
WELCOME TO 2025 COMMUNITY 
PREPAREDNESS DAY



This Mornings Agenda
Defensible Space Requirements
New 5 ft Requirement
Hardening Your Home
What to do with removed brush
Komodo Home Product
Firewise Community Startup
San Mateo RCD La Honda Fire Break Update
United Policyholders Insurance Update

Q & A 
LUNCH BREAK 



Number 1  Protector and Source for 
Information



Ways that Fire Attacks a Structure

• Ember Downwind 
• Spotting
•
• Vertical thermal column 

• Horizontal Ember Attack

• Wind Driven Fire
– Thermal Column 
– follows slope



Defensible Space Around Structures

Zone 0

The New Non Combustable Zone
Work from the house out

Defensible 
space includes:

Zone 1:
0-5 feet “non-
combustible zone”

Zone 2:
5-30 feet “lean and 
green zone”

Zone 3:
30-100 feet or to 
the property line 
“reduced fuel 
zone”



Defensible Space - Structures

Zone 1:  Zero Combustible Zone – Ember Resistant
    Zero to 5 feet area from a structure                              

 Required

Zone 2:  Remove all dead and dying fuel – no continuous fuels
    5 to 30 feet 
                              Required

Zone 3:  Reduced fuel zone – fuel separation & thinning
    30 to 100 feet 
                               Required

Zone 4:  Extended Zone
    100 to 200 feet    Recommended



Calfire LE- 100

















Side at tank









• Break Fuel Continuity 

• Remove Ladder Fuels

How do you Reduce Fire Intensity?

• Thinning





Reduce Fire Intensity with More Spacing







Wildfire Risk to Structures

Help Your House Save Itself
From an Ordinary Wildfire

• Reduce fuels – Reduce flame length 
• Prevent a surface fire - From increasing intensity

• Thinning – Separation – Broken Continuity
• Trees thinned and raised - Remove ladder fuels

• Provide a 5-foot noncombustible zone
• If your home is ignition resistant it can 

survive an ember attack 



You can make your home 
  Ignition Resistant



Structure Survival Priorities for Wildland Fire :
 

① Roof / Edge

② Vents

③ Vegetation/Defensible Space

④ Windows

⑤ Decks

⑥ Siding

Ember, radiant, and/or 
flame impingement 
exposures from near-
home vegetation, other 
structures, and wildfire

Exposure from embers  that may 
have been blown a mile or more. 
Embers can also ignite near-home 
vegetation and debris.



Roof (Priority #1)
Class A     1Hour Assembly



Through-roof (outlet)

Gable end

Foundation & other

Priority #2: Air Vents

Under-eave (inlet)



Vents – older vs new code required

¼ inch 1/8 inch



Priority # 3
Defensible Space

The New Non Combustable Zone
Work from the house out

Defensible 
space includes:

Zone 1:
0-5 feet “non-
combustible zone”

Zone 2:
5-30 feet “lean and 
green zone”

Zone 3:
30-100 feet or to 
the property line 
“reduced fuel 
zone”



Windows (Priority # 4)



Windows: What you should do

• Replace with dual pane rated windows  AND
• Keep flammable plants and materials away 

from windows
• Maintain existing wood on wood windows
• Close windows before you leave during fire 

season. Not the shades or curtains
• Install Deployable non combustible window 

covers



Priority #5 Deck: Fire Resistant Deck
Trex or Timber Tech



Non Combustible Edge Boards 



University of California Cooperative Extension

Insurance Institute for Business & Home Safety

Stored 
building 
materials 
under a deck is 
vulnerable



Through-roof (outlet)

Gable end

Foundation & other

Priority # 6 Non Combustible Siding vs 
Combustible

Under-eave (inlet)



How to Assess Your Home and 
Develop a Plan of Action 

Connect with your local 
Fire District
Connect with your local 

Fire Safe Council
SSFSC Home Advisory 

Form - Example



South Skyline Fire Safe Council 
www.southskylinefiresafe.org
Firesafe San Mateo County
www.firesafesanmateo.org
Fire Safe Council Santa Cruz County 
www.firesafesantacruzcounty.org
Fire Safe Marin County
www.firesafemarin.org
Firewise  USA
www.Firewise.org
Santa Clara County Fire Safe Council
www.sccfiresafe.org

Local Area Firesafe Councils Websites

http://www.southskylinefiresafe.org/
http://www.firesafesanmateo.org/
http://www.firesafesantacruzcounty.org/
http://www.firesafemarin.org/
http://www.firewise.org/
http://www.sccfiresafe.org/


CALFIRE PREPAREDNESS TIPS

Home - Ready for Wildfire CAL FIRE Safety & 
Preparedness Tips
Equip yourself with CAL FIRE's wildfire safety 
tips and tools. Learn to protect your home 
and community in California. Start today!
readyforwildfire.org

 

https://readyforwildfire.org/
https://readyforwildfire.org/
https://readyforwildfire.org/
https://readyforwildfire.org/
http://readyforwildfire.org/
https://readyforwildfire.org/


QUESTIONS



What to do with your 
removed bio mass brush 
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