Medicare Outpatient/Observation – Information Sheet

Medicare requires your physician and hospital to determine the correct billing status for your hospital stay.  This billing status is based upon the clinical guidelines regarding the severity of your illness, the intensity of the services that are provided to you and the expected length of your hospital stay.

You were admitted as inpatient but your Physician and the Hospital have determined that your correct billing status for this hospital stay is Outpatient, which means:

· You have an outpatient billing status, even though you are in a regular hospital bed and receive some of the same services as a patient with an inpatient billing status.

· Your outpatient/observation stay does not count toward the three-day inpatient stay requirement of admission to a skilled nursing facility.

· You may be liable for some charges on your bill if they are not covered under your Part B Medicare or if you do not have part B Medicare.

· You will be responsible for your yearly Part B deductible and any deductible co-insurance.

Please contact your Case Manager or the Case Management Department if you have additional questions or concerns.
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