

Chapter 4 - BOATS, VESSELS AND WATERCRAFT



ARTICLE I. - IN GENERAL



Secs. 4-1—4-30. - Reserved.



ARTICLE II. - OPERATION OF VESSELS IN DESIGNATED
AREAS[1]



Sec. 4-31. - Definitions.
For purposes of this article, the following terms, phrases, words and derivations shall have the
meaning given herein. When not inconsistent with the context, words used in the present tense
include the future, words in the plural number include the singular number, and the words in the
singular number include the plural number. The word "shall" is always mandatory and not merely
directory:
Beach shall mean the soft sand portion of land lying landward of a seawall or line of
permanent vegetation and landward of the mean high water line.
Operate shall mean to navigate or otherwise use any vessel in, on or under the water.
Person shall mean any individual, partnership, firm, corporation, association or other entity.
Vessel shall mean a motor-propelled or artificially-propelled vehicle and every other
description of boat, including sailboats, watercraft, barge, and airboat other than a seaplane on the
water, used or capable of being used as a means of transportation on water including personal
watercraft, a class A-1 and A-2 vessel as defined by state law which uses an outboard motor, or
an inboard motor powering a water jet pump, as its primary source of motive power and which is
designated to be operated by a person sitting, standing, or kneeling on, or being towed behind the
vessel, rather than in the conventional manner of sitting or standing inside the Vessel. This term
shall not include rafts, floats or floatation devices, whether of canvas, vinyl, rubber, styrofoam or
other substance, intended or capable of assisting in the floatation of a person on or in the water.

(Ord. No. 93-18, § 1(1), 10-26-93; Ord. No. 94-4, § 1(1), 6-14-94)
Cross reference— Rules of construction and definitions generally, § 1-2.


Sec. 4-32. - Prohibited water activity.
(1)
No owner, operator or Person in command of any Vessel shall permit or operate a Vessel
within the area of the Atlantic Ocean, 300 feet east of the Beach from the southern boundary

of Crandon Park to the northern boundary of Bill Baggs, Cape Florida State Park, except as
authorized by the Village Council.
(2)
No owner, operator or Person in command of any Vessel shall permit or operate a Vessel
within the area of Biscayne Bay, generally located west of 400 Harbor Drive through and
including 500 Bay Lane as shown on the Nixon Beach Swim Zone Map, except as authorized
by the Village Council.

(3)
No owner, operator or Person in command of any Vessel shall permit or operate a
Vessel within the Mashta Flats area within the Village's municipal boundaries as shown
on the Mashta Flats Map below.

(4)
Vessels used solely for an emergency/sea rescue or for ensuring compliance with local,
state, or federal law are excluded from the provisions of this section.
(Ord. No. 93-18, § 1(2), 10-26-93; Ord. No. 94-4, § 1(2), 6-14-94; Ord. No. 2005-6, § 2, 5-24-05;
Ord. No. 2011-13, § 2, 8-30-11; Ord. No. 2015-1, § 2, 2-10-15)


Sec. 4-33. - Enforcement.
The provisions of this article shall be enforced by members of all duly authorized law enforcement
agencies within the Village.

(Ord. No. 93-18, § 1(3), 10-26-93; Ord. No. 94-4, § 1(3), 6-14-94)


Sec. 4-34. - Penalties.
Violation of the provisions of this article, or failure to comply with any of the requirements, shall
constitute a non-criminal infraction. Any person who violates this article or fails to comply with any
provisions shall, upon conviction thereof, be fined or imprisoned, or both, as provided by law, and
in addition shall pay all costs and expenses involved in the case. In the alternative, a citation may
be issued pursuant to the procedures set forth in Sections 327.73 and 327.72, Florida Statutes.

(Ord. No. 93-18, § 1(4), 10-26-93; Ord. No. 94-4, § 1(4), 6-14-94)

