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Quick Major Key Decoder 23

About this Essential Edition: How to use this Essential Edition:

Nearly all of the bluegrass, country, folk,  Each Major key has three main Major
old-timey, & popular music that | play in chords that make up the backbone of

jam sessions is played in five Major keys: music. Countless songs are made using

G Major, A Major, C Major, D Major, and combinations of these three chords. In the
E Major. Each of those keys have certain  key of G Major, these chords are G Major,

chords and scales that make up the key. C Major, and D Major. In each key, these
The secret to being able to play in any of chords are given the Roman numerals I, IV,
these keys, which is so rarely taught, is and V, or 1, 4, and 5 using the Nashville
how to know what those chords and Number System. Start by learning the three

scales are in each of those common keys!  main Major chords in each key.

This Essential Edition takes the five Each key also has three minor chords that
most common Major Keys and uses make up the key. These chords are given
colored circles to show which chords the lower-case Roman numerals ii, iii, and
make up each key, how to build those vi, or the numbers 2-, 3-, and 6- (the “-“
chords, and where the notes for the shows that it’s a minor chord). Learning
chords and Major & Major pentatonic each key’s minor chords is the next step!

scales are found all over your instrument.

Go to www.fretboard-toolbox.com and click on
“200+ Free Jam Tracks” to practice these chord 1 © Scott Sharp 2014
progressions and scales in all 5 of these keys!




Essential Edition Instructions
Essential Piano E~-Book

Ke\; of G Ma.jor (and E minor)
How to Build the I, IV, & V Chords in the Key of G Major
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Kel; of G Major (and E minor)
How to Build the I, IV, & V Chords in the Key of G Major

X

X

CMajor [Ilr) Chords ~ (from page 9 of the Frethoard Toolbox Complete Piano Edition)

LG

1. This section is called the “Chord Jig”.

It shows which chords make up each key,
and it has colored circles around the notes
used to play those chords. The 6 main
chords in each Major key include 3 Major
chords (called the I, IV, and V chords) and
2. This box shows the notes needed to
make Major, minor, and “7” chords.

3. This box shows common Major key
chord progressions using only chords from
the key (the chords with colored circles).
4. This box shows Major key chord
progressions that use some chords from
outside of the key, which are shown in
italics throughout this book. Pay special
attention to these “rule-breaking” chords
because they add a lot of flavor to songs!

5. This box shows common chord
progressions in the “relative minor” key,
which uses essentially the same chords and
soloing scales as the Major key.

6. This keyboard layout shows where the
notes from each chord are found all over
the keyboard. On page 3, any groups of
notes in green circles make G Major chords!
7. Major scale notes are shown in white
circles, and Major pentatonic notes are all
underlined. Use these scales to solo or play
melodies with songs in the key of G Major.
8. Root notes of the Major and relative
minor keys are in these special circles.
9-10. This shows the IV and V chords in the
key of G Major. Experiment with using
the notes in white circles to add licks,
melodies, and/or solos over each chord.

Learn more at www.fretboard-toolbox.com

2 © Scott Sharp 2014




Keg of G Major (ancl 2 minor)
How to Build theL Il(, & XChords in the Key of G Major

Use notes from these columns to build any chords I-5 VI from the .
Chord Names and key of G Major, and any chords i~VII from the key of E minor. C]:lOfd ‘]18
Roman Numerals: —_ =
Mﬂ]or/ relative minor l 1 } 2 | b3 E 4 '5 I 6 | b7 | 7 Chord Use notes
: - Type: in columns:
GMAJIOR@G) 1/ g a|mf())c E| [ e HiMajor———w— 753%s
e.g. G Major------—- ---G, B, D
A minor (Am) i /iv ] A c | cx E G e.g. E Major-—---—----— E, G#, B
B minor Bm) i/ v | B p | p# i A :’;"D:i_____ol’s; i’bc?
e.g. B7--meeeee B, D#, F#, A
C MAJOR (C) IV/VIll C Eb @ E G Bb
______ — minor-----------------1, b3, 5
DMAJOR (D)  V/VII . @ c B B, D, F¥
DMAIOR(D) V @ @ €.8. Ct-memmmmmmmmemmaeev C, Eb, G
E minor (Em) vi/ i E G | G# B D min7, m7-------- 1, b3, 5, b7
e.g. Am7-——-——- --A,C,E, G
FMAJOR (F) bvil/ bll | F A C Eb e.g. Em7—eeeeeeeev E,G, B, D
Some G Major Chord Progressions More G Major Chord Progressions Some E minor Chord Progressions
I-V-1 G-D-G I-iii-ii-V----—---=———--—-G-Bm-Am-D 1-v-i Em-Bm-Em
I-1IV-V G-C-D §i-V-I Am-D-G i-VII-y-----------—---—-———-Em-D-Bm
V- G-D- VI Em-D-
LEVEN CHDHE TR YTy oy A G Vs Ty VLR DR E
I-vi-IV-V-emeeem e G-Em-C-D LILIV-V GA-CD 1-V-i Em-B-Em
I-vi-ii-V-----—--—--—-G-Em-Am-D T '"""""'"""" s i-iv-V- Em-Am-B
ETH Y e G-Am-C-D EOEW-—————G-B-C-C VLA 1y
V-1V-1 D-C-G I-LI7-VI7-II7-VT-----G-B7-E7-A7-D7 (R AV ) A WAL (G
G Maj or (I) Chords ~ (from page 9of the Fretboard Toolbox Complete Piano Edi tion)

gj L ng

G Major & E natural minor scales: White circles
G Major & E minor pentatonic scales: Underlined

b3 (Bb) and b7 (F) notes from G Major:  Italicized Minor Roots: For songs in E minox

Major Roots: For songs in G Major

Learn more at www.fretboard-toolbox.com 3 © Scott Sharp 2014




X Key of G Major (and E minor) X
How to Build ’c]:leL Il/, & XChords in the Key of G Major

C Maj or (IX) Chords ~ (from page O of the Fretboard Toolbox Complefe Piano Edition)

G Major & E natural minor scales: White circles
G Major & E minor pentatonic scales: Underlined
b3 (Bb) and b7 (F) notes from G Major:  Italicized Minor Roots: For songs in E minox

000000000000

Major Roots: For songs in G Major

G Major & E natural minor scales:  White circles MajorRoote Forconge inlGitasor

G Major & E minor pentatonic scales: Underlined
b3 (Bb} and b7 (P) notes from G Major: Italicized Minor Roots: For songs in E minor

4’ © Scott Sharp 2014



Keg of G Major (ancl 2 minor)
How to Build the i ii, iii, & vi Chords in the Key of G Major

Use notes from these columns to build any chords I-5 VI from the .
Chox{l Names and kel.] of G Major. and any chords i-VIl from the keg of E minor. C]’.'lOfd ‘]18
Roman Numerals:

Major / relative minor [ 1 ] 2 [b3] 3| 4 6 | b7 |7 Chord Use notes
L= Type: in columns:
GMAJOR(G) I/IIY 6 AlB|B]C D E | F || r# Major--—------—------—- 1,3,5
e.g. G Major------—- ---G, B, D
A minor (Am) i /iv{@l o c B cs G e.g. E Major-—----—---— E, G# B
. 7, dom7------------ 1,3,5,b7
B minor (Bm) i / v (v)) o (F4) A e
- - e.g. B7--meeeee B, D#, F#, A

C MAJOR (C) IV/Vl | C Eb | E G Bb
MiNOr---------------—-- 1,b3,5
DMAJOR(D) V/VII] D F# A C o | ] B, D, F#
= . 1 ! - €.g. O eeeeeee C, Eb, G
EEiEPL(Em ﬂf’ i o Gt D min7, m7-------- 1, b3, 5, b7
| cg Am7— -A,GE, G
FMAJOR (F) bvH/ bll | F A C Eb e.g. Em7————m E, G, B,D
Some G Major Chord Progressions More G Major Chord Progressions Some E minor Chord Progressions
I-V-1 G-D-G I-iii-ii-V--=n==ns=ee-n==-G-Bm-Am-D 1-v-1 Em-Bm-Em
I-IV-V G-C-D §i-V-I Am-D-G i-VII-v------=--------------Em-D-Bm

SV G-D- i-VII-i Em-D-

VBN CHDHE TR YTy oy A G Vs Ty VLR DR E
I-vi-IV-V-emeeem e G-Em-C-D LILIV-V GA-CD 1-V-i Em-B-Em
I-vi-ii-V-----------—----G-Em-Am-D T '__-___-_____-__-___ s i-iv-V- Em-Am-B
ETH Y e G-Am-C-D EOEW-—————G-B-C-C VLA 1y
V-1V-1 D-C-G I-LI7-VI7-II7-VT-----G-B7-E7-A7-D7 (R AV ) A WAL (G

A minor (E) Chords ~ (from page 9 of the Fretboard Toolbox Complete Piano Edition)

e koj e Lej

G Major & E natural minor scales: White circles
G Major & E minor pentatonic scales: Underlined
b3 (Bb) and b7 (F) notes from G Major:  Italicized Minor Roots: For songs in E minor

P[ajor Roots: For songs in G IVIajor

Learn more at www.fretboard-toolbox.com 5 © Scott Sharp 2014



X Key of G Major (and E minor) X
How to Build the ii, iii, & vi Chords in the Key of G Major

B minor (11=1) Chords ~ (from page 9of the Fretboard Toolbox Complete Piano Edition )

G Major & E natural minor scales: White circles
G Major & E minor pentatonic scales: Underlined
b3 [Bb} and b7 (f) notes from G Major: Italicized Minor Roots: For songs in E minor

Major Roots: For songs in G Major

G Major & E natural minor scales:  White circles e Ressfin far oo i @ I i
G Major & E minor pentatonic scales: Underlined
b3 (Bb) and b7 (F) notes from G Major:  Italicized Minor Roots: For songs in E minor

Learn more at www.fretboard-toolbox.com 6 © Scott Sharp 2014




Quiclc Maj or Keg Decoder
Essential Piano E-Book

14 Major Keys: I-bVII chords (For TONS of popular, Major Key songs. Solos often use Major scale notes and/or
Major pentatonic scale notes for each key, and sometimes borrow notes from the corresponding Blues Keys).

Key (Root)

Essential l il iii v Vv vi bVvil CAPO
Edition p.# MAJOR minor minor MAIJOR | MAIOR minor MAJOR CORNER
3-6 G Am Bm C D Em F E3, D5,C7
Ab Bbm Cm Db Eb Fm Gb G1, E4, D6
7-10 A Bm CHm D E F#m G G2, E5, D7
Bb Cm Dm Eb F Gm Ab Al, G3, E6
B C#m D#m E Fi# G#m A A2, G4, E7

11-14 C Dm Em F G Am Bb A3, G5
Cit D#m E#fm F# G# A#im B C1, A4, G6
Db Ebm Fm Gh Ab Bbm ch C1, A4, G6
15-18 D Em FHm G A Bm C C2, A5, G7
Eb Fm Gm Ab Bb Cm Db D1, C3, A6
19-22 E F#m G#m A B C#m D D2, C4, A7
F Gm Am Bb C Dm Eb E1, D3, C5
F# G#m Attm B C# D#m E | E2,D4,C6
Gb Abm Bbm Cb Db Ebm Fb E2, D4, C6
When you know the chords that make up the When players use capos, they most often use

keys of G, A, C, D, and E Major, shown in the white | chord shapes from the five Major keys in this
rows above, and you can think of those chords as edition (shown in white rows above). By using

Roman numerals (I, ii, iii, IV, etc.), then you can the Capo Corner on the right hand side of this
use this Quick Major Key Decoder to change songs Decoder, you can see what key capos change

from any one of those keys into another. This is chord shapes into. For example, if a guitarist is
called “transposing”, and | do this all the time to playing with a capo on the 5th fret, and they’re
change songs into better keys for my vocal range. using chord shapes from the key of D Major,

For example, if a song is in the key of G Major, (shown as “D5” in the Capo Corner), then they're

and the chords are G Major, E minor, C Major and actually playing in the key of G Major. By using a

then D Major, then | can see thatit’s a I-vi-IV-V capo, and knowing the chords in G, A, C, D, and E

chord progression. If | want to play this chord Major, then a guitarist can literally play in any

progression in D Major, then by using this tool, Major key. Best of all, any instrument that you

| can see that the chord progression becomes can put a capo on works this exact same way too!

D Major, B minor, G Major, and then A Major. Go to www.fretboard-toolbox.com to download
Knowing which chords go together is one of the free pages from any Essential & Complete Editions
best kept secrets to figuring out songs on the fly! for a wide range of the coolest instruments!

Want more? Fretboard Toolbox “Complete Editions” show 23

. . © Scott Sharp 2014
the chords and scales for all 14 Major, minor, & blues keys! » SCOR Siarp



