
The Basic Dance Steps of the Tango 
 

The basic rhythm is 4/4 or 2/4 timing and is made of five smooth walking steps taken to 
8 counts of music. The rhythm is slow, slow, quick, quick, slow. The slow steps 
consume two beats of music and the quick steps one.  Tango is danced in a closed 
position, usually closer than in other dances with the man's left hand holding the lady's 
right hand and his right hand is placed on her lower back. 
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