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Dear ones,

We begin our Lent here at St. Martha’s with our Annual Mardi Gras party on Saturday, February 10th and
I hope that those of you who have not left yet for sunnier climes will be there. Then Ash Wednesday is
February 14th with Services at Noon and at 7:00 PM.

Ah, Lent... The resources this year are plentiful. The Spiritual Study Group have decided to continue with
their study on Tuesday’s at 1 pm (12:30 if you want to share a brown bag lunch), which anyone can join
at any time . There are the Lenten Meditations from Episcopal Relief & Development again this year,
available in front of the Parish Office. Also, this year the Episcopal Church is sponsoring the Good Book
Club with reading the Gospel of Luke for the Lenten Season and the Acts of the Apostles in Easter Season. There are toolkits, booklets and calendars available at www.goodbookclub.org

On the MUCH lighter side there is again Lent Madness to give you a bit of fun. Lent Madness is patterned after March Madness only matching saints and holy folk against each other rather than basketball
teams. Each day there are two saints to pick from and your votes decide which goes on to the next bracket. It is always interesting to read the bios of the two and to see who makes it to the final Golden Halo!
Lent Madness can be found at: http://www.lentmadness.org/ . I’ve added the Bracket for Lent Madness in
this newsletter as well.

I look forward to sharing this holy time in our church year with you. The forty days go so quickly and yet
can be a “time out” from our daily routine to try something new, to study something different, to give up
a habit we wish to break, to restore us to good health physically or spiritually. Whatever you may wish to
do, be, study, or become...if I can be of assistance, do not hesitate to ask. As we say as part of our Ash
Wednesday service, I invite you to a holy Lent.

Blessings,
Rev. Mary Louise+
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Episcopal Diocese of Delaware

233rd Diocesan Convention
January 26 & 27, 2018
Theme: Behold I make all things new
Hosted by: Saint Luke’s Episcopal Church in Seaford
Mary Louise Allen, Tempe Steen, Beth Mauer, Tina Edgar, Bud Palmer and Phyllis Mikolaitis attended the convention representing Saint Martha’s Episcopal Church of Bethany Beach. This document is a summary report of the issues discussed.

Forums
The convention began with Forums which explained major issues to be presented. We attended
the Forum on Finance and the Forum on the Camp Arrowhead Capital Campaign.
Diocesan Finance,
The Forum was led by Roby Roberson, Treasurer and Steve Boyden, Trustee. The budget was
established for 2018 and included some latitude for new programs initiated by the Bishop. The key
points were that each church is expected to contribute at least 11% to the Diocese and the Diocese will give 15% to the national church. We are fortunate not to be in debt, thanks to some endowments. It was noted that Camp Arrowhead will get less from the Master Fund as it is getting
some funds from an endowment as a result of an easement which now protects the property from
developments. It was also noted that the Finance Committee is looking at the impact of the tax act
and the limit on the amount of contribution that will be deductible in the future. The budge was accepted and passed in the general session.
Camp Arrowhead
We enjoyed a wonderful presentation by the Executive Director, Walt Lafontaine. Camp Arrowhead hosted over 1400 campers last summer. It also serves as a retreat center during the noncamping months. The camp has a wonderful history starting back in the 1930's. Harry Haskell
bought the property for the Diocese in 1954, and it has had several improvements since then, but
it is now in serious need of improvements in the sewage system, bathhouse and dining hall/
kitchen. It was designed to accommodate 180 people, and it now supports 280 to 325. There was
an emergency repair to the septic system, but it needs to tie into the county sewer to support the
growing needs. Therefore, the executive committee, with the support of the Bishop, has completed
the first of three steps to launch a capital campaign, the discernment stage. They are now in the
feasibility stage and hope soon to enter the solicitation stage. The entire convention was in support of the campaign, and everyone believes it is the jewel of our diocese.

Presentations
Kids 4 Peace
Kids for Peace is an organization founded in Israel. It is for middle and high school students. The
Israeli group included Palestinians, Muslims, Jews and Christians. The goal is to build community
and develop understanding. It educates youth on different religions and breaks stereotypes. It also
prepares future leaders that promote the ideals of the organization. We had three people from our
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dioceses to the US convention in Oklahoma which had 1400 attendees. We allocated the convention
offering for the Delaware Kids for Peace organization.
Message from The Rt. Rev. Santosh K. Marray, Bishop of Easton, MD
Welcome to our new Bishop. He discussed his many positions within the church in various countries. He said the Episcopal Church is not dying as some say, we are like the snake on the medical
symbol, we are shedding our skin and taking on new ways. He asked us to be authentic Christians.
He said we should be a prayer centered church and a mission-shaped diocese. He asked us to Remember Faith changes your Fate.
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry’s Message
He invited us to join the Jesus movement. We had small group sessions to discuss what it means
and what we will do. It does not mean that we go out and knock on doors to evangelize. But that we
live our lives as Christians and that we show our love for others in how we live. He used three words
in his description living, loving and giving.
Bishop Kevin Brown’s Message
Behold I am making all things new. He gave some guidance to the clergy to take a day of rest. He is
planning to go out into the community and to visit all of the churches. He has completed 3 visits already. Currently, there are no fires in the Dioceses, but the Bishop is an agent of change. His word
for us in 2018 is catalyst. We are constantly in a state of change spiritually and physically. How will
we be made new? There are three areas of focus:
·

Mission Focused (What mission is the church doing? We are called to be doing outreach outside the church)

·

Openness and Invitation. Be inclusive. He is interested in the Youth and Hispanic ministries.

·

Congregational Vitality Grow and sustain growth

So, since he is new and still learning his role, let us stumble forward together. When we stumble,
reach down and pick each other up. Let's agitate together. "Following Christ is risky so let's be risky
together." He offered three guiding words: Living, Liberating and Life Giving.
Election Results
Elections were held for positions on the Standing Committee, Diocesan Council, Disciplinary Board
and Trustees. Among those elected were members of Saint Martha’s Church: Tempe Steen as Trustee and Beth Maurer as a member of the Diocesan Council. Tempe was also confirmed to continue
in her role as Vice Chancellor.

Resolutions
#1 Support Producers of Locally Grown Food - passed
Diocese is to explore the feasibility of allocating a defined percentage of its total food expenditure for
Camp Arrowhead, Memorial House and diocesan events to locally grown food or freshly processed
food for meals at Camp Arrowhead, Memorial House, etc. directly through its food service contractors. Diocese is to urge diocesan institutions, schools, and parishes to do the same. Discuss the
good food challenge with
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#2 Become a Sanctuary Diocese - passed

The Diocese connect with The Episcopal Church, and immigrant advocacy groups (sister dioceses,
local and national sanctuary communities and institutions, immigrant rights groups and coalitions) to
study engaging in educating, organizing, advocacy, and other methods seemed appropriate in each
context, to ensure the safety and security of undocumented community. We are to study the legalities and impact of becoming places of refuge, healing and other forms of material and pastoral support for those targeted for deportation due to immigration status or some perceived difference, and
working with families, friends, and neighbors to ensure the dignity and human rights of all people.
#3 Create Safe Spaces for Dialogue – passed
The Diocese actively promote and support the creation of safe spaces for dialogue within all parishes, schools, organizations, and entities of the diocese for the purposes of fostering Christian growth
and actions in areas of diversity and multicultural appreciation. We also recommend that we continue to recognize PACT as a grassroots movement and a primary resource for cross-cultural dialogue
within the diocese. We request training and other resources for the creation of safe spaces.
#4 Help And Inclusion For Families With A Person Suffering From Mental Illness
The Diocese of Delaware commends the resolution of the 79th General Convention to form a task
force to further the Episcopal Church commitment to, with and for persons with mental illness and
their families as reflected in the General Convention resolution C020
Next year’s convention will be held January 25-26 again at the Princess Royale.
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HAPPY FEBRUARY
CELEBRATIONS!!!
Anniversaries
Howard and Linda Brown (4)

Birthdays
Albert Thomas (1)
Ron Steen (1)
Jere Wise (3)
Marie Hogsten (7)

Susan and Ted Tinsley (9)
Mary Perkins and Ken Hooker (12)
Jane and John Robbert (14)
Harry and Ann Adams (23)
Candy McCorkle and Ed Kapnic
(26)

Ed Kapnic (11)
Maggie Kilroy (14)
Carolyn Hay (15)
Lucy Michaels (16)
Barbara Myhre (17)
Bill West (21)
Carol Richardson (21)
Carl Long (22)
Marjorie Riley (23)
Patty Yergey (23)
Pauline Wise (23)
Ann Adams (25)
Nancy Wilkie (27)

The office will be
closed on February
19th for President’s
Day
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Richard Jesnick
518 Sunset Road
Baltimore, MD 21223

9

Now that the busy holiday season is
over, and you find yourself with plenty of
free time, why not consider joining the
Adult Choir? The choir rehearses every
Wednesday evening from 7:00 -8:15. Rehearsals will begin on February 7th. All
voice parts are needed! Come out and
make a joyful noise!
The Seashell Ringers Handbell
Choir rehearses every Wednesday afternoon from 1:00 – 2:00. Reading music is
not a requirement; however you do need
to be able to count to 4! Please consider
joining us! Rehearsals will begin on February 7th.
If you have any questions, please see
Dave Kemper (267-421-4453) or any
choir member.

PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT THE OFFICE FOLLOWS THE SAME
WEATHER DELAYS AND CANCELLATIONS AS THE INDIAN RIVER
SCHOOL DISTRICT. IN THE EVENT OF POOR WEATHER CONDITIONS STAY TUNED TO WBOC FOR THE LATEST UPDATES.
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Love God. Love Your Neighbor.
Change the World.
St. Martha’s Church
www.stmarthasbethany.com
Located at Pennsylvania
Ave. & Maplewood St. in
Bethany Beach
Phone: 302-539-7444
Mailing address:
PO Box 1478
Bethany Beach, DE 199301478
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