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WHO HELPED US
On behalf of all the pet project pets and
their people, a sincere Thank You:

The Batchelor Foundation
The Jim Moran Foundation
Community Foundation of Broward
Miami Foundation / Animal Welfare
William H. Donner Foundation
GreaterGood.org
Tuesday’s Angels
BCEFA (Broadway Cares Equity Fights
Aids)
June Wise Foundation
Pride Foundation

Our Local Donors:

ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN 2019
In accordance with our mission statement, we accomplished the
following in 2019:
Maintained and provided for 1688 pets / a total of 1149 clients
̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲
Provided 144,000 pounds of pet food / 72 tons given to clients for
their pets (average 12,000 Lbs per month)
̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲

RE/MAX Experience /
Jason Johnson & Chris Krzemien

Distributed 1,000,000 Lbs of Pet Food & Supplies to the local

RE/MAX Experience /
Michael Camardello

Distributed 900,000 Lbs of Pet Food & Supplies to 501(c)3 Pet

Better Homes & Gardens /
Robert Russotto
Hunter’s Nightclub /
Mark Hunter & Patrick Volkert
The Pub /
Michael Connell & Jim Walker

501(c)3 Pet Rescues/Sanctuaries in South Florida
̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲

Rescue in Central Florida via our DeLand Warehouse
_________________________________________________________________________________
Distributed 500,000 Lbs of Pet Food & Supplies for Hurricane
Dorian relief to the Bahamas
̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲
Provided annual vaccinations for 254 pets
̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲
Provided reduced cost Veterinarian care for 182 pets
̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲

Neil Burmeister

Fostered a total of 160 pets

Jayant Goyle / Greg Dudzek

̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲
Found Forever homes for 93 pets whose owners were unable to

Smarty Pants Bar /
Mark Tison & Fritz Sherer
www.thepetprojectfl.org

care for them, or passed away
_________________________________________________________________________________
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Letter from
Executive Director
Yes, every year as a donor or a volunteer for
any organiza0on, you are going to hear the
refrain: “We couldn’t have done it without
you.”
And, yes, that is true.
Spot on.
No
ques0on.
However, the fact that I spring into ac0on
every morning of the year is ONLY made
possible by the fact that I know you “have
my back.”
This isn’t an easy job. I’m not asking for you
to feel sorry for me because I sure don’t. I
love what I do. But this is an emo0onally
taxing and physically demanding job.
As we intake food and supplies for the pets
in our program and as we give or deliver
those supplies to the homes of disabled or
elderly owners, we are always haunted by
the wish that we could do more.

2019 .

How did we accomplish this?
Monthly Pet Food Banks in Broward County
Monthly Pet Food Banks in Miami-Dade County
Delivery of pet food and pet supplies monthly to immobile clients

_______________________________________________________________

Senior Paws
This spring, Sue Mar0no was nominated and approved by Senator Nan Rich to ﬁll a posi0on on the
Animal Advisory Council for Broward County Animal Care and Adop0on. The Animal Advisory Council
does not operate in a regulatory or authorita0ve capacity, but assists Animal Care concerning animal
issues or shelter programs and services. The CommiCee also helps administer the Animal Care Trust
Fund and accepts and disburses giEs, grants and other awards of money paid to Broward County for
the use and beneﬁt of animals in the County.
The mee0ngs are held at the BCAC shelter where a
tour of the facility brought the plight of these
animals far too clear to ignore. And, thus was born
the idea of how to help some of the elderly dogs
now held at the shelter.
The Pet Project is unique: we keep pets in their
homes so they never have to be surrendered to a
shelter or a rescue group. Our unique approach to
animal welfare led to a pilot program in
collabora0on with Broward County Animal Care
and Adop0on.

The rescue groups that are supported by
our Rescue Bank food and supplies come to
us with tales of trials and heartache that
they encounter in their own rescue eﬀorts.
I see them working 0relessly to improve the
welfare of the animals they take into their
care.

The program, launched on August 17, 2019, at the
annual Clear-the-Shelters event sponsors a rota0on
of six senior dogs to help get these dogs out of the
shelter and into their “furever” homes.

And, we do not always have the luxury of
being successful. Not every owner can get
all he or she needs to provide for and
protect their own beloved companion.
Not every rescue group can save or protect
every animal they would wish to keep from
harm.
But we make a huge diﬀerence in the lives
of the pets and their owners. We distribute
the goods we receive with diligence and
care.
For we know that you want every dollar or
volunteer hour you commit to our cause to
MATTER.
And so, with your ongoing support, our
group will always dedicate your dollars to
doing what makes some animal’s life beCer
and, in some cases, saves that animal’s life.
You made a big diﬀerence in 2019. You
have helped keep 1688 pets from being
surrendered to shelters where they would
be highly unlikely to be adopted. With your
help and ﬁnancial contribu0ons, we can
“grow the good” that we do in the months
and years ahead.
I thank you. The clients of Pet Projects
thank you. The pets thank you.
And we wish you the very best of this
holiday season!

Happy Holidays
www.thepetprojectfl.org

When adopted, these senior dogs become clients
of Pet Project and receive their food, heartworm
medica0ons, annual vaccina0ons, and access to
reduced veterinary care.
Within the ﬁrst eight weeks of the program, EIGHT SENIOR DOGS had been placed in homes and out
of the shelter. This program is such a resounding success that we plan to expand the program with
senior dogs from the Humane Society of Broward County in 2020.
In December we launched a similar project for senior cats, our “Senior Claws”, in collabora0on with
the Humane Society of Broward County (BCAC). If you would like to help with either of our “Senior
Paws or Senior Claws” programs, please contact Sue Mar0no at (917) 751-3173.
Your ﬁnancial support is key to helping us expand and grow these new ini0a0ves where we will focus
on placing “seniors with seniors” every chance we get.

____________________________________________________________

The Pet Protector Circle
The first official gathering and “kick off” in
July 2018 was hosted Jayant Goyle and
Greg Dudzek, who suggested the concept
of having individuals commit to annual
donations to the Pet Project.
The two
wonderful 2019 events were hosted by Ron
Lennen and Robert Russotto and then by
Mike Camardello and Raul Ramos.
From July 2018, this great group of
supporters continues to interest others in
joining the Pet Protector Circle. We are
happy to announce that the Pet Protector
Circle membership has now grown in its
first year to 26 members.

_________________________________________________________________________
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Pet Legacy Program
What happens to my pets if
something happens to me?
The Pet Legacy Program is a formal plan to
ensure that your pets are well taken care of in
the event of your incapacity or passing,
without burdening your family and friends.
We have taken the pre-planning and stress
out of worrying about what would happen to
your pet, and with a formal agreement in
place, you can be confident that your pet will
be well taken care of immediately, and
without delay.
For individuals that might not think they have
enough in their estate to participate in our
Legacy Program, there are several insurance
products that are available, and we have the
professional resources to help guide them
choose the right product for their needs. We
encourage people to discuss their options with
an estate planner and to make the necessary
provisions in their will for their pets when they
are doing their own estate planning.

2019 .

Hurricane Dorian Relief
September 1 through September 5, 2019
Hurricane Dorian, the slowest moving and highest intensity hurricane in history, hovered
above the Bahama islands, leaving behind devastation that was hard to imagine even as
photographs showed the flattened structures, the tattered remnants of buildings that once
stood but that now looked like toothpicks and strands of materials.
Heroic efforts to rescue the inhabitants of the islands, particularly of Abaco, were underway
as soon as the savage storm moved on its path. Sunken craft and debris littered the
island’s edges making efforts to
bring desperately needed
food and supplies hazardous.
Ro a d w a y s o n A b a c o n o
l o n g e r e x i s t e d o r w e re
impassable.
People come first. But the
animals’ plight was also
horrid.
Flung all over the
island if, indeed, they had
managed to survive the
ferocious onslaught of
Dorian, these abandoned and
helpless animals struggled in
the face of immeasurable
odds.
GreaterGood.org immediately moved into action to start supplying The Pet Project with the
necessary pet food, crates, and supplies. Dorian had slammed the Bahamas just as the
warehouse in Wilton Manors was packed to the rafters. Truckloads of goods that would
need to be kept dry were to arrive any moment.

Our Pet Legacy Program has been very well
received in the community, and we’re hopeful
that with more and more exposure we will
exceed our goals of participation in the
Program in the upcoming year. We hear from
many participants that our Program gives them
peace of mind knowing that their beloved pets
will be taken care of if anything happened to
them.
I am excited to be named the Pet Legacy
Program Director, and will be out in the
community speaking about our Legacy
Program, and encourage people that might
have questions or want more information to
contact me either by phone or email.

Rex Vacca
Pet Legacy Director
954.647.0051
rex@thepetprojectfl.org

One of Pet Project’s board members, Mike Camardello, reached out and contacted Mika
and Anthony Branch who donated a 3,000 square foot warehouse that could be used for
the intermediate storage that was required. The first step was to move all the Pet Project
Rescue Bank inventory to the new warehouse so the Wilton Manors location could receive
the truckloads of supplies. John of A Best Forklift donated a forklift which expedited the
already-complicated delivery and stacking as the Pet Project single forklift could not be
shuttled between the two warehouses.
Coordination was critical. Forklift drivers—of which Mike Camardello was one—had to be
scheduled when the trucks arrived. Red Cross’ Steve and Pet Project volunteers manned
the forklifts, as well. Pet food and supplies along with humanitarian supplies were shuttled
daily to the local airports to provide for Wings of Rescue to take to the Bahamas.
A huge undertaking that will be ongoing for quite some time. We are proud to help and
will continue to do so in all areas that will help animals be safe, well and provided for.
__________________________________________________________________________________

A Tale of Two Little
Piggies
One of our volunteers religiously checks
Craigslist postings for free animals which we all
know is not safe for the animals. She saw a
posting for two little piggies… well, maybe a bit
bigger than “little,” but still, piggies.
She
immediately asked if Pet Project could help get a
safe place until they could be adopted.

_________________________________________
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We, of course, said we’d give it our best effort, having helped a piggy or two in the past so we set
out to find a piggy foster.
Lo and behold! One of our rescue partners stepped up to take them until a forever home could
be located. “Portia” and “Pepita” settled in very nicely.
Within a few weeks, a wonderful woman who loves pigs said she would adopt them if we had
them both neutered. When Pet Project reached out to our generous base of supporters, we
received the necessary funds.
These two little piggies oinked and happily squealed all the way to their safe new home.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How our money is used
Client Services (pet food & pet supplies) $207,091 - 76%
Veterinarian Care $25,000 - 9%
Transportation (Home Deliveries) Food Banks $15,841 - 4%
Administration $22,378 - 9%
Special Diet Food $5,000 1%
Vaccines & Preventive Care $5,000 1%

Thank you for your continued support, it is because of you, we are able to do what we do.
TOTAL AMOUNT RAISED IN 2019: $271,370
The Pet Project
2200 NW 9th Ave. (Powerline Rd.)
Wilton Manors, FL 33111
TEL: 954.568.5678
EMAIL: info@ThePetProjectFL.org
WEB: www.ThePetProjectFL.org
FACEBOOK: facebook.com/petprojectforpets
TWITTER: twitter.com/petproject4pets
INSTAGRAM: https://www.instagram.com/petproject4pets/
YOUTUBE: www.youtube.com/channel/UC30yHB7OXKibD3RjFXY9PGw
www.thepetprojectfl.org
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