
+ NEW YEARS EVE +
Divine Service Setting One ~ LSB 151 

December 31, 2025 

As We Gather: Our Times Are in His Hands 
The Church and the world are awake, but for very different reasons. The world counts 
down to midnight; the Church watches eagerly for her Master who is “coming at an hour” 
we “do not expect” (Luke 12:40). For many, the changing year brings regrets, fears and 
desperate wishes for improvement. The world delights in smooth talk and illusions of 
prosperity at any cost (Is. 30:9–10). It has already forgotten “the Holy One of Israel” born 
six days earlier (Is. 30:11). The Church ends the calendar year differently. “In returning 
and rest … in quietness and in trust,” that is, in repentance and faith, for the Holy One 
saves us, and He is our strength (Is. 30:15). Our times are in His hands (Ps. 31:15), the 
hands of Mary’s Son — God not only with us, but for us (Matt. 1:23). So, who could be 
against us? If God has given His Son, “how will he not also with him graciously give us all 
things?” (Rom. 8:31–32). The Church dresses for action not in fear, but in hope; Christ is 
coming to serve her with His gifts (Luke 12:37). Who is there to condemn us for the 
passing year? Christ has died, is raised and intercedes for us! What distress will the new 
year bring? Nothing can “separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” 
(Rom. 8:34–39)! 

As the Cross, a symbol of our redemption, enters the sanctuary, God’s people stand and fix 
our eyes upon it. 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

Exhortation LSB 151 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

Confession of Sins LSB 151 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 



by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
Absolution LSB 151 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 



Hymn of Invocation ‘Who Knows When Death May Overtake Me’  TLH 598 v 1-6 

 



 
 
Kyrie LSB 152 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 



 

 
  

 

 

 
  

 

 
 
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Salutation and Collect of the Day New Year’s Eve 

 

 
  
P Let us pray. 

Eternal God, we commit to Your mercy and forgiveness the year now ending and 
commend to Your blessing and love the times yet to come. In the new year, abide 
among us with Your Holy Spirit that we may always trust in the saving name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

  

 
  
Please be seated. 
 
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 30:8–17 

8And now, go, write it before them on a tablet 
 and inscribe it in a book, 
that it may be for the time to come 
 as a witness forever. 
9For they are a rebellious people, 
 lying children, 
children unwilling to hear 
 the instruction of the LORD; 
10who say to the seers, “Do not see,” 
 and to the prophets, “Do not prophesy to us what is right; 
speak to us smooth things, 
 prophesy illusions, 
11leave the way, turn aside from the path, 
 let us hear no more about the Holy One of Israel.” 
12Therefore thus says the Holy One of Israel, 
“Because you despise this word 



 and trust in oppression and perverseness 
 and rely on them, 
13therefore this iniquity shall be to you 
 like a breach in a high wall, bulging out, and about to collapse, 
 whose breaking comes suddenly, in an instant; 
14and its breaking is like that of a potter’s vessel 
 that is smashed so ruthlessly 
that among its fragments not a shard is found 
 with which to take fire from the hearth, 
 or to dip up water out of the cistern.” 
15For thus said the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel, 
“In returning and rest you shall be saved; 
 in quietness and in trust shall be your strength.” 
But you were unwilling, 16and you said, 
“No! We will flee upon horses”; 
 therefore you shall flee away; 
and, “We will ride upon swift steeds”; 
 therefore your pursuers shall be swift. 
17A thousand shall flee at the threat of one; 
 at the threat of five you shall flee, 
till you are left 
 like a flagstaff on the top of a mountain, 
 like a signal on a hill. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Introit            Psalm 98:1–3; antiphon: Psalm 124:8 
Our help is in the name of the LORD, 
 who made heaven and earth. 
Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things! 
 His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 
The LORD has made known his salvation; 
 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. 
 All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 



Our help is in the name of the LORD, 
 who made heaven and earth. 
 
Epistle Romans 8:31b–39 
 If God is for us, who can be against us? 32He who did not spare his own Son but gave 
him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33Who shall 
bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? Christ 
Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of 
God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 
Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 
36As it is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 
 we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am 
sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, 
nor powers, 39nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate 
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand as you are able.  
 
Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 

 
 
Holy Gospel Luke 12:35–40 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter. 
  

 



  35[Jesus said:] “Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, 36and be like men 
who are waiting for their master to come home from the wedding feast, so that they may 
open the door to him at once when he comes and knocks. 37Blessed are those servants 
whom the master finds awake when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he will dress himself for 
service and have them recline at table, and he will come and serve them. 38If he comes in 
the second watch, or in the third, and finds them awake, blessed are those servants! 39But 
know this, that if the master of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he 
would not have left his house to be broken into. 40You also must be ready, for the Son of 
Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 
Please be seated. 
 



Hymn of the Day ‘Across the Sky the Shades of Night’  TLH 110 

 



 
Sermon                                         ‘He Shall Serve Them’  Luke 12:35-40 
 
Please stand as you are able.  
 
Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end.  



And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Church 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For the coming year, in thanksgiving for all God has bestowed upon us in the past 

year, that God would bless the year to come; and that He would order our days in His 
peace, ever deepening our faith in His Son, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For the gift of time, that through God’s forgiveness of our sins, we would not be 

burdened by past wrongs, but embrace the future with confidence in God’s presence 
and grace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For all pastors, that God would empower them boldly to preach His Word and 

faithfully to administer the Sacraments here in our congregation and in the Church 
throughout the world, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For all in authority over us, that they would fulfill their offices according to God’s will 

and for our good; and for good citizenship, that God would empower us to humbly 
submit to our leaders, while also giving us courage to stand for His truth against all 
evil, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For those who are sick, lonely, homebound and in mourning, [especially 

_____________,] that God would grant them healing, companionship, comfort, and 
the sure and certain knowledge that nothing can separate them from His love in Christ 
Jesus, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 



P For all who would come to this holy altar, that as we eat and drink the body and blood 
of Jesus, God would enrich us in the life we put on when Christ claimed us as His own 
in the baptismal font, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For the whole Christian Church, that we would be kept faithful to Christ and that 

nothing would be allowed to separate us from His love, since we are more than 
conquerors in Him, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P Hear us, heavenly Father, for the sake of Christ Jesus, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
  
Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, 
“Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 
 
Offertory LSB 159 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
 
Preface LSB 160 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Proper Preface (Full) 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation 
of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love 
those things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 
and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 
Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-
availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His 
body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, 
we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast 
of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; 



deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, 
with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 
My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Proclamation of Christ 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He 

comes. 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat 

and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your 
blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension 
into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your 
kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 
Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 



Pax Domini LSB 163 

 

 
 
Agnus Dei LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 
Please be seated. 
 
Distribution Hymn ‘O God, Our Help in Ages Past’ LSB 733  

 



 
 
5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 

    Soon bears us all away; 
We fly forgotten as a dream 
    Dies at the op’ning day. 

 
6 O God, our help in ages past, 

    Our hope for years to come, 
Be Thou our guard while troubles last 
    And our eternal home! 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt. 
Tune: William Croft, 1678–1727 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Distribution Hymn ‘All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night’ LSB 883 

 

 

 



 
5 When in the night I sleepless lie, 

My soul with heav’nly thoughts supply; 
Let no ill dreams disturb my rest, 
No pow’rs of darkness me molest. 

 
D 6 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 
Text: Thomas Ken, 1637–1711, alt. 
Tune: Thomas Tallis, c. 1505–1585 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Please stand as you are able.  
 
Thank the Lord LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 
Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through 



Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

 
 
Benediction LSB 166 

 

 
 



Hymn to Depart ‘Who Knows When Death May Overtake Me’  TLH 598 v 7-11 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Guests: Welcome! We are so glad to have you with us today! If you are visiting us for the 
first time, please sign our guest book, or a guest card in the pew and place in the offering 
plate before leaving. Please join us for fellowship after the service.  
 
Communion Statement: As we learn from 1 Corinthians, when we commune together, we 
make a confession of our oneness in doctrine & understanding of God’s Word. Since those 
who show publicly that they agree with the teachings believed, taught, & confessed by the 
Pastor & congregation at which the Sacrament is distributed, we ask that those who are not 
members in good standing of a congregation of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, or 
one of our sister churches to please refrain from partaking of the Sacrament. Instead, if you 
would like to receive a blessing, you are more than welcome to come to the altar rail & 
please indicate you would like to receive a blessing by crossing your arms in front of your 
chest. A list of church bodies with whom we share Altar & Pulpit fellowship is posted on 
the bulletin board in the hallway. If you would like to visit about this doctrine & practice, 
please talk to Pastor or an Elder. For further study on this matter see Matthew 5:23, 18:15-
35, 26:26-39; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20 & 1 Cor. 11:17-34. Thank you. 
 
Clarification on Individual Cups for Communion: The Individual Cups in the middle of 
the tray during the Lord's Supper have a lighter color to them, as they are a few drops of 
wine mixed with water. The practice is to dilute the wine for those who have wine allergies 
or wine sensitives. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Pastor Koepp.  
 
Loose Giving Envelopes are available in the pews and on the entryway table for visitors 
and for regular churchgoers who may have forgotten their offering envelopes. 
Congregation members, please place your offering inside the envelope that has been 
designated for you. Thank you. 
 
We encourage members to consider electronic giving. It is a secure and convenient way 
to provide consistent financial support to our church. We would love for you to get started! 
Pick up an authorization form on the entryway table and return to the church secretary. 
 
General Fund & Mission Giving: When making gifts for both the general fund and 
missions, please provide the offerings in two separate checks as the church has separate 
bank accounts for these funds. Thank you.  
 
The children’s Christmas program is postponed to Sunday, January 4th at 10:30am. We 
will have program practice Saturday, January 3rd from 9:00am-11:30am. 
 
 



Dartball will be starting in January. Any questions, please contact Lucas B. 
 
2026 Serving Schedule & Usher List are on the entryway table.  
 
Stewardship: Luke 2:21 – “And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was 
called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.” There it 
is: the shortest Gospel lesson of the whole Church Year. It is for the Festival of the 
Circumcision and Name of Jesus. What more do you need to know than the name of Jesus 
— “the Lord saves.” That’s who Jesus is: the Lord who saves us sinners. That simple 
Gospel message is the foundation of our faith and the strength to live out our faith. 
  
Building Healthy Families: It’s not too late! Your partnership in LFS’ life ministry of 
pregnancy counseling and adoption, grief support, marriage, family and mental health 
counseling for families and all pro-family, pro-marriage, pro-life, and pro-faith efforts 
provided without government funds (or strings) in your state is still needed - and still 
possible! Make a gift online TODAY through the Donate page on the LFS web site at 
www.LutheranFamilyService.org, by VENMO to @LutheranFamilyService, or by mail to 
LFS/Admin Office, 409 Kenyon Road, Suite C, Fort Dodge, IA 50501. Thank you for your 
partnership all year, and especially today as we wrap up 2025 and look forward to what the 
New Year holds. From your brothers and sisters in Christ at LFS, a Blessed and Happy 
New Year! ~ www.LutheranFamilyService.org 
 
A Life Quote: “Look back at how God changed you. Look ahead to what God promises 
for you. The future looks bright when you’re connected to the crucified and risen Lord 
Jesus. May the Lord continue to strengthen you to live in your baptismal grace all the days 
of your life.” Rev. Peter Sulzle, St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church, Redwood Falls, 
Minnesota ~ A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 
 
Lutheran Hour Ministries for Jan. 4th: Hear “Knowing and Being Known in a New 
Year” based on John 17:3 by Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler. God invites us to speak with Him 
in prayer and hear from Him in the Bible, to know Him and to love as we are loved. ~ 
Listen next Sunday on 600 WMT at 6:30 a.m., 1190 KFJB at 8:30 a.m., WHO-1040 at 7:30 
a.m. 
 
KFUO Radio, the broadcast voice of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, shares 
Christ for you anytime, anywhere on KFUO.org via worship services, Bible and theology 
studies, practical talk programs, and sacred music. CHRIST FOR YOU this week on 
KFUO AM850 & kfuo.org: Here at KFUO, we celebrate Christmas for all 12 days of the 
season! From now through January 6th, tune in for special programming featuring sacred 
music, Scripture readings, and greetings from missionaries and chaplains across the 
LCMS!  



 
 

 
 

Thank you to everyone at Immanuel who donated to the MICA 
Food and Personal Care Drive!  

 
We gave 352 items weighing 316 pounds to MICA! 

 
The staff at MICA and many fellow citizens are very appreciative 

of your generosity.  
 

Thanks to Darlo & Dianna Kelting and  
Roger & June Routier  

for boxing and delivering these items! 
 

The Board of Evangelism 
Dianna K. 
June R. 
Bev H. 

 



 

 
 
 
 



Our Gifts to God (given at Immanuel) 
For the week of December 21, 2025  

       Attendance 76 
        
    

    
Calendar of Events for This Week 

Today  6:30pm  New Year’s Eve Divine Service 
   Usher: Lucas B. 
   Elder: Steve H. 
 
Thursday  No Bible Study 
 
Saturday 9:00am-11:30am Christmas Program Practice 
 
Next Sunday 8:00am  Elders Meeting 
      9:00am  Second Sunday after Christmas 
    10:30am  Children’s Christmas Program   
      Greeter: Wyatt 
    Usher: Joel K.  
    Servers: Sue F. & Karla C. 
    Acolyte/Crucifer: Elsie & Thatcher 
    Elder: Joel M. 
 
 


	Introit            Psalm 98:1–3; antiphon: Psalm 124:8

