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A The Indo-Pacific will continue to be at the centre of geo-political and geo-economic concern and major power contestation. Individual and
collective state response will determine whether peace and stability prevail in 2020. Vietnam will assume the Chairmanship of ASEAN in 2020; it will also mark its
25th anniversary of its admission to ASEAN. Vietnam will also join as non-permanent member of the UN Security Council in the 2020-2021 period. Vietnam will
have to carve out its priorities during this year which will have implications for ASEAN and the larger Indo-Pacific region. A preview of this could be seen in the recent
Vietnam’s Defense White Paper, with its 4 ‘No’s’. (no military alliance, no affiliation with one country to counteract the other, no foreign military base in the
Vietnamese territory). Malaysia too brought out its first Defence White Paper (early December) highlighting the growing threat from tension in the South China Sea
and terrorism, but it fails to map out a detailed strategy for 2020. Myanmar elections will be held in 2020 where the fate of National League for Democracy will be
decided whose position on the Rohingya issue has met with international criticism. New Zealand will also hold parliamentary elections in late 2020 as its 52nd
Parliament completes its term and pollsters predict it is going to be a close call. China and ASEAN will continue to engage on the Code of Conduct (CoC) negotiations
in 2020. According to one view, 2020 could see a mellowed China in 2020 preoccupied with domestic problems but the 2021 CoC deadline (which has progressed to an
SDNT (Single Draft Negotiating Text) could get extended further. The US is expected to continue its freedom of navigation operations (FONOPS) in the SCS to ensure
international access to their waterway. President Trump has proposed ASEAN-US Summit in 2020. His poor track record of attending ASEAN-led meetings is not a
good augury for the Vietnam meetings scheduled for 2020. From India’s perspective its proactive Act East Policy will get a boost with two recent announcements. India
will now have a Chief of Defense Staff (CDS) which will help consolidate its security policy between its three wings of armed forces. Also with Harsh Vardhan
Shringla (current ambassador to the US) taking over as the new Foreign Secretary, the new year could see greater attention to its eastern neighborhood and
organizations like ASEAN and BIMSTEC. India, criticized for opting out of the RCEP negotiations among the 16 countries (10 ASEAN plus Australia, Canada, India,
Japan, New Zealand and South Korea) could possibly join in 2020 (according to some reports) if its concerns on Rules of Origin, and market access (especially in

services) were met.
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= The noblest vocation and heritage of the Western Hemisphere is the aspiration for all its citizens to live under the rule of law and democracy. That
being said, my desire for 2020 is that we move away from the immobilized culture, remembering that the principle under which we founded our nations is that every
time an individual anywhere in the world is struck down the society as a whole suffers. The new decade has to be the one where we shift away from the global illiberal
alliance that seeks control and servitude from the individuals they govern. An example is my home town of Venezuela, once the richest economy and strongest
democracy in Latin America, is today immersed in misery and serfdom provoked by a tyrannical and criminal regime. Venezuela needs to be able to recover its
independence, rebuild its institutions and through justice restore its social fabric. It has never been clearer, the challenges we face are regional but common in its global
picture. The strength of the West comes from its founding values of democracy and justice, but also in its ability to be truly linked in actionable solidarity. My
aspiration is that the believers in freedom and fraternity strengthen their bonds of solidarity and are able to act anywhere they see injustice. That those ideas inherited
from Athens and Jerusalem empower individuals to give themselves governments of law and not of men.
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~ 1 'The most important event of 2020 for the region of
Western Balkans will be the Zagreb EU Summit in May that
will shed light on the European future of North Macedonia and
Albania. The decisions of the Summit will send a strong signal
to the entire region. If the EU decides for another postponement
in the enlargement process it risks to contribute to the loss of
domestic influence and positions for European-minded
politicians that would continue reforms. This might have long-
term repercussions for the region in terms of internal stability,
rule of law, functioning democracies, fight against organized
crime and corruption, as well as inter-state issues. It will be
particularly debilitating if public opinionin favor of EU
accession in North Macedonia shifts to disappointment and
withdraws support from pro-European voices in the April 2020
elections before the Summit. Another trend we should watch
out in 2020 is the map of energy projects, especially the ones
that involve Russia. The Russian Federation has long used
pipelines and investments in the energy sector as instruments
for geopolitical impact. The future of Turk Stream will
determine the level of energy dependency and political
entanglement of the region with Russia. The gas interconnector
Greece-Bulgaria is of increasing importance for the energy
diversification and security of the region. Against this
background, the EU must put efforts in preserving its relations
with the region and making sure that it does not allow for
political vacuum that would easily be filled by other players on
the geopolitical chessboard. Continued US involvement in the
region will contribute to its staunch Euro-Atlantic orientation.
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In 2019, the region of Southeast Europe did not miss the opportunity to miss the chance. It is certain that the international community and conflicting
interests of powerful countries bear part of the blame for destabilization of the region. In 2020, we can hope that the “geopolitical” European Commission will respond
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security policy, then the positive effects will have been experienced in the region by the end of 2020. The year 2020 will be characterized by an intensification of the IN 2020

dialogue between Belgrade and Pristina in order to find a sustainable solution, both acceptable and unacceptable, for any of the parties. The paradox is that negotiations

will succeed if the final agreement is bad for both, that is, if neither party is politically imposing itself as a winner in the dialogue. Unfortunately, the success of dialogue * L1eg7Er S war_

and stabilization of the region depends only partly on the countries in the region. We are witnessing the conflicts of interest of global powers in the SEE region and the : :Jrs:ai—ngiﬁn;iﬁtlons

use of various impact projection methods along with the full spectrum of hybrid activity. This is especially evident in the mainstream media, activities of NGOs, certain o East Mediterranean geopolitics

parts of political elites and tabloidization of security. However, despite conflicting interests in the Balkans, to some actors, the region clearly serves only to increase the S China — USA trade war
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relations should be expected. It is already likely that by 2020, politicians with incidental rhetoric should be retired. Despite the moderate optimism, economic and : Efsr;]l:r:irrnéza;;:;lgefvc;;]s India and Pakistan
political crises in the countries of the region and occasional security challenges should also be expected in 2020. Most important for the Western Balkans is a . Global migration flows

sustainable EU perspective on future accession, which should have no alternative neither in the region nor in EU countries. . Burkina Faso political instability and insecurity
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i\&g\\\f The current trends in Russia—EU relations carry a number of risks that should be mentioned when predicting possible scenarios for the further deterioration of these relations. The general deterioration of European security due to
the expiration of the INF Treaty, the degradation of confidence-building measures, and the start of an arms race, including hi-tech weapons (understanding that the military-political situation in Europe cannot change drastically in 2020, and
military spending in European countries is not expected to rise sharply). The continued competition for influence in the post-Soviet space, including Eastern Europe, the South Caucasus and Central Asia (the collapse of the political
coalition in Moldova in the autumn of 2019 is a negative sign), and the further divergence of stances on the Donbass settlement will have a particularly negative effect on relations. The intensification of sub-regional competition between
Russia and the European Union (this competition appears to be particularly dangerous in the Western Balkans, given the possibility of an acute political crisis in one or more of the countries in the region). The intensification of the
information war in Europe (in particular, the European Union may approve a “blacklist” of Russian media outlets, while Russia may significantly expand its own list of “undesirable” European organizations); we cannot rule out the
possibility that investigations may be launched in some EU states in connection with accusations of Russia interfering in their elections and supporting separatists and political extremists. The harsh confrontation between Russia and some
EU member countries in pan-European organizations (PACE, OSCE); 2020 will be a challenging year in the history of these organizations, which will be put under immense political pressure. The further politicization of energy cooperation
between Russia and the European Union (for instance, the emergence of new issues in completing work on Nord Stream 2; and the blatant refusal of some EU states to prolong gas contracts with Russia). The clash between Russian and
European interests in some regions of the world, including Africa and Latin America, and competition between Russia and Europe for preferential relations with Turkey might posit a particular issue. Unfortunately, “black swans” may very
well throw a spanner in the works — the unfortunate incident in Salisbury in March 2018 and the events in the Kerch Strait in November of the same year are prime examples. Such events may again lead to a deterioration of relations
between Moscow and Brussels, regardless of who is to blame. A distinctive feature of Russia—EU relations today is that significant progress should be visible along the entire line of interaction between the parties, while a single negative
event in any of these areas is enough to provoke a new crisis. This makes the process of restoring even limited cooperation extraordinarily fragile and unstable. This situation will continue throughout 2020. At the same time, we can identify
several most promising areas of Russia—EU cooperation where, under favorable circumstances, certain practical results may be achieved as early as 2020. Progress in settling the conflict in the east of Ukraine, expanding interaction in the
“shared neighborhood,” deepening interaction on Iran-related issues, launching full-fledged dialogue between the European Union and the Eurasian Economic Union, developing a new “energy/environmental plan” for Europe, preserving
pan-European areas, and developing a new “road map” for the development of the OSCE are the main fields of possible cooperation.
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