THE FIRST CHURCH OF WEST BRIDGEWATER

Unitarian Universalist Association and United Church of Christ

February 9, 2020                  Service of Word                 10:00 A.M.
Gathering Songs                                  Rosemary Valentine, Organist

Welcome        
Centering Music              “Sanctuary”                               H No. 555
Choral Response                   
Call to Worship                                            Robert Upton, Deacon
L: We delight to draw near to you, gracious God. We rejoice in the many gifts you have given us.
P: We lift up our hearts and voices in praise. We humble ourselves before the God of all worlds.
L: We gather to remember God’s commands and seek God’s wisdom. 

P: The wisdom of God is not like any other. It draws us away from the world’s agenda.
L: God sends us into the world with new priorities. We are grounded in the Spirit, so that we might be discerning.
P: We are filled with the mind of Christ. We are already citizens of God’s realm.
* Hymn       “Praise the Lord! Ye Heavens, Adore Him”       H No. 10
Lighting the Chalice 

Unitarian Universalist Principle                     Robert Upton, Deacon

L: We light this candle to honor wisdom from the world’s religions, wisdom that inspires us in our ethical and spiritual life. 

Quoting Unitarian thinker W. E. Channing         Pastor Steve Finlan

“God’s justice and goodness are intelligible attributes, agreeing essentially with the same qualities in ourselves [though] infinitely wider. . . God, in giving us conscience, has implanted a principle within us which forbids us to prostrate ourselves before mere power, or to offer praise where we do not discover worth.” Works, p. 464–65
Time of Reconciliation
  Invitation              “Create in Me a Clean Heart”              H No. 414
Scripture                           Psalm 112:1–8                             H No. 693
(Choir sings choral response . . .Leader reads odd verses. . . congregation reads even verses)
Unison Prayer of Confession: O God, you call out to us, saying, “Here I am,” but we do not listen. You pour out on us spiritual gifts, but we do not discern them. You call us to build a more just society but we cling to our advantages. Forgive us, we pray, and help us to change. Help us so to know and understand Jesus Christ that we might reflect the God of glory in our daily living. Create in us a generosity that reflects your own. Pour out your spirit on this congregation that we might use it to repair and restore. Amen.
Assurance              “Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus”             H No. 146

Turn your eyes upon Jesus. Look full in his wonderful face. 
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim, 
in the light of his glory and grace.

  Scripture                           Isaiah 58:2–8
2 Day after day they seek me . . . They ask of me, 3 “Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” Look, you serve your own interest on your fast-day, and oppress all your workers. 4 You fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. . .

6 Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? 7 Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 

8 Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the Lord shall be your rearguard.
Prayer Requests               “Cares Chorus”

I cast all my cares upon you; I lay all my burdens 
down at your feet, and anytime that I don’t know
what to do; I will cast all my cares upon you.

Prayer by pastor and by members of the congregation.

Today’s flowers are given by Carol and Mike Roppolo 
“Prayers go up; Blessings come down” 
Silent prayer…  Lord’s Prayer…“Eagle’s Wings” (chorus) H No. 385
And God will raise you up on eagle’s wings, 
bear you on the breath of dawn, make you to shine 
like the sun, and hold you in the palm of God’s hand. 
Inviting the Children to Sunday School
Scripture                   Matthew 5:13–17, 20
13“You are the salt of the earth.

But if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled.

14“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden.15No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.

17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfill. . . .

20“I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”
Sermon                   “Let Your Light Shine”       Pastor Steve Finlan
* Hymn                “Take My Life and Let It Be”                 H No. 349
Thank Offerings

  Invitation                                                                    Robert Upton, Deacon
  Anthem                                                                                              Choir
 *Doxology                                                                                    H No. 563
 *Offering Prayer 
* Hymn              “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”                H No. 89
* Benediction                                                   First Church President
L: The wisdom of God empowers us to live wisely. God’s generosity prompts us to be generous.
P: We will share what we have learned and give as we have received.
L: The Spirit has touched our spirits and changed us. Our spiritual awareness has been deepened.
P: How amazing are the gifts of God to us! We cannot hide the light God entrusts to us.
L: God will guide us continually. God will satisfy our thirst with living water.
P: We cannot hold back our shouts of joy! We have received the Spirit that is from God.  Amen.

Extinguishing the Candles
* Congregational Response    “Go Now in Peace”

* Postlude                                             Rosemary Valentine, Organist
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“We the members of The First Church of Wes( Bridgowater
united by the love of one another and guided by the teachings
of Jesus, hold it to be our purpose to maintain 4 welcoming
house for the worship of God: o feach and study the lessons of
our fith, o develop programs for those in need: and to
sponsor fellowship opportunities. Allthis we support in order
to build a mutuslly sustaining and caring community of faith.”




  _________________________________________________________
Church Address:                                     29 Howard Street, West Bridgewater, Mass. 02379

Church Mailing Address:                         P.O. Box 361, West Bridgewater, Mass. 02379

Church Email Address:                                                                     firstchurchwb@juno.com
Church Website Address:                                                                    www.firstchurchwb.org
Church Office Telephone:                                                                                (508) 587-3118

                         THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHURCH________
Today    

  9:00 A.M.
Choir Rehearsal   

                               8:50 A.M.
Confirmation Class with Pastor Steve
10:00 A.M.
Service of Word 

     
Greeter: 

Ushers: 


Elementary Sunday School -- Christina Reed
11:00 A.M.
Fellowship Hour

                            
 Hostesses: Leslie Simpson & Roberta Waite
11:00 A.M.
Chocolate Auction

                             11:15 A.M.
Deacon’s Meeting

Mon., Feb. 10 

Office closed        
                              6:30 P.M.
Parish Committee Meeting                        

Tues., Feb. 11      10:00 A.M.
Office open until 2:00 p.m.

                               6:30 P.M.
Line Dance Instruction 

Wed., Feb. 12
Office closed       
  6:00 P.M.
Adult Yoga with Kathy Milan

Thurs., Feb. 13 
10:00 A.M.
Office Open until 2:00 p.m.

 

10:30 A.M.
Morning Bible Study with Pastor Steve



11:30 A.M.
Pastor Steve’s Office Hours until 1:00 p.m. 



  1:00 P.M.
Afternoon Bible Study with Pastor Steve 

Fri., Feb. 14
10:00 A.M.
Office open until 2:00 p.m.______________
                                           LOOKING AHEAD_________________
Sunday, Feb. 16
  9:00 A.M.
Choir Rehearsal   

                               8:50 A.M.
No Confirmation Class with Pastor Steve

10:00 A.M.
Service of Word 


No Elementary Sunday School 

11:00 A.M.
Fellowship Hour

  Hostesses: Sharon Fenn and Alta Pratt 
Tues., Feb. 18
10:00 A.M.
Office open until 2:00 p.m.



  6:30 P.M.
Line Dance Instruction 
Wed., Feb. 19  
  6:00 P.M.
Adult Yoga with Kathy Milan
Thurs., Feb. 20 
10:00 A.M.
Office Open until 2:00 p.m.

 

10:30 A.M.
Morning Bible Study with Pastor Steve



11:30 A.M.
Pastor Steve’s Office Hours until 1:00 p.m.



  1:00 P.M.
Afternoon Bible Study with Pastor Steve 

Fri., Feb. 21
10:00 A.M.
Office open until 2:00 p.m.______________
On Sunday, February 2, we collected $1,576.25 towards meeting our weekly budget need of $1,451.00

The Mission and Outreach Committee reminds you to please remember the W.B. Food Pantry. You may bring in your donation(s) on any Sunday.

                                  Love and Prayers List
	Name
	Relative/Friend Of
	Reason

	Roberta Anderson
	Norma Anderson
	Prayers for healing

	Richard Boucher
	Bobby B’s father
	Lung cancer

	Marc Forman
	Norman Fenn’s friend
	Multiple health issues

	Lynn & Jim Gledhill
	 Marion & Bob Leonard’s friends
	Jim – stroke

Lynn -- support

	Pedro Henrique
	David Sillars’s friend
	Cancer

	Jack
	Elaine Bowyer
	Cancer

	Mary Julius
	Daphne George’s friend
	Cancer

	Joe and Cathy Kelley
	Members of First Church
	Prayers for healing

	Kerry
	June & Ron Metcalf’s relative
	Lymphoma treatment

	Greg Kundicz
	Mark Trojano
	Brain cancer

	Lance
	June & Ron Metcalf
	Cancer & Alcohol treatment

	Alice Manugian
	Warren Turner’s friend
	

	Lois McCarthy
	Louise & Bob Chisholm’s friend
	Still receiving treatment at Dana Farber

	Brenda McClare
	Janet Salvador’s sister-in-law
	Cancer

	Richard McMullan
	Kathy Turner’s father
	

	Daniel Morgan
	Carol & Mike Roppolo’s friend
	Cancer

	Paul
	Elaine
	Health issues

	Al Richardson
	Sharon Trojano’s friend
	A.L.S.

	Sandy Rosa
	Sharon Ledin’s friend
	Acute Leukemia

	Jase Russell
	Tina & Tom Reed’s friend
	Cancer (Nuroblastoma)

	Patricia Santilli
	Keith Crosby’s friend
	Cancer

	Cheryl Stevenson
	Carol Vecchi’s friend
	Stage 4 Brain cancer


Please put any updates in the offering plate. Thank you!

Name: __________________________________________________________________

Friend/Relative of: _________________________________________________________  

Reason __________________________________________________________________ 

