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[bookmark: _Hlk191395563]“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (2 Corinthians 1:2, NRSVUE) (2) Amen.
We have finally arrived at what we have been walking through this season of Lent together for in these oh so long last forty days. We have finally arrived at this awkward yet amazing and oh so wonderful period that is just smack dab in the middle of the Seasons of Lent and Easter. It starts tonight with our Maundy Thursday Service, and then it moves on to Good Friday, and it all concludes at the Easter Vigil on Saturday evening. It is here where we focus intensely on Christ’s passage from death to life. Now, I grew up knowing it as the Triduum, or more specifically the Paschal Triduum. Of course, that Greek and Latin find a way to creep back in for a moment. However, in the Lutheran Church we more commonly refer to this season as the Three Days. So, it is here where I truly do welcome and invite you into this time of deep reflection and prayer. It is here where we continue to allow the stories unfold as we join each other these next few consecutive days whether on a conference call, in this worship space, or out there in the world where others are gathered.
Alright, as we move forward together, it is tonight that we have come to realize that we are indeed paying respect and honor to the Jewish Festival of the Passover where “Israel remembered its deliverance from slavery in Egypt.” (1) It is tonight that we are reminded “Jesus is the lamb who delivers God’s people from sin and death.” (1) It is tonight that we celebrate the Last Supper, the Lord’s Supper, Holy Communion, together at the table with one another. It is tonight that we hear the all too familiar Words of Institution as the bread and the wine are blessed and held up as His body given for us, and His blood shed for us of the new covenant. It is tonight that we continue on in “faithful participation in this meal as a living proclamation of Christ’s death until he comes in the future.” (1) It is tonight that all of this unfolds and we live into it.
Then, as if all that was not enough for one evening and focus, it is tonight where we also get the brilliant imagery of the Foot Washing. It is tonight that we get the very example Jesus had given to serve one another, just as he did, and not just simply as he instructed. It is also tonight where we get the New Commandment delivered to the disciples back then, and to all of us right here and right now, and that is to love one another, just as Christ loved us. And, more importantly, just as Christ continues to love each and every single one of us day in and day out.
Now, that is some powerful stuff right there if you ask me folks! And, I will admit that a lot of those words and that very imagery truly does stand on its own. Of course, we could choose to try and focus on it all and really muddy the waters here, and we could just simply do too much in the short time that we have together here this evening. However, I am not going to do that to you, or even to myself. I am going to focus on a particular thing or two in my quest to open up some more understanding for all of us, and truly hope that I can help create a continued hunger for all of us to continue diving deeper into our studies and what these words truly say to us tonight and onward in our continued faith journeys.
So, with that being said, let’s dig in here. For me, this time around in these studies and this approach to this sermon, verse 35 stands far above anything else. Verse 35 says, “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” (2) Jesus shows a love that Peter cannot imagine or even fully come to understand. Peter initially wants nothing to do with Jesus washing his feet. After all that is not to be the work of Jesus, for that is the work of a servant. Teachers do not wash feet, they teach, and yet Peter has no clue that is precisely what Jesus is doing here… He is teaching! Jeus is completely reversing the mentality and the structure, and he is radically doing so. Now, there is also a reason that this foot washing did not occur right when these disciples came in the door. There is a reason that this has taken center stage for the evening. Jesus is teaching his disciples that they can do the greatest of all things, that they can show their love and respect to and for one another, and not by doing the most wonderful and awesome things, but by doing the most simple and mundane things that are oh so very important. 
Of course, Peter could not just stand for this, and of course Peter has to take it up a notch or two and say if you are going to do this then Jesus why not go ahead and wash all of me. How ridiculous is that?!?! We all have probably shook our heads a time or two, or even more, as we continue to hear about Peter. Yet, if we were there, let’s be honest, we may have very well had the same mindset, or have even acted the same exact way. Jesus was indeed in the flesh standing right in front of and with them, and why not take full advantage of that? So, you go ahead with that Peter! Then, like all of us, Peter is drawn back in. He is reminded that he is clean, and it is just his feet that are dirty, as they have been out there trampling down roads going through dirt and mud, and who knows what else on their journey. So, it is time to clean feet and prepare for what is ahead. It is time to slow down and refocus. It is also where the piercing words, the very realization, that no matter how deep Jesus’ love and commitment to his disciples would be here, that even this foot washing and this showing of love, would not be enough as one would still betray him and hand him over. The greatest of love, in the flesh, among them and among us, is still not enough at that moment, because the story must go on, and scripture must be fulfilled. Yet, we learn that Christ’s love is not conditional, and Christ’s love is eternal, no matter how much we mess up, and thanks be to God for that!
So, as we begin to wrap things up here, we come to realize that “Jesus gives the “mandatum,” the commandment that gives Maundy Thursday its name: “I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.” (4) However, this is precisely where I say verse 35 hits me. This is precisely where I say verse 35 is so vital to understanding and even comprehending all of this. Again, we hear the words, “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” (2) If you ask me this embodies precisely what Luther speaks of when he tells us to go out there into the world and be “little Christs.” When we leave this Worship Space and this Conference Call this evening we are to continue on Jesus’ work out there in the world. We are not to go out there with our theology or even thump people over the head with our Bibles and the scripture within it. We are to go out there in a simpler way. We are to go out there and love one another… that’s it! It is then, and only then, that everyone will truly know that we are indeed His disciples!
Amen.




















John 13:1-17, 31b-35 (NRSVUE)
The story of the last supper in John’s gospel recalls a remarkable event not mentioned elsewhere: Jesus performs the duty of a slave, washing the feet of his disciples and urging them to do the same for one other.

1 Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2 The devil had already decided that Judas son of Simon Iscariot would betray Jesus. And during supper 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands and that he had come from God and was going to God, 4 got up from supper, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. 5 Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 7 Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 8 Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” 9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 10 Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.” 11 For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.”

12 After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had reclined again, he said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? 13 You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for that is what I am. 14 So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15 For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. 16 Very truly, I tell you, slaves are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. 17 If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.”

31b “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 32 If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33 Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34 I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
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