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The

Fiesta Bee

Fiesta Gardens is a great place to be and to have a neighbor.
With all of the really bad stuff going on in the world (war, daily mass
shootings, political discourse, etc.) and all of the really bad people,
I think we really need to look within ourselves and our neighbors for
some good in the world. We need to take every opportunity to get
to know and respect each other, help each other out in times of
need and sometimes just say “hello”. There doesn’t seem to be
enough of this going on around us and it’s reflected in our attitudes
and demeanors. It sucks when the morning news angers and
aggravates to the point where it ruins your whole day. We don’t all
have to agree on politics or religion or anything else – this is
America after all – but we should try to live with these differences in
an intelligent and cooperative manner. But we can’t fix it all at once.
It starts with one person at a time, if only with a friendly “hello”. We
live in a neighborhood that’s a great place to start. Try it – you
might be surprised.
Enough preaching.
Get on board and have your
family immortalized in the walkways around our new cabana. All of
the information, pricing, examples and links are available on our
website.
Still looking for suggestions for speakers at our meetings. If you
know someone important – could be in city, county, or state
politics, someone running for office, a student who needs our help
with a project, a celebrity, etc., ask them if they’d be willing to talk
to our group and let the Board know and we’ll get them on the
schedule.
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Pool is open! Summer is upon us. Get out there and have some
fun! Maybe ask a neighbor to join you!
See you at the next Zoom Board Meeting on Wednesday, June 8th
at 7:00PM.

The next Board meeting will be
7PM via Zoom call.
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president@fiestagardenshoa.com
Steve Strauss
vp@fiestagardenshoa.com
Naresh Nayak
civic@fiestagardenshoa.com
Rich Neve
parks@fiestagardenshoa.com
Roland Bardony
poolops@fiestagardenshoa.com
Steve Stanovcak
poolmtc@fiestagardenshoa.com
Steve Muller
social@fiestagardenshoa.com
Christina Saenz

Weekends ONLY until June 6th: 12:00 noon -8:00 PM
May 30th, Memorial Day: 12:00 noon -- 8:00 PM
Starting Monday June 6th, 7 days a week:
12:00 noon -- 8:00 PM
Adult swim:
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 11:00 AM -- 12:00 noon
There is still room for swim lessons. 2-week sessions start
on Monday, June 13th. Visit our website for more
information.
If you are wondering why you have not received your
wristbands, there are two possible reasons:
1. Your annual assessment has not been paid, or
2. Your special cabana assessment has not been paid.
Check with our Treasurer of your status.

treasurer@fiestagardenshoa.com
Steve Gross

For forms and and information please visit:
www.fiestagardenshoa.com

secretary@fiestagardenshoa.com
Pam Miller
editor@fiestagardenshoa.com
Eleni Hulman
webmaster@fiestagardenshoa.com
Mariano Saenz

.
7 p.m., Zoom call

Where: Remote via Zoom call
When: 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Deadline to get articles and ads to Bee Editor.
Where: Remote via Zoom call
When: 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM
City Meetings will be held online via Zoom calls. For more
information on these calls, please visit

Where: Remote via Zoom call
When: 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM

Join us on Thursdays from 6:00-8:00pm in Central Park
June 23: Native Elements (Raggae)
June 30: Pure Ecstasy (Mowtown/R&B)
Where: 50 E. 5th Ave., San Mateo -- Central Park
When: 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Cost:
FREE
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The FGHA Board Meeting was called to order at 7:05PM. Board Members in attendance were: Steve Strauss – President, Roland
Bardonay – Parks Director, Steve Stanovcak - Pool Director, Christine Saenz – Social Director, Rich Neve – Civics Director, Naresh
Nayak – Vice President, and Steve Muller – Pool Maintenance.
The Mayor of San Mateo Rick Bonilla was the Guest Speaker. Rick has been involved in many different organizations
that serve our City and State.
There were many questions regarding ADU’s (Accessory Dwelling Units). He acknowledged that there are many passionate feelings
regarding ADU’s and affordable housing. He did say that 88% of all ADU’s have been single story and that they may not be used as
short-term rentals.
The City of San Mateo is putting breaks on just office buildings. They must now include some housing units. Many City Councils
along the peninsula agree that there has been too much office space built and not enough livable homes.
He addressed the unhoused people living under highway 92. This area is under the direction of Cal Trans. Although it is worrisome,
they can’t just be kicked out, sent to other areas or put on buses to other cities or states. The State has money to help with these
issues.

D
E
V

Lastly, the Passages Project passed. Building permits have not been submitted.

O
R
P

$182,000 in our Operating Account.
We paid out $13,700 in the month of March.
$7,700 was collected in the month of March for 2022 dues. We have collected 96% of our dues thus far.
So far 458 members out of 489 have paid the special assessment in full. 20 are still making payments and 11 are in collections.
The Review Statement has been done and has been posted on the website.

P
A

The pool will open May 14th for weekends only. Hopefully, the pool will be open full time June 6th or June 13th.
Swim lessons will start on the 6th or 13th.

Thanks to Mayor Bonilla for being our guest tonight.
Music in the Park will resume this year. Look for future dates.

The Easter Egg Hunt will be April 16th. Anyone who would like to help, please contact Christina or meet at the park around
9:30am to help get things ready. Festivities start at 10:30am.

The furniture behind the tennis courts will be removed.

The chemicals and supplies are great.

Nothing to report

Nothing to report, let's move on to the cabana renovation.
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Eleven accounts are still in collection. ASAP has several options that will discussed in Executive Session.

The cabana is moving right along. Some plumbing is starting, and the lifeguard building has been inspected. Windows should be
installed in a couple of weeks. There will be a fence between our area and the storage units. We are set to be finished with
construction the middle of December. Hopefully we can have a grand opening before Christmas.

We are selling personalized bricks on our website. The brick will be installed in the area of the cabana. You can order online or you
can get a form that you can fill out and return. After July 1st the price of a brick will go up. We can accommodate 200 bricks. The
sizes are 4x8, 8x8 and 16x16. Visit our website for more details. The information is found under the “Cabana Remodel”.

The next Meeting will be held on Zoom, Wednesday, May 4th at 7pm. Meeting ended at 8:11pm

The FGHA Board Meeting was called to order at 7:02PM. Board Members in attendance were: Steve Strauss – President, Roland
Bardonay – Parks Director, Steve Stanovcak -- Pool Director, Christine Saenz – Social Director, and Rich Neve – Civics Director.
.

We have $175,000 in our Operating Account.
We paid out $15,800 in the month of April. This included $5,200 for property taxes.
$1,800 was collected in the month of April for 2022 dues. We have collected a total of $191,000 which is 97% of our expected total.
So far 459 members out of 489 have paid the special assessment in full. 19 are still making payments and 11 are in collections.

The pool will open May 14th for weekends only. June 6th the pool will be open full time.
Wristbands are being delivered.
We need lifeguards. If you would like to apply visit our website.
Temporary fencing around the pool will be put up soon.

On May 9th there will be overnight work taking place on Saratoga, expect noise and bright lights.
The Passages Project is having trouble raising funds.
Our City Council is pro-growth even though most of our citizens are not. Our voices need to be heard. Please go to the
meetings and let your voice be heard.

We had a great Easter Egg Hunt. Lots of families came out and we had about 70 kids. We also gave out about 150 ice
cream bars. Thanks to all the people who helped put this day together.
I will be working on some type of an event for the summer. A lot will depend on the cabana.

Looking into purchasing sand for the sandbox. Rich and Steve G. will help.
The wood chips are fine for another 6 months.
Scapes is doing a great job.
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If anyone has suggestions for a guest speaker to attend one of our future meetings, please contact any of our Board Members.

Eleven accounts are still in collection. ASAP has several options that will discussed in Executive Session.

The cabana remodel is going well. Valerie and Joseph are doing a great job keeping an eye out on our site.

Don’t forget our brick fundraiser. So far, we have sold 15 bricks. Check out our website for more information. You can see a sample
brick at the pool when you look through the viewing window.

The next Meeting will be held on Zoom, Wednesday, June 8 at 7pm. Meeting ended at 7:22pm.
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The owners of Hillsdale are looking to redevelop their property. They have already asked the council for special consideration
to redevelop that would likely skirt local height and density ordinances.
This is YOUR chance to have a say in how you want Hillsdale to look to benefit San Mateo residents. There are a number of
in-person and online events coming up to find out more and have your say:

The following are questions from residents to our city Mayor and his responses.

The city recently studied downtown vacancies and we believe there is a relatively small issue being caused by a combination
of the pandemic and some overhanging economic difficulties as a result. It’s important to remember that things like
restaurants actually come and go on a fairly frequent basis. It’s also very important to know that peoples shopping habits
have had a negative impact on our commercial and retail areas. Shopping online is not good if you don’t like empty
storefronts. The city and the peninsula in general have been building more office than housing for a long time. Decades. Facts
indicate that the struggle really is to build more housing appropriately so that families can grow and people who work in San
Mateo can afford to live here. Because a huge portion of our climate changing emissions come from transportation this is all
very closely connected to whether or not we will be able to cut climate damaging emissions and have some positive effect on
all of the huge threats that we are facing right now: Sea level rise, drought, flood, wildfires, and huge unpredictable storms.

I’ve been involved with the Bay Meadows Phase 2 development since 2001. The plan for the two remaining blocks along
Delaware between 28th and 31st has always been and continues to be as follows. This is official city language regarding the
land use for those two blocks.
“The three blocks of Delaware Street between 28th Ave. and 31st Ave. must be fronted with commercial and/or residential
buildings that have continuous ground floor retail, neighborhood serving, or other pedestrian oriented uses such as banks,
brokerage offices, building lobbies, health facilities and professional offices, as shown on figure IV – four. Both sides of this
tree lined street shall include wide sidewalks and diagonal parking that will provide convenient access for patrons, manage
traffic speeds, and provide a buffer between sidewalk activity and vehicular traffic.”
That is what I supported then and continues to be what I support now. This development must have neighborhood serving
retail which will provide for the needs of local residents without using a car to get somewhere

The work being done on Delaware in that area is part of the clean water program which includes improving sewer collection
systems in order to stop sanitary sewer overflows on the streets of San Mateo. Sanitary sewer overflows are an extremely
unhealthy and illegal event. Our old and undersized treatment and collection systems (and a cease-and-desist order) are
indeed the reason why we have embarked on the $1 billion clean water program which includes the new Wastewater
Treatment Plant and all the work that is being seen on our streets. The pipes literally were not big enough to handle the flow
and are now being replaced with properly sized facilities.
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The entire 42nd Ave./El Camino area is being studied in our current general plan process.
The city doesn’t really have much underutilized property left in our inventory. Most of what’s left is privately held so the city will
need to find a combination of ways to provide for the housing needs going into the future including working with private
developers to require our 15% below market rate housing in all residential development and finding nonprofit partners to work
with in attempting to build more all affordable housing developments.

Yes, I will discuss this. I can briefly say that performance on the past RHNA allocation was extremely poor when building
affordable housing. So far as above moderate rate housing goes, we over performed. I will provide numbers tonight for this
question. The old RHNA allocation was 3100 units and the new RHNA allocation is just over 7000 units. This number came
from the state office of Housing and Community Development. Since we are currently undergoing a general plan update
process, we should be able to create zoning, especially near transit stations and along major bus lines that will accommodate
this development between 2023 and 2031.

The work recently done On ADU policies simply provided some guidelines for how tall and how near to the property line
second units can be. It provides for both ministerial approval as well as a discretionary review process.

Life has become harder for people in recent years. Many people live on the economic edge of our society and some of those
people have suffered recent losses and ended up homeless. Covid is one of the causes for these difficulties. Both our city
and our county are making very meaningful efforts to help the people on our streets. One of the first things we do is offer
families heading towards homelessness opportunities to stay where they are living while the county helps them get back on
their feet. The county has recently bought a series of older hotels around the county and created living facilities which
includes services for individuals and families. It’s important to remember that homelessness, in itself, is not a crime and
people cannot be deprived of their freedom simply because they are poor or have some mental health issues.

The fact that you ask this question the way you ask it indicates that people are aware of the fact that we need more public
input. However, these are very complicated issues which require much study and a certain base of knowledge which is not
commonly held in the public. There are massive amounts of information which must be considered. That said, the public’s
opinion is the most important consideration when working on these issues. It all boils down to the informed citizenry that is
required to make our form of government work. I think that it’s very important to first remember that your city government, in
all of its various forms works for the people of the City of San Mateo. It’s also important to remember that just like every single
homeowner in the city, commercial property owners or developers also have a right to represent themselves in efforts to meet
what they see as their needs. It is for the people of the City of San Mateo to decide whether what landowners and developers
propose is suitable for San Mateo.
9.
Yes, in one form or another. The two blocks on B street between first and third Avenue will remain closed and become a
pedestrian mall area. The parklet settings which are seen on other streets will be altered but will remain in some form in
certain areas

The only difference will be the council members will be elected by district. All council members will still be required to act for
the common good on a citywide basis when considering and voting on issues. Each councilmember will still represent every
single resident of the city of San Mateo.
** I must qualify the above statements by saying that most of this information is off the top of my head and therefore I can’t
say that every single word is completely accurate. If we have further questions, I will be able to obtain absolutely accurate
information when needed.
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FIESTA GARDENS HOMES
PO BOX 5288
SAN MATEO CA 94402-0288
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