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     Welcome to TCC and your Natural Science class! This course is designed to assist you in developing an understanding of our natural world. The topics we will explore include:
                                                        
                                                        * the scientific process

                                                        * cell structure and cell function

                                                        * bioenergetics

                                                        * basic chemistry

                                                        * DNA, inheritance and evolution

                                                        * anatomy/ physiology

     You will have access to learning aids posted on my web page (URL highlighted above) for each new topic. I do not rely on power point presentations but do employ a wide variety of visual and kinesthetic learning tools. In addition, most topics will have outlines available for downloading which can serve as a foundation for your notetaking. Please print out a copy of each outline and bring it to class. The outlines will also serve as a study guide for our quizzes. Not every bit of information in the book will be explored in class and not everything explored in class will be in the book so regular attendance will improve your chances of doing well. You will be required to study only the information discussed in class as my quizzes are not taken from the textbook test bank but rather created with our class discussions in mind. The quizzes, a combination of open ended questions in the form of short essay, short answer, fill in the blank and matching, will be based on the goals questions posted on our course website.
     
     Each class will begin with a brief review of previously explored information after which we will 

discuss new information.  Some topics will require less time…others more time. In order for us to develop a working dialogue, it will be helpful if you make yourself familiar with the material we plan to discuss prior to coming to class. Read the posted outlines on our course webpage and look at the posted pictures. The textbook is also a great source of information. Come to class prepared to ASK questions.        

Grading
     Your grade will be based on three assessments (quizzes), each worth 30 points. I do not give a midterm exam or a cumulative final exam. You will complete the 3rd quiz during our scheduled final exam period but it does not count any more heavily than the other quizzes.  
     
      It is important that you are present for our quizzes. Make-up quizzes are available only on a very limited, emergency basis and ONLY with PRIOR approval and satisfactory documentation. Make-up quizzes will not be given for vacations or scheduling conflicts. If you simply do not show up for a quiz, you will NOT have access to a make-up quiz. The only exception to this policy is if a LIFE ALTERING event occurs moments before the assessment begins. Please do not ask for special consideration in any other case. There are NO make-ups available for the 3rd and final quiz.    
     
     For each quiz, I record the point value you earn. If you would like to determine the percent value for your quizzes, just divide the number of points YOU achieved on a quiz by the value of the quiz. Then multiply that quotient by 100. For example:
If you achieved 26 points on a quiz, divide 26 by 30  = .86 X 100 = 86%  

Attendance:    
     In addition to our quizzes, you have an opportunity to earn 10 points for attending and participating in class. You may have heard that attendance is strongly correlated to success in school. Statistically, students who show up for class do better than students who do not. To encourage attendance, attendance rosters will be available PRIOR to the start of every class. Please sign in with your initials as you walk into class. The rosters will be put away promptly when class begins. PLEASE try not to arrive late. It is very distracting and disrespectful to your fellow students. If you do arrive late, you may sign in after class by placing an “L” in the column next to your name. Walking in two minutes late is still walking in late. Please do not try to justify why you are late…just quietly take your seat. It is your responsibility to remember to sign in each day. If you forget to sign in, you will not be permitted to sign in next class. 
     
     In an 8 week course, you will be given TWO free pass for being absent or late for lecture. Traffic, illness, babysitters cancelling, etc. may prevent you from attending all classes or always being on time. So if you are absent/late < 3 times, you will receive 10 points added to your total point value. For each absence or tardiness thereafter, two points will be subtracted from this ten point allotment. Catastrophic issues (death of immediate family member, long term hospitalizations, etc) will be considered on a case by case basis. Active duty service members or reservists on active status should contact me early in the semester to discuss any TADs or upcoming deployments. 
     
     Class participation also improves learning outcomes and makes our class more enjoyable. Towards that end, please turn OFF your phones and secure them in a bag or pocket when class begins. If you prefer to use a laptop or tablet to facilitate notetaking, you’ll be asked to sit in the front two rows. If you choose to use your electronic devices to text, call, fb, email or surf the web during class, or if you are disruptive or display poor attention skills, you will lose your attendance points for that class period. 

     In summary, your grade is a simple accumulation of points. You will complete three, 30 point quizzes and earn up to 10 attendance/participation points.     30 + 30 + 30 + 10 = 100 points = 100%
NAS2 is a pass/fail course. You must earn an overall grade of 70% (70 points out of 100) in order to pass. 

“Extra” Credit:
     You will have the opportunity to earn “extra credit” points at the start of each class by volunteering to answer one of our review questions during our class review at the start of each class period. You’ll be asked to explain your answer to the class. If you answer the question you select correctly, you’ll earn 1 point which will be added to your 3rd quiz grade. Students will be permitted to earn a maximum of 5 extra credit points. 

Registration Information
      If you feel the need to withdraw any time during the semester, it is your responsibility to submit your withdrawal slip to the registrar. Withdrawals are NOT permitted after TCC’s withdrawal period ends. If your name is on the class roster when the semester ends, you will receive a grade. 

Honesty is the best policy
      TCC enforces a strict academic misconduct policy. I personally have no patience for students who choose to cheat. Cheating is disrespectful to your fellow students, disrespectful to your school, disrespectful to me and will seriously destroy your credibility. Academic misconduct includes, but is not limited to, giving or receiving information while taking a quiz, copying from another person on a graded assignment, using unauthorized materials during a quiz, and plagiarizing someone else’s work in a written assignment. If you do make the unfortunate decision to cheat, you will be referred to the Division Dean for disciplinary action.   

Documented Disabilities
      If you have a documented disability, please see me early in the semester so that we can work together to ensure your NAS2 experience is both positive and productive. For professional assistance with a documented disability, or to receive information on how to document a disability, please contact the Education Accessibility Counselor at 822-7752. 
Please contact me.
     If you need to speak with me for any reason, please feel free to contact me at: kkbrilakis@gmail.com This email address is also listed my webpage. In the case of an emergency, please text/call me at: 703.498.9997.  We can also speak before and after class.  If additional time is needed, we can meet in the library or in the cafeteria for instruction or review.
