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DWC  
DEMOCRATIC WOMENôS CLUB OF MANATEE COUNTY FLORIDA               
WWW.DWCManatee.com 

 JANUARY 2020 

NEWSLETTER 

 

 

DWC Luncheon 

January 14th, 2020 11:30 AM  

4350 El Conquistador Pkwy  

Bradenton, FL  

Please make your reservations by  

Noon January 9th, 2020  

Call Sandy Gander  941.803.6900 

ƻǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ  

San.gander@gmail.com 

Menu: Buffet includes salad, grilled chicken, 

cold cuts, cheeses, bread, and cookie  

Cost is $20.00  

 

Januaryôs Guest Speaker 

Holly Bell 

In her role as Director of Cannabis, Bell 
ensures Commissioner Fried's vision for 
cannabis in Florida continues moving 
forward.  She oversees the development 
of a state hemp program and assists 
DOH with the Medical Cannabis Edibles.   

Holly had a 30-year career in entertain-
ment banking and financial services.  
During her career in banking, Holly be-
came known for starting new business 
units for top tier banks and helping them 
expand into new markets and states 
(she has completed 4 such projects).  It 
was in her banking role that she was first 
asked to help a client with a cannabis 
related business over 10 years ago.  She 
has now had the joy of seeing an idea 
created in a board room become a suc-
cessful business in the market place 
many times.    

After retiring from banking, Holly consult-
ed on cannabis business issues in nu-
merous states. She also worked to help 
build the infrastructure to support the 
creation of Tennessee's hemp industry.  

As a native of Indiana with family roots in 
northeast Florida, she earned a bache-
lor's degree in agricultural economics 
from Purdue University.  She was also a 
10 year 4h member, FFA member, and a 
past President of the American Junior 
Charolais Association.  
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Januaryôs Presidentôs Letter 

I would like to thank you all once again for your patience and under-
standing about my family situation. This is an amazing organization 
and you are an amazing group of women, and Brian of course.  

That said,  

The New Year is upon us and we have a mountain to climb this elec-
tion year. The main goal is to remove the orange dictator from office. I 
cannot impress upon all of you how important it is that we volunteer 
and help work towards that goal, as well as getting our own elected, 
such as Margaret Good, Amanda Litton and Betsy Young, all fine 
women that we must support. Knock doors, hold a meet and greet, host a fundraiser for our candi-
dates, write an op-ed for the local paper, anything to spread the word.  We will be joining other clubs 
and hosting a candidate forum later this year. Paul Dain did such a find job running the event last 
year when I was running for County Commissioner. I do not believe that in my lifetime there has ev-
er been a more important time to change the makeup of our government as right now. We must get 
rid of Trump or face dictatorship. We must turn the Senate blue and get Moscow Mitch out of con-
trol.  It is unfortunate that we are not yet able to vote Rubio out, but he is most assuredly on the list. 
We must turn Florida blue, we must make sure Trump does not get the many electoral votes that 
Florida offers, and we must be diligent about our pursuit to remove him from office. Now is the time 
for action, we have a hard road to climb. If you are unsure how you can help, reach out to a local 
campaign, the local DEC, and of course, anyone of the Executive Board can assist you.  

Happy New Year 

Erika Lundquist, JD 

President.  

Women won't see equal pay for another 
257 years, report says 

Women around the world aren't expected to see equal pay 
until 2277 at the current rate of change, according to find-
ings from the Global Gender Gap Report 2020, which 
measured the gender gap from 153 countries across eco-
nomics, politics, education and health. 

The big picture: Though the report says that women in the 
U.S. are "relatively well-represented" in high management 
roles, the global economic gender gap is expected to widen 

for several reasons: Women are highly represented in jobs being displaced by automation, aren't 
entering professions with high wage growth and spend more time than men in caretaker and volun-
teer roles. 

The findings: It would take almost 100 years to close the broader gender gap across economics, 
politics, education and health for the participating countries. In terms of just equal pay, it would take 
longer ð 257 years, up from 202 years since last year's report. 

¶ The U.S. dropped two spots on the gender parity rankings since last year, falling to 53rd. 

¶ Iceland was recognized as the most gender-equal country for the 11th year in a row. 

Yemen ranked lowest on the list. 

By:  Marisa Fernandez , Axios 

https://www.weforum.org/reports/gender-gap-2020-report-100-years-pay-equality
https://www.axios.com/authors/MFernandez
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9ȄŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ǇƻƭƭΥ .ƭŀŎƪ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ ƳƻǝǾŀǘŜŘ ōȅ 
¢ǊǳƳǇ ǘƻ ǾƻǘŜ ƛƴ нлнл 

 
A majority of black Americans are more interested in voting in 
the 2020 presidential election than they were in 2016, according 
to a national survey of 1200 black voters and non-voters con-
ducted by Third Way and the Joint Center. 
 
Why it matters: Black voter turnout declined significantly in 
2016 nationally and in key swing states, ultimately contributing 
to Hillary Clinton's loss to Donald Trump. New details from focus groups and polling suggests that the moti-
vation to remove Trump from office is firing up black Americans to head to the polls next November. 
 
Details: Third Way and the Joint Center conducted nine focus groups of black voters and non-voters in and 
around Atlanta, Detroit and Philadelphia. 

¶ They also commissioned a quantitative survey that goes beyond the 2020 horse race to better under-
stand how these Americans are feeling and thinking about things like the economy, immigration and other 
issues central to the next election. 

 
Black Americans' increased motivation to vote next year stems from an intense opposition to President 
Trump and a belief that he "has been a disaster for our country, and we need to do everything we can to vote 
him out," according to the survey. 

¶ Most respondents said they believe Trump's election has emboldened people with racist views to express 
them publicly. 

¶ Their second most common motivating factor: "Voting is the best way to make my voice heard in our gov-
ernment," according to the survey. 

 
By the numbers: 57% of all respondents who identified as "strong Democrats" said they're more interested 
in voting next year, compared to 62% of black men who identified that way. 

¶ In 2016, more than three times as many black men voted for Trump as black women. 
In recent months, we've seen various Democratic presidential candidates court black male voters in small, 
intimate settings as a way to understand their concerns and needs before 2020. 

 
An estimated 30 million black Americans will be eligible to vote next year. 
Between the lines: While black men share some of the same concerns as black women at the ballot box, 
their top issues heading into the next election are different. 

¶ Women's top priority when thinking about the presidential election is affordable housing ð something you 
rarely, if ever, hear from Trump's re-election pitch. 

¶ For black men, their top concern is health care costs ð something Democrats have been hammering 
since before the 2018 midterms. 

 
One cause for concern as the president touts a strong economy as core to his re-election message: Only 
22% of black Americans said their personal financial situation has gotten better over the last two years. 

¶ That's a warning sign for Trump and Republicans who want to make their case by focusing on low unem-
ployment rates for African Americans, as data suggests these voters aren't feeling the effects of a boom-
ing economy. 

¶ Among those who are employed, one in five black Americans surveyed said they are working more than 
one job to make ends meet. 

 
Demographics aren't destiny, but this was an interesting nugget that both parties should pay attention to: 
Among respondents overall, just 45% live in cities, while a majority live in small towns, rural areas or sub-
urbs. 
 
By:  Alexi McCammond . AXIOS 

https://www.axios.com/black-voters-motivated-2020-election-trump-dae9583e-44d2-4d0c-8fdd-f0d9b3966064.html
https://www.axios.com/black-voters-motivated-2020-election-trump-dae9583e-44d2-4d0c-8fdd-f0d9b3966064.html
https://thirdway.imgix.net/downloads/poll-toplines-third-way-and-joint-center-national-survey-of-black-americans/Third-Way-Joint-Center-National-Survey-Topline-Results.pdf
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/the-avenue/2017/05/18/census-shows-pervasive-decline-in-2016-minority-voter-turnout/
https://www.axios.com/2020-democrats-focus-on-black-men-south-carolina-ahead-of-presidential-election-55c0a5ad-b826-407e-95c5-47ce64507b8f.html
https://www.pewsocialtrends.org/essay/an-early-look-at-the-2020-electorate/
https://www.axios.com/authors/Alexi_McCammond
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