6th Sunday after Epiphany
February 16,2025

Blessings and curses abound on the sixcth Sunday after Epiphany. We would do well to listen closely to whom: the
“Dlessed ares” and the “woe tos” are directed and to find our place in the crowd anmong those who desire fo touch
Jesus. The risen Christ stands anong us in the mystery of the holy supper with an invitation to live in bins, and
offers power to heal us all.

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church ¢ 1200 W. Cornwallis Road ® Durham * North Carolina




GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the pegple of God,

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE Light Dawns on a Weary World by David Chenvien

Please quietly reflect and prepare for worship during the niusic.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The assenbly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at
baptisim, as the presiding nunister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the & Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people,
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your
Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and
grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and
for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister
of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you
the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of
the # Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

The prelude’s purpose is
1o prepare your heart,
your hands, and your
wtind for worship. 'The
Lord is worthy of our
preparation and the
prelude provides us a timse
1o do just that.

W ashed in water and
miarked with the cross,
the baptized children of
God are united with
Christ, and through hins,
with other belzevers, we
confess our sins and
return to our baptism. In
forgiveness God raises us

up again.

The paranmsents, which are
the hangings on the altar,

pulpit, and lectern, are

green for growth, new life,
and the expansion of the
gospel 1o the whole world.



GATHERING HYMN
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GREETING

During this tine, the presiding mrinister and the assenbly greet each other.

The grace of our Lotd Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spitrit be with you all.

And also with you.

The Hymms proclain:
the Gospel in song. We
sing a variety of hynms to
belp us tell God's story.

The Apostolic Greeting
75 given by the Pastor
using the words of the
Apostle Panl in 2 Cor
13:13. In this greeting
the assenibly is rooted in
the Triune life of God. 3
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY The prayer of the day is
Let us pray. typically a prayer focused
Living God, in Chtist you make all things new. Transform the poverty of our | around the soripture texcts
nature by the riches of your grace, and in the renewal of our lives make | jforthe duy.

known your glory, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
The assenbly is seated. The Word part of onr
WORD litnrgy, is where we hear
o . . “the living voice of the
God speakes 1o us in Scrpture reading, preaching, and song, Gospel” We experionc
this in the Biblical
readiings, a serimon based
FIRST READING Jeremiah 17: 5-10 around these readings,
and the hymm of the day.

These verses compose a poem that is part of a larger collection of wisdom sayings that contrast
two ways of life. Life with God brings blessing; the power and vitality of God is active in our life.
Lsfe without God brings a curse, the power of death.

Thus says the Lord:

Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals and make mere flesh their strength,
whose hearts turn away from the Lord.

They shall be like a shrub in the desert, and shall not see when relief comes.
They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness, in an uninhabited salt
land.

Blessed ate those who trust in the Lord, whose trust is the Lord.

They shall be like a tree planted by water, sending out its roots by the stream. It
shall not fear when heat comes, and its leaves shall stay green; in the year of
drought it is not anxious, and it does not cease to bear fruit.

The heart is devious above all else; it is perverse— who can understand it?

I the Lord test the mind and search the heart, to give to all according to their
ways, according to the fruit of their doings.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.



PSAIM Psalm: 1
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They are like trees plant-ed by streamsof wa - ter

Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel | of the wicked,
nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats | of the scornful!
Their delight is in the law | of the Lord,

and they meditate on God’s teaching | day and night. R

They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with leaves
that | do not wither; everything they | do shall prosper.

It is not so | with the wicked;

they are like chaff which the wind | blows away.

Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when | judgment comes,
nor the sinner in the council | of the righteous.

For the Lord knows the way | of the righteous,

but the way of the wicked shall | be destroyed. R

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 15:12-20

For Paul, the resurrection of Christ is the basis for Christian hope. Because Christ has been raised, those who are in Christ
know that they too will be raised to a new life beyond death.

Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say there is no resurrection
of the dead? If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised; and if Christ has
not been raised, then our proclamation has been in vain and your faith has been in vain. We are even
found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified of God that he raised Christ—whom he did
not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not
been raised. If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. Then those
also who have died in Christ have perished. If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all
people most to be pitied.

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
The assenbly stands to welconse the gospel.
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Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e-ter-nal life.

GOSPEL Luke 6: 17-26
The holy gospel according to Luke, the sixth chapter: Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus] came down with [the twelve] and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his disciples and
a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and Sidon. They had come
to hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and those who were troubled with unclean spirits were
cured. And all in the crowd were trying to touch him, for power came out from him and healed all of
them.

Then he looked up at his disciples and said:

“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.

“Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled.

“Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.

“Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and defame you on
account of the Son of Man. Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in
heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets.

“But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation.

“Woe to you who are full now, for you will be hungry.

“Woe to you who are laughing now, for you will mourn and weep.

“Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the false prophets.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

The assenbly is seated.
CHILDREN SERMON
SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY

#726 Light Dawns on a Weary World
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED

Living together in hope and trust, let us confess our faith together. As Lutheran Christians
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. we have three creeds 1o
rticilar th. Th
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was e ., /:,wzl({?lz :,
conceived by the Holy Spirit, botn of the virgin Mary, suffered | <2’ Niwns an
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he Athanasian Creeds.
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he Through the Apostles’
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, Creed we confess onr faith
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. in the triune God: Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, The prayers of intercession

the world, and all of creation. are prepared in advance by
writers from: across the

A brief silence. Church based aronnd the
Seripture for a given week.

Blessed is your church transformed by your Spirit. Give us courage to

proclaim to all people the promises made true in the death and resurrection

of Christ. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Blessed is creation. As earth experiences destruction from harmful practices

and climate change, give us courage to help bring about its restoration.

Encourage those who work in forestry to be a voice for the hidden places of

creation and provide skills for its conservation. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Blessed are the nations. We pray for presidents, prime ministers, and leaders
of nations. Grant that their courage will not run dry in the face of challenge,
but that they will delight in the fountain of your righteousness. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
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Blessed are those in need. Give to all facing illness wise and caring doctors, nurses, and therapists.
Draw close to those who feel far from you or who are suffering in any way especially Judy,
Marcia W., Greg, Jan, Janet, Joyce, Phyllis, Larry, Bob, Ellie, Mary, John, Pat, Anna, Pat, Susan,
Wendy, and Chatlie. Provide an extra measure of your grace and love. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Blessed is this congregation. Like a tree planted by streams of water, we are nourished by faith in
you. Provide courage in times that feel dry, trusting that you sustain us in many ways. God of
grace,

hear our prayer.

Blessed are those saints who now rest in your peace. Through lives of both sorrow and joy,
challenge and triumph, they provide witness of faith in all times. May their lives be a witness to
the living. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your promise is revealed

amonyg the people.
Amen.
PEACE The passing of the peace is
The presiding munister and the assenibly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. traditionally part of the
The peace of Christ be with you always. liturgy, 50 that anyone in
And also Wlth you. ) . the gathered assenbly may
The congregation is invited to share a sign of God's peace with one another e a fime fo be
The assenbly sits. .

reconciled to one another

before sharing the meal.

1



MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING
An gffering is gathered for the naission of the church, including the care of those in need.
OFFERTORY Upon Thy Table I ord by Dale Wood(8:30)
God, You Made Al Things for Singing by John Ferguson(11:00)
The assentbly stand.
OFFERTORY HYMN
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray together.

with your free Spir -

God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens,
and your abundance to the depths of the seas.

Bless what we offer to your service:
our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts.

Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity,

now and always.
Amen.

it.

A musical offering is
given to God in onr
worship as the gifls of the
assenbly are collected.
This is a renunder of
God's abundance. We
offer back to God just a
small portion of what
God has given us, so that
the mussion of God can be
realized.



GREAT THANKSGIVING
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.

Let us give thanks  to the Lord our  God.

;

It is  right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glotious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

0 u
.1

BN

|i‘il  E— — — ’l{ P R i
Jd o T T e - —

x 1

M@<D
e

P
e
I
I

|
E
ﬁ

pow-er and might, heav-en and earth are full of your glo - ry. Ho -
04
A+ = I P — i T T f f I T f
Crr eiro e ] T4
san-na in  the high-est. Blessed is he  who comes in the

NO
e

LT
T
TN
TR
, A
e
T
| 180
QL
Q|

name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high - est.

In the meal part of our
litnrgy we prepare fo cone
to Christ’s table. In the
Great 'Thanksgiving we
focus on being thankful
Jor all God has done and
for all God has given to
us. In the Eucharistic
Prayer, we ask God to
send the Holy Sparit to
this ymeal and e ask
that Christ will fulfill bis
pronise to be in the bread

and wine.
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the
sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the
cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this
is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await
his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spitit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all
who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our
Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and gloty, now
and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father,
who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The joy of the Lord is our strength.
Come, eat this meal of gladness.

COMMUNION

This is the Lords table. Jesus is the host. We are Christ’s guests. Jesus welcones everyone
to come, to eat and be nourished, fed and forgiven. 1 isitors and children are welcomse to
receive commmnion. 1hose who do not receive commmunion are welcomsed forward to receive
a blessing.  Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available. "I'he pastor and commmnion
assistant will conse to the pews of those unable to come forward.

When giving the bread and cup, the commmnion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Chirist, shed for you.

Each person may respond: Amen.
The assembly is seated.
LAMB OF GOD
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

The Lanib of God is a
title for Jesus that appears
n Jobn 1:29. 1t is here
that we are reminded that
our Lord is present and
we are to behold bis glory.
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COMMUNION HYMN
#479 We Come to the Hungry Feast
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2 We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry for a world re - leased
3 We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry that the hun - ger cease,
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not de - nied. We come, we  come lo the hun - gry feast.
poor in mind. We come, we come to the hun - gry feast.
with us; still  we come, we come to the hun - gry feast.
Text: Ray Makeever, b, 1943
Music: HUNGRY FEAST, Ray Makeever
Text and music © 1982 Ray Makeever, admin. Augsburg Fortiess,

Duplcation in any form prohibised without peemdssion or valid license from copyright adodnistrator,
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The assembly stands.

TABLE BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you
in his grace. Amen.
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Now, Lord, you let your ser - vant go in peace.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray together.

Nourishing God,

at this table you have refreshed us with holy gifts of food and drink.
Strengthen us for service, and send us out to embody your good news
of liberation and healing for the sake of the world.

In the name of Christ we pray,

Amen.
Our final part of onr
SENDING liturgy is the sending. We
God blesses s and sends us in mission to the world. are sent out into the
world reminded of God's
BLESSING o
mission and strengthened
The Lord bless you and keep you by the presence of Christ
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and' mercy. and one anatber through
The Lord look upon you with favor and # give you peace. the power of the Floby
Amen. Spirt
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SENDING HYMN #723 Canticle of the Turning
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1 My soul cries out with a joy - ful shout that the
2 Though I am small, my... God, my all, you . . .
3 From the halls of pow’r to the for - tress tow’r, not a
4 Though the na - tions rage from .. age to age, we Te -
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God of my heart is  great, and my spir - it sings of the
work great. . things in me, and your mer - cy will last from the
stone will be left on stone. Let the king be - ware for your
mem -ber who holds us  fast: God’s  mer - ¢y must de -
0 4
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won - drous things that you bring to the ones who  wait.
depths of the past to the end of the age to be.
jus - tice tears ev-ry ty - rant ... from his throne.
liv - er us from the con - quer-or’s crush -ing  grasp.
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You fixed your sight on your ser - vant’s plight, and my
Your ver -y name puts the proud to shame, and to
The hun - gry poor shall .. weep no  more, for the
This sav - ing  word that our fore - bears heard is  the
0 &
[ [ — T | ]
6\, P | I I | - | | I | | |
& | | 1 | | 1 | | | | ]
(ANIV4 | = & & | | | | & & & | & ]
J 1 4 Lt o= - ° ¢ « b v °
weak -ness you did not  spurn, so from east to  west shall my
those who would for you yearn, you will show your might, put the
food they can nev - er earn; there are ta - bles spread, ev-'ry
prom - ise which holds us  bound, till the spear and rod can be
0w .
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name  be blest. Could the world be a-bout to turn?
strong  to flight, for the world is a - bout to turn.
mouth be fed, for the world is a - bout to turn.
crushed by God, who is turn - ing the world a - round.
Refrain
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Wipe a-way all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is a-bout to  turn.



DISMISSAL
The assenbly is sent into mission.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE All Glory Be to God on High by Timothy Albrecht

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2014 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Litnrgies Annnal License #SB165339. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.
Al rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net #735631-A.
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Welcome to St. Paul’s

In celebrating God’s beauty and strength created through diversity, we welcome, value, and include all of
God’s children regardless of race, culture, age, sexual orlentation, gender expression, ability, appearance, or
citizenship. St. Paul’s is committed to racial equality.

Admission to the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is by invitation of our Lord, presented through the
Church to those who are baptized. If you are unable to receive Holy Communion at the altar, please notify an
usher to receive communion at your seat. All are welcome at the table for a blessing. We use red wine and
bread at communion, and offer grape juice and gluten-free wafers. Inform your server at the rail if you desire
cither.

Distribution of the Communion Elements take place as follows:
Exit the pew to the side aisles. Empty cups are obtained from the trays located by the front exit. Proceed to the
altar. Persons on the right side (lectern side) proceed to the back of the altar rail and fill forward towards the
front. The left side (pulpit side) proceed to the front of the altar rail and fill towards the back. After
communing, depart down the center aisle to your seat. Please place your cup in one of the baskets.
St. Paul’s Live Stream Policy
1.St. Paul’s Lutheran Church live streams the 11:00 AM setrvice every Sunday. The service is posted to
Vimeo and Facebook. In addition, special services may be live streamed.
2. The 8:30 AM service is not live streamed and is available for attendance by those who do not wish to be
recorded. For live streamed services there will be a “No Video Zone” designated in the Narthex.
3.1t is recommended that all livestream services include a disclaimer about the service being recorded,
posted on a visible location at the entrance of the sanctuary and written in the bulletin.
4. Children must have a sighed waiver from their parent or guardian before being recorded.
5. We will not share personal or identifying information while a service is being live streamed, this includes
during announcement, prayer requests, or the sermon.

Staff of St. Paul’s

Pastor Rev. Scott Anderson pastor@stpaulsdutham.otg
Duke Lutherans Pastor/
Associate Pastor Rev. Amanda Highben Amandahighben@duke.edu
Vicar Ashley Bowman vicat@stpaulsdutham.org
Office Assistant Heather Cain assistant(@stpaulsdurham.org
Minister of Music Dr. Ted Turner music@stpaulsdurham.otg
Bookkeeper Alan Rigsbee bookkeepet@stpaulsdurham.otg
Preschool Director Candace King pteschool@stpaulsdutham.otg
Property Manager Clark Brunner propetty@stpaulsdutham.org

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

1200 W. Cornwallis Rd., Durham, NC
https:/ /www.stpaulsdutham.otg/
(919) 489-3214
A memiber congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Amserica, North Carolina Synod




