One hour.  SLIDE
60 minutes, 

3600 seconds.  


That is all the longer it took for Babylon to fall.  

Do you believe that? 


 All of the brokenness, 


the lies, 


the unrepentant sin, 



all comes crashing down in under an hour?  

Do you believe that during the time we are in this service together, 


that we could walk out at the end of our time together 



and find the world completely changed?  

Do you think that after the charge and bendiction, 


you could head next door 


and before you grab cup of coffee, 



check your phone to find Babylon has fallen?

Before you answer, 


lets make sure we are talking about the same thing.  SLIDE
For anyone who stayed awake in history class knows 


Babylon fell in 539 BC to Darius the Great.  

But we are 12 weeks into this, 


and we know that Babylon is a symbol for something.  

Jesus' mention of 7 hills 


in verse 17:9 SLIDE


clues us in that he may be referring to Rome itself.  

Now the reality is, 


the Great Empire of Rome did not fall in an hour.  

It took much longer than that. SLIDE

A whole week, 


7 days, 


or 168 hours 



before the Visigoths and Vandals 




were standing where mighty Caesar stood and ruled from.  

But before any empire fell, 


before the British, Spanish, Roman, Egyptian, 


Babylonian, or Persian Empire reigned, 



there was another great gathering of humanity.  

Between Noah's flood and Abraham's birth, 


in around 2200 B.C, 


or 4200 years ago, 



humanity gathered together with an idea.  SLIDE
The idea came to life with a tower.  


The people said,  



“Come, let us build ourselves a city, 




with a tower that reaches to the heavens, 



so that we may make a name for ourselves.”  


Babylon then becomes a code word throughout scripture 



for places that try to live without God's influence. 

So as we work through the Old Testament, SLIDE

Ninevah becomes Babylon, 


so does Tyre, 


then Persia, Greece, 


and finally Rome in our passage today.  

It is also fitting 


that Israel goes into Exile in Babylon.  

They went to the place named 


after people wanting to live without God 

the reason,


for wanting to live without God.  

Remember, 


God honors our choices 


and often has a poetic sense of justice.  SLIDE
So when we hear the term Babylon, 


we need to equate humanity trying to build society 



without God.

Now we are really good at naming all the places 


other people are living without God.  

But where in your life is Babylon springing up?  


Yes, 



the USSR fell, 


but is God's character really in play in our government?  

The God who tell us over and over, SLIDE

“Do not oppress the widow or the fatherless, 



the alien or the poor.”  

Or we always know that there are a lot worse things on the internet SLIDE

and television than what we watch, 

but just because there is something worse, 


does not mean what we are watching is good.  

The academy of science is sometimes seen as a place to mislead people.  SLIDE

The academy itself has no issue with God.  



Many scientists see their results 




showing God's faithfulness, 




consistency, and creativity.  


Our issue comes when we put science on a throne 



it does not occupy.  


Science can only tell us what is, 



not what ought to be. 


When science is telling us what ought to be, 



we have put it in a place where God alone belongs.  




We've created a new Babylon.

As we look at the lamentations of a fallen Babylon, 


it can be disturbing to process 



what the world without God looks like.  

The instability of the world is scary 


to people who make meaning out of patterns,



 like humans do.  SLIDE
The reason that Babylons continue to fall, 


is that evil self-destructs.  

Look at any Wikipedia entry 


on the fall of any empire or business.  

I said Rome fell to the Vandals and Visigoths, 


but so many pieces were out of place beforehand



that they were just the death blow.  

In our text at 18:12-13, SLIDE

there is a long list of things that were lost when the city collapsed.  



“Gold, silver, precious stones and pearls” 




top the list of 29 things.  

What does it say about us 


when at the very end, 



just after cattle and sheep; 



horses and carriages; 


comes the “bodies and souls of men.” ? 

The very thing 


that is supposed to reflect the glory of God 



is the bottom of the list of value in Babylon.  

Telling someone they are better than fine flour 


is to move them up six places in Babylon's scale of worth.  



Still nowhere close to valuable as marble or gold.  

Look at our headlines, SLIDE

the thought pervades still today 



as wars continue 



and people die 




as we negotiate for precious metal rights. 


People starve in Gaza 



so we can protect our investments in Israel.  

Why does this happen?

Our passage starts off 


with a name that has had a fair amount of pushback 



from both sides of the church.  SLIDE
The title Prostitute or Whore 


is one that both sides of the church would prefer not to use 



for two different reasons.  

The conservative because we don't like using such language 


and the liberal because we don't want to shame those 



who have found a way to make a living 




engaging in the world's oldest business.  

As we mentioned earlier, 


when sexual immorality came up, SLIDE
John is pointing back to Hosea 


and other places that show us that Israel's idolatry 



is like being an unfaithful partner.  

We will see what a faithful partner looks like next week 


as we look at the bridegroom.  

But Eugene Peterson does a wonderful job unpacking 


what Jesus is getting at by using this term whore.  

Here are some highlights:SLIDE
“The Great Whore image is not about sex, 


it is a metaphor for worship gone wrong”SLIDE
...Whoredom is sex connected with money.  


The physical union of the sexes is given an price tag.  


When the intercourse has been paid for, 



the relationship is at an end.  


Until whatever time it is paid for again.  



The coupling is sexual, 



the relationship is commercial.SLIDE
The terrible thing about the whore 


is not that she takes strangers to bed with her...


but that once getting them there 



she uses her body to lie about life.  


There is no joining of lives, 



only of genitals...


Whoredom uses sex 



to lie about life: 




the truth of life is that 





love is a gift, 





that relationships are commitments, 





that sexuality is the sacrament of spirituality.  SLIDE

The whore's lie is that 



love is purchased, 



that relationships are “deals.”SLIDE
It is the diabolical inversion of 


“you are bought with a price” 


to “I can get it for you wholesale.””  
Next week, we will see the same physical intimacy being offered 


with the marriage supper of the lamb.  

The costs are different, 


but so are the benefits.  

Love is offered as a gift, 

the relationship is a long term commitment 


that lasts through the trials 

Instead of a purchase 


that comes with a deal.

That is also why she falls so fast.  


Once people realize 



they have no long term commitment to her, SLIDE

they can stand at a distance 



and watch her burn, 




whether they be kings, merchants, or sea captains.  

The benefits will be missed, 


but they are not losing a friend, 


just a deal that can be found in the next Babylon down the road.  

This is why Babylon takes on the name of a prostitute or Whore.  


She is providing a service, 


not a relationship.

We long for the days of the relationship, 


do we not?  SLIDE
When a handshake meant more 


than a piece of paper, 



because there was a relationship with the people 




we were making plans with.  

We know the power of that 


and God always has as well.  

That is why God has pursued has so persistently 


and tried time and again 



to show us how us 




trying to make this thing called life work without him 



is just pure foolishness.  




But we keep trying.

Satan is going to keep propping up 


all kinds of Babylons for us to follow.  

We need to be asking ourselves, 


what does my relationship with this look like?  SLIDE
If it is a deal 


instead of a gift, 

don't be surprised when the deal is gone in under an hour.  

That is the difference between the stock market 


and a family owned business.  

This year has been volatile enough 


to watch money evaporate 


and magically reappear 



because of tweets of 280 characters or less.

These Babylons are going to come and go.  


I guarantee the United States of America is going to fall as well.  

Not necessarily because of any administration, 


but because it is not the Kingdom of God 


and does not fully embrace the ways of God's Kingdom.  

In the end, 


only the Kingdom of God will be left standing.  

Only it, because it is based on a gift, 



the blood of Jesus Christ.  


He bought you with a price.  

The relationship is for all eternity.  

To choose anything else, 


is to choose something that will crumble in the space of an hour.

So what can we do SLIDE

if we found ourselves with at least a P.O. Box, 


if not a mansion in Babylon?  

Two words, SLIDE

“Come out.”  

18:4 gives us this simple and clear advice.  


Come out.  

But where are we to go, 


because I am pretty sure that Skagway has some Babyloness to her?  

Do we need to start a commune in the woods, 


or at least a private Christian Charter school to be safe 



or keep our kids safe?  

No.  
SLIDE

It is the simple call that Peter first put to the church, 



be in the city, 



but not of the city.  

We will need the church in this hard task,


 brothers and sisters to support us in our walk.  

To tell us when we are trending towards “of”.  


But we will also need to be in the city 



showing where our business policies, 



municipal goals, 



and community pride 




are putting other things in the place of people.  



Valuing gold over human lives.  

Pointing to another way 


where our relationships and love 



are more valuable than our business profits 



or yelp review.  

This is only possible 


when we are living in a world with God, 

as opposed to without God, SLIDE

also known as Babylon.  



Which can fall in an hour or less, 




guaranteed!  

Because when the time paid for is up, 


the relationship is over, 



until we have the money to pay again.  

Don't believe the hype,


 go for the true relationship and the true love 



that God freely offers to each of us as a gift.
