
 

 

  

Wind and Fire 
 

The coming of the Holy Spirit of God is never a ho-hum moment. The Holy Spirit 
has a way of shaking things up, prompting a re-ordering of what we thought we 
knew about faith and faith practices. The Holy Spirit has a way of taking us out of 
our comfort zone, showing us a deeper understanding of faith, and calling for our 
ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ƛƴ ǊŜǘǳǊƴΦ ¸ƻǳ ǎŜŜΣ DƻŘ ƛǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ άǎǇŜŎǘŀǘƻǊ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎέ ǿƘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƻŦ ŦŀƛǘƘ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ WŀƳŜǎ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎ 
 in his New Testament writing, ά²Ƙŀǘ ƎƻƻŘ ƛǎ ƛǘΧƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŦŀƛǘƘ ōǳǘ Řƻ 
ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǿƻǊƪǎΚ ΧCŀƛǘƘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƛǎ ŘŜŀŘΦέ WŀƳŜǎ нΥмпΣ мтΦ 

 

We celebrate Pentecost on Sunday, May 23 this year. We will remember the powerful arrival of the Holy Spirit upon 
the disciples that initiated the beginning of the Christian Church. Amazing signs accompanied this event:  mighty 
wind, tongues of fire, and the enabling of the disciples to speak in the languages of the crowd present for the 
Pentecost festival. Peter (the disciple who not so long ago had denied Jesus three times) gave a sermon sharing the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ that was so convicting, 3000 people accepted Jesus and were baptized that day. Their lives 
were forever changed as they made their faith commitment. Believers lived together in community and that small 
beginning of the Church spread far and wide across the world. 
 

All of that is just a history lesson unless we open ourselves to the Holy Spirit and feel the same 
sense of urgency about making disciples of Jesus Christ. We have been charged by the Risen Lord 
with making disciples just as the early church was commissioned to do. Our world looks significantly 
different from their world, but people need the Lord today just as desperately as they did in the 
first century. So what is Franklin First called to do in 2021? Reach out to new generations and 
engage them in faith in ways that are meaningful and relevant, including: 
ü Continuing and expanding our online ministry so that those beyond our walls will hear and have an 

opportunity to respond to this message of faith and salvation. Did you know that 80% of Americans claim 

absolutely no faith affiliation? We cannot wait for them to walk through our front doors to share the Gospel. 

ü Provide Christian Education for our children. There are no rocking chairs in Christian ministry. If we want 

future generations to know Jesus as their Lord and Savior, we must pick up the mantle of their faith training 

and not leave it to someone else to do. Kids get plenty of non-Christian messages in their social settings. If 

ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻǳǊ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƻŦ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƻǎŜ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻ ǎŜŎǳƭŀǊ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎΦ 

ü tǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩǎ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ ²Ŝ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜƻǳǎ ƘŜǊŜΗ ¢ƘŜ ǾƛōǊŀƴŎȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 

church is directly tied to a strong and visible ministry footprint in our community. People open themselves to 

making decisions of faith when they see that faith makes a real difference. 

CǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎΦ DƻŘΩǎ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊ ǳǎ ƛƴ CǊŀƴƪƭƛƴΣ hƘƛƻ ƛƴ нлнм ŀǎ ǿŜ 
reach out with the transformational message of faith that saves. We only need to ask. 
Pastor Laura 
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aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ Day 
      Fun 
 
We will be celebrating 
aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ ƻƴ aŀȅ 
9th tƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ  

inviting us to introduce an element of fun into 
our worship. It used to be style for ladies to 
wear hats to church. This year can we 
ǊŜƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘǊŜƴŘ ŦƻǊ aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ ƻƴƭȅΚ  
Choose your own preference:  vintage, 
contemporary, hobby-ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘΧȅƻǳ ǇƛŎƪΦ 
Perhaps you have a hat that someone dear to 
you wore. Even our little ladies may want to join 
the fun as well.  I have my hat already chosen 
and will be wearing it for this special day. Please 
join me. Gloves optional. Pastor Laura 
 

Mental Health  
Is Part of Overall Wholeness 

 
The past year or so has been a 
time of stress in many ways, and 
certainly in the area of mental 
health. The trauma of COVID and 
 national events, along with the isolating effect of having to 
adhere to safety precautions has left no one exempt from 
mental fŀǘƛƎǳŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŀƛƴΦ LǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ 
to have our daily agendas curtailed. 
 
May is Mental Health month. The organization Mental Health 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ǊŜƭŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƛǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ 
overall health and well-being, and mental illnesses are 
common and treatable.  One in five people will experience a 
mental illness during their lifetime, and everyone faces 
challenges in life that can impact their mental health. 
 

There are steps we can take 
to improve our mental 
health. We encounter 
difficult situations, and we 
must accept that we cannot 
always fully change our 
situation. Thus, we need 

 to manage our anger and frustration, challenge negative 
patterns of thought, and be pro-active about self-care. It is 
important to know when to reach out to friends, family, or co-
workers who can help us make positive changes rather than 
make bad decisions. 
 
Seeking professional help when we are struggling is a sign of 
strength, not weakness. Especially this past year, many have 
been forced to accept tough situations with a concurrent 
feeling of loss of control. It is important that we educate 
ourselves that having mental health issues is not a judgment 
on the character of a person, but a response to a situational or 
chemical imbalance. It is appropriate to offer support and 
friendship. 
 
I recommend using a screening tool to help you assess your 
situation. MHAscreening.org is quick, free, and confidential. It 
is important that you talk with someone and not force yourself 
ǘƻ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƛǎƻƭŀǘŜ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
like to chat, my door is always open and our conversation will 
be confidential. Mental health is important. God cares, and so 
do I.   
 
Pastor Laura 
 

https://screening.mhanational.org/screening-tools/


Nursery is Reopening. 
 
Our nursery is reopening on May 
2!  Children aged 0-4 are invited 
to attend the nursery located at 
the front end of the Sanctuary, 
found by going out the south 

 door. You may take your child back before the service begins 
or keep them with you until after /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aƻƳŜƴǘΦ  ²ŜŜƪƭȅΣ 
they will enjoy a video lesson, songs (live-singing or CD led), 
and play time. The space will be regularly sanitized, and we 
will be staffing with two leaders to follow Safe Sanctuary 
protocols. Children must be signed out by an adult to leave the 
nursery after the service ends.  
 
 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ¦ǇŘŀǘŜ 
 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ 
continue for kids aged 
Kindergarten through 6th 
grade down in the Fellowship 
Hall (the room at the back of 
the church with the stage at 
the end).  Junior High and High 
 School ages are welcome to participate as teacher helpers. 
!ŦǘŜǊ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aƻƳŜƴǘΣ ȅƻǳƴƎǎǘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƛǎƳƛǎǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀŘ 
downstairs. An adult must come and sign out each child for 
them to be released, a Safe Sanctuary compliance step. We 
will be staffing with a teacher and a helper each Sunday. Be 
sure and have the kids bring their Bibles! 
 

VBS ς Save the Date! 
 
Our Vacation Bible School 
has been scheduled 
Wednesday ς Friday, July 
28-30 from 6:00 ς 8:00 pm. 
Our theme has yet to be 
decided, but children in 
Kindergarten through 6th 
grade will enjoy a lesson,  
crafts, music, games and snacks. We will be opening 
registration to community children as well as our 
church kids. We want to thank Tami Chamberlain for 
many years as our VBS Director, as she will be using 
this as a transition year to hand the reins to Chris 
Womack, our oncoming leader. We are so thankful 
to everyone who volunteers to make our VBS an 

 outstanding event for our kids. 
We certainly welcome our Junior 
High and High School aged 
students to be leaders as well. 
Friends, please let Chris know 
ǿƘŀǘ ǊƻƭŜ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Ǿolunteer 
ŦƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ 

 

LǘΩǎ ŀ bƛŎŜ tǊƻōƭŜƳ ǘƻ IŀǾŜ 
 

We are blessed with a number of children in 
our church, when sister congregations are 
mourning the loss of children in their midst. It 
is important to maintain quality programming 
for our kids, and it takes many volunteers to 
do this. Safe Sanctuary requirements tell us 
that we have to have two responsible persons 
present anytime we have even one child in 
class. We are planning to offer both a nursery 
and an elementary age Church School option 
during the worship hour, but we need willing 
teachers and helpers to make this happen. 
Please say YES to a rotation in either the 
nursery or Church School when you are asked. 
If we do not have the staff, we will not be able 
ǘƻ ƻŦŦŜǊ ŀ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ 

 



Birthdays 
May 01 Jessica Lucas 

May 09 Pam Trout 

May 11 Sutton Brannon 

May 12 Hayden Chamberlain 

May 13 Bellamy Dillon 

May 15 Charlotte Summer 

May 16 Hiram Fullen 

May 17 Mariah Hynes 

May 18 Nell Daugherty 

May 20 Andy Kuntzman 

May 27 Pam Bishop 

May 27 Greg Cyphers 

May 31 JoAnn Achtermann 

   

 
Anniversaries 

 

May 20 Paul & Karen Anderson 

May 22 Rick & Tami Chamberlain 

May 22 Orvale & Carol Sweney 

 

 
Photo Directory Update 

 
Please note Patti Noland is printed incorrectly in 
the last photo directory.  Her correct address is:  
 
8076 East Lawn Dr. 
Franklin, OH 45342. 
   
Please correct the entry in your directory. 
Thanks! 

DƻŘΩǎ ²ƛƴǘŜǊ {ǳǊǇǊƛǎŜ ƛƴ !ǇǊƛƭΗ 
Parsonage photos on April 21, 2021 

Do you have a High School or College Graduate 

in your Family? 
 

Please share with us a photo, activities, accolades, and 

whatôs next for your graduate (children and grandchildren). 

We will  share them at Worship on Graduation Sunday, May 

23rd and in our June newsletter.  Please submit to the office 

in person or by email office@franklinfirstumc.org by 

Monday, May 17th. 

 

mailto:office@franklinfirstumc.org


  

The Brick and Mortar Work Is Done! 
 

The breakdown in the brick and mortar on 
the Education wing caused by failing lintels 
above the windows has been repaired. The 
Trustees believe that this will alleviate the 
ƭŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ 
floor. Oberer Construction Company was 
great to work with. They discovered another 
issue at the peak of both the north and 
south ends of the roof that was also 
repaired. If these issues had not been taken 
care of now, they would have developed 
into much greater problems in the future.  
Thank you for your financial support of this 
project. 
 
 

Franklin First  

Revitalization Grant 

April Progress 

 

Help Us  
Make Connections! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Along with the physical work 
being done through the 
Revitalization Grant to upgrade 
our Education wing, we are 
constructing plans to reach out 
into the community in new ways. 
Are you involved in a local group 
that might appreciate interfacing 
with our church through use of 
the Education wing? We are not 
just looking to share space but 
connect with the group in shared 
ministry. Please share your ideas 
with one of the Grant Team 
members.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Revitalization Grant 
 Team Members 

Mike Runyan, Grant Chair, Trustee 
John Lass, Trustee 
Jim Martin, Trustee 
Mike Smith, Church Council 
Tami Chamberlain, Finance 
Jan Truesdell, Education 
Charlotte Summer, Education 
Linda Smith, Missions 
Joe Chamberlain, Technology 
Theresa Fultz, Office 
Administrator 
Laura Saunders, Pastor 
 

We continued cleaning out and straightening up during the month of April. 
The biggest improvement has been the new light fixtures on the second and 
third floors and the converted old fixtures to LED bulbs.  Thanks to Mike 
Runyan for the installment of the fixtures and LED bulbs. The building has 
brightened up with the new lights. 



Franklin First Online Giving  
 

We SHARE:  This is a great choice for when you are unable to join us for 

Worship to continue to support the church.  You can either set-up a 

recurring payment or give each time you visit the site. 
 

¶ Go to our church website:www.franklinfirstumc.org 

¶ HOMEPAGE AT TOP go to ñAbout usò 

¶ SCROLL DOWN ï on right: ñDonate onlineò 

¶ CLICK :  ñMake a Donationò 

¶ CHOOSE:  ñRecurringò or ñOne-time Donationò 

¶ Follow rest of instructions. 
 

Ask the UMC: Why Do We Baptize at Different Ages? 
  
 

Many Christians understand the witness of Acts 16, 
where whole households were baptized (likely 
including infants and children), to mean baptism is 
for people of all ages.  Baptism of new converts to 
the faith, as well as infant baptism, has been a 
common practice among Christians since the third 
century. 

As Mark Stamm, a professor at Perkins School of 
Theology in Dallas, is fond of saying, "We always 
baptize babies." 
 
What does he mean by that? That we require every 
baby to be baptized? That we do not baptize 
children, youth or adults? Or that it's too late to be 
baptized if you weren't baptized as an infant? 
 
No. He means that at whatever chronological age we 
are baptized, we are always, at that moment, babies 
or new creatures in Christ. 

United Methodists are glad to baptize people at 
whatever age or stage they come for baptism. There 
is no time too soon, and no time too late, to begin 
one's journey with Christ and life in the community 
of faith. Baptism marks the beginning of all of that, 
whenever it may come in our lives. 

And, unlike what some may tell you, just because 
you are an adult does not mean you have to be 
ready to profess the baptismal and membership 
vows yourself in order to receive Christian baptism. 
You do not. 

baptism, just as a baby may be ready to be born, but 
you may not necessarily be ready at that time to do 
everything a more mature Christian may do. And 
that's OK. It's perfectly acceptable for a child, youth, 
adult or senior adult to receive Christian baptism, 
but not yet take the vows for themselves. 

In these instances, just as at the baptism of an 
infant, one does not yet "speak for oneself" but 
others τ typically parents or other sponsors for an 
infant, child or youth, or another adult sponsor for 
an adult τ may publicly reaffirm their own 
baptismal vows and commit to walk with you and 
work with you until you are ready to confess the 
vows for yourself and become a professing member 
in The United Methodist Church. 

Baptism is all about beginnings. Whenever you're 
ready to begin a life of discipleship to Jesus Christ 
with the church, and the church is ready to help you 
take your next steps, that's a good time to be 
baptized. 

Taken From: https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-
the-umc-why-do-we-baptize-at-different-ages

 

  

 

 
 
When you shop at AmazonSmile, 
Amazon will donate to Franklin 
First United Methodist Church.  
Support us every time you shop. 
Just follow the prompts from the 
link below: 
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/31-
0599434 
 
 
 

We 
SHARE 

http://www.franklinfirstumc.org/
https://www.umc.org/en/content/renewing-waters-how-united-methodists-understand-baptism
https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-why-do-we-baptize-at-different-ages
https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-why-do-we-baptize-at-different-ages
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/31-0599434
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/31-0599434


Franklin First United Methodist Church 
2021 Lay Leadership Ministry 

 

Making disciplesé  Building Christian communityé  Transforming lives!

Church Council 

Church Council Chair  Mike Smith 

Secretary   Amber Ramsey 

Lay Leader   Charlotte Summer 

Lay Member of Annual Conference   Charlotte Summer 

Lay Member of Annual Conference Alternate  

Kim Chewning   

Treasurer   Tami Chamberlain  

Membership Secretary  Peggy Darragh-Jeromos 

Communications Coordinator Peggy Darragh-Jeromos 

Church Historian  Robert Bowman 

Pastor    Laura Saunders 

Ministry Team Representatives: 

Staff-Parish  Julie Abell 

Finance Co-Chairs Paul Anderson 

Trustees Tri-Chairs  

  John Lass, Jim Martin, Mike Runyan 

Worship  Monica Rhude    

Technology Team:   Joe Chamberlain 

Committee on Lay Leadership      Laura Saunders 

Christian Education 

  Jan Truesdell & Charlotte Summer 

Missions & Outreach: Linda Smith, Amber Ramsey 

Hospitality & Events Judy Bowman 

Welcoming Ministry  

  Rachel Chamberlain, Dorothy Rayburg  

Scouting Coordinator Cindy Kuntzman 

 

Staff-Parish Relations Committee    

Chair: Julie Abell 

Lay Leader: Charlotte Summer 

Terms expiring 2021:  

Sally Fitzgerald, Don Chamberlain, Patti Noland 

Terms expiring 2022:  

Cheryl Cyphers, Mishelle Dicken 

Terms expiring 2023:  

Julie Abell, Judy Parker, Sue Fullen 

 

Trustees 

Tri-Chairs: John Lass, Jim Martin, & Mike Runyan 

Terms expiring 2021:   

John Lass, Jim Martin, Trisha Dicken, Jerry Truesdell 

Terms expiring 2022:  

Cody Chilcutt, Mike Runyan, Connie Bolinger 

Terms expiring 2023: Joe Chamberlain, Brian Graves 

 

Committee on Lay Leadership 

Chair: Pastor Laura Saunders 

Terms expiring 2021:  Cindy Kuntzman, Jenny Chilcutt 

Terms expiring 2022:  Pam Bishop, Sue Fullen  

Terms expiring 2023:  

Sally Fitzgerald, Karen Anderson, Carol Runyan 

 

Finance Committee 

Chairs   Paul Anderson 

Treasurer  Tami Chamberlain 

Financial Secretary Julie Abell  

Church Council Chair Mike Smith 

Trustees Co-Chairs  

      John Lass, Jim Martin, Mike Runyan 

Staff Parish Chair Julie Abell 

Lay Leader  Charlotte Summer 

Lay Member of Annual Conference  

Charlotte Summer 

Pastor   Laura Saunders 

 

Worship Ministry Team  

Chair & Choir Director: Monica Rhude  

Bell Choir Director: Tami Chamberlain 

Altar Design:  Kay Marksberry & Pam Bishop  

Technical Support: Joe Chamberlain 

Usher Organizer: Rachel Chamberlain   

Lay Leader:  Charlotte Summer ` 

Pastor:   Laura Saunders 

 

Missions Team   

Co-Chairs:  Linda Smith, Amber Ramsey 

Ken Smith, Lisa Dillon, Madelyn Lang, Tracy Easter, 

Kathy Eich, Ken Smith, Karen Anderson, Tami 

Chamberlain, Marna Rogers, Sally Fitzgerald 

 

Technology Team 

Chair: Joe Chamberlain,  

Trisha Dicken, Andy Kuntzman, 

LeeAnn Lee, Paul Anderson 

 

Christian Education Committee: 

Chair: Jan Truesdell & Charlotte Summer 

Rachel Chamberlain, Madelyn Lang, Carol Runyan, & 

Chris Womack 

 
  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Sunday Service 
 

10:45 am Sunday 
Live Streaming on Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/Franklin
OhioFirstUMC 

 
 www.franklinfirstumc.org      

 
 

E-Mail: office@franklinfirstumc.org     |   Website: www.franklinfirstumc.org     |   Facebook: www.facebook.com/FranklinOhioFirstUMC 
Office: 937-746-5232     |     Parsonage: 937-746-5562     

 

Franklin First United Methodist Church 
303 South Main St.  
Franklin, OH  45005 
 

Franklin First United Methodist Church 
�6�K�L�Q�L�Q�J���*�R�G�¶�V���/�L�J�K�W���V�L�Q�F�H���������� 

Pastor Laura Saunders 

 


