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     July 22, 2024

Greetings all,
I am reaching out to you on behalf of the Town Board members to provide updates on some of our on-going projects and to pass along information we wanted to share.
In June the Board passed their annual 2024-2025 budget with no increase in taxes. The Board is committed to continue our focus on updates to our infrastructure and to keeping the town looking good. During our budget discussions we evaluate the improvements we made the previous year and look closely at the projects we were unable to fund. We realize we cannot fund every project, so we create a priority list and address the most pressing concerns. We have accomplished a lot over the past few years but there’s always more to do. 
We just completed the sealcoating of Phillips Dr. and this process will extend the life of the street by protecting it from oxidation, oil and other chemicals. Someone asked why we didn’t re-pave the street and the answer is a simple one. Sealcoating cost 1/10th of what a complete re-paving job would cost, so it’s about cost savings. 
We continue to address the appearance of the town by keeping the grass cut along the side streets, cutting back over grown vegetation, edging the sidewalks and keeping trash picked up. The Cherryville Rd. side of the CSX Railroad right-a-away continues to be an area we can’t seem to get under control. We are still looking into a long-term solution, so please bear with us. We continue to hear positive remarks on the overall appearance of the town and we take pride in how the town looks. We encourage each homeowner to focus on their landscaping and lawn maintenance in a combined effort with us to keep Waco looking its best. 
Republic Services continues to service our waste removal needs and the town will continue to provide one trash bin per residence at no cost to our citizens. There has been a few questions concerning collections on holidays. Republic does provide collection service on holidays. Also, when you set your trash container at the curbside, please make sure it’s not close to a utility pole or mail box. 
There is no new information from the NCDOT on the S. Main St. bridge replacement or on the widening of Cherryville Rd. project. We will pass along any new information as we get it. 

We are still open to having a local vendor set up a “Farmers Market” in Waco. If you know of anyone that might be interested in selling fresh fruits and vegetables one day a week, please get their information to us. 

The Community Playground continues to draw in children from all around the Waco community and we continue to hear many positive comments. Last year we added the additional 1150 sq. ft. of play area and installed the two-bay swing set and two swing-bounce riders for kids age 2-5. In May the Board voted to add one additional play structure that will have double slides, climbing bars, and will feature games for children of all abilities.   We were asked to look into some type shade structure for the benches and we are awaiting quotes for these. The timeline for the installation of these additions is mid-August. 

As we have demonstrated, we are always looking for alternative funding for our projects. Over the past 7 years we have received $130,000.00 in grant money. Grants have provided the money needed to renovate the Community Center and Town Hall, purchase the new LED Christmas lights, repair and replace sidewalks and completely fund the playground project.  

We are excited to report that the Town of Waco was awarded an additional $145,000.00 grant from the North Carolina State Office of Budget and Management that we requested to back in 2022 to develop a park. Our idea all along has been to develop a 3 to 5 acre green space with several picnic shelters, restrooms, and an open area for soccer, disk golf etc. We have the money, now we just have to find some land. 

The Community Watch program is very active and growing. We meet on the first Tuesday of each month at 6:30 pm at the Community Center. The program has an active Facebook group page with over 300 members where we share relevant town and community information and members share tips about suspicious activity. We strongly encourage all citizens to get involved in the program and help build a safe community. 

The Community Watch group has grown into a very active part of our community. Members have taken on the responsibility of quarterly road-side trash pick-up; they were instrumental in many of our Christmas decorations; they hosted last years “Neighborhood Block Party” and treated many of you to a delicious “Soup and Chili Night” last March. Members also partnered with Macedonia Missionary Baptist Church for this year’s Easter Celebration and Egg Hunt which drew in a big crowd. 

The Community Watch program operates on donations and all money collected is used to help the community. Any help, either by volunteering your time or with a monetary donation, is appreciated. We have some nice tee shirts for sale to help fund the program and they let you show off your community spirit. 

This year we are again partnering with MMBC for our “Back to School Neighborhood Block Party” on Saturday August 24th 10:00 am – 4:00 pm. The event will include “FREE” hotdogs, drinks, chips, snow cones and popcorn. Last year’s water slide was a big hit with the kids, so we’re bringing it back and adding an additional bounce house and some kiddy pools for the little ones. We’ve asked the Waco Fire Dept., the Sheriff’s Dept. and Cleveland County EMS to join us and provide safety demos and we’ll have face painting and chalk art for the kids. We’ll have music playing and bean bag toss and yard darts games too. We haven’t forgotten our more seasoned citizens, so we’ll be offering Bingo and a cake walk indoors at the MMBC Life Center. We’ll also be handing out free book bags and school supplies to the kids in attendance. If you are interested in assisting with this project, you can drop off school supplies at the fire department or at Macedonia. Please mark this on your calendar and join us on August 24th for food, family and fun. Again, everything’s “FREE”.

Now for Christmas, our “Waco Lights Up for Christmas” contest grew even larger last year and we were happy to see so many homes lit up for the holidays. The participation far exceeded our expectation. The top three homes were 3rd place Israel and Kim Hamilton 303 Devenny Rd, 2nd place Tracy Chichester 133 Moss St. and 1st place went to Chester and Becky Haynes 416 Phillips Dr. 1st and 2nd place winners were awarded $250.00 and $150.00 respectively. Congratulations to all the Winners!  Let’s go even bigger this year!

It’s been 35 years and the Community Watch program is excited to bring back the Waco Christmas parade. What do you think? We’re currently in the planning phase, and if I were you, I’d keep the early evening hours of Saturday December 7th open.  If you are interested in helping with the planning and coordination of a parade, or if you want to actually participate or sponsor an entry, we would love to hear from you. Drop us an email or contact a Board member. Christmas in Waco will be amazing this year!

We would love to see every citizen get more involved in Waco politics. The Town Board meets the 3rd Monday of each month at 7:00 pm at the Town Hall and the meeting is open to the public. We invite you to come to the Board meetings, join in the conversations and voice your opinions on town issues. The decisions we make affects each of you and we encourage you to get involved in what happens in Waco. We need a new generation of leaders that are ready and willing to step in and continue to move our town forward. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Thank you for taking time to read this letter. You can reach us by email at townofwaco@gmail.com or from the Town of Waco Facebook page.  We also update our website (www.townofwaco.com) regularly. If you have any questions or comments, we would love to hear from you.



John Barrett, Mayor
PO Box 31
Waco, North Carolina 28169
jbarretttownofwaco@gmail.com 
704-718-8475
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