American Legion Post 326
P.O. Box 314
Manchaca, Texas 78652-0314
512-656-7410
Date:

March 2018

From:

Adjutant

Subject: Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting, 7 March 2018
Officers Present
Commander Phillip “Phil” Johnston; First Vice Commander Kenneth E. “Ken” Roe; Adjutant
Floyd Clark; Finance Officer and Finance & Budget Committee Chair Tom Harder; Sergeant-atArms, Thomas L. “Larry” Hohl; Service Officer, Robert C. “Bob” Jordan; Historian and
Membership Committee Chair, Robert J. “Bob” Pillmore; At-Large Officer and Veterans’
Scholarships Committee Chair and Charitable Donations Committee Chair, Clyde W. Walls
(Former Commander); At-Large Officer and High School Scholarships/Boy and Girls State
Committee Chair; Dr. Ronald O. “Ron” Stried; At-Large Officer William A. “Bill” English; At-Large
Officer Carl R. Becker.
Officers Absent
At-Large Officer Charles R. “Bob” Caudill.
Open Positions
Second Vice Commander and Chaplain
Agenda
Commander Johnston called the meeting to order at 1630 hour, and agendas were available to
all present. Copy attached.
Adjutant Floyd Clark reported that the minutes of the previous meeting were circulated and
corrections made. He moved that the minutes be approved for posting. Motion was seconded
and passed. He then said that he had completed the Annual Post Data Report for 2019, and
would send it to the Department Adjutant.
Finance Officer Tom Harder presented the Post Finance report, copy attached. This was
followed by a general discussion about possible financial actions. There was a general
discussion about the Golf Tournament finances.
Membership Committee Chair Robert “Bob” Pillmore said that we now have 145 members. He
said three members earned “pins” to be awarded at our next meeting. He then noted that golf
tournament updates, and the Post calendar, on our web site were an ongoing project
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Commander Johnston discussed the Vehicles for Veterans suggestion. An organization has a
project where a vehicle could be donated for the benefit of a veteran. The organization would
take ownership of the vehicle and dispose of it, and give the veteran a percentage of its value.
That percentage appeared to be about 36% of the value. The general discussion followed, and
it appeared that most of the Executive Committee members felt we ought to forego our
involvement with this project. Clyde Walls reported that research on line indicated that the
vehicles were sent to Mexico and sold for parts.
Service Officer Robert C. “Bob” Jordan talked about “The Range” shooting facility. He said
there was a possibility to get a guest speaker about it. He then noted that another guest
speaker might be Colonel Ronald Oliverio, commander of Akins High School Junior Reserve
Officer Training Corps (JROTC).
There was a discussion about guest speaker for our April meeting, and Tom Harder said he
would contact his neighbor Legionnaire Jerry Patterson.
Commander Johnston led a general discussion about the dinner billing process at the Country
Club. The discussion regarding OCC charges for dinner was for those members of the OCC
(who are Post members) who attended the December meeting and the February meeting. The
club charged some of them $22 per meal in December, and $34 per meal for the February
meal. Others were charged $34 per meal (which was correct for December), and $34 for
February. The December meal all-inclusive price should have been $34 per meal, and the
February meal all-inclusive price should have been $22 per meal. There was also a discussion
about granting students, who were veterans, free American Legion membership for their first
year. This may be a good way to attract new members.
"Commander Johnston made a motion that our Post would grant one year of free membership
to our Post to a total of 20 eligible student veterans. We would put a special stamp on about 20
applications and hand them out to the student veterans at our April meeting. Those who filled
out and submitted the especially identified application would be eligible for a free one year
membership. And, the Commander would call the newly created Buda Post and coordinate this
project." Dr. Ron Stried seconded the motion which passed unanimously.
At-Large Officer and High School Scholarships/Boy and Girls State Committee Chair; Dr.
Ronald O. “Ron” Stried said all four high school JROTC commanders are on board with our
scholarship program. He said the applications deadline is March 31st.
Dr. Stried said we had three boys from Hays High School selected to attend Boys State. The
school will do the selection, and our Post will provide the money for their attendance.
At-Large Officer and Veterans’ Scholarships Committee Chair and Charitable Donations
Committee Chair, Clyde W. Walls (Former Commander) reported about our veteran’s
scholarship program. He said one recipient from Houston-Tillotson University has not contacted
us. He said applications are on our Web Site, and the end of May is the deadline for
submissions. We are budgeted to award nine $2,000.00 scholarships.

He noted that the UT Student Veterans Association has asked for our Post’s support for
their end of semester get together. At our last meeting it was suggested that we could
contribute $500.00.
Commander Johnston read several thank you notes from scholarship recipients.
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Sergeant-at-Arms Thomas L. “Larry” Hohl reported on the number of Golf Tournament
teams that are committed.
Commander Johnston announced that he would attend the District 10 Convention that will be
held in Lockhart on April 7th. Floyd Clark noted that any member who plans to attend, must tell
the commander at or before our membership meeting in April. There is some paperwork to be
done, and they would need to plan ahead.
There was a general discussion about the Golf Tournament involving fund raising, donations,
and various other details.
Other Business
Commander Johnston said we should bring non-perishable food to our next membership
meeting in support of the University of Texas Student Veterans Association, many of whom are
members of our post. More information and details are attached to these minutes.
Other Business
Meeting was adjourned around 1805 hours.
Respectfully submitted.

Floyd Clark, Adjutant
Attachments:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Commanders Agenda
Finance Officer’s Report
UT SVA Food Collection Project
Commanders Contact with Buda Post
Email about Vehicles for Veterans
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Attached to Executive Committee minutes, 7 March 2018

AMERICAN LEGION POST 326 – EXEC COMMITTEE AGENDA
MEETING on 07 MAR 2018 at 4:30 PM
1630 CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER
Adjutant (Floyd Clark)


to indicate those in attendance
Attendees – 07 MAR 2018 Meeting
Phil Johnston

Ken Roe

Floyd Clark

Tom Harder

Bob Pillmore

Larry Hohl

Bob Jordan

Ron Stried

Bob Caudill

Clyde Walls

Carl Becker

Bill English

A = Absent

N = Unable to attend

√ = Present

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Adjutant:

Floyd Clark

1st Vice Commander

Ken Roe

Finance Officer

Tom Harder



Financial reports
o Operating account, Scholarship account, and Golf account
o Savings Account
o Investment Account
 Status of 2016-2017 Income Tax Filing
Membership, Webmaster & Historian Bob Pillmore


Membership status & recommendations for "AL pin awards" for sponsors of new
members
o There is a national pin for one to three members
o There are other pins
 Updates for website concerning the golf tournament
Service Officer
Bob Jordan
High School Scholarship Chairman:

Dr. Ron Stried

Boys/Girls State

Dr. Ron Stried
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Veteran Scholarship Chairman:





Clyde Walls

Status of scholarships from 2017
Schedule for application, review, selections for 2018 awards
Upcoming UT SVA event
Request for support on food contributions

Charitable Donations:

Clyde Walls

High School Oratorical:

TBD

Chaplain:

Position not filled at this time

Sergeant-at-Arms:

Larry Hohl
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Attached to Executive Committee minutes, 7 March 2018
Draft Schedule for the Upcoming Months
MARCH



On March 15th 1919 the American Legion was formed in Paris, and it was charted by
the Congress of the USA on September 16 th 1919. This year we celebrate the 99 th
birthday of the American Legion
On March 20th there is a Fundraising meeting scheduled at the OCC PDR at 1700

APRIL





On April 4th there is a General Meeting with social hour starting at 1800 (Speaker)
On April 7th there is a District 10 Convention at Lockhart
On April 20th there is a Fundraising meeting scheduled at the OCC PDR at 1700
April 27th is the target date for fundraising and player sign ups

MAY






On May 1st the Commander is to present medals and certificates to the Hays JROTC
unit at the Hays CISD Performing Arts Center
On May 2nd there is an Executive Committee meeting at the OCC at 1630
On May 9th we have dinner prior to the tournament and silent auction
On May 10th we have the golf tournament
The annual Consolidated Post Report is due to be submitted on the 30th or sooner

JUNE




Flag Day (Thursday, June 14th) needs to be scheduled with the Fire Department.
Will we have it on the Thursday, or a Saturday Prior/After?
On June 6th there is a General Meeting with social hour starting at 1800 (Speaker)
Boys State runs from June 10th to the 15th at the UT campus

JULY




Preparation for the 4th of July parade and picnic needs to start in the mid to late
May timeframe.
o Need to discuss and select a Grand Marshall
o Determine if there are any special requirements to obtain a parade permit
from the city of Austin based on changing "rules".
o Put out the US flags prior to the parade (Saturday, 30 June?) and pick them
up after the parade
o Notification to car clubs, motorcycle enthusiasts, community
o Procure candy to "toss out of the trucks to the people watching the parade"
o OCC golf cart to haul food to the park, loan of tables and chairs for picnic
o Parade starts at 0900
o Who would like to volunteer to coordinate the fire truck, police, and work with
OCHOA regarding picnic?
July 11th through the 15th are the dates for the Texas Department Convention in
San Antonio https://txlegion.org/conventions/department-convention/
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Attached to Executive Committee minutes, 7 March 2018

Attachment 1 - GOLF TOURNAMENT ACTIONS & SCHEDULE
Fundraising Meetings
 20 MARCH at the OCC Private Dining Room (PDR) starts at 1700
 20 APRIL at the OCC PDR starts at 1700
Golf Budget
 Status of funds collected versus our targets
 Forecast expenses for March, April, and May
OCC coordination (Clyde Walls)






Carts, food selection for lunch, drinks, setting up tables, banners, signs,
Photographer? Music? Sign up desk after the round?
Players' handicaps - will we need them? How and when are teams going to be placed in flights?
Long drive holes by age, by gender.
Par 3 contests - NEED TO DETERMINE ALL OF THE PAR 3 CONTESTS, DISTANCES
Hole

YDS

2

134

7

191

11

193

13

153

17

129

Description of Contest

Sponsor

Assistance

Player Acquisition (Larry Hohl)


Status

FUNDRAISING



Donations (check or cash) (PJ, Ken Roe)
Contributions (other than check/cash) (PJ, Ken Roe)
o Silent Auction (Bob Pillmore)
o Live Auction (TBD)

Miscellaneous Other Topics



Checking the banners in the shed to determine their status and suitability
o Arrange new ones, or replacements
Putting out the US flags prior to the tournament, picking them up after the tournament
o Usually takes 5 people with screwdrivers (to make holes for the flags)
o Takes about 45 minutes with two trucks to put them out; and another 45 or less to pick
them up
o Need lots of flags - from our shed
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Attached to Executive Committee minutes, 7 March 2018

Tom Harder <tomharder57@sbcglobal.net>
To
Phil Johnston Clyde Walls Ron Stried Bob Pillmore Ken Roe and 6 more...
Today at 3:31 PM
Dear Friends,
This is the final Finance Report for the period January 1st through February 28th, 2018. I have not yet
received the March Velocity Credit Union statements; but, according my current records, the balances for
our three accounts are as follows:
Operating Fund = $13,149.33
(January and February had 9 checks issued totaling $2,922.05 and 3 deposits totaling $868.00.)
Scholarship Fund = $5,000.00
(January and February had 14 checks issued to student veterans and collegiate freshmen totaling
$8,500.00.)
Golf Tournament Fund = $4,653.60 + $700.00 = $5,353.60
(January and February had 4 checks issued totaling $785.36 and 18 cash donations for $4,175.00. So
far, March has 3 more cash donations totaling $700.00.)
Also, we moved $78,000.00 from Riverstone Wealth Funds to our savings account at Velocity C.U. on
11/13/17. We invested $15,000 into an 18-month 1.45% Interest Rate Certificate of Deposit at Velocity
Credit Union on 1/22/2018. There is still about $21,000 invested at Riverstone.
If you have questions regarding any of this data, please bring them to today’s Executive Committee
Meeting.
Best regards,
Tom Harder
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Attached to Executive Committee minutes, 7 March 2018

To lkyle@onioncreekclub.com
CC Clyde Walls Tom Harder Floyd Clark Bob Pillmore Bob Caudill and 6 more...
Lee,
Clyde Walls informed me a few minutes ago that we can coordinate the below request through
you. In the next couple of days I would like to discuss the details with you, and our Post will
provide some plastic containers to be used to collect the donations of the non-perishable items at
a location suitable to you and club management. Please contact me to discuss. This is a very
worthy cause and we are proud to work with the club to collect and donate these items.
Thanks,
Phil Johnston
512-596-7777
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Phil Johnston <pjcougar@twc.com>
To Bill English Bob Jordan Bob Caudill Bob Pillmore Carl Becker and 6 more...
Just forwarding this to ensure that everyone knows about it
From: Phil Johnston [mailto:pjcougar@twc.com]
Sent: Wednesday, February 21, 2018 2:10 PM
To: Mandy Zboral (azboral@dggclubs.com)
Cc: Clyde Walls (cwalls1939@gmail.com)
Subject: UT SVA Food Drive

Hi Mandy,
Thanks for taking a few minutes this morning to discuss the non-perishable food drive that the
American Legion Post 326 at Onion Creek is involved with. As discussed the Post is seeking to
support the University of Texas Student Veterans Association, many of whom are members of
our Post. It would be very helpful if we could have some support from the OCC. The following
information probably needs to be passed to John Ferguson for further discussion as needed.
So, what is this all about? The UT Student Emergency Services (SES) Pantry is a worthy cause
and the UT SVA is trying to help them out by collecting non-perishable items (see the below
list).




Canned meats (examples: tuna, canned chicken, etc.)
Canned and boxed meals (soup, chili, stew, mac & cheese)
Peanut butter and other nut butters
9









Canned or dried beans and peas
Pasta, rice, cereal, dry mixes (example: pancake mix)
Canned fruits and vegetables
100% fruit or vegetable juices (canned, plastic, or boxed)
Shelf-Stable Milk (example: dry milk)
Healthy snacks (granola bars, nuts, dried fruit)
Any healthy, low-fat and/or low-sugar products

Food insecurity and persistent hunger due to a lack in financial resources is a major problem
among college students. It's one thing to put off a meal, but it's quite another to not know when
(or from where) your next meal will come. Statistically, non-traditional students are more likely
than traditional students to encounter food insecurity. SES is working hard to make a difference
for UT students in need, but the pantry's success is entirely dependent on the campus community.
This is a brand new resource at UT Austin and they need our help.
The Student Veteran Association's (SVA) decision to provide support for this cause came
because it is a resource that our their own student veterans can utilize. I believe our participation
in this particular community service event garners positive attention, and gives a face to our
members, by shedding light upon and raising awareness as to who the student veterans are on the
UT campus.
The UT SVA has linked up with Texas Transfer Students, Texas Sunshines, and the Students
Over 25 at UT to help integrate the SVA in other facets on campus. This partnership has already
begun, with overlapping social events, hopefully leading to a larger, more connected, and
personal community for our veterans at UT.
Having said that Post 326 intends to communicate to our members in the coming days and
announce our intentions to collect non-perishables as listed below at our upcoming April General
Meeting & Dinner on Wednesday, April 4th. Between now and April 4th we would like to be
able to gather contributions of items from Onion Creek Club members, and the community.
Is it possible to set up a box/carton/plastic container in a location near the entrance of the
OCC to enable people to drop items off?
Is it possible to have an announcement in the OCC newsletter or an email to members to let
them know about the “drive for non-perishable items”?
Please let me know if you have questions, concerns, or comments.
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Attached to Executive Committee minutes, 7 March 2018

Phil Johnston <pjcougar@twc.com>
To 'Stuart Hoyt'
CC Bob Pillmore Bob Jordan Clyde Walls Ron Stried Bob Caudill and 6 more...
Today at 1:08 PM

Stuart,
First of all “THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE”. As the Commander of the newly
formed Post 213 in Buda, you have 30 members and undoubtedly would like more.
The concept that our Executive Committee has been discussing to increase
membership in the Post is to offer one free year of membership to honourably
discharged veterans. Our initial thoughts are to offer that to the first 20 that apply. We
are going to focus on the UT, TSU and other local colleges who have several vets
enrolled.
Having further discussion, we were talking about how to help the San Marcos and Buda
posts to increase membership. We don’t know much about the current financial position
of the posts in south Austin, or the membership status, but we wanted to encourage
discussion and see if we can come up with any collaborative actions that would help.
The Post 326 Membership Chair is Bob Pillmore who can be reached at
512-292-1194 or 921-5952
bob.pillmore@gmail.com

Let’s see if we can initiate a discussion face to face and come up with some ideas. I do
not have the answer, but maybe we can work out a methodology in the coming
months. I have copied the Post 326 Executive Committee members on this email to
make sure that we all are aware of the concept as it stands right now.
Phil Johnston
512-596-7777
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Attached to Executive Committee minutes, 7 March 2018
From: Stuart Hoyt [mailto:stu_hoyt@yahoo.com]
Sent: Thursday, March 8, 2018 9:24 AM
To: Phil Johnston; bjordan3
Subject: Re: Post Commanders
Bob,
My home is (512) 268-0842.
My cell is (512) 787-7312
Stu
\___/Smile!
On Wednesday, March 7, 2018, 6:57:53 PM CST, bjordan3 <bjordan3@austin.rr.com> wrote:
Phil, here is Stu’s email address. I copied him so he knows you want to discuss post business with him. I
could not locate his phone number, so he will need to send it to us via email.

Bob Jordan
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Attached to Executive Committee minutes, 7 March 2018

EMAIL REQUEST FROM LINDSEY HUTCHINSON
I am reaching out to you today to inform you about our vehicle donation program called Vehicles For
Veterans. We pick up vehicles locally in your city. I was wondering if you could add our like to your
website so we are able to make more people aware of our
services. http://www.vehiclesforveterans.org/
The type of vehicles we will pick-up or tow free of charge are: cars, motorcycles, boats, personal
watercrafts, ATV's, Rv's and trailers. The proceeds from the donations go to support disabled veterans
and other causes for our nation's veterans. These causes include, but are not limited to, health and
wellness, employment, medical care, disability, pension, and housing.
SHOULD WE ADD THIS SERVICE TO OUR WEBSITE?
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