, 



our existence is forever ended, 


rather than just temporarily ended.  

Not the most ideal words, 


but remember this is the trust section, 


this is where we are being asked to trust Jesus 



and his Father most of all.

We are given encouragement to trust, 


due to our relationship.  

Jesus has been dropping his Dad's name continually in this passage, 


so that we almost overlook it.  

But Jesus gives us hope through that small phrase, 


“Your Father.”  

We remember the care the father has for the Sparrow 


which we buy and sell for a penny.  

Our relationship with him is so much more, 


so why do we fear what man can do to us?  

We fear 


because we forget the power of a parents love.  



What a parent will do to protect us, 



provide for us, 



and bless us.  

Our heavenly Father far exceeds that of any parent.  


Right now, 



it might be possible to count the hairs on Eva's head, 




but I have not taken the time.  


But her heavenly Father has 



and keeps track of them.  

So he also keeps track of her actions for 


or against him.

Which leads to the consequences Jesus speaks of in verse 32 and 33.  


Standing up for Jesus in front of others, 


or remaining seated when the time to speak arises.  

Jesus is clear, 


we need to pick a team, 


we can not ride the fence.  

Either our lives demonstrate he is master, 


Lord, 


Savior, 


and brother, 

or they do not.  

When the judgment day comes, 


Jesus will let our actions 


determine our destiny.

Then the Prince of Peace continues with some disturbing words. 


“I did not come to bring peace, 



but a sword.”  

Now the sword is figurative language, 


the idea Jesus is trying to describe is chaos, 



division, 



a state of discord.  

The reason that this is what Jesus is aiming at, 


is this is the only way things are going to change.  


The only way the Kingdom is coming in, 



because us doing it our way is not working.  

This is going to lead to some hard realities.  


Realities that are going to lead us to betray our next highest allegiance.

Remember, 


we are in the section about relationships.  

Jesus has already established that he and his father 


are the difference between Kingdom life forever 


and the end of life forever.  

So again, 


Jesus keeping us in perspective says, 



“If you place your earthly father's approval 



over God's, 




then you have picked your team.”  



You have told God where he stands.  




You fear your earthly father 




more than your Heavenly Father.  

Jesus runs through every conceivable relationship imaginable but one.  


Parents, 


children, 


mother in-laws.  

But he does not mention a husband leaving his wife, 


because marriage is too important as part of this Kingdom life.  

But in all our relationships, 


Jesus and his Father must be the ultimate decider, 



the highest priority.  

If they are not, 


then everything else will be out of line, 


unbalanced, 


unhealthy.  

That is why Jesus can conclude, 


“He who has made his life secure 



will lose it, 


he who loses his life for my sake 



will find it.”  

If we have put Jesus as second fiddle, 


we have compromised the whole orchestra.  

But if we are willing to tell others that they are second or third fiddle to Jesus, 


the orchestra will play as intended.  

If we put the desires of our parents, 


before the desires of God, 

our life proceeds according to our parents plan, 


but not God's plan.  

Guess who's plan works out better in the long run?  

Guess who's plan also includes taking care of our parents in their old age, 


loving our siblings, 


caring for our children?  



God's plan does.  

We will find that all of the urgent things that were calling for our attention 


are eventually addressed by God.  

The whole discussion turns on the small phrase, 


“More than me.”  

Parents, 

children, 

in-laws deserve our love, 


but they do not deserve more love than God.  

Jesus is helping us to prioritize our relationships.  

He is helping us to realize that we can fully trust him 


and everything else will work itself out.  

The sword Jesus is packing will cause some chaos, 


but you can not renovate your home without a sword 


or some chaos coming through.  

It gets dirty for awhile, 


but it is eventually cleaned up.  

Post remodel, 


everything suddenly works better, 


functions properly, 


and is the way we really always wanted it.

So let us take up our cross and follow Jesus.  


In doing so, 



it may look like we are still talking about persecution, 


but in reality, 



we have moved into a deeper relationship with Jesus, 



because we trust who he 




and his Father are enough, 




to be willing to die for them.  

They have shown that their promises 


are above any other relationship we have on this earth.  

Let us follow Jesus, 


knowing that death, 


swords, 


chaos, 


and division come with the territory.  

But we also know that all the best friendships 


are fortified in the midst of chaos, 


division, 



and especially death.
