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Welcome to 2026! It is such an honor to be entrusted with 
being your governor with this wonderful board. Thank you 
to all past boards for laying such a solid foundation for us 
to continue to build upon.   
 
I have a challenge for you. Find one way in 2026 to be-
come more engaged in our society. Here are some oppor-
tunities. 
 

In person 

¶ April 15 ð Mayflower wreath-laying at Lincoln 
Death Days in Springfield. 

 

¶ April 15 ð Hereditary Fortnight Breakfast will be 
from 8:30-10:30 a.m. at the Army Navy Club Ball-
room in Washington, D.C.  

 

¶ May 30 ð ñJohn Adamsò will visit our spring 2026 
luncheon at the Sunset Ridge Country Club in North-
field. 

 

¶ Sept. 11-15 ð Mayflower Congress 2026 will be held 
in Plymouth. 

 

¶ Sept. 18-20 ð Join us at the Illinois Heritage Week-
end in East Peoria, Illinois. It is a gathering of several 
lineage groups.  

Online 

¶ Visit and explore our Illinois Society website, 
www.illinoismayflower.com. 

 

¶ Visit and explore the General Society website, 
themayflowersociety.org. 

 

¶ The GSMD website and YouTube channel have re-
cordings available for you to watch at your conven-
ience. (These are so worth your time. Lisa Penning-
tonôs February Pilgrims in Love Series are amazing. 
Look carefully, you never know who you will see in 
these presentations.) 

 

¶ Let us celebrate America 250 by spotlighting your 
passengerôs story to your Revolutionary War Patriot in 
our Illinois Mayflower News. 

 
If youôd like to be more involved with our society, please 
let me know. Iôd love to hear from you. We can always use 
more volunteers and we will find a place to utilize your 
talents and gifts. There is always room for more. If you 
have any questions, ideas or concerns, please let me or a 
board member know. 
 
It is such an honor to serve you.  
 

 Julie Wood Barnes, governor 

WǳƭƛŜ ²ƻƻŘ .ŀǊƴŜǎ ƛǎ ƻŶŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ ŀǎ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ ōȅ 

WŜǎǎƛŎŀ {ŎƘƭŜƛƴȊŜǊ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ bƻǾΦ мрΣ нлнрΣ ƛƴ 

.ƭƻƻƳƛƴƎǘƻƴΦ 
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Report from the 2026 annual meeting 
The Annual Meeting of the Society of Mayflower De-
scendants in the State of Illinois was held on Nov. 15 at 
the Bloomington Country Club. Pamela Bork gave the 
blessing at noon and the meeting was called to order by 
Deputy Governor Julie Barnes who led the pledge of 
allegiance and Ella-Marie Ochowicz read the Mayflower 
Compact. Julie read a note from Governor Ann Wilker-
son, followed by the introduction of past governors and 
current officers and a special thanks to Clint ñTonyò 
Soper who sponsored the luncheon at the club. Auction 
tickets were on sale for $10 or three for $20 for the bene-
fit of the Plymouth Meeting House to win a Meeting 
House Roof Tile Tray. 
 
Assistant Governor General Jessica Schleinzer gave the 
Governorôs Report, and Membership Secretary Don 
Sherman gave the necrology and gave an interesting re-
port on the actual blooming mayflower.    
 
First-time attendee new members to the Illinois Society 
were asked to come forward for an installation ceremony 
performed by Jane Schleinzer with the help of John 
Schellinger and Jessica Schleinzer. Jessica then present-
ed John Schellinger with an award for Outstanding Con-
tribution to the Society. 
 
John Schellinger presented the report of his Nominating 
Committee. Motion passed to elect the officers. 

 

¶ Governor: Julie Barnes  

¶ Deputy Governor: Ella-Marie Ochowicz 

¶ Recording Secretary: Mary Morony  

¶ Corresponding Secretary: Jessica Schleinzer  

¶ Membership Secretary: Don Sherman  

¶ Treasurer: John Schellinger  

¶ Co-Historians: Barb Hofmann, Roger Huddleston, 
David Willlcox  

¶ Consulting Historian: Cary Stone-Greenstein 

¶ Newsletter Editor: Brett Johnson 

¶ Finance Chairman: John Kemp  

¶ Elder: Sue Erlick 

¶ Captain: Ann Wilkerson 

¶ Assistants: Diane Eads, Brendan Huddleston, Sally 
Krigbaum, Nicole Mauser-Storer, Carolyn Pribble, 
Linda Walker, Linda Wingstrom, Carol Wood. 

 
At 1:30 the meeting was recessed for a program given by Martina Mathison entitled ñEdu-tainmentò Six Wives of Hen-
ry the 8th.  After the program, Julie Barnes described the procedure for the family group photos, and announced a Zoom 
program Feb. 5, 2026, at 7 p.m. CST, Lisa Pennington speaker, and the May 30 Luncheon at Sunset Ridge Country 
Club in Northfield.  
 
The proceeds from the auction were $685, and the auction winner was William Murray. After Pamela Bork gave the 
benediction, the meeting was adjourned at 2:35 pm. 
 
Mary Morony,  recording secretary 

¢ƻǇΥ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ WǳƭƛŜ .ŀǊƴŜǎ Ǉƛƴǎ ŀ ƳŜŘŀƭ ƻƴ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ WƻƘƴ {ŎƘŜƭƭƛƴƎŜǊ ƛƴ 

ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǝƻƴ ƻŦ ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ {ŎƘŜƭƭƛƴƎŜǊ ǿŀǎ 

ƘƻƴƻǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ /ƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǝƻƴ !ǿŀǊŘ ƛƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ 

{ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ aŀȅƅƻǿŜǊ 5ŜǎŎŜƴŘŀƴǘǎΦ  

!ōƻǾŜΥ WŜǎǎƛŎŀ {ŎƘƭŜƛƴȊŜǊ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ  ŀ ǎŜǊǾŜǊ ǘǊŀȅ ƳŀŘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƭŀǘŜ ǝƭŜǎ 
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During our annual meeting on Nov. 15, 2025, we formally welcomed 11 new members. As each were introduced by 
Jane Schleinzer and given a pink rose, Jessica Schleinzer lit a candle in memory of their ancestor passenger. 

Become a junior associate 
 
Sherrill Heitzig shared this photo of his 
mother, descendant Barbara Ogden, who 
was approved in 2024. He then submitted 
applications for his seven grandchildren. 
 
Do you have a child, grandchild, niece or 
nephew under 18 years of age who is not yet 
a junior associate member? The application 
fee for juniors is $15 and is a great way to 
get them involved in the Illinois Society. 
Junior associates age 18 can do a ñjunior-to-
adultò application. The fee of $175 is waived 
if the preliminary application is submitted 
before the juniorôs 19th birthday, and only 
the first yearôs dues of $75 is required. 
 
The Illinois Juniors Program includes ship-
ments of age appropriate Mayflower books 
to each Junior Associate on his or her birth-
day each year from the age of 5 to the age of 
18.  

Isaac Allerton 
Michele Lehman 
 
John Howland 
Heather Guido  
Richard Murray  
Walter Murray 
 
Henry Samson 
Janet Buchanan 
 

Thomas Rogers 
Linda Nystrom 
 
William Brewster 
David Willcox 
 
Constance Hopkins 
Michael Glass 
 
Stephen Hopkins 
Grant Brickley  

William White 
Gregory D. Lane  
 

Susanna Jackson 

White 

Karen Simmons  
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 The Illinois Mayflower Society annual 


