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A Message from the President:
IALHA Nationals in Virginia
One thing is for sure: ERAHC made
the most out of the opportunity to
have the IALHA National Championship Show in our back yard. We
had a good turnout of competitors, spectators, and volunteers. It
was like our usual family reunion
at Lexington each year, only this
time most of us who attended
could actually take the time to visit
a bit more and watch more of the
classes while the IALHA team was
busy managing the show.
For those of us who get deeply
involved in organizing/managing
the ERAHC shows, it was also a
tremendous opportunity to observe another organization’s process to see what worked better and what didn’t.
The officers, board, and committee chairs conducted our usual debrief immediately afterward, just as if we had been the ones responsible for the show. It was a very
instructive and important exercise, especially considering we will be breaking in a
new show manager for 2016 and therefore will not be able to rely on the depth of
experience we have enjoyed for so many years with Linda Denniston at the helm.
One of the things learned from the debrief—this coming directly from the
judges—was that there were multiple rules violations by exhibitors who either
had the wrong tack, improper attire, or were holding their reins incorrectly for
specific classes. Had the judges actually enforced the rules and disqualified
those not in compliance, there would have been a lot of people seriously upset.
As we know, USEF has a very detailed rulebook that specifies the requirements
for each of the types of classes, but my guess is that most amateur competitors
don’t think to look online and find out what is actually required. What adds a
degree of complexity is that a competitor often has to comb through multiple
divisions in the rulebook (e.g., Carriage Pleasure, Equitation, Reining) in addition
to the A/L division, depending on the classes offered.
For the past number of years, ERAHC has put together a “Guide to Tack & Attire Requirements” that consolidates those portions of the USEF Rulebook that
specify tack and attire requirements for the classes ERAHC offers. This guide is
available on ERAHC’s website for competitors to use, but we also arm the Warmup Steward at our shows with a copy to help competitors ensure they’re in compliance while they still have time to make changes before their class starts. But
based on the National show experience, we decided to take this a step further
by rolling out a “Know Before You Go” campaign to help everyone involved in
showing become more aware of the specifics required in the show ring. Our primary goal for ERAHC shows is that all participants (competitors, trainers, owners, spectators) have a pleasant show experience. One way to help that effort is
to make sure there are no unpleasant surprises, especially ones that could easily
be avoided. So stay tuned: There’ll be more to follow.
Jeanne Bond
President, ERAHC

Photo courtesy of Mary Koechert

In this Issue
•
•
•
•
•

A Message from the President
ERAHC at Nationals
Member Experiences at Nationals
Glen Aryn Farm and Dressage at Devon
2015
Trainer’s Corner: Equine Ecumenism

Acknowledgments
Many thanks to the ERAHC members who
sent photos and comments on their IALHA
Nationals experience: Jeanne Bond, Lori
Glazier, Mary Koechert, Melody Light, and
Lynnette Powell. Many others will be able to
experience this special event through your
eyes. Special thanks go to Bruce Harbin of
In-Focus Equine Photography—ERAHC’s
professional show photographer in 2013
and 2014—who attended the show on his
own (and as an ERAHC member) and provided the wonderful photos of the Saturday
night exhibition (too many to put them all
in this issue, but others will grace future
ERAHC graphics). And thanks to Cynthia
Roberts for her contribution about the esteemed Devon horse show and her stallion’s accomplishments there. Finally, thanks
to Glenn Cochran for his always-insightful
Trainer’s Corner, encouraging us all to keep
thinking.

Hoof Prints

ERAHC OFFICERS,
BOARD of DIRECTORS, COMMITTEES

is published four times a year by
ERAHC—The Eastern Region Andalusian Horse Club

and is mailed or emailed to all current members.

Submit articles and ads for Hoof Prints to:
erahceditor@earthlink.net
Or they may be mailed to:
Carol M. Stockton
Editor, Hoof Prints
278 Eagle View Lane
Bumpass, VA 23024

Officers
Jeanne Bond, President
301-520-5350
halcyonfarm@hotmail.com

All articles, photos, and advertising submitted are subject to the approval of ERAHC, which may
edit, revise, modify, or make other changes to the content submitted for use in the newsletter or
in any other publication of ERAHC. Such changes may be made without prior notice. In the event
that changes are made to a submitted article, the newsletter staff will attempt to contact the original
submitter for their comments and feedback on the edit. It may not be possible to do this in every
instance. The newsletter staff will use their discretion in attributing credit for articles and photos
submitted.
Reasonable efforts are taken to ensure the accuracy and integrity of the information provided
by ERAHC in this newsletter, but ERAHC is not responsible for misprints, out-of-date information,
technical or pricing inaccuracies, typographical, or other errors.
By submitting content to ERAHC, the submitter accepts all liability for the content and warrants
to ERAHC that the content is true, is not libelous or defamatory, violates no rights of privacy, does
not infringe on any trademark or copyright, and complies with applicable federal, state, and local
laws and regulations. By submitting content to ERAHC, the submitter warrants that he or she owns
or otherwise has proper license to the intellectual property therein.
Manuscripts for articles and copy for classified ads must be submitted in Word or in the body of
an email. If mailed, please provide cd or dvd.

Deadlines for Articles and Ads
Issue				Articles			Ads
Spring 2015			
March 6th		
March 13th
Summer 2015			
June 26th		
July 3rd
Fall 2015			
September 11th		
September 18th
Winter 2015			
December 4th		
December 11th
Advertising in Hoof Prints
• Until further notice, Hoof Prints will be printed in grayscale, but please submit color copy, as the pdf version (emailed and posted online) is full color.
• Acceptable graphic formats are .tif, .jpg, .psd, and .pdf and should be at
least 300 dpi. The advertiser is responsible for the quality of copy and
graphics provided.
• Copy less than 10mb may be emailed, or copy may be sent on cd or dvd.
Payment must be received at the address above before the deadline(s) for
advertising to be included in the following issue(s).
• Please make checks payable to: ERAHC
• Note on check that payment is for newsletter ad
• Mail payment to:
Mindy Finelli
			Cornerstone Andalusians
			
825 County Road 579
			Flemington, NJ 08822
Ad Size (maximum w x h)
(Note: Ads not submitted at correct
size and proportions will be resized as
needed and may not fill assigned space.)

Per Issue
Per Year (4 issues)
Regular Business Regular
Business
Members
Members

Susan Hart, Vice President
919-304-2688
hart@oakleaffarm.com
Cynthia Roberts, Secretary
703-966-7377
info@glenarynfarm.com
Mindy Finelli, Treasurer
908-788-1750
cornerstoneandalusians@comcast.net

Board of Directors
Maria Blackstone
423-235-9070
mblackstone@renaissancefarmtn.com
Jill Glasspool Malone
434-286-3151
cieloazure@gmail.com
Elizabeth Morosani
828-280-8111
thegoodhorse@aol.com
Janet Tenney
937-456-1244
janet1@ttenney.com
Rosalie Wenckoski
740-676-6271
rwenckoski@1st.net

Committees
Bylaws
Linda Denniston
Communications
Susan Hart
Education/Promotion
Jill Malone
Membership
Mindy Finelli
Nominations
Rosalie Wenckoski

Full page (7.5” x 9.875”)

$50

$45

$180

$160

Half page – horizontal (7.5” x 4.875”)
or vertical (3.6875” x 9.875”)

$40

$35

$140

$120

Show
Mindy Finelli/Jeanne Bond

Quarter page (3.6875” x 4.875”)

$25

$20

$80

$60

Website
Mindy Finelli

$45

$35

Business card (3.6875” x 2”)
Classified – 50-word limit
– Includes one 1” x 1.5” photo
(approximate size) with ad

Fall—Page

2

—
Free to members
$5 non-members

Free to members
$15 non-members

Year-End Awards
Rosalie Wenckoski

Hoof Prints

ERAHC at Nationals
by Carol Stockton
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Photo by CM Stockton

shows that we convinced IALHA would be a good idea for
them too. Folks seemed to enjoy this addition to the national
show, and I know it gave ERAHC members an opportunity to
continue impressing other attendees with our notorious friendliness, not to say our propensity for good food and drink.
Friday and Saturday also were punctuated with IALHA’s special awards. I just have to mention two ERAHC members in
this context: Elizabeth Morosani’s Sonrisa TLM received the
IALHA Half-Andalusian Horse of the Year Award, and Cynthia
Roberts’s Aragon GAF received the IALHA Lifetime Achievement Award.
The highlight of Saturday was the evening exhibition, featuring a Working Equitation demonstration, the equine star of the
movie Hidalgo, a display of the art of vaulting, and a dizzying
array of costume, classical, dressage, and Western exhibitions.
Check the volunteer list above to see the extensive participation by ERAHC members and their horses.
The show wound up on Sunday with traditional Spanish and
Portuguese breed classes, presided over by the Spanish (Mercedes Gonzales Cort) and Portuguese (Ruy Rosado) judges. As
always, it’s a treat to see our horses displayed in their traditional native manners.
Let’s hope that IALHA enjoyed their Virginia experience
as much as ERAHC did, so they’ll come back in a few years.
When they do, plan on making the trip. It’s a special experience. For now, though, I hope you enjoy this special issue
of Hoof Prints, much of which is a photo essay of the 2015
Nationals experience as seen
through the eyes and cameras
(or phones?) of some of our
members. I debated a lot on
the order to present these and
never did find anything logical.
By the way, ERAHC will
be back at the Virginia Horse
Center in full force again next
year. We’ll be back in our “old
home” at the East Complex,
by popular vote. The dates will
be September 1, 2016, for the
dressage show and September
2–4 for the breed show. Mark
your calendar!
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This year, ERAHC opted not to hold its own show in order to
accommodate the first-ever IALHA National Championship
Show held at the Virginia Horse Center in Lexington, Virginia,
August 26–30. The show had a great turnout, with 146 horses
and a total of more than 600 entries. ERAHC members turned
out both to show and volunteer to help make the show a success.
We want to begin by recognizing and thanking all of you
who volunteered in many positions:
• Linda Denniston, our volunteer coordinator, was also a
IALHA show committee member, dressage coordinator,
and exhibition participant
• Arielle Blackstone, ERAHC booth, gate operator, exhibition participant
• Maria Blackstone, Friday night barn party coordinator,
ERAHC booth coordinator, exhibition participant, dressage scribe
• Jeanne Bond, regional outreach, stall assignments, Working Equitation scribe, dressage scribe
• Becky Brok, IALHA show committee member
• Betty Calhoun, dressage scorer
• Una Clancy, dressage runner, Working Equitation gate
operator, Working Equitation timer
• Eric Egert, warm-up paddock steward
• Mindy Finelli, ERAHC hospitality coordinator, dressage
scribe, ERAHC booth
• Susan Hart, gate operator, ERAHC booth
• Diana Hunt, gate operator
• Julie Keany, exhibition coordinator
• Robert and Jill Glasspool Malone, exhibition participants
• Elizabeth Morosani, ERAHC booth
• Howard Peet, IALHA show committee member
• Doug Ramsey, gate operator, dressage scorer, silent auction coordinator
• Craig and Cynthia Roberts, exhibition participants
• Carol Stockton, ERAHC booth signage
• Janet Tenney, vendor coordinator, dressage gate steward,
exhibition participant
• Rosalie Wenckoski, dressage scorer, exhibition participant
Three ERAHC members also held official show positions:
• Glenn Cochran, Show Announcer
• Ron Saunders, Paddock Master
• Judith Warner, USEF Judge
Many ERAHC members came to show horses, and many more
came just to enjoy the Nationals experience. I, for one, know
it was well worth the visit. The success of the show was at least
partly due to the terrific turnout by ERAHC members and others from Regions 3, 6, and 7 who often take part in ERAHC’s
own annual show at the Virginia Horse Center. There was an
impressive turnout from the rest of the country too, many making long journeys to participate.
The 5 days began with an open dressage show on Tuesday,
followed by 3 days of Andalusian/Lusitano and Half-Andalusian dressage, DSHB, Doma Vaquera, Working Equitation, halter, driving, and saddle classes.
Friday evening featured a “barn party,” a tradition at ERAHC
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ERAHC Member at
IALHA Nationals:
Melody Light & Valsar
We attended the IALHA
Open Dressage Show.
We were impressed with
how nice everyone was
and how well organized
the show was. We were
proud to be the recipient of the Highest Scoring Andalusian Award
at the show. Our thanks
to IALHA for a job well
done and to Glen Aryn
Farm for this beautiful
award. We hold it as a
great honor to have been
among such amazing
horses and their people!
Thank you so much!!
Also many thanks to
our amazing trainer and
rider—Lynn Jendrowski
with Flanagan Stables in
Christiansburg, Va—who
is bringing along this exceptional horse so beautifully! What a team they
have become!
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Photos courtesy of Melody Light
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The distinguished
gentleman

Aragon
GAF

Powerful Pedigree
National, Regional & Best
Movement Champion
USDFBC DSHB Champion
ANCCE COPA Award Winner
Showing FEI Six Year Old
Standing at Stud
$1200 USD Introductory
Approved Mares
www.glenarynfarm.com • 703-966-7377 • USA
Classified Ads
Cedar Rowe Lusitanos is Downsizing!
The following horses are for sale, and further information
plus videos may be found on: www.cedarrowe.com. Contact
crqhf@aol.com; Linda Denniston, 301-447-6240
HANDY MAN CRL (2012) Registered Half-Andalusian gelding. Sire: Jalifa (GS), Dam: Deluxes Penny Lane (QTR). His
color is black. Handy attended preschool with David Beard for
2 months, trailer loads, sweet, not spooky, great mover with 3
pure gaits. He will be green broke this July with David, who is
a great natural horseman.
ISSAC (2013) Registered Purebred Lusitano gelding. Sire: Royalsstar, Dam: Ula. His color is Gray. Issac is presently in preschool with David and loads nicely on the trailer. Issac displays wonderful animated 3 pure gaits.
KALIFA CRL (2015) Registration in process for Purebred Lusitano, whose parents have both been revised and in the Portuguese Stud book. Sire: Jalifa (GS), Dam: Ula. His color seems
to be shedding out black.
ULA (2001) Registered and revised Purebred Lusitano mare.
She was imported from Portugal. Sire: Latino, Dam: Dinastia.
Her color is Chestnut. Ula is a nice mover, a very sweet and
obliging mare to work with, plus she has no vices. She has no
problems foaling.
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ERAHC Members at IALHA Nationals:
Lynnette Powell (Jacobs) & Rose Watt, Edgewood Stables
IALHA Nationals was a great experience, we all had such a nice time at the
show! We love our Andalusians! We are very thankful to have been able to
compete in this National Show and to share these experiences with such an
awesome group of people. We look forward to future years to come!

Photos courtesy of Lynnette Powell
Except as otherwise noted: Lynette Powell on Entero VDL, owned by Lynnette Powell, above with
mom Rose Watt (and at left on Sincerrey Santiago)

Above: Tanqueray Gin
Martini, also owned by
Lynnette Powell

Left: Rose Watt and Sincerrey Santiago
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ERAHC Member at IALHA Nationals:
Mary Koechert
We would arrive in the dark of pre-dawn to the show grounds.
The barn lights were on, and I saw beautiful horses standing in
their stalls, quietly watching the stirring of the new day.
As people came into the barns, you could hear the horses
start to call for breakfast, and then as they were fed, silence
would again descend in the barn until the grooms would bring
horses to the wash stalls to ready them for the days classes. I
watched people do the most beautiful braids, with concentration and quickness. (Then I walked to the adjacent hunter
show, and I again saw beautiful braids, but tiny and sooo many,
plus I saw horses in the “sleazy wear” hoods that went over
their heads and down their necks to keep the braids clean.)
The exhibitions were a delight to watch. I took many, many
pictures, from all the shows going on and most of them, as you
see, were just of the horses...imagine that...

Photos courtesy of Mary Koechert
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Photos courtesy of Mary Koechert
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ERAHC Member at IALHA Nationals:
Rosalie Wenckoski
Came to the show with my trainer, Mike
Schmidt, and my PRE gelding, Hombre Araña.
We thoroughly enjoyed it, especially with nice
neighbors in the barn. Got off to a bit of a rocky
start due to some class schedule changes, so
we had to scramble. I almost missed one of my
classes (but didn’t, thanks to a little help from
friends), but then things settled down and ran
more smoothly after that. Ron Saunders did a
fantastic job with announcements, as usual, and
we could hear all him in the barn area, which
helped a lot. Mike and Hombre got National
Champion Doma Vaquero and National Reserve reining.

Photos courtesy of Lois Hamilton
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ERAHC Member at IALHA Nationals:
Lori Glazier, Hidden Valley Farms
My students and I had a wonderful time at
the show, as we always do when around
the “ERAHC people.” This is by far the
friendliest and most approachable group
of horse enthusiasts that we have been
around. Always enjoy seeing our show
announcer and gate announcer and getting caught up with the familiar faces. We
brought three green horses to the show
and were pleased, for the most part, with
their performances. We did have somewhat of a “runaway” in one of our riding
classes, and we apologize to any exhibitors we might have interfered with. Those
are the memories that one can only look
back and laugh about after some time
has passed, and I know that a lot of you
out there know exactly what I’m talking
about! Hope to show again next year but
with more seasoned horses. Thank you
ERAHC members for a job well done!
Top right: Caitlin Glazier with Jubilena
Right: Caitlin spent 1-1/2 hours preparing Jubilena’s mane for the sport horse
in-hand class.
Bottom left: Caitlin Glazier as Joan of Arc
on Jubilena from Hidden Valley Farm
Bottom right: Selida Zimmerman as Lady
Gweniviere on Leda MC from Hidden
Valley Farm

Photos courtesy of Lori Glazier
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ERAHC Member at IALHA Nationals:
Jeanne Bond

A common sight at every ERAHC
show—the barn party—now appearing
at Nationals.

(Editor’s note: It’s like this—Jeanne sent me a bunch of photos.
So, these are from the “eye” of ERAHC’s president. You may
notice they’re mostly of people. Could have something to do
with why Jeanne is president. Enjoy!)

Left: The Tenney clan with
Tambore
Below: That
indespensible
fixture of any
well-organized
show at the
Virginia Horse
Center, Ron
Saunders—
heard but
rarely seen.

Above: The Glen Aryn trophy
table, partway through the
show.
Right: Mary Koechert and Ana
Diaz, ERAHC regulars. Mary
took the photos on pages 8–9.
Below: Eric Egert with Linda
Denniston, oddly, without a
walkie-talkie and looking very
relaxed.

Below left: ERAHC
member and show
photographer Bruce
Harbin
Below right: Arielle
and Maria Blackstone
with Percheron mare
Mavourneen, here for
a vaulting exhibition.

Below: Barn party rehearsal—left to right: Doug Ramsey, Maria Bottemiller, Maria Blackstone, Robert Malone,
Arielle Blackstone, Jill Malone, Susan Hart, Helene Asmis, Glenn Cochran, Sallie Cochran.
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Below: Ana Diaz and Tawny Port stopped by the
ERAHC hospitality booth.

Left and bottom: The
future...
Below: Apparently the
in gate was the best
“seat” in the house.
Below left: Manuela
Reynolds Klecz, with
posters of you-knowwho.

All photos courtesy of and
by Jeanne Bond

Left: Robert Malone with one very tired horse!
Below left: Julie Alonzo, with Howard Peet, doing
what horse people do too much of...
Below: One of the most
valuable equestrian accessories known—the
horse mom.

Above: Julie Alonzo with her sister,
Karin Hansen, heading for the ring.

Left: The Peet
stalls. If you’re
wondering why
there’s no one
there, it’s because
they were pretty
much in the ring
all the time!

Hoof Prints

Above: Another horse mom, shown here with
that other invaluable equestrian accessories—
the horse husband.
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ERAHC Member at IALHA Nationals:
Bruce Harbin, In-Focus Equine Photography
(Editor’s note: Bruce came to Nationals on his own and recorded Julie
Keany’s spectacular Saturday night exhibition. And as an ERAHC member, Bruce sent so many wonderful photos for the Club’s use. He’s also
offering his 2015 Nationals photos to ERAHC members free of charge.
Here is a sampling. Bruce will be back as ERAHC’s official show photographer next year. Check out his amazing work at http://infocusbybruce.photoreflect.com.)

Photos this page, clockwise from above:
• Famed Hollywood horse trainer Rex Peterson of Swanson
Peterson Productions with PRE stallion Novelisto D, owned
by Waller Farms
• Working Equitation exhibition from Haras dos Cavalleros
• Felicitas von Neumann-Cosel on PRE stallion Aragon GAF,
owned by Cynthia and Craig Roberts, Glen Aryn Farm
• Game of Thrones musical freestyle with Kate Breiner on
PRE stallion LC Galanton, owned by Julie Keany, Capriole
Farms
(More of Bruce’s photos on the following page and back cover
of this issue.)
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Photos this
page:
• Top left:
Rex Peterson with RJ,
well-known
equine star of
Hidalgo
• Top right:
Rosalie
Wenckoski
and PRE gelding Hombre
Araño doing
what Rosalie
does best
(All photos by
Bruce Harbin,
In-Focus Equine
Photography)
Photos this page:
• Right: Spanish-feriastyle pas-de-deux by
Shelley Van den Neste
and Hanna Lisec
• Bottom right: Janet Tenney with Piper Bratton
a la gruppa aboard PSL
stallion Tambore HM
• Bottom left: Jill and
Robert Malone of
Cielo Azure Lusitanos in
historical re-enactment
of Queen Amelie of Portugal accompanied by a
member of the Second
Lancers Cavalry
• Left: Exhibition of the
art of equine vaulting by the team of
Maria Blackstone (at
the “rein”) and (shown
here) Arielle Blackstone.
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ERAHC Member at IALHA Nationals:
Elizabeth Morosani
(Editor’s note: Elizabeth didn’t offer any comments, but it looks
to me as if she came away with some nice wins. I do know she
received the Half-Andalusian Versatility Award. Also nice to have
some samples of work by the official show photographer, Rob
Hess, published with permission.)

Blank space! Oh, no!
Actually, it’s not such a bad thing, since
it’s time to start reminding everyone about
renewing
Membership for 2016.
The online form has been updated (go to
ERAHC.org/membership), and we’ll be sending out a mail-in form soon. And we have a
new “perk”: a gorgeous ERAHC calendar, free
with membership until February 1st, 2016.
Looks like a great year ahead. We’d like to have
you along for the ride!
Fall—Page

16

Hoof Prints

Glen Aryn Farm and Dressage
at Devon 2015
by Cynthia Roberts
2015 marks the 40th anniversary for Dressage at Devon, one
of the most prestigious dressage
shows in the United States.
With both breed and performance classes, this six-day
event in eastern Pennsylvania
attracts Olympic-caliber horses
and riders, adult amateurs, and
junior riders in search of topnotch competition.
This year also marked the
Devon debut for Aragon GAF,
the six-year-old PRE (Pura Raza
Español) Andalusian stallion
bred and owned by Cynthia
and Craig Roberts of Glen Aryn
Farm. Aragon earned a trip to
Devon with a qualifying score
in the Dressage Sport Horse
Breed (DSHB) competition at
the Lexington (VA) Dressage show in May. At Devon, Aragon
faced the “Biggest of the Big Boys” in Open competition.
Fellow ERAHC Members Sue DiCoco, Sarah Gatley-Wilson,
and Becky Brok, along with family, childhood friends, and
well-wishers watched and gave their support. Aragon was
handled by long-time friend and supporter Christine Smith of
Great Expectations Farm and her crew. His trainer and rider,
Felicitas von Neumann-Cosel, has worked with Aragon, preparing and riding him through the USEF Young Horse Series for
the 4 -, FEI 5-, and FEI 6-year-old tests. Groom Holly Linz had
him gleaming and artistically braided. These complementary
efforts allowed this talented young stallion to show at his best.

Hoof Prints

In the Stallions 4-and-Older class on Wednesday, Aragon
placed third and earned a spot in the Stallion Championship
class, where he jumped a spot to earn the Reserve Champion
Stallion title. This qualified him a second time for the Great
American Insurance Group/USDF Breeders Championship Series (GAIG/USDFBC) East Coast Series Final. Later that day,
Aragon competed in that Series Final and earned the title of
Grand Champion Stallion. The following day Aragon won the
USPRE Individual Breed Class (IBC). Even the owners got into
the act as Craig presented Aragon in the Adult Amateur class
and pinned in his first Devon appearance. The Devon judges
also provided constructive feedback that will help Craig improve in the future.
The whole experience was a magical
time for us as we watched our guy perform
at this grand venue for the first time. In
prior years, we attended Devon as spectators. The experience is quite different as a
competitor. You notice and appreciate all of
the things that make this venue and event
successful: an efficient operation, knowledgeable and helpful staff, well-tended facilities, a large variety of vendors, and great
attention to detail. And then there’s the
competition. The success and acclaim for
this event are well deserved. To top it all off,
there was a chance meeting in the rain, under an umbrella… Cynthia got to meet and
shake hands with Robert Dover, three-time
U.S. Olympic dressage team rider.
Congratulations to Aragon GAF and to
the extended Glen Aryn Farm Team for
their success at Dressage at Devon 2015!
We did it at Devon!!!
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Trainer’s Corner: Equine Ecumenism
by Glenn Cochran
Central Texas is HOT! News flash, right? Duh, it’s August! One of the founders of Texas, Stephen F. Austin,
is oft quoted as saying, “If I owned Texas and Hell,
I’d rent out Texas and live in Hell!” Hence, riding the
seven outside horses we have in for training is only
for very early morning or after dark. So, in order to
make use of the other ten hours of daylight, yours
truly cranked up the senile John Deere 4040, hooked
it to the 15-foot bat-wing shredder, and proceeded to
mow the six-foot-tall weeds in the bottom pasture. I
figured it would be solid now, since it’s been about a
month from the last time I had to hire a ‘dozer to pull
out both tractors. Yeah, see, we had a year’s worth of
rain in the first quarter of ‘15. The creek flooded five
times. That left a lot of wrinkles in the Earth’s crust,
plus the detritus, logs etc., from upstream. Then the feral hogs helped themselves, rooting out pickup-trucksized potholes. Now in the heat and dry wind all that
was buried under a stirrup-high screen of weeds and
brush. The cows were out there somewhere, but not visible
above the canopy of vegetation. Halfway through hacking our
ranch out of this jungle, probably resulting from bouncing my
cranium off both sides of the tractor’s cab as I dance through
logs, and wallows, the following epiphany came to me.
I decided to start an Equestrian Ecumenical Movement. The
dictionary defines ecuminical as “tending toward or promoting unity and cooperation between religious groups.” Well,
even Pope Francis may consider it a stretch, but I find that
many horse persons approach equestrian activities with a religious zeal. Besides, most horse shows are on weekends,which
includes the Sabbath. In this case I want to foster cooperation and friendly relationships between disparate horse clubs,
breeds, and geographical areas.
I had a visitor at the barn who brought his granddaughter to
learn to ride. He told me he’d spoken with a couple people
about lessons for her. One was primarily engaged in the sport
of barrel racing, while the other was a cutting horse enthusiast.
They each spoke against the other’s disciplines as if they believed their own were the “One True Way!” Any other method
was, of course, counterfeit.
Us vs. Them.
It’s the history of Planet Earth isn’t it? At some point a philosopher—it may have been Confucius or Socrates—came up
with the cockamamie idea that we are all ONE. We are all
striving to learn how to deal with “life’s problems.” We are all
made of the same genetic material, we are one species (well,
most of us; possible exception, Texas cowboy doctors).
Enter the DQ pointing a derisive finger at the cowboy with
the saddle horn, big hat, fringed chaps, and spurs. Then turn
around and try to convince the reiner or cutter that the person
on the giant steed with the “postage stamp” saddle, helmet,
tight pants and knee-high boots actually deserves to be called
a horseman.
Might as well try to organize a sit-down dinner for sheepherders and cowmen.
Several times I’ve been asked to do clinics for groups of
people wanting to learn to do the “hot dog” exhibition tricks
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with horses. After hours of trying to explain and encourage
use of leg-aids in lateral movements, we’ve had to back off to
equine square dance maneuvers. This was excused by saying
“our breed” will not allow us to touch their sides with our legs.
Tell that to the feedlot cowboy who side-passes to open and
close gates repetitively each day at work.
It seems information that has been known by one group of
riders for centuries cannot be used by another group because
of differences in breed, discipline, culture, or geography. It’s as
if there were an invisible wall between them.
What I really like a lot are the new movements such as cowboy dressage, ranch horse competitions, and working equitation. And if you want to see some really amazing “horsemanship,” go to a mule show and watch a bridle-less trail class,
where the riders back their long-eared steeds through a fivebarrel obstacle using only voice and legs!
Another aspect of the problem could be the human tendency to set up barriers of exclusivity. Excessive rules and turf
battles prevent clubs from being fun and inclusive! There are
notable exceptions to this trend I might add, as my years of being involved with the Eastern Region Andalusian Horse Club
and the El Camino Peruvian Club have delighted me!
I’d usually rather ride on the ranch with my family, checking calving cows, checking fences, opening and closing gates,
roping calves to tag them, and hollerin’ at dogs and grandkids.
Here the rules are dictated by weather, terrain, and the independent ideas of bovine critters. Then, too, I am constantly
learning new and innovative ways to work horses from neighbors and friends from widely disparate origins. I read books
and follow magazines, and several times a year I go to clinics taught by masters from European classical traditions. (But I
don’t wear my tight pants and tall boots into restaurants. I have
to draw a line SOMEWHERE!)
Then when we want to just have a quiet trail-ride, we mount
up on gaited horses and “pootle about the estate” without the
bounce. It’s Equine Ecumenism, our New Movement! If this
works, then next week I’ll tackle race relations, middle Eastern
politics, and the European Union!
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ERAHC Member at IALHA Nationals:
Carol Stockton
As editor, I don’t often express my personal opinions or preferences, but this is an
exception: I love halter classes. It’s where you get to see the horses with as few trappings and as little “interference” as possible at a horse show. So, with limited time
to spend at the IALHA show this year, I opted for a couple days of in-hand classes,
including the Spanish specialty classes. Cantering horses on a lead always produces
some fun photos. Excuses for my choice of subject matter aside, I have to make an
apology: I watched and took photos without a program in hand, so I don’t have
names to attach to most of these horses—just their incredible beauty. So I offer these
photos with no captions, with apologies to their handlers and owners. I do believe
all of the ones I’ve pictured here and on the following page either belong to or were
handled by ERAHC members. That’s my “perk” to you, a great bunch of horse folks!

All photos this page by CM Stockton
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All photos this page by CM Stockton
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Head Shots from IALHA Nationals
Photos by CM Stockton
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ERAHC CORPORATE FEED SPONSORSHIP: Partner Programs
ERAHC is now enrolled in TWO corporate sponsor programs as a fundraiser!
Both require us to submit product proof-of purchase-labels. The club earns 25 cents for each
label we submit. We plan to use the funds for Youth Trophies and class sponsorships.
Southern States:
Clip the proof of purchase label from any Legends, Triple Crown, or Southern States Feed
product. Samples are shown below.

Tribute Feeds:
Clip the proof of purchase label (they look like the knight chess piece) from any Tribute Feed
Product. The product catalogue can be found at http://www.tributehorsefeeds.com/catalog/
Samples are shown below.

When you have a bunch saved, please send them to:
Cynthia Roberts
ERAHC Secretary
P.O. 216
Round Hill, VA 20142
We’ll be having another contest, so start saving now! The prizes for the 1st contest went to
Linda Denniston (1st place) and Jill Malone (2nd place). We netted 371 Proofs of Purchase!
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From the Saturday night exhibition:
• Top left: Felicitas von Neumann-Cosel in a
Grand Prix freestyle exhibition on PSL stallion
Tonico do Top, owned by Linda and Joe Denniston
• Top right: Debra Cooper Phelan provided an
amazing demonstration of Western reining
• Right: An East-West Challenge that appeared
to end in a draw.
(Photos by Bruce Harbin, In-Focus Equine Photography. See inside for more of Bruce’s photos
of the rest of Saturday’s exhibition.)
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ERAHC

c/o Carol M. Stockton
Jorjisstar Farm
278 Eagle View Lane
Bumpass, VA 23024

