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In her role as Director of Cannabis, Bell
ensures Commissioner Fried's vision for
cannabis in Florida continues moving
forward. She oversees the development
of a state hemp program and assists
DOH with the Medical Cannabis Edibles.
Holly had a 30-year career in entertainment banking and financial services.
During her career in banking, Holly became known for starting new business
units for top tier banks and helping them
expand into new markets and states
(she has completed 4 such projects). It
was in her banking role that she was first
asked to help a client with a cannabis
related business over 10 years ago. She
has now had the joy of seeing an idea
created in a board room become a successful business in the market place
many times.

January’s Guest Speaker
Holly Bell

DWC Luncheon
January 14th, 2020 11:30 AM

After retiring from banking, Holly consulted on cannabis business issues in numerous states. She also worked to help
build the infrastructure to support the
creation of Tennessee's hemp industry.

4350 El Conquistador Pkwy
Bradenton, FL
Please make your reservations by

As a native of Indiana with family roots in
northeast Florida, she earned a bachelor's degree in agricultural economics
from Purdue University. She was also a
10 year 4h member, FFA member, and a
past President of the American Junior
Charolais Association.

Noon January 9th, 2020
Call Sandy Gander 941.803.6900
or email
San.gander@gmail.com
Menu: Buffet includes salad, grilled chicken,
cold cuts, cheeses, bread, and cookie
Cost is $20.00
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January’s President’s Letter
I would like to thank you all once again for your patience and understanding about my family situation. This is an amazing organization
and you are an amazing group of women, and Brian of course.
That said,
The New Year is upon us and we have a mountain to climb this election year. The main goal is to remove the orange dictator from office. I
cannot impress upon all of you how important it is that we volunteer
and help work towards that goal, as well as getting our own elected,
such as Margaret Good, Amanda Litton and Betsy Young, all fine
women that we must support. Knock doors, hold a meet and greet, host a fundraiser for our candidates, write an op-ed for the local paper, anything to spread the word. We will be joining other clubs
and hosting a candidate forum later this year. Paul Dain did such a find job running the event last
year when I was running for County Commissioner. I do not believe that in my lifetime there has ever been a more important time to change the makeup of our government as right now. We must get
rid of Trump or face dictatorship. We must turn the Senate blue and get Moscow Mitch out of control. It is unfortunate that we are not yet able to vote Rubio out, but he is most assuredly on the list.
We must turn Florida blue, we must make sure Trump does not get the many electoral votes that
Florida offers, and we must be diligent about our pursuit to remove him from office. Now is the time
for action, we have a hard road to climb. If you are unsure how you can help, reach out to a local
campaign, the local DEC, and of course, anyone of the Executive Board can assist you.
Happy New Year
Erika Lundquist, JD
President.

Women won't see equal pay for another
257 years, report says
Women around the world aren't expected to see equal pay
until 2277 at the current rate of change, according to findings from the Global Gender Gap Report 2020, which
measured the gender gap from 153 countries across economics, politics, education and health.
The big picture: Though the report says that women in the
U.S. are "relatively well-represented" in high management
roles, the global economic gender gap is expected to widen
for several reasons: Women are highly represented in jobs being displaced by automation, aren't
entering professions with high wage growth and spend more time than men in caretaker and volunteer roles.

The findings: It would take almost 100 years to close the broader gender gap across economics,
politics, education and health for the participating countries. In terms of just equal pay, it would take
longer — 257 years, up from 202 years since last year's report.
•

The U.S. dropped two spots on the gender parity rankings since last year, falling to 53rd.

•

Iceland was recognized as the most gender-equal country for the 11th year in a row.

Yemen ranked lowest on the list.
By: Marisa Fernandez , Axios
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Exclusive poll: Black Americans motivated by
Trump to vote in 2020
A majority of black Americans are more interested in voting in
the 2020 presidential election than they were in 2016, according
to a national survey of 1200 black voters and non-voters conducted by Third Way and the Joint Center.
Why it matters: Black voter turnout declined significantly in
2016 nationally and in key swing states, ultimately contributing
to Hillary Clinton's loss to Donald Trump. New details from focus groups and polling suggests that the motivation to remove Trump from office is firing up black Americans to head to the polls next November.
Details: Third Way and the Joint Center conducted nine focus groups of black voters and non-voters in and
around Atlanta, Detroit and Philadelphia.
• They also commissioned a quantitative survey that goes beyond the 2020 horse race to better understand how these Americans are feeling and thinking about things like the economy, immigration and other
issues central to the next election.
Black Americans' increased motivation to vote next year stems from an intense opposition to President
Trump and a belief that he "has been a disaster for our country, and we need to do everything we can to vote
him out," according to the survey.
• Most respondents said they believe Trump's election has emboldened people with racist views to express
them publicly.
• Their second most common motivating factor: "Voting is the best way to make my voice heard in our government," according to the survey.
By the numbers: 57% of all respondents who identified as "strong Democrats" said they're more interested
in voting next year, compared to 62% of black men who identified that way.
• In 2016, more than three times as many black men voted for Trump as black women.
In recent months, we've seen various Democratic presidential candidates court black male voters in small,
intimate settings as a way to understand their concerns and needs before 2020.
An estimated 30 million black Americans will be eligible to vote next year.
Between the lines: While black men share some of the same concerns as black women at the ballot box,
their top issues heading into the next election are different.
• Women's top priority when thinking about the presidential election is affordable housing — something you
rarely, if ever, hear from Trump's re-election pitch.
• For black men, their top concern is health care costs — something Democrats have been hammering
since before the 2018 midterms.
One cause for concern as the president touts a strong economy as core to his re-election message: Only
22% of black Americans said their personal financial situation has gotten better over the last two years.
• That's a warning sign for Trump and Republicans who want to make their case by focusing on low unemployment rates for African Americans, as data suggests these voters aren't feeling the effects of a booming economy.
• Among those who are employed, one in five black Americans surveyed said they are working more than
one job to make ends meet.
Demographics aren't destiny, but this was an interesting nugget that both parties should pay attention to:
Among respondents overall, just 45% live in cities, while a majority live in small towns, rural areas or suburbs.
By: Alexi McCammond . AXIOS
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The White House idiot is lying again, so
happy new year everybody
By: Hunter, Daily Kos

Welcome to the new year. It's going to mostly be 2019 Part
II, just so you know. And Donald J. Trump, still impeached
by the House and still awaiting a Senate trial, the beginning
of which itself hinges on Sen. Moscow McConnell at least
pretending that he is not one of the most corrupt sleazebags to roll through Washington since the days of Teapot
Dome, yes that Donald Trump, closed out the last decade
(the decade ends on 9, don't make this a thing with me, not now) by lying his mistress-having taxavoiding money-laundering-ever-adjacent behind off yet again about yet another easily, easily
checkable facet of our shared reality.
"One of my greatest honors was to have gotten CHOICE approved for our great Veterans. Others
have tried for decades, and failed!" tweeted the Idiot in Chief.
Not true. Not even close to true. CHOICE was signed by President Barack Obama. It was something the late Sen. John McCain was a bit proud of, as well; how very surprising that Trump's stillbizarre memory lapses somehow manage to erase his declared enemies and re-imagine things so
that TRUMP, in big gold letters, turns out to be the only relevant human in history.
Trump's contribution was to sign a modification slightly decreasing wait times. It may or may not
have been done with a Sharpie. Whether he is intentionally lying, is suffering from delusions
brought on by his well-documented narcissistic obsessions, or his jumbled and conflated memories
are a product of a slow slide into dementia is, as usual, not clear.
But this is how the year is going to go. With this possibly confused, definitely crooked, nowimpeached personification of humanity's worst faults lying constantly, about everything, as Republicanism continues to adapt itself into a vehicle for disinformation, propaganda, and crime-doing.
Then there will be an election.

Illinois governor pardons 11,000 pot convictions
ahead of Jan. 1 legalization
Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker granted more than 11,000 pardons on Tuesday for minor, nonviolent marijuana offenses, as the state prepares to legalize the drug on Jan. 1, AP
reports.
The big picture: Illinois on Wednesday will become the 11th state to allow people 21 or older to
buy and consume marijuana. State officials estimate that 116,000 people who were convicted for
possessing 30 grams or less of marijuana are eligible for pardons.

•

Illinois lawmakers hope legalizing marijuana and pardoning past violators will reverse some of
the damage caused by the war on drugs, especially for minority communities.
What they're saying: “We are ending the 50-year-long war on cannabis,” Pritzker said in a
statement, according to AP.
“We are restoring rights to many tens of thousands of Illinoisans. We are bringing regulation and
safety to a previously unsafe and illegal market. And we are creating a new industry that puts
equity at its very core.” By: Jacob Knutson , Axios
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State of Florida to raise minimum wage in 2020
TALLAHASSEE, Fla. - Minimum-wage workers in Florida will
receive a small pay increase with the start of the new year.
The state’s minimum wage will increase from $8.46 to $8.56
an hour on Jan. 1, with a minimum wage of at least $5.54 an
hour for tipped employees, according to the state Department
of Economic Opportunity.
Florida voters in 2004 approved a constitutional amendment
that increases the state minimum wage each year based on
inflation. The federal minimum wage is $7.25 an hour.
Florida voters in November 2020 will cast ballots on a proposal that would gradually raise the state
minimum wage to $15 an hour.
That proposal, which will appear on the ballot as Amendment 2, would increase the minimum wage
to $10 an hour on Sept. 30, 2021, and subsequently increase it by $1 an hour each year until it hits
$15 on Sept. 30, 2026.
Florida is one of 25 states increasing the minimum wage for 2020.
By: The News Service of Florida

The last decade gave us a preview of the
climate crisis ahead, and it's definitely
a horror show
As 2020 begins, Australia is on fire, leaving dozens dead
and thousands displaced. Meanwhile, just a thousand
miles to the north, Indonesia is dealing with record flooding that has left … dozens dead and tens of thousands
displaced. Both of these disasters are driven by the same
factor: global warming causing the human-created climate
crisis.
Australia isn’t alone in seeing record levels of wildfire, and Indonesia is far from alone in experiencing flooding. It’s only been a matter of months since wildfires devastated areas of California and flooding drowned Midwestern towns. Neither of those areas was itself unique, as fires
ranged up into Alaska, and flooding ranged through the whole central portion of the United
States. Though it has to be said that the scale of what’s happening in Australia is nearly unbelievable. In 2019, about 247,000 acres burned in California. So far, this wildfire season is still getting
started in Australia, and already 14.6 million acres have burned.
Of course, wildfires and floods aren’t the limit of the disasters brought on by the climate crisis.
There are also storms such as the typhoon that smashed the Philippines over the holidays, or the
unbelievable fury that Hurricane Dorian unleashed in its slow path across the Bahamas. And all of
that was just in 2019.
That year came at the end of the hottest decade on record. That was the decade in which human
beings entered into a climate that’s not only different from any that’s been experienced in recorded
history, but is now sporting higher levels of CO 2 than any time since before the first creature that
could be called human evolved in Africa. This is literally a new world.
As The Washington Post reports, what we saw in the last decade gives us a preview of what that
world will be like, and what we can expect as the climate crisis brings us a planet rapidly shifting
away from the one we have known. By: Mark Sumner , Daily Kos
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A big thank you goes out to our members for your generous donations
last month to our charities. As a group, we are helping make a difference in many peoples lives. Remember we collect year round for our
charities. Our Daily Bread, non-perishable foods, Healthy Start, baby
items and, The Bethesda House, toiletries.

It is with great sadness that we inform you of the passing of
Shirley Lundquist, who was a member of our club and the mother of
Erika Lundquist. Other DWC members who have passed in 2019 were
Lillie Covington and Bill McGrath.

Fun Stats
Days Trump has spent at Mar a Lago:
97
Cost of flights to Mar a Lago (26 so far):*
~$50,372,000
Days Trump has spent at Bedminster:
75
Cost of flights to Bedminster (23 so far):*
~$18,375,500
Trump has visited his clubs once every this many days since his inauguration:
4.5
Projected visits to golf clubs in four years:
321
Projected visits in eight years:
642
Total times Obama played golf during his eight year Presidency:
306
The above information is from “TRUMP GOLF COUNT” and is a site that is designed
to keep President Trump true to his word. As Republican Presidential Candidate,
Trump said "I'm going to be working for you. I'm not going to have time to go
play golf." --Donald J. Trump, August, 2016
Click the link “TRUMPGOLFCOUNT” to visit the site.

This months videos are “Chasing Coral | Tell Me How Long “ by Kristen Bell bringing awareness
to climate change and a humorous look at Trump supports views on Impeachment by Jordan
Klepper “Fingers the Pulse of Trump Supporters on Impeachment” from The Daily Show.
CLICK HERE TO WATCH
FINGERS THE PULSE

CLICK HERE TO WATCH
CHASING CORAL
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DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OF MANATEE COUNTY OFFICERS/LEADERS 2018-2019

OTHER OFFICERS

ELECTED OFFICERS
President

440-384-0985

Erika Lundquist

DWCManatee@gmail.com

1st VP (Programs)

303-324-0212

Jami Heye

jheye@ix.netcom.com

2nd VP (Membership)

941-264-5355

Mary Young

marevegan@gmail.com

Recording Secretary

313-434-4146

Patti Boynton

pboynton5@gmail.com

Treasurer

402-213- 0769

Joanie LeBaron

joanielebaron0108@gmail.com

Regional Representative

941-545-5382

Kayla Simms

kaysimms89@gmail.com

Fund-Raising

Pat Benson 941-758-4610
pattybeenutty@gmail.com

Hospitality/
Calling

Sandra Gander 941-803-6900
san.gander@gmail.com

Candidate
Search

Vicki Waters 941-753-9741
vwaters@earthlink.net

Parliamentarian

Fay Murphy 941-758-5140
faymurph@aol.com

Web Master

Jeanne Yeagle 941-755-7426
yeagluce@verizon.net

Newsletter and
Directory

Brian Heavrin 941-545-5788
blh3011@gmail.com

Environmental and Ricki Mazzullo 941-746-3471
Legislative Liaison Ricki.Mazzullo@yandex.com

Website Links
DWC of Manatee County Website
Manatee County Democratic Website
Democratic Women’s Club of Florida
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Corresponding
Secretary

Vicki Wayman 941-567-6695
VickiWaman@tampabay.rr.com

Bylaws Chair

Position is Open

Manatee County Democratic Women’s Club
6403 Heritage Lane
Bradenton, FL 34209

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

FOR IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
There are numerous events for Democratic Members
throughout the month of August. To check times and dates
of these events please visit our Manatee County Democratic
website at www.ManateeDemocrats.com.
You can also stop by the Democratic Headquarters located
435 Cortez RD W, Bradenton, FL to receive and event information or call (941) 301-4336 to speak to a volunteer.

Elected Officials
CONTACT OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS

OUR FLORIDA SENATORS

PRESIDENT
Donald Trump (R)
www.whitehouse.gov

202-456-1414

Bill Galvano (R-Distr. 21)

850-487-5026

Galvano.Bill.web@flsenate.gov

941-741-3401

(switchboard) 202-456-1111
OUR FLORIDA REPRESENTATIVES

U.S. SENATORS
Rick Scott (R)
help@rickscott.senate.gov

Wengay Newton (D-Distr. 70)

(202) 224-5274

941.727.2042

Newt.newton@myfloridahouse.gov
Marco Rubio (R)

202-224-3041

www.MarcoRubio.senate.gov

813-287-5035

Will Robinson (R-Distr. 71)
Will.robinson@myfloridahouse.gov

U.S. REPRESENTATIVES
Vern Buchanan (R-Distr. 16)

202-225-5015

www.Buchanan.house.gov

941-747-9081

Tommy Gregory (R-Distr. 73)
Tommy.gregory@myfloridahouse.gov

GOVERNOR
Ron DeSantis (R)

941.708.4968

850-717-9337

www.flgov.com/email-the-governor/
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850-717-5073

