HUNTERS HILL THREAT OF AMALGAMATION - DECEMBER 2012

THE THREAT
• The State Government is proposing a radical overhaul of local government and planning
structures and laws.
• It has established a Local Government Review Panel with a brief to make change happen.
In a recent report (Nov 12) the Panel states “There is a case to consider significant
consolidation (of councils)”.
• The Government has also released a “Green Paper” (July 12) in relation to proposed
planning changes which seeks to diminish the role of local elected Councillors and the
community and to ‘green light’ developments.
• In an exclusive to the Daily Telegraph ( ‘Merge or Die’ 4 Dec 12 p1) the Minister for Local
Government Don Page said that he would back mergers expected to be recommended by
the Review Panel whether voluntary or forced, and take them to cabinet for approval. In the
article Hunters Hill was one of the councils listed for merger.
• The NSW Liberal Party prior to the last election emphatically promised that if elected there
would be no forced amalgamations, and that communities would be valued and respectfully
listened to.
SAVE HUNTERS HILL COALITION
• A Coalition called the ‘Save Hunters Hill Municipality Coalition’ (SHHMC) was formed in
August 2003 to prevent an attempt by the then NSW government to amalgamate Hunters
Hill Council with Ryde City Council.
• The Coalition consisted of a large number of residents, community groups and local
businesses within the Municipality. The area was divided into eight precincts, each led by
two coordinators. SHHMC was separate from but worked closely with the Council.
• A huge community battle ensued involving one of the largest public meetings in the
Municipality’s history, the making of numerous submissions and representations, a signed
petition and wide publicity. The whole area was covered in ribbons the colour of our Coat of
Arms, with banners prominently on display. The campaign was extremely successful.
• This campaign has been archived on the ‘Discover Hunters Hill’ community website - see
www.huntershill.com.au - ‘Hunters Hill’ – Publications.
• Due to the new and immediate threat to Hunters Hill’s independence and heritage, SHHMC
and its structure has been reactivated (Dec 2012) with Co-convenors, former Mayor Ross
Williams and environmentalist Phil Jenkyn OAM.

RESIDENTS SAY NO TO AMALGAMATION
• In 1999 in answer to a question at the Local Government Election residents voted
overwhelmingly (over 80%) against amalgamation.

Say No To Amalgamation – Save Hunters Hill convenors and coordinators outside Hunters
Hill Town Hall Dec 2012 Courtesy TWT
• In 2003 the Council resolved to strongly and publicly oppose any boundary change.
• In 2003 in one of the largest public meetings ever held in the Hunters Hill Town Hall,
residents unanimously resolved to “affirm its overwhelming support for the retention of our
historic boundaries.”
• The popularly elected Mayor and all other Councillors elected in the October 2012 Election
were elected by the community on policy pledges of no amalgamation; maintaining the
integrity and independence of Council; and protecting our significant heritage, environmental
and community values.
• Council on 10 Dec 2012 considered its position in relation to the recent Review Panel
report, reaffirmed its opposition to amalgamation, and resolved to work with SHHMC and
consider a joint response to the Panel’s report.
HISTORIC MUNICIPALITY
• Hunter’s Hill Council is one of the earliest local government areas in New South Wales
(1861), and the only one of the original councils to have essentially kept its historic
boundaries. In 2011 it celebrated 150 years with the community.
• Hunters Hill, with its 19th century stone and timber houses, tree-covered environment and
bushland areas, is recognised as one of the most significant heritage and historic
Municipalities in the nation. It is Australia’s oldest surviving ‘garden suburb’, that is, a suburb
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of detached houses in gardens. It was listed by the National Trust in 1974, and is on the
register of the National Estate. It is known for its “village atmosphere” and can truly be
described as a “National Treasure”.
• The Municipality contains more heritage listed items per head of population than any other
area in the State, and many significant natural areas including Boronia Park and Kelly’s
Bush.
• The historic boundaries of the Parramatta and Lane Cove Rivers; and Punt, Victoria and
Pittwater Roads; remain today as our natural and relevant boundaries.

View of Hunters Hill from the Lane Cove River
COMMUNITY VALUES
• The ‘community of interest’ and sense of belonging is extremely strong and runs right
across the Municipality. This is evidenced by the large number of local community and
cultural groups, and the great spirit and determination of its residents. Long established
groups include: Hunters Hill Tennis and Hunters Hill Music established in 1880’s, Hunters
Hill Rugby 1892, Hunters Hill Club 1901, Hunters Hill Theatre 1930, Hunters Hill Annual Art
Exhibition 1955, Hunters Hill Historical Society 1961 and Hunters Hill Trust 1968. All are
active today.
• The community and Council have led the way in developing environmental and heritage
protection and controls through the Local Environmental Plan (LEP), Development Control
Plans (DCP’s) and the conservation areas. This has provided a level of protection, and
experience and awareness of these issues by Council and the community.
• The Hunters Hill community values local democracy and decision-making, participation on
local community and Council committees, and the ability to contact Councillors and Council
staff flowing from the small size of the Municipality.
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• The community has a proud history of fighting for and maintaining its independence,
heritage and environment. It is recognised that, but for the actions of its residents, much of
the area’s heritage would have been lost. It is worth noting that a much higher percentage of
people in Hunters Hill do voluntary work than is the State average.
• ‘Discover Hunters Hill’ was established by the community in 2005 to support local groups
and businesses and to be welcoming to visitors – see its website www.huntershill.com.au

Jacaranda Time in November Hunters Hill
COUNCIL STRUCTURE
• The Council is structurally and economically sound with low debt and a low staff ratio to
population as compared to other councils. It outsources a number of services and Council
functions where appropriate. Ratepayers pay less rates per value of land than most
surrounding councils.
• Council combines with other Councils, including through the Northern Sydney Regional
Organisation of Councils (NSROC), in obtaining efficiency gains and economies of scale. It
plays a leading role in relation to NSROC. The Hunters Hill Mayor Richard Quinn has
recently been elected as its President, and the General Manager Barry Smith serves as the
Chair of the General Managers Advisory Committee.
• All Councils including Hunters Hill are subject to financial restrictions due to ‘rate-pegging’
imposed by the State government, and ever increasing State controlled and imposed
obligatory costs for electricity, water, street lighting and the provision of emergency services.
These constraints decrease the ability of all Councils to provide necessary services while at
the same time adequately maintaining infrastructure and other assets.
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REGIONAL ORGANISATION
• Regional Organisations of Councils (ROCs), established by local government, exist across
Sydney and much of NSW. Hunters Hill belongs to NSROC.
• This regional body consists of seven Councils with over half-a-million people. It includes
Hunters Hill and its neighbouring councils Lane Cove and Ryde, together with North Sydney,
Willoughby, Ku-ring-gai and Hornsby Councils. Activities involve cooperation in sharing
services and functions in order to achieve efficiencies of scale for member councils and
developing policies and actions beneficial to the region and local government.
LIKELY CONSEQUENCES OF AMALGAMATION
o DECREASED REPRESENTATION
• A small number, if any, of elected representatives from the Hunters Hill area on any large
council.
• Difficulty in attracting community candidates to run from the area due to increased size of
council and workload.
• Large council likely to be party political making it harder for community candidates to run.
• Difficulty in getting a large council and bureaucracy to focus on the special needs and
protections required to preserve the heritage and community values of Hunters Hill.
o DIMINISHED COMMUNITY COHESION
• Difficult for the Hunters Hill community to see councillors, and to be generally heard and
listened to.
• Gradual weakening of the community spirit and sense of belonging that is so much a
feature of Hunters Hill.
• Increased difficulty in attracting residents to join community groups and volunteer for
activities specifically relating to the Hunters Hill area.
• Possible loss of important community events that relate to and are clearly identified with
the Municipality, like the ‘Moocooboola Festival’ and the Art Exhibitions, due to loss of
identity and organisational support.
• Decreased ability of the Hunters Hill community to be heard and appreciated by the State
government on community and heritage issues.
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Banner on the National Trust’s ‘Vienna Cottage’ in the heart of Hunters Hill
o WEAKENED PROTECTIONS
• A weakening in planning controls and protections, and how they are applied, as compared
to the present situation in Hunters Hill with its own council and own Local Environmental
Plan and Development Control Plans.
• Real danger that the decisions from a large council and bureaucracy in relation to planning
will not conform to community values and expectations of Hunters Hill residents.
• A real danger that over time the special character and heritage values of Hunters Hill will
be eroded by poor and unsympathetic developments.
• The heritage values of Hunters Hill, which are recognised as being of national significance,
are likely to be diminished. This is a loss to the nation and to the State.
o RESOURCE SHARING
• If part of a large council, it is possible that fewer resources will be allocated by the
bureaucracy to this area due to perceived needs elsewhere and decreased ability of
representatives and community to be heard and listened to.
• Fewer resources to the area could impact on the upkeep of infrastructure, parks and other
public assets, and affect the present emphasis of Council on local community services.
• It is possible that rates will increase to conform to higher rate structures in most of the
surrounding councils.
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REFORM
• SHHMC supports reform and legislation that involves State government recognising ROCs,
assisting procedures to enhance the sharing of services and joint tendering, and generally
adopting a collaborative approach with ROCs on regional issues, e.g. infrastructure and
transport, and other issues relevant to local government.
• ‘Rate-pegging’, and cost shifting to councils by the State, both need to be urgently
addressed. The State Government should ensure that local government is properly
resourced.
• Lack of adequate resourcing for infrastructure is a matter that needs to be tackled by
Federal and State governments, in consultation with local government.
• SHHMC does not support and strongly opposes local government changes that in reality
would diminish the ‘community of interest’ felt within a Council area, and lessen the ability of
a community to protect its heritage, environment and community values.
STATE GOVERNMENT ACTION
• SHHMC and the Hunters Hill elected Councillors are determined to keep the independence
and integrity of the Council, and ensure that there is no amalgamation of Hunters Hill and
that there is proper recognition of its values and community of interest.
• The local member Anthony Roberts MP has recently publicly stated that he is strongly
opposed to any amalgamation of Hunters Hill; that it is a “National Treasure” and its Council
and community highly valued; and that economies of scale can be achieved through the
ROCs structure. This has been his long term view.
• Many in the community are very concerned and upset – Hunters Hill should not be placed
under this threat of amalgamation yet again. It is without merit and totally unjustified.
• The State Government as a matter of urgency should announce that there will be no
amalgamation of Hunters Hill for the many reasons set out above, and that it will be properly
protected by legislation and valued as an historic municipality.
WHAT WE CAN ALL DO
• Actively support the SHHMC Coalition and this campaign with time, effort and a financial
contribution.
• Send your name and contact details, including email and home address and telephone
number, to the contact below.
• Help gather wide community support both inside and outside the Municipality.
• Make written and other representations to the State Government, including the Minister for
Local Government and Anthony Roberts the local member, and to all political parties - see
website for information.
• Make donations payable to “Save Hunters Hill Municipality Coalition” and send c/- address
below; or by direct deposit or credit to the Commonwealth Bank – see ‘Contact’ for bank
details.
• Donations will be spent on publicity, advertising, website, Facebook and administration.
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• Keep informed as to what is happening and what we can all do by visiting
www.savehuntershill.org
CONTACT:
Save Hunters Hill Municipality Coalition
C/- 20 Avenue Road, Hunters Hill 2110
Deborah Anschau
Email: info@savehuntershill.org
Tel: 0405 637 811
Web: www.savehuntershill.org
Commonwealth Bank: BSB 062182 Account number 10119677
CO-CONVENORS
ROSS WILLIAMS AND PHIL JENKYN
ON BEHALF OF SAVE HUNTERS HILL MUNICIPALITY COALITION (SHHMC)
19 DECEMBER 2012

Hands Off Hunters Hill – A battle to be won for future generations
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