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.
Nearly two years after their marriage, a son Nathan
was born. Sometime within the following four years
the family moved to Indiana where the other eight
children were born. In 1850 they are shown living in
Chester Township, Wells County, Indiana where
Joseph is a farmer. Nathan is married by this time
and lives on an adjoining farm. The children in
Joseph and Sarah’s household are as follows:

We all know that one of Quantrill’s bravest
captain’s was Andy Blunt and we know the
adventures he had during his service under
Quantrill but very little is known of the man
himself. After Quantrill left Blunt in charge of a
small group of guerrillas, operating for the most
part in Jackson and Lafayette County, Blunt was
killed by Union men near Oak Grove, Missouri on
the land of Stephen Austin, 7 March, 1864. He is
buried in the Old Concord Cemetery at Chapel
Hill, Lafayette County, Missouri.

Thomas age 18
Andrew age 16
Levi age14
Rachael age 12
Sarah age 10
Eliza age 9
Basheba age 8
Josiah age 7

As we study the events of the Civil War we
sometimes forget that each man had a real life,
they were as individual as each of us and the
personal side of their story is often never told. It
was with this in mind that I began my research to
find out about the Pre-Civil War life of Andy Blunt.

The father of the family, Joseph was in Ft. Kearney,
Nebraska in 1854, in 1856 was in Nebraska City,
Otoe County, Nebraska Territory. He is still there in
1860, living with his daughter Eliza Clark. By 1868
he was in California living with his son Thomas,
where he died in 1873. San Joaquin Valley Argus,
Merced, California , May 10, 1873.

Andrew Blunt was born in Indiana in 1834, one of
nine children born to Joseph Blunt and Sarah
“Sally” W. Vest (daughter of John Vest).
Joseph was born in Pennsylvania, Sally born in
Virginia. They were married on 20 October 1824
in Amherst County, Virginia. She died about 1860.

th

“Died near Snelling, May 4 , 1873, Joseph Blunt a native
of Pennsylvania, aged 71 years. Deceased was of sound
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Dear Members,
With the New Year, 2017, we may be reminded of some of the
horror and upheaval of the Civil War years, which in some ways
is like some of the horror and upheaval present in our country
today. With so much hatred in the hearts of so many Americans
today, for various reasons, perhaps we should remember the
forgiveness and reconciliation of the old veterans. It was this
desire for peace that enabled many of Quantrill's men to re-enter
society and become much-admired, productive members of their
communities
May we all have peace in our hearts and the ability to move
forward, to reconcile old differences, and have a prosperous and
healthy 2017.
I want to thank all of the dedicated board members and officers
of the WCQS and those who have sent stories or articles for the
newsletters--we couldn't do this without you!!

APPOINTED COMMITTEES
WEBMASTER
Bob Capps
HISTORIAN
Terry Elliott

Cindy Taylor, President
taylorci53@yahoo.com

THE NO QUARTERLY EDITOR
Jackie Roberts
Dear Members,

NO QUARTERLY EMAIL
WCQeditor@yahoo.com
All contents © 2017
William Clarke Quantrill Society, Inc.
All rights revert to the author upon publishing

REMINDER
Your 2017 WCQS dues are now due, if
you would like to continue receiving
the No Quarterly newsletter please fill
out the enclosed membership form and
send along with your check to the
address provided.

We welcome stories about Quantrill, his men or other related
information. Each submission will be considered for publishing in
The No Quarterly. Submissions should be typed into a word
document and emailed to the Editor. Please remember to cite
your sources and include documentation. Photographs must
include the owners name so credit can be given. We obviously
want to bring our members new information, therefore, we ask
that no previously published articles be submitted unless the
work is out of copyright, including stories appearing on websites.
Queries are being accepted which will be researched by qualified
researchers and answered in our newsletter and on our website.
We would love to hear your suggestions or comments about our
newsletter.
Jackie Roberts, The No Quarterly Editor
WCQeditor@yahoo.com
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Fascinating Finds about Andy Blunt and His Family continued from page 1
health up to the minute of his death. On the day he died,
he had taken a ride upon horseback, and but a few
moments before he fell dead had been talking and
laughing with friends, and had started to the house of his
son, Thomas Blunt, where he resided, to take a walk to
the river, and had proceeded but one hundred yards
when he was seen by some of his grand-children to fall,
when they went to his assistance and found him dead”.
.

Nebraska. She mothered two children and died 11
November 1904 in Jonesboro, Grant County,
Indiana. Sarah led a very colorful life according to
her obituary found on the front page of The Marion
Chronicle, Saturday, November 12, 1904.
CROSSED CONTINENT THIRTY-FIVE TIMES
Her Clothes Twice Pierced by Bullets Fired by Indians.

The eldest child of Joseph and Sally Blunt,
Nathan first married Mary Ann Williams in
Delaware County, Indiana on 11 June 1848, she
died in 1855, they had five children. He then
married Kessiah Cary on 26 August 1856 in Mills
County, Iowa. Nathan and Kessiah moved to
Nodaway County, Missouri before 1860. Kessiah
died in Nodaway County, Missouri in early 1862
after having three children. Nathan took a third wife
on 29 June 1862, her name was Nancy Clarissa
Bailey. They moved to Kansas between 1865-1866
and lived in Butler County, Kansas sometime prior
to 1870. To Nathan and Nancy eight children were
born. She died in Muscogee, Oklahoma in 1917.
Nathan died 1 May 1903 in Atchison County,
Kansas and was buried in Fanning, Doniphan
County, Kansas at the Fanning Cemetery. He had
lived with a granddaughter in Doniphan County
prior to his death. Nathan’s wife Nancy moved to
Arkansas and drew his Pension. Nathan served
during the Civil War in Company D 36th Enrolled
Missouri Militia.

“Sarah A., wife of W. J. Iiams, of Jonesboro, died at her
home on Sixth Street, Jonesboro, at 4:30 o'clock Friday
afternoon after an extended illness of a complication of
diseases. Although she had been in poor health for
some time, her death comes as a shock to the family
and friends.
The life of Mrs. Iiams was one of varied incidents. She
had one of the most interesting careers that could befall
a citizen living in her time. A woman of the greatest
refinement, few of her later acquaintances not knowing
her interesting life history would guess her early
experiences.
Born in Wells County, Ind., in 1840, Sarah A. Blount
[Blunt] lived in this state until 1853 when she left with her
father's family for Nebraska City, Neb., and there in 1856
she was married to W. J. Iiams. In 1859, with her
husband and daughter Mary, who survive her, Mrs.
Iiams made the trip overland from Nebraska City to
California, leaving from their starting place on May 8,
1859, and arriving at their destination on Nov. 16 of the
same year. They made the trip by wagon and were twice
attacked by hostile Indians. Mrs. Iiams's clothing being
twice pierced by bullets, but, as if bearing a charmed life,
she escaped personal injury. Several members of the
party in the wagon train were killed, their stock was all
killed and the wagons burned.

Thomas married Amanda E. Burr in Blackford
County, Indiana on 29 August 1852. They had eight
children. Thomas and Amanda moved to California
around 1860, in 1866 and 1867 we find he has
taken the Oath and is listed on the Merced County,
California Great Register (Voters List). He died 6
October 1876 in San Joaquin Valley, Merced
California and buried at Visalia Cemetery.

The Iiams family lived in California fifteen years, Mr.
Iiams, by the hardest kind of work, acquiring lands which
afterward became valuable and netted him a
comfortable fortune. Since 1874 Mr. and Mrs. Iiams have
made Jonesboro their home, but have spent every
winter in California. Mrs. Iiams had crossed the continent
from Indiana to California with her husband thirty-four
times by rail, seventeen round trips, and once by wagon
train.

Rachael, married James Skidmore, no further
information has been found.

Mrs. Iiams was an expert shot with a rifle and with her
husband had shot almost every kind of wild game. She
always owned a rifle. It is told of her courage and great
presence of mind while in California two years ago that a
cow, stark mad, made a charge upon the horse which

Sarah married William Jackson Iiams on 16
February 1856 in Nebraska City, Otoe County,
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Fascinating Finds about Andy Blunt and His Family continued from page 3
Mrs. Iiams and another lady were driving to a buggy.
Mrs. Iiams caught up a rifle at her side and with quick,
accurate aim, felled the mad cow within a few feet of
their horse”.

County, Missouri where they had an infant daughter
who died 3 April 1862 and was buried in Groves
Cemetery at Graham, Nodaway County, Missouri.

Besides her husband Mrs. Iiams is survived by a
daughter, Mary, of Jonesboro, and a son, George, of
Michigan. One sister, Mrs. Hildebrand, lives at Laton,
California. The deceased had two brothers, one
serving in the Union and one in the Confederate
army. All trace of them has been lost to the family
and there is no means of knowing whether either of
them are living or not.

Levi served with the Confederacy as a Private in
Captain Burns Company B, 3rd Regiment Cavalry
Volunteers, he enlisted January 29, 1862; then in
December, 1862 he transferred to 2nd Regiment
Missouri Cavalry. He also served in the Missouri
State Guard, Company A, 5th Regiment, 5th
Division.

The funeral services of the deceased will be held at the
Methodist church in Jonesboro at 1 o'clock tomorrow
afternoon, the Rev. W. T. Arnold officiating. Interment
will be made in the Gas City I.O.O.F. cemetery.”

It is not known if they divorced but in 1870 she was
not living with him and in 1892 Rebecca married
Tilman C. Bohannon. She died in 1897 at
Skidmore, Nodaway County, Missouri. We have yet
to find Levi’s place of burial.

The widower, Mr. William J. Iiams, when 72 years
old, in 1906 married 60 year old Mrs. Lavina Thiert
in Jackson County, Missouri. She was the daughter
of Wilson M. Maddox and Mary Blunt. They both
died in Pinellas County, Florida.

Andrew, in 1854 was living in the area which later
became the town of Omaha, Nebraska Territory.
He worked as a boatman for The Council Bluffs and
Nebraska Steam Ferry Company, the crossing of
the Missouri River at Council Bluffs, Iowa, and
Omaha, Nebraska. His brother Levi was a laborer.

Eliza, whose full name was Elizabeth Ellen Blunt,
married Cassender G. Clark in Atchison County.,
Missouri on 6 February 1857, they had six children
and moved to Nebraska by mid 1857. About 1866
they moved to Iowa then on to California by 1870.
Her husband died sometime around 1877 in Tulare,
California. Soon after, Eliza married Jacob A.
Hildebrand, and had one child. They lived in
Fresno, California where she resided at the time of
her death in the 1920’s.

By 1856, Andy was in Shelby County, Garden
Grove, Iowa with his brother Levi, they were both
listed as laborers.
Andy and Levi have not been located in 1860 but
we know they were both serving for the
Confederacy by 1862. Their brother Nathan was
serving on the Union side.

Basheba – nothing has been found on her.

One can plainly see that the members of this.
family were adventurous people

Josiah T. married Laura M. McSwain in Merced
County, California, in 1866 and 1867 we find he
has taken the Oath and is listed on the Merced
County, California Great Register (Voters List).

Andy, as well as his brothers Levi and Nathan, no
doubt followed the Missouri River looking for their
next adventure.

Levi was in the area soon to become Omaha,
Nebraska Territory in 1854, working as a laborer. In
1856 he is in Shelby County, Garden Grove, Iowa
with his brother Andy, they were both listed as
laborers. He married Rebecca E._____ sometime
after 1860. They lived in Graham, Nodaway

If anyone has more information on this family
please write to the editor.
Researched and submitted by Jackie Roberts
Continued on Page 5
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Fascinating Finds about Andy Blunt and His Family
continued from page 4

Member Neil Block responds to the Fort Worth Gazette,
Ft. Worth, Texas, September 25, 1892 newspaper article
we shared in our previous newsletter. The article A
Southern Cavalier is about a Union company who
bestowed a gold medal to a Confederate who was
escorting Union prisoners under a flag of truce and were
confronted by “detachments of Todd’s, Anderson’s and
Quantrell’s guerrillas.” The event was quoted as
happening on September 25, 1864.

Sources:
Amherst Co. Virginia Marriage Records
1850 Chester, Wells County, Indiana Census
th
1854 4 District, Omaha Nebraska Territorial Census
1856 Shelby Co., Garden Grove, Iowa Territorial Census
1860 Otoe County, Nebraska Territorial Census
1860 Nodaway Co., Missouri Federal Census
1866 -67 California, Merced Co Great Register, Voters
1870 Butler Co. Kansas Federal Census
1870 Mercerd Co., California Federal Census
1870 Nodaway Co. Mo. Federal Census
1900 Doniphan Co. Kansas Federal Census
Warren Welch Remembers, Eakin, Joanne, 1997 p 15-16
Branded As Rebels, Volume 2, Hale, Donald R.,2003 p 25
Graham, Nodaway County, MO Cemetery Records,
Snelling Cemetery Records, Merced Co. California
Find-A-Grave- misc records
Western Journal of Commerce, K.C. 19 March 1964
Oak Grove Banner, O.G. Mo, 18 September 1908
Jackson Co. MO marriage records
San Joaquin Valley Argus, Merced, CA, 10 May 1873
Kansas City Star, 28 Nov 1918 p15
The Marion Chronicle, Marion, Indiana 12 Nov 1904
History of Grant County, Indiana, Brant & Fuller, 1886
History of Nebraska, Olson, James C., 1966 Nebraska
Press
Other sources too numerous to mention

Mr. Block says the date must be wrong and states the
following: “I believe you’ll find that Anderson & Todd
were in northern Boone County, Mo. at this time, as was
the James’s. Two days before Centralia on the
9/27/1864. Q was sick in the brush in Howard County.”
Thanks Neil, we appreciate your input.-Ye Ed
Member Edwin H. Turlington, Jr. writes: “My great great
grandfather John Duke Kelly, a recruiter for Quantrell
and named on bushwhacker lists, was featured in a book
about Afton, Oklahoma that was published this month
[Nov. 2016]. He went to Afton, Indian Territory after the
war under an assumed past and pioneered as a
businessman there.” The book, Some Early Afton
History, was written by Fredia Gregath, Gregath
Publishing Company and is available on her website. Mr.
Turlington also states “There is at least one boat
burner and a bushwhacker buried in the Afton
cemetery too”.
Edwin, Thanks for the information.-Ye Ed

Quantrill’s Man a Big One!

Member Valerie Protopapas informs us she has written a
book using her maiden name, V.P. Harris, as author.
The name of the book is A Thousand Points of Truth and
is taken from newspaper articles and publications dated
1862-1916 about John S. Mosby. Her book can be
ordered from her website athousandpointsoftruth.com.
We wish you success Valerie-Ye Ed

“Jim Willis, a fist fighter of Smithville,
[Tennessee], was six feet four inches tall,
weighing about two hundred and twenty-five
pounds. He was somewhat stooped, his arms
were extremely long, while his eyes were deep
blue and deep set. While he did not appear to
delight in bloodshed, it is believed that he has a
natural inclination to fight.
During the war he lived in Missouri
belonged to Quantrell’s guerrillas. One
knew him says his scalp was as rough
turtles back, due to scars made by rocks,
thrusts, and club blows.”

Our Members Write

Member Paul Peterson has submitted articles for us to
consider for future newsletters.
Thanks Paul, we appreciate your interest.-Ye Ed
Anonymous writes: …”Kuddos-Really enjoyed the
newsletter, nice variety, very informative, and well done.
We look forward to the next issue.”
Thank you for your kind words.-Ye Ed

and
who
as a
knife

Thanks to everyone for your support, we love
hearing from you, and appreciate your interaction.
We intend to make The No Quarterly an educational
and informative resource for those interested in
Quantrill and his men. Keep the responses coming.

Source: History of Dekalb County, Tennessee, Hale,
Will T.1915, Chapter XII p 128-130
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WCQS 2016
Bus Tour and
Annual Meeting

2016 Award Recipients
The Don Hale Award: Beverly Shaw for
contributions to the study of local history.
The Capt. Napoleon Davis Award: Sharon Quinn
and J.M. Herman for marking and flagging
Confederate graves in Western MO.
The John Newman Edwards Award: James R.
Baker, Jr. for written and website contributions to
the study of Civil War in MO. (Accepting award was
his nephew).

Elections Results
President: Cindy Taylor
Vice President: Jim White
Treasurer: Mike Bergman
Secretary: Marcia Rudd
Sergeant at Arms: Steve Constable
Board Members: Sharon Quinn, Harold Dellinger,
David Goodman and Jackie Roberts (also
newsletter editor).

John Newman Edwards Grave-Photo by Bob Capps

On a lovely fall day, the tour buses loaded in Oak
Grove, MO at the Broadway Grill and upon
registration, Shelby or Edwards buttons were given
to members.
The destination, Lafayette County- making stops at
Dover and Waverly The first stop was the Terra
Beau Winery guided by Jewelanna Skaggs and
John Tulipana.. Next, the Plattenburg House where
John Newman Edwards lived when he wrote his
memorable book Noted Guerrilla’s. A tour of the
house was generously offered and guided by the
current resident. The Christian Church and Dover
Cemetery were toured. We gathered at the grave of
John Newman Edwards' where a reading was done
by Jim Beckner. Several other Confederate graves
in the Dover Cemetery were also recognized.

Bob Capps :agreed to continue his wonderful work
as our webmaster and photographer
At the 2016 WCQS meeting, members enjoyed
Chris Edwards as he entertained us with the sweet
sounds of Civil War era music.

Moving on to Waverly, we ate lunch at Apple
Barbeque, then proceeded on to a walking tour
through J.O. Shelby's hometown, guided by John
Hinz, local historian and resident, assisted by
Waverly Arts Council members. We spent
considerable time at Shelby Memorial Park, Mt.
Rucker, the Presbyterian Church (which is being
restored), and the Methodist Church where Shelby
swore 1,000 men into Confederate service.
We left Waverly and returned to Oak Grove
Broadway Grill for the annual WCQS meeting,
election of officers and presentation of awards.

Chris Edwards entertains at 2016 meeting-Photo by Jay Roberts
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2017

WCQS Fundraiser

William Clarke Quantrill Society
Membership
$12 annual dues
Mail To
William Clarke Quantrill Society
P.O. Box 520123
Independence, Missouri 64052

Membership year is from January
through December of each year.
Name____________________________________

ORDER TODAY!

Address________________________________

WCQS earns $5 for each shirt sold.

______________________________________

Anyone who has heard of Quantrill has heard of his
“visit” to Lawrence, Kansas in 1863.

Email____________________________________

A recent offer made to WCQS was one we just
could not pass up. Burnt District Press agreed to
have tee shirts printed with the phrase LAWRENCE,
KANSAS “A nice place to visit, but I wouldn’t
want to live there!” Signed William C. Quantrill

Telephone_______________________________
How would you like to receive The
No Quarterly newsletter?
Please check one

Send to my email_____
Send by U.S. Postal Service_____

Available in the following sizes: M - L- XL- 2XL.
Sizes 3XL and 4XL will be available in limited
quantity after our next order, reserve yours now.
The color is grey with black lettering and toned
photo, this is a quality fabric of 50/50 cotton blend
The price is $16 each plus $2.50 S&H.

Please let us know asap of any changes
to contact information.

This fundraiser is brought to WCQS by Burnt
District Press, your American History Headquarters
for publishing, printing & selling primary source
information on the Civil War era. Support this
fundraiser by sending your check or money order
along with quantity, sizes desired and shipping
address to:
Burnt District Press
1201 East Pearl Street
Harrisonville, MO 64701
Using PayPal? Make payable to
FMCockrell@aol.com, and email quantity, sizes,
and shipping address to BDpress@ymail.com

Newsletters will be archived on our website
approximately 6 months after publishing. In
order to receive time sensitive materials please
choose one of the options above for prompt
delivery.
For more info on membership email:
info@wcqsociety.com
Please feel free to write any comments on the
back of this page.
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