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BOARD UPDATE
Greetings one and all and welcome to 2019. I know that many of
you have already or soon will be heading to sunnier and warmer
climes for a respite from the cold. We hope you will enjoy every minute of your time. Personally, I am impatiently waiting for March
20, the first day of spring. Even though it might still be cold at the
end of March, the days will be longer, the sun will be higher in the
sky, and the early flower bulbs will be in bloom. Ahhhhhhh.
The Estates project is moving along nicely and the contractor is
working through the replacement of the rotten wood in the second
section, while at the same time, attending to the finish work on the
first building. There are still things unfinished in the first building
and, as per our memos to those residents currently affected, please
be patient and everything will be completed to our satisfaction.
We meet with the engineer, architect and contractor every week
and keep a running punch list of every open or unsatisfactory item.
Some things cannot be completed until spring when the weather is
warmer which include: coating the second floor balconies, installing
the railings, repairing and painting the stucco, painting doors (to
find just the right color and then painting all of the exterior doors)
and replacing damaged shrubs and other plantings. We are installing new lights under the overhangs as we go along. Light fixtures for first floor units that are not under an overhang have been
ordered and will be installed in finished areas.
The Terrace project is out for bid to four contractors and we expect
our project manager to have the bids by the end of this month.
We’ll keep you updated. We met with one hardware specialist to
discuss door handles and locks for all units and other ancillary
doors in the Terraces, and have scheduled at least one other meeting with another vendor. Final selections will be discussed with
Floss Barber to ensure the integrity of the design. The Terrace owners will have the opportunity to vote between two different handle
styles.
I want to assure you that every design decision from the inception
of the project in 2016 through the present has been made in full
consultation with, and assistance from, Floss Barber and her team
of experts, including the architect, the engineer and the lighting specialist. That said, we plan to review everything one more time with
these professionals after bids are finalized and before the project
starts. A few other unit owners will help us with these tasks, and
the Finance Committee will work closely with us to make sure that
everything is being done correctly.
Continued on page 4

Demolition and rebuilding of Building B in
the Estates
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Oak Hill Condominium Association

Employee updates

www.oakhillcondo.com
1660 Oakwood Drive
Penn Valley, Pennsylvania 19072
610-664-8440
Oak Hill Board of Directors
Meryl Gindin, President
Debby Weinstein, Vice President
Pat Metzger, Vice President
Susan Natow, Secretary
Ned Pfeifer, Treasurer
Board’s email address: Board@oakhillcondo.com
Oak Hill Committee Chairs
Joan Birnbaum/Rickie Blumenthal, Social Co-Chairs
Michael Klausman/Patti Pfeifer, Buildings Co-Chairs
Linda Brawner/Nate Klapper, Newsletter Co-Chairs
Steve Braun, Finance
Pat Metzger, Rules and Regulations
Anne Newman/Patti Lane, Garden Co–Chairs
Josh Gindin, Gov Doc Amendment
Robert Schimmel, Tech
Irene Kohn, Internal Dispute
Staff
Gary van Niekerk, Property Manager
propertymanager@oakhillcondo.com

My name is Kevin Flynn and I have been working as the
Grounds Keeper for Oak Hill since May 2018. My duties include: cleaning debris off property, cleaning trash areas, and
snow removal. Prior to working at Oak Hill, I worked laying
brick and stone.
When I am not at work my hobbies include playing football,
basketball, watching sports, and playing with my miniature
pincher Italian greyhound, Romeo.

HOLIDAY FUND THANK YOU!!!
The staff at Oak Hill Condominium would like to thank all of
the residents for their contributions to the Oak Hill Employee Holiday Fund. We would also like to thank you for the
many goodies and treats given to us. We hope you had a
joyous holiday season and a wonderful New Year.

Aubrey Keller, Assistant Property Manager
assistantmanager@oakhillcondo.com
Mickey McDermott, Maintenance Manager
Mickey@oakhillcondo.com
Peter Brown, Assistant Maintenance Manager
Office Hours/Package Room Hours
Monday – Friday 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Important Numbers
Management Office: 610-664-8440
Management Office Fax: 610-667-0744
After- Hours Emergency Maintenance:
610-664-8440 (Wait for message)
PECO: 800- 841– 4141

PACKAGE ROOM HOURS
Monday– Friday: 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
CLOSED ON HOLIDAYS
The opinions expressed in the Oak Hill Reporter are those of the writers, and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Condominium Association, Board of Directors or the Association
as an entity. While every effort is made to be accurate, the accuracy of information published
is not warranted, and anyone relying on such information or opinions does so at his/her own
risk. Logos and photographs are not guaranteed to reproduce like the original. The advertisements do not represent a recommendation by the Association. All submissions are subject to
editing. The Association reserves the right to refuse advertisement placement.
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Property management update
This month I am wearing my boring Manger hat and utilizing The Oak Hill Reporter to remind residents
about some important general operational items. Living in a Condominium community combines proximate living and home ownership. As such, residents need to be respectful of the rights of his/her neighbors
along with being cognizant of your own obligations to follow the rules and regulations.
Here a few reminders about issues that regularly cross my desk;
Parking
More and more we are noting that residents are parking in parking areas/lots not assigned to the building in which they live. Parking is at a premium for ALL residents and we respectfully request that you
park in the appropriate parking areas.

Guest Parking
Related to parking, residents are reminded to obtain guest parking tags for their guests. Too often we
find vehicles without parking tags or parking permits parked in the prime parking areas of the property.
Guests should be asked to park in the larger parking lots away from the main building entrances.
Mailing Address
Be sure to use the building address along with your unit address when giving out your shipping/delivery
address. If you are not sure what your building address is, please give us call in the office. For example
(Estates) : Joe Brown 1700 Oakwood Terrace, Unit 1X, Penn Valley PA, 19072. (Terraces): Sue Smith
1637 Oakwood Drive, Unit Sxxx, Penn Valley, PA 19072.

Smoking in units
We have numerous residents who smoke in their units. While permitted, the smoke often travels into
the common area hallways and another neighboring condominium units. We ask that if you smoke in
your home to please purchase and use a HEPA Air Filtration device in order to limit the amount of second hand smoke that affects air quality.
Condensate Drain Line Cleaning
Many residents are not aware that their heating and cooling system has a drain line to the exterior of
their home and this is called a condensate drain line which is mostly used during summer months. The
condensation that occurs within the unit when in cooling mode must be drained to the outside. This
drain line often fills with dirt and can become clogged, resulting in water backing up into the utility closet. The drain line should be cleaned during your annual inspection, or for a cost of $25, the Association
staff can clean your drain line.
Recycling
Please be sure to break down your boxes. Failing to do so takes up a tremendous amount of space. For
those resident in the Terraces, please hold your boxes until Tuesday evening and put them in the trash
room on your floor along with the newspapers or similar paper items. Again, boxes must be broken
down.
“Perhaps we just need little reminders from time to time that we are already dignified, deserving, worthy.”
Jon Kabat-Zinn
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BOARD UPDATE— CONTINUED
We are getting new, color-corrected design boards for each of North/South, East/West and the Clubhouse.
The new design boards will be accompanied by fabric swatches and we will have a sample of the carpet.
They will also include a mailroom rendering showing the layout and the height of the new mail boxes.
These new design boards will be presented at the upcoming open board meeting on Tuesday, January 29.
We encourage you to attend the meeting and ask questions, which we will do our best to answer. This
Board meeting will be dedicated just to the Terrace project.
The gym project is moving along. The equipment and flooring have been ordered, the room will be painted
and cleaned and possible new lighting will be discussed. The gym will be closed during renovations and we
will let the community know in advance when this will occur.
We are still looking for a bookkeeper/accountant. Please keep your ears open and refer any leads to us.
Currently, Gary and Aubrey are handling condo bills, accounts payable, accounts receivable and everything
else financial, in addition to doing all the rest of their work. They are also working with our new software
system, Caliber, and getting more comfortable using it. We also have Pete’s wife, Gloria Brown, helping us
part-time in the office answering phones, filing, etc.
Our new trash company, Advanced Disposal, has started working at Oak Hill and has installed their trash
receptacles. If you see an area, especially in the Estates, that does not seem to have enough trash cans,
please let us know. Also, please remember to break down your larger cardboard boxes to save space and
place all boxes near the recycling cans, not in the cans.
As always, please email, call or stop by the office if you have questions or concerns. We are all here to
help, and appreciate your understanding that those of us on the Board are residents like yourselves; we are
volunteering our time for everyone’s benefit.
Please read Gary’s message for more updates and information. The Tech Committee also has an open request to residents regarding information for the new Oak Hill website.
Stay warm and cozy wherever you are.
The Board of Directors

maintenance updates
Estates freezing pipes:
During the cold weather, it is extremely important that you keep a SMALL STREAM of
water running from the HOT and COLD water
faucets. Have the hot water run into one sink
and the cold water into another sink to prevent your pipes from freezing.
Snow Removal:
Snow removal is a large job and maintenance does its very best to get the snow
cleared in a timely manner. Maintenance will
be out shoveling the sidewalks as soon as
the snow comes to an end. The plows will be
out clearing the parking lots throughout the
storm. Maintenance appreciates your patience while the men work hard to clean the
property.

Duante Cobbs, your West building porter,
making your walkways safe.
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TELL YOUR FAVORITE
DOG GROOMER, DOG SITTER,
DOG WALKER
TO PLACE AN ADD HERE

For your information
All personal business cards and flyers in
the office vestibule will be removed on
January 31st. If still interesting in
advertising, we encourage you to place
an add in The Oak Hill Reporter.

Charles K Wool
1637
Oakwood Dr.
Penn Valley, PA 19072

610-613-8931

Oakhillcondominiums.com
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Committee Updates
Technology Committee:
Karen Stapler is still working closely with Comcast on their efforts to
clean up the cables and improve the bandwidth. She stated that if you
are having problems with pixilation (when the picture on your TV makes
images in little squares) to contact Comcast directly and to strongly request that they send a Comcast technician and not a contractor technician.
Comcast is in the process of cleaning up the wiring in the Terrace buildings. They will be replacing the connection pedestals outside the buildings when they receive the replacements from their vendor. Throughout
this process, Karen has been insistent that Comcast gets the right personnel involved with the cleanup of the cables. She is comfortable in
reporting that Comcast is doing what they said they would do.
Comcast will also address the cables in the Estates before the old siding is removed and replaced.
The committee wants to acknowledge the hard work that Gary and his
crew put into getting the new Management system up and running within a very tight deadline. This online tool allows owners to have a onestop, private portal to easily access many of the functions of the Management Office.

We are still working on developing
social media sites that present a
positive, consistent face to the
world. We are asking for your help
in two areas. First, if you have any
information on the history of the
property and Association please
forward it to us. Second, we are
asking for comments on the positive aspects of our community.
Our goal is to present the Board
with a base product with which they
can work. If you have anything positive you would like to share, please
send us an email at
OHCATech@gmail.com.

Mitch Pfeffer presented a very interesting idea to possibly install Electric Vehicle charging stations around the grounds. Since the world is
turning to eco-friendly Electric Vehicles, and some residents will soon be
making the switch, we would like to investigate how to best serve the
community with charging stations and make some recommendations
to the Board.

Social Committee:
Joan Birnbaum and Rickie Blumenthal, Social Committee Chairpersons, have tentatively set-up events for 2019.
Our annual Pizza Night will be in March; the always successful Hoagie party this year will be in April. Our spring
trip to New York will be on May 15th and our fall trip to New York will be on October 16th. Please put those dates
on your calendar. Our three Barbecues for residents and guests will be held during the summer. We would like
to schedule a Cabaret Night in November with a guest speaker and are considering day trips to local attractions
such as Chanticleer, and the Michener Museum and Tile Works.
If anyone has suggestions or an interest in the above trips, please do not hesitate to contact Joan or Rickie. Flyers for each date will be distributed in plenty of time for you to check your calendars. Once again, we will try to
schedule a game night at the Clubhouse for all those who would like to participate.

Buildings and Grounds Committee:
Building and Grounds met on January 15th, and their next meeting
will be on February 18th. During our most recent meeting, we discussed the progress of the removal of the treads and repainting of
the rear fire tower in the South building. We also discussed the completion of replacing the lights on the rear and front awnings of the
Terraces. Other items such as new signage was added to the list of
improvements for next month. Warmer weather will allow maintenance to repair damaged curbs throughout the community.
Jamar Williams, our painter in the process
of replacing old treads.
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Advertisement Insert Application Form
The Oak Hill Newsletter has been re-designed, as the Oak Hill Reporter and we are excited to announce that
we will continue with our advertising per issue. All advertisements will be business card size (3.5” x 2”) at
$40 per issue or 12 issues for $400.

If you are interested in advertising with us, please complete the form below, email advertisement to
assistantmanager@oakhillcondo.com and submit check made payable to Oak Hill Condos by the 10th
of the month that you desire your ad to appear.
Contact Name:
Contact Phone Number:
Contact Email:
Company Name:
Billing Address:

For more information please feel free to contact, Judy Behrend at Judybehrend44@gmail.com. To ensure a
timely reply, please specify Oak Hill Reporter in subject line.
Please specify any special instructions.
MAINTENANCE UPDATE — CONTINUED
Our maintenance technicians replacing the recessed
lighting in the canopies in front of each of the Terrace
buildings.

Our staff has been busy replacing the old red cans with
the new green and gray cans. Please note the new cans
are labeled for your convenience.
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JANUARY/ FEBRUARY 2019 CALENDAR
Sunday

20

Monday

21

Tuesday

22

MARTIN
LUTHER
KING JR DAY

27

3

28

4

Wednesday

23

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

24

25

26

31

1

2

Open Mahjong
night in the clubhouse at 7pm.

29

30

JANUARY
OPEN BOARD
MEETING IN
CLUBHOUSE:
TERRACE
PRESENTATION

Open Mahjong
night in the clubhouse at 7pm.

5

6

NEWSLETTER
COMMITEE
MEETING IN
CLUBHOUSE

GROUND
HOG’S DAY

7

8

9

14

15

16

Open Mahjong
night in the clubhouse at 7pm.

10

11

12

13

Open Mahjong
night in the clubhouse at 7pm.

17

18

19

20

VALENTINE’S
DAY

ACME IN
GLADWYNE IS
CLOSING

21

22

23

28

29

30

PRESIDENTS’
DAY
BUILDINGS/
GROUNDS
MEETING

24

25

Open Mahjong
night in the clubhouse at 7pm.

26

27

FEBRUARY
OPEN BOARD
MEETING IN
CLUBHOUSE
Open Mahjong
night in the clubhouse at 7pm.
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