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Mud Springs Messenger
Presidents Message
by David Bratt
I hope all of you are planning on attending the
Spring Dinner on May 31st. As I have mentioned in
earlier newsletters, this is the Historical Society's 50th
anniversary and a dedicated group of volunteers have
put together a fascinating and entertaining program
highlighting the events that happened in San Dimas
during 1966. The city was six years old and like all “kids” it was enjoying its
youth and being a little bit wild. I don't want to let the “cat out of the bag”, but
things were different back in 1966 and I know you will enjoy learning all about
it. For some of us who were around then, it will be fun reliving our past. For
others it will be interesting to learn about what went on here in San Dimas
before you were born.
Some interesting facts about 1966; the average income in the United
States was $6,900 a year and the average cost of a house was $14,200.
Gas was selling for 32 cents a gallon and a new car cost $2,650. There were
78 million cars registered in the U.S. There were 500,000 troops deployed to
Vietnam, many of us were amongst that group. The population of the United
States was over 195 million. Lyndon Johnson was still president but Ronald
Reagan was elected governor of California. This was the year that the Government required all cigarette packs to include the warning “Caution, Cigarette smoking may be hazardous to your health.” The first enclosed sports
stadium, the Houston Astrodome, was built. It was a fascinating time and a
lot of us have some great memories of the times. Come to our Spring Dinner
to find out more interesting and fun facts about San Dimas and events of
1966.
This is why the Historical Society is so dedicated to preserving our history.
It tells the story of how we got to where we are today and celebrates our journey along the way. Our efforts include the scanning of newspapers and photos so that they are easily accessible to all of us and the recording of the
memories and remembrances of our long time residents. One of the projects
that we are very proud of is the transcription of the journals of Genevieve
Walker, who lived in San Dimas from 1894 until her death in 1963 and who
recorded a great deal of the history of San Dimas over those 60 years. We
appreciate all of the efforts of volunteers, Willa McClure, who dedicated
countless hours transcribing the hand-written notes to our archives and Paul
McClure who has edited the notes and produced a two volume set that we
have published to celebrate our 50th anniversary. It is a reveling look into our
past and something that, I'm sure, you will enjoy reading.
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From the Archives - Celebrating Our Historical Society’s
Popular Culture
• The television series “Star Trek” debuts
first episode of the science fiction television series.
• Author Jacqueline Susann has her first novel,
Valley of the Dolls published.
• Dr. Seuss' "How the Grinch Stole Christmas"
the animated television special adapted from the
book is shown for first time on CBS.
• Simon and Garfunkel release Sounds of Silence.
Popular Films
• Thunderball
• Dr. Zhivago
• Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?
Popular Musicians
• The Mamas and the Papas
• The Beatles
• The Monkees
• The Beach Boys
• The Rolling Stones
• Simon and Garfunkel
Popular Songs
• I'm a Believer - The Monkees
• Good Vibrations - The Beach Boys
• Monday Monday - The Mamas and the Papas
• Wild Thing - The Troggs
Born This Year 1966
David Schwimmer - November 2nd
Gordon Ramsay - November 8th
Adam Sandler - September 9th
Mike Tyson - June 30th
Technology 1966
• Worlds first vertical Jump Jet the Harrier is introduced in UK
• Hovercraft service begins over the English Channel
• Pampers create the first disposable Diaper
• Color Television Sets become popular

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1966 Most Popular TV shows
Bonanza (NBC)
The Red Skelton Show (CBS)
The Andy Griffith Show (CBS)
The Lucy Show (CBS)
The Jackie Gleason Show (CBS)
Green Acres (CBS)
Daktari (CBS)
Bewitched (ABC)
The Beverly Hillbillies (CBS)
Gomer Pyle U.S.M.C. (CBS)

Thank You Valued Patron
By Dave Harbin

Members that have made donations of $1000 or more to the Patron Program are: (listed in order of participation)
San Dimas Community Hospital, Ralph and Peggy Thomas, Paul and Willa McClure, Tom and Sue Nuss,
Ryan Teague, Jean Johnstone Rimpau, Curt and Glenda Morris, Jeff and Terry Templeman, Sharon Long, Bill and Joyce Emerson,
Winifred Rouse Willis, Bob and Connie Brown, Joe Vaniman, Mark and Linda Nelson, and our newest additions to the
Patron Program in December are Matt and Julie Draayom.
Their generous gifts allow the society to purchase specially needed items to enhance our ability to save and share our history that
otherwise would be unavailable due to limited funding.
To find out how you too can become a patron call the office at (909) 592-1190.
Your donation is tax deducible.
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May 2016

Dear Historical Society Members,

It is once again time to select members to serve as Directors of the San Dimas Historical Society. Each year a total of five seats
are either up for reelection or seeking to become a new member of the board. Your vote is crucial in selecting people who have
an interest in San Dimas and the history of our area. The Board meets monthly to make decisions on the operation of the Historical Society.
Each member of the board can serve two three-year terms and then must leave the board for at least one year. Three candidates are seeking reelection, while the other two are seeking new appointments.
When casting your vote, you are entitled to five votes. You may cast one vote each for the five different candidates, or five
votes for one candidate or any combination of five votes you desire. Please mail your ballot to the Historical Society no later
than May 13, 2016.
___________________________

Suzy Crawford: A longtime resident of San Dimas (35+ years) enjoys participating in a variety of organizations. She
is a past board member of both the San Dimas Historical Society and the Festival of Arts. Married to Mitchell Crawford, she got more involved once she retired from a grocery and marketing career. She volunteers for the City,
BUSD, Chamber, Sheriffs Boosters and the Downtown Merchants. Her hobbies include gardening, upholstery, cooking and zumba.
Kay Glinternick: Kay has lived in San Dimas for 17 years. She is now retired from Pacific Clinics. She has been on
the Board of the San Dimas Festival of Arts, served on the committee for Miss Rodeo California, volunteered at the
San Dimas Rodeo, San Dimas Western Days, San Dimas Birthday Barbecue and numerous other events. Kay is a
member of the San Dimas Chamber of Commerce and likes to know what is happening in the City.
Susan Davis: Has served one term on the Historical Society Board and several years as our archivist. Under her
leadership significant improvements have been made to our archives. Susan is seeking reelection for another three
year term.
Terry Templeman: Has served one term on the Historical Society Board and acts as our assistant archivist. She has
also assisted our Treasurer. Terry is seeking reelection for another three year term.
David Harbin: Dave is a life long resident of San Dimas, attending its schools and along with wife Chris, raised two
children. He has volunteered for many of its organizations, including 30 years of service to the San Dimas Historical
Society. He is seeking reelection to a second term on the board. For the past year Dave has served as VicePresident.

Thank you for taking time to vote. - David Bratt, SDHS President

Please return all ballots by
Tuesday, May 13, 2016
Remember ballots must be returned via mail to be valid.

RSVP for the May 31th
Spring Dinner and Installation
with your choice of dinner
selection and payment on the separate mailed invitation

2016 Up Coming Events
May - Historical Society Board of Directors elections &
Board member renewals
May 31- Historical Society Spring Dinner & Awards
June 5 - Historical Society 50th Anniversary celebration
and Ice Cream Social
August 6 - San Dimas 56th Birthday
Celebration and BBQ
November (TBA) - Fall Historical Society Dinner
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Volunteers
are the
Historical Society!
Go to our website
to volunteer:
www.sandimashistorical.org

Or call Volunteer
Coordinator, Kay Hoveland
at 909-592-6340
VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
William “Bill” Sumbot is a 46 year
resident of San Dimas and his
roots run deep raising five children
in the community. One daughter
was in the first graduating class of
San Dimas High School and another was a homecoming queen!
Bill likes history and enjoys
learning about people. “History is
people” he said. He gives lectures
on genealogy and was the Director of the Family History Center in Covina for twelve years.
As a retiree, “many times over”, he comes into the office
every Thursday to assist the Archivist, cataloging, and scanning pictures and newspapers. Bill can also give our museum visitors a very complete history of the Walker house
and San Dimas.
Bill, you are so needed and appreciated! Thanks for being a Volunteer!
GIFT SHOP FUNNY
As you may know, the Gift Shop takes donations of small
items from mid-century and older to sell. The proceeds of
sales go to the Historical Society to preserve and maintain
items in storage we hope to display. Well, a wonderful donor
brought in some vintage jewelry, items she had offered to
her family first. Since there was no interest she felt donating
them to the Gift Shop was a worthy thing to do. Some
months later she and her daughter came to the Gift Shop
and her daughter spotted a pin that she knew belonged to
her mother. The daughter went on and on about how much it
reminded her of her mother. She then purchased it to have
as her own!
Please remember, if you have things that you no longer
use or need, they may be a value to some one else. Bring
them in, we can find them a home and benefit the history we
are trying to preserve.
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The Journals
of

Genevieve Walker
Paul and Willa McClure
This year, as we celebrate the
50th anniversary of the San Dimas Historical Society, it seems only appropriate that we
reflect a little on the life of Genevieve Walker, our town’s first
historian.
In 1894, newlyweds Harry and Genevieve Walker came
to San Dimas. They expected to stay a year, maybe a little
longer, before returning to Kentucky. It was planned that
during their stay Harry would supervised the planting of citrus trees on his father’s newly purchased 1100 acre tract of
land. However, despite her early misgiving about the area,
the 21-year-old Genevieve soon fell in love with San Dimas
and she and Harry remained here the rest of their lives.
Genevieve began to record the history of San Dimas.
She interviewed many of the early pioneers, recording their
remembrances of coming to California and settling here. In
her beautifully crafted handwriting, she recorded her
thoughts and observations, filling 32 notebooks, or journals,
by the year 1940.
For many years these journals sat in storage. Then in
2010, volunteers began transcribing the journals, completing
the task last year. The result is a historic treasure of about
600 digital pages describing the growth of San Dimas and
the surrounding area from agriculture to suburbia.
The journals are neither chronological histories nor diaries in the usual sense, but rather a series of essays, interviews and reflections on events Genevieve experienced and
people she met throughout the Pomona Valley. As a result,
volunteers have worked to organize the journals into two
volumes called Land of the Heart’s Desire: The Journals of
Genevieve Walker. The title comes from a phrase in a letter
Genevieve wrote in the late 1950s detailing her early life in
San Dimas. In it, she called her adopted hometown a “Land
of the Heart’s Desire.”
The first volume is organized into four parts—the Indian
Habitation Era, the Spanish Mission Era, the Mexican Rancho Era and the American Settlement Era. The second volume’s essays are grouped by categories, such as commerce, schools, churches, newspapers, clubs, infrastructure,
and surrounding communities.
The historical society’s archivist, Susan Davis, has
packed both volumes with appropriate photographs, many
from Genevieve’s own collection.
We hope to be able to make these two new books, Land
of the Heart’s Desire: The Journals of Genevieve Walker,
volume I & volume II available to you in the very near future.

