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By Paul Dallgas-Frey

Jacob wrestled with God ..
... all hight long.

We can’t be Certain exaCtly what happened that hight, but maybe
it Was something like this.

Jacob was moving again.

He pulled up the stakes of his tents, ahd he and Rachel ahd [eah
ahd their 12 childreh packed up all their belongings ahd |oaded
them onto a CaraVah of Camels. And with all their servants, and
their great £lOCKks Of sheep ahd g0ats ahd Camels, they were traV-
eling bacCk to the lahd of Jacob’s father.

They were a few days into their jourhey when they made Camp for
the hight.

That hight they had visitors, they were messengers frotn God.
“You’re brother Esau is Coming to meet you,” they told Jacob.
Oh, oh.

“ESau is coming to Kill me!” Jacob Said.

When they were Kids, they probably got into |ots of fights - and
Jacob probably always got pounded, beCause his older brother (by
about five minhutes! Remember, they were twins - but hot identiCal

tWins at all) was bigger anhd stronger thah he was - but for some

reason that hever seems to stop |ittle brothers from getting into

Fights with their bigger brothers and sisters! That’s where JaCcob

must have learhed it was better to be Clever.

Of course, it’s not |ike they were goinhg to end up wrestling on the
ground or anything - they were both over a hundred Years old by
how!

(Jacob didn’t know it, but he was going to end up wrestling to the
ground with God instead!)

But Esau was a powerful, wealthy prinCe. He had mahy strong and
mighty men who served hitm - and he was Coming to meet his
brother.

..0r Kill him. At |east, that was what Jacob was afraid he was
plahning to do.

Anhd so Jacob Came up with a plah to make peace.

He sent messengers on ahead of him. He told them to say to his
brother, “I am your obedient servant. God has blessed me, and I
come t0 you with many sheep ahd goats ahd Camels.”

The messengers went ahead, and when they Came bacCk, they told
Jacob, “Your brother is on his way, and he has 400 men with him!”

“He is coming to Kil| me!” JaCcob Cried.

And so he divided his household into two groups, “That way, if my
pbrother attaCks ohe group, the other may be able to get away.” he
said.

And then, for the first time in his life, Jacob prayed to God.

“God of my fathers, please hear my prayer! You told me to g0 baCk
t0 the lahd of mYy fathers, ahd that You would make everything go
well for me. I Came across the Jordah Rjver with nothing but a
walking stick, ahd how, |00k how rich you have made me! T am hot
worthy of all the kindhess you have shown me.

“But I am afraid. My brother is coming to Kill us all! Remember
your faithful servant. Remember that you promised that my
children would be as manhy as the sahds of the seashore.”

And then Jacob went through his herds and Chose gifts for his
prother Esau.

He chose goats anhd sheep, dohkeys ahd cows, ahd Camels.

A good Came| was worth more thah g good Car back inh those days.
A TREAL good camel was like a Mercedes Benz! In the desert, it
was probably the most Valuable thing you could own.

continued hext time ...
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