GLBT Alliance Questionnaire

Candidate Name: Robert Rivas

Campaign Committee Name: Robert Rivas for Assembly 2018
Political Party Affiliation: Democrat

Office Sought: State Assembly District 30

Primary Contact: Robert Rivas Cd"!’dd'l‘e Questionnaire
Phone: for Endorsement by the

GLBT Alliance

Email: | ~ ol | of savitacriiziconnty |

Campaign Address: 361 5t Street, Hollister, CA 95023
Cash on Hand: 170,000

Please describe your qualifications for the elected position you
seek. Include your main issues, priorities if elected, key
endorsements, plus anything else that you’d like our members to
know about you and your candidacy.

[ have been a San Benito County Supervisor since 2010. Through my
role as a Supervisor and an educator at San Benito High School, I
strive to promote equality among all people and prevent
discrimination based on race, religion, sex, gender, or sexual
orientation. As Supervisor, | fought for strong environmental laws
to protect our air and water, particularly as a leader for Measure |
to ban fracking. I led the effort to build the first homeless resource
center in San Benito County. I am a strong advocate for greater
investments in public education, improvements to congested roads
and highways, and I will fight to make housing more affordable. If

elected, I will continue to be a leader for the issues I stood for as
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Supervisor in San Benito County. Fighting for equality,
comprehensive healthcare, education, clean air and water, more
affordable housing, and better roads and highways will be my
priorities when in the Assembly.

[ am proud to have received endorsements from Equality California,
California Teachers Association, California Nurses Association,
Service Employees International Union, and the California
Democratic Party. I grew up in farmworker housing, the son of an
immigrant family, and then became the first in my family to
graduate college. | am motivated by the sacrifices my mother and
grandparents made to give me a better life--to lead and create better

opportunities for everyone in my community.

Why are you seeking the endorsement of Santa Cruz County’s

grassroots LGBTIQ political organization, the GLBT Alliance?

[ am seeking the endorsement of the GLBT Alliance because my
campaign is one of inclusion. [ want my campaign to truly represent the
diversity present in AD30. I know that the GLBT Alliance has been
fighting hard throughout its history against discriminatory propositions
such as Prop 22 and Prop 8. I stand with groups like the GLBT Alliance
to ensure marriage equality remains the law of the land, enact stronger
laws to protect LGBTIQ youth in schools and provide housing to the
homeless, make sure transgender issues are not ignored, provide
comprehensive healthcare for everyone, and advocate for better STI and
HIV/AIDS education. LGBTIQ rights and equality are important to me. |

was the first elected official in San Benito County history to stand up for
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our local LGBTIQ community. That is why [ am the only candidate
endorsed by Equality California.

Please tell us about any past or current experiences or
involvement you've had addressing LGBTIQ issues or work you've

done to support the LGBTIQ community.

[ have seen the challenges my brother has faced to succeed as a Gay
Mexican-American, who was not given the opportunities in life that
someone coming from a family of privilege would have. However, it has
been inspiring to see my brother overcome these obstacles to succeed. I
know that with more support for our LGBTIQ community, there will be
more opportunities for their success. While Chair of the San Benito
County Board of Supervisors, I supported the opening of the San Benito
County LGBTIQ and Youth Resource Center in downtown Hollister. |
worked to hold a town hall meeting to discuss how to support our local
LGBTIQ community. I was involved in hosting a discussion supporting
our LGBTIQ youth at San Benito High School, featuring Equality
California’s Executive Director, Rick Zbur. I have also participated in a
regional task force to discuss how to best work together to support our
LGBTIQ community. I'll be a leader on LGBTIQ equality in the State
Assembly.

What historic political or civil rights struggles are you familiar

with that impact LGBTIQ equality?

Every political and civil rights struggle throughout history has impacted
the LGBTIQ community in some way. Of course, [ am aware of the

history of the equality movement - from Stonewall to marriage equality.
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