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IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH LC-MS
229 11TH AVENUE WEST

GRINNELL, IA 50112  
OFFICE- 641-236-6691

 OFFICE EMAIL- lcms.immanuelgrinnell@gmail.com     
WEBSITE- www.immanuelgrinnell.org

REV. DR. JOEL G. KOEPP
EMAIL- koeppj@hotmail.com  

ALL SOCIAL MEDIA LINKS ARE ON OUR WEBSITE 
SERVICES ARE LIVE STREAMED ON OUR FACEBOOK

LET US KNOW...
If you have a change in address, phone or email, have a loved one who is 

or hospitalized, have a new baby, would like a pastoral visit, or if you would 
like a special prayer during the prayers of the church on Sunday, 

please contact Pastor Koepp or the church office.

DO YOU...
have an announcement for the bulletin or newsletter? 

Have a prayer request? Birth/Anniversary/Graduation announcements? 
If so, please submit the information as you want it to appear in the 

bulletin or newsletter by the deadlines listed below to the 
church secretary at lcms.immanuelgrinnell@gmail.com

Deadline for submitting in the weekly bulletin is Thursdays by noon. 
Deadline for the monthly newsletter is the 15th of each month. 
For those of you without email access, please call or submit 

your written request to the church secretary.
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I want to keep with a similar theme from May’s Newsletter Article. 
St. Paul writes, “I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from 
whom every fatherhood in heaven and on earth is named, 
16 that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you 
to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your in-
ner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through 
faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may 
have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the 
breadth and length and height and depth, 19 and to know the 
love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled 
with all the fullness of God. 20 Now to him who is able to do far 
more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the 
power at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and 
in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. 
Amen.” (Ephesians 3:14-21)

Fatherhood is an gift. It is not always easy. Father’s are to stand as 
God’s representatives to their families, which carries great burden 
and great joy. We learn much from our earthly fathers, not all of it 
good. Earthly fathers too are sinners and are in need of forgive-
ness. We stumble and fall, and yet, one of the greatest gifts we can 
hope to teach and instill in our children is to constantly be with them 
at the feet of our perfect Heavenly Father. 

I came across a website recently called, www.Fatherly.com. It has a 
series of articles called, “Twelve questions to ask your dad about…” 
Some are about your dad’s childhood, or his career, or just about 
life in general. I thought this would be a great format to spend 
June with Fathers/as Fathers to reflect on and have conversations 
around God’s Word. 
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I pray it can be a resource for you and your family that according 
to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened 
with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that 
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being 
rooted and grounded in love, 18 may have strength to com-
prehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and 
height and depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ that sur-
passes knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness 
of God.

Here are some questions to get you started having faith conversa-
tions. I share them with you to help start a conversation about faith 
with your dad or with your children. Make the conversation as for-
mal or casual as you want. The goal is to talk about our lives of faith 
and pass that story on to our children. If your kids or grandkids are 
really little, take the list and work through the questions yourself, 
leaving them either a written journal or a voice or video recording of 
you answering the questions.

1.	 Who do you remember first teaching you about Jesus? 			 
	 Was it a family member, Sunday school teacher, or pastor? 
	 Is there someone in particular who helped you grow in faith 		
	 and understand “Jesus loves me” isn’t just a song?
2.	 Bonus: What is your favorite Bible story? Why
3.	 When and where were you baptized and confirmed? Do you 		
	 remember either? What were some of your best/worst 
	 memories about that time?
4.	 What family member, friend, or other individual best modeled 		
	 God’s grace to you when you were young, a teen, and as an 
	 adult?
5.	 Tell me about your prayer life. How do you pray? How often? 		
	 What do you pray for? Do you have a favorite place for prayer?
6.	 Tell about a time when you had to trust the promises of God.
7.	 Tell about a time when it seemed God was silent, or when you 		
	 felt distant from Him.
8.	 Tell about a time when God answered your prayers or a time 		
	 when He did not answer your prayers like you had hoped.
9.	 What has been the greatest joy as a child of God? What has 		
	 been the biggest challenge or struggle?
10.	 Has there ever been a moment where you thought your faith 		
	 died? Has there been a moment when your faith grew?
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11.	 Has there been a moment where you particularly felt God’s 		
	 love, grace, mercy, and compassion?
12.	 Finish this sentence: “I go to church because...”
13.	 Finish this sentence: “My prayer for you is...”

Hymn ‘Children of the Heavenly Father’		                 LSB 725

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832–1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870–1958
Tune: Lofsånger och andeliga wisor, 1873, Sweden
Text: Public domain
Tune: Public domain

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
Rev. Dr. Joel G. Koepp
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Good weather for 
good crops

St. Paul, Alden        
Rev. Jay Jaeger         St. 
Paul Lutheran Ladies 
Aid

In what year was 
the first LWML 
Convention held?

Phil's Friends St. Paul, Buckeye       
Rev. Jay Jaeger

In what years was 
the LWML 

Convention held in 
Iowa?

Lutheran Family 
Service

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

St. Paul, Edora          
Rev. Aaron Hambleton 
St. Paul Lutheran 
LWML

How many Mission Grant 
proposals are there for 

2025?

Lutheran Early 
Response Teams

Christ Lutheran, 
Gladbrook                 
Rev. Fred Berry, Jr

Has the LWML 
Convention ever 
been canceled?

Orphan Grain Train

Trinity Lutheran, 
Hampton                  
Rev. Karl Bollhagen        
Vicar Jacob Stefanec

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

All church 
workers

Dakota Boys and Girls 
Ranch

St. John's, Hubbard   
Rev. Matthew Rueger 
St. John Lutheran 
Mission Circle

Who was the first 
LWML President?

Peace throughout the 
world.                                                              

God's peace in every 
heart.

Immanuel, Iowa Falls 
Rev. Paul Beisel        
Immanuel Lutheran 
Ladies Aid

What is the theme of 
the 2025 Convention?

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

All Fathers

St. Paul's, Latimer   
Rev. Peter Wagner    
St. Paul's Lutheran 
Church LWML

St. Paul's Lutheran 
School, Latimer

The Lutheran Home 
for the Aged 

Association - East

St. John's 's, Wellsburg      
Rev. Bruce 
Zimmermann    St. 
John's LWML

LWML Convention 
attendees in Omaha

Iowa District East       
District Convention in 

Cedar Rapids

29 30
LCMS 

Missionaries 
throughout the 

world

All teachers and 
students

LWML Iowa East 
District Prayer 

Calendar

Featuring 
LWML Eldora 

Zone 

JUNE 2025

This month's prayer calendar includes LWML Convention 
Trivia.  All answers can be found on lwml.org   Please 
pray for the convention planners, leaders,  attendees, 

mission grants, and officers.            
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The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
LCMS Stewardship Ministry – lcms.org/stewardship

Rooted in Christ, Growing in Stewardship

The heartland is now awash in various hues of green. The doldrums of 
winter give way to the colors of spring. Now, the promise of spring gives 
way to the growth of summer. Fields are planted and sprouted. 
Gardens are planted. Flowers adorn the beds of neighborhood homes 
and roadside ditches. Green is the shade of life!

Green growth is also the hue of the faithful steward. The seed of faith 
planted in human hearts in the waters of Holy Baptism grows as it is 
nurtured in the Word proclaimed and ingested in the Holy Supper. This 
faith does indeed save. But our stewardship of the Gospel is also 
designed to bear fruit for God’s glory and the benefit of our neighbor. 

To consider this, let us look at the hymn, “Fruitful Trees, the Spirits 
Sowing” (LSB 691). It is very much a stewardship hymn!

Fruitful trees, the Spirit’s sowing, May we ripen and increase, Fruit to 
life eternal growing, rich in love and joy and peace. 

•	 The tree of faith is not planted in us by us. It is the Spirit’s work! 		
	 We do not claim the title “steward.” Rather, we are created for it 		
	 (Gen. 1:26–28).
•	 He is the One who makes it grow in us. The fruits of the Spirit 			
	 are borne out because we, by grace through faith, are connected 		
	 to the vine that is Jesus (John 15).
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Laden branches freely bearing Gifts the Giver loves to bless; Here is 
fruit that grows by sharing, Patience, kindness, gentleness.

•	 Our stewardship is NOT about what we do. It is about what the 		
	 Holy Spirit does in and through us. That is the fruit that we bear. 		
	 His fruit for His purposes. 
•	 But that fruit is lived out through us. The world sees the fruit of our 		
	 stewardship of the Gospel in lives lived connected to Word and 
	 Sacrament. 

Rooted deep in Christ our Master, Christ our pattern and our goal, 
Teach us, as the years fly faster, Goodness, faith, and self-control. 

•	 Stewards have been created and redeemed to reflect the image of 		
	 Jesus in the world. He is the pattern. We reflect to others around 		
	 us the Light of the Gospel He has shone on us. 
•	 This reflection comes when Christ’s goodness flows from us to 
	 others.

Fruitful trees, the Spirit’s tending, May we grow till harvests cease; Till 
we taste, in life unending, Heaven’s love and joy and peace. 

•	 Just as the Spirit has created us for stewardship of the Gospel, 		
	 so also does He cause our faithfulness! He calls, gathers, 
	 enlightens, sanctifies and KEEPS us in this faithful stewardship of 		
	 the Gospel. 
•	 The ultimate goal of our faithful stewardship is eternity. For us. 
	 For our neighbor. All worked out by the Spirit.
	
Green is the color of the world right now. It is also the color of our 	
stewardship and it is growing in us as we are connected to the vine, 
Jesus! God grant our growth in Him!
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