November 22, 2020
Christ the King
25th Sunday after Pentecost

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE

MEDITATION

PSALM 119:169-175
| rejoice before you, Lord,
let your word bring me light.
Hear my prayer,
rescue me as you promised.

May praise be on my lips,
because you taught me your rule.
May praise be on my tongue,
because your commands are just.

Reach out and lead me,
| choose your path.

| long to be safe, Lord,

your law is my delight.

May | live to praise you,
upheld by your word.

GREETING/ PRAYER OF THE DAY - Holly Batstone
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and in
him we inherit the riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom to know what
is right and the strength to serve the world you have made, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



GATHERING SONG: Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty (ELW 533)
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I O - pen now thy gates of beau-ty, Zi-on, let me en - ter there,

2 Gra-cious God, I come be - fore thee; come thou al - so un - to me;

3 Here thy praise is glad - ly chant-ed, here thy seed is du - ly sown;
4 Thou my faith in-crease and quick-en, let me keep thy gift di - vine;
5 Speak, O God,and I will hear thee, let thy will be done in - deed;
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where my soul in  joy - ful du -ty waits for God who an - swers prayer.
where we find thee and a - dore thee, there a heav’'n on earth must be.
let  my soul,where it is plant-ed, bring forth pre - cious sheaves a - lone,
how - so-e’er temp - ta - tions thick-en, may thy word still o’er me shine
may | un - dis-turbed draw near thee while thou dost thy peo - ple feed.
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Oh, how bless-ed is this place, filled with so - lace, light, and grace!
To my heart,oh, en - ter thou, let it be thy tem-ple now!
so that all I hear may be fruit- ful un - to life in me.

as my guid-ing star through life, as my com-fort in all strife.
Here of life the foun- tain flows; here is balm for all our woes.

Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672-1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: UNSER HERRSCHER, Joachim Neander, 1650-1680

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

THE WORD: Jeremiah 36:1-8, 21-23, 27-28; 31:31-34 - Jeff Kosman

'In the fourth year of King Jehoiakim son of Josiah of Judah, this word
came to Jeremiah from the LORD: “Take a scroll and write on it all the
words that | have spoken to you against Israel and Judah and all the
nations, from the day | spoke to you, from the days of Josiah until today.
‘It may be that when the house of Judah hears of all the disasters that |
intend to do to them, all of them may turn from their evil ways, so that |
may forgive their iniquity and their sin.

“Then Jeremiah called Baruch son of Neriah, and Baruch wrote on a scroll
at Jeremiah's dictation all the words of the LORD that he had spoken to
him. >And Jeremiah ordered Baruch, saying, "l am prevented from
entering the house of the LORD; °so you go yourself, and on a fast day in



the hearing of the people in the LORD's house you shall read the words of
the LORD from the scroll that you have written at my dictation. You shall
read them also in the hearing of all the people of Judah who come up
from their towns. ‘It may be that their plea will come before the LORD,
and that all of them will turn from their evil ways, for great is the anger
and wrath that the LORD has pronounced against this people.” *And
Baruch son of Neriah did all that the prophet Jeremiah ordered him about
reading from the scroll the words of the LORD in the LORD's house.
“"Then the king sent Jehudi to get the scroll, and he took it from the
chamber of Elishama the secretary; and Jehudi read it to the king and all
the officials who stood beside the king. “’Now the king was sitting in his
winter apartment (it was the ninth month), and there was a fire burning
in the brazier before him. **As Jehudi read three or four columns, the
king would cut them off with a penknife and throw them into the fire in
the brazier, until the entire scroll was consumed in the fire that was in
the brazier. ?’Now, after the king had burned the scroll with the words
that Baruch wrote at Jeremiah's dictation, the word of the LORD came to
Jeremiah: “*Take another scroll and write on it all the former words that
were in the first scroll, which King Jehoiakim of Judah has burned.

*"The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when | will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. *’It will not be
like the covenant that | made with their ancestors when | took them by
the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt — a covenant that they
broke, though | was their husband, says the LORD. **But this is the
covenant that | will make with the house of Israel after those days, says
the LORD: I will put my law within them, and | will write it on their
hearts; and | will be their God, and they shall be my people. **No longer
shall they teach one another, or say to each other, "Know the LORD," for
they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the
LORD; for | will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

Word of God,
word of life.

RESPONSE TO THE WORD: Deep Within (D. Haas)
Richard Edmonds, Soloist

CHILDREN'S SERMON: Jackie Schnarre

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY: There Is a Balm in Gilead (ELW 614)
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There is a balm in Gil-e-ad to make the wound-ed whole;
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there is a balm in Gil-e - ad to heal the sin-sick soul.
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1 Some - times I feel dis - cour-aged and think my work’s in  vain,

2 If you can - not preachlike Pe - ter, if you can-not pray like Paul,
3 Don’t ev - er be dis - cour-aged, for Je -sus is your friend;
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but then the Ho-ly Spir - it re - vives my soul a - gain.
you can tell the love of Je - sus and say, “He died for all”
and if you lack for knowl-edge, he’ll ne’er re-fuse to  lend.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: BALM IN GILEAD, African American spiritual

APOSTLES' CREED - Paul Desilet
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION - Rob and Kim McCaw
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring
of God’s power on the church, the world, and all in need.

Sovereign of all, train our ears to hear your cry in the needs of those
around us. Bless all social ministries of the church through which we seek
to serve others as we ourselves have been served. We lift up Lutheran
Counseling Network, Lutheran Community Services, Compass Housing and
HopeLink. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You cause rain to fall on the just and unjust alike. Direct our use of
creation to provide for the needs of all people in ways that are
sustainable for the earth. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Bring peace to every place where conflict rages, especially Ethiopia,
Azerbaijan and Syria. Grant opportunities for ending divisions among us
and usher in your reign of unity and reconciliation. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Heal the sinful divisions we erect between us and release us from systems
of oppression and prejudice. Restore our capacity to see your image in
those whose dignity we have stripped away. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Pour out the gifts of your Spirit on children and youth throughout the
church. Sustain those who work in children’s ministry, youth ministry, and
campus ministry as they nurture the gifts of young people. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Thank you for saints now departed who fed the hungry, clothed the
naked, and tended to the sick. Inspire us by their example, that we may
see your presence in those in need around us. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day
when you gather all creation around your throne where you will reign
forever and ever.

Amen.



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, in whose image we are made, who
claims us and calls us beloved. Amen.

Holy One,

we confess that we are not awake for you. We are not faithful in using
your gifts. We forget the least of our siblings. We do not see your
beautiful image in one another. We are infected by sin that divides
your beloved community. Open our hearts to your coming, open our
eyes to see you in our neighbor, open our hands to serve your
creation. Amen.

Beloved, we are God’s children, and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door
to us. Through Jesus you are forgiven, by Jesus you are welcome, in Jesus
you are called to rejoice! Let us live in the promises prepared for us from
the foundation of the world.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING/ANNOUNCEMENTS



OFFERTORY: Here Is Bread (ELW 483)
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1 Here is bread, here is wine, Christ is with us,
2 Here is grace, here is peace, Christ is with us,
3 Here we are, joined in one, Christ is with us,
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he 1is with us. Break the bread, taste the wine,
he is with wus. Know his grace, find his peace,
he is with us. We’ll pro - claim till he comes
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Christ is  with us here.
feast on Je - sus here.
Je - sus c¢cru - ci - fied.
Refrain
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by the Spir - it, Christ is with us here.

OFFERING PRAYER
God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered around

your table, and shared your abundant blessings. Number us among them
that, as we gather these gifts from your abundance, and give thanks for
your rich blessings, we may feast upon your very self and care for all that
you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant.

Amen.



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: surrounded by evil and
bordered by death we appeal to you, our Sovereign, our Wisdom, and our
Judge.

We praise you for Christ, who proclaimed your reign of peace and
promised an end to injustice and harm.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and
eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, the sacrifice of his life and death and the
victory of his resurrection, we await with all the saints his loving
redemption of our suffering world.

Send your Spirit on these gifts of bread and wine and on all who share in
the body and blood of your Son: teach us your mercy and justice, and
make all things new in Christ.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy
Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. Amen

LORD’S PRAYER - Connie Wolter
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
There is a place for you at the banquet. Come and feast at Jesus’ table.

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. Sustain us on the
journey, strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children, and
give us glad and generous hearts as we meet you on the way.

Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us
and calls us beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason to
rejoice and be glad! The blessing of God, Sovereign, Savior, and Spirit, be
with you today and always.

Amen.



SENDING SONG: When Peace like a River (ELW 785)

n i

)74 I I ! I I I y I

y AW I I I I I y I I I I I I
0 B % s B e
J - A= 4 J—‘— A= 4

I When peace like a riv - er at - tend - eth my way, when
2 Though Sa - tan should buf - fet, though tri - als should come, let
3 He lives— oh, the  bliss of this glo - ri-ous thought; my
4 Lord, has - ten the day when our faith shall be sight, the
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sor - rows like sea bil - lows roll, what-ev - er my lot, thou hast
this blest as - sur - ance con - trol, that Christ hath re - gard - ed my
sin, not in part, but the whole, is nailed to his cross and I

clouds be rolled back as a  scroll, the trum - pet shall sound and the
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taught me to say, it is well, it is  well with my soul
help - less es - tate, and hath shed his own blood for my soul
bear it no more. Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!
Lord shall de - scend; e - ven SO it is  well with my soul
Refrain
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It is  well with my soul, it is well, it is well with my soul.

Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828-1888
Music: VILLA DU HAVRE, Philip P. Bliss, 1838-1876

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE:
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