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There are many steps on the stairway to heaven. 
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“I tell you the truth, ‘Today 
you will be with me in 

paradise.” 
Luke 23:43 
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Thomas More (1478-1535) 

Utopia, 1516 

Libellus vere aureus, nec 
minus salutaris quam festivus, 

De optimo rei publicae statu 
deque nove insula Utopia 





 
  
  

Ezekiel 47:1-12 
Any Hope from the Babylonian Exiles 

In the ninth year of Zedekiah’s reign, on the tenth day of the tenth month, 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon marched against Jerusalem with his whole army. He 

encamped outside the city and built siege works all around it. 
By the ninth day of the fourth month the family become so severe that there was no food 

for the people to eat. Then the city wall was broken through the gate between the two 
walls near the King’s garden, though the Babylonia army surrounding the city. They fled 

toward the Arabah, the Babylonian army pursued the king and overtook him in the 
plains of Jericho. All his soldiers were separated from him and scattered, and he was 

captured. He was taken to the king of Babylon at Riblah, where sentence was pronounced 
on him. They killed the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes. (2 Kings 25:1-7) 



 
  
  

Ezekiel 47:1-12 
A Heaven for the Exiles A small water flow from 

the Restored Temple! 

The water flows toward the eastern region and 
goes down into the Arabah, where it enters the 

[Dead] Sea. (Ezek. 47:8) 



 
  
  

Ezekiel 47:1-12 
A River Runs through the Deadest Place 



 
  
  

Ezekiel 47:1-12 
Sea not only Fresh, but Life-Producing 



 
  
  

Ezekiel 47:1-12 
Fish, Fishermen, and Fruit-bearing Trees 

Swamp of living creatures will live wherever 
the river flows. 

There will be large numbers of fish, because 
this water makes the salt water fresh; so 
where the river flows everything will live. 

Fishermen will stand along the shore, from En 
Gedi to En Eglaim there will be places for 

spreading nets. (Ezek. 47:9) 



 
  
  

1. The river of water of life is coming out from under the threshold 
of the temple toward the east.  
  
 

Credo Ergo Sum – “I Believe, therefore, I Am!” 
Part 7. Heaven on Earth  



 
  
  

1. The river of water of life is coming out from under the threshold 
of the temple toward the east.  
  
 

Credo Ergo Sum – “I Believe, therefore, I Am!” 
Part 7. Heaven on Earth  



 
  
  

1. The river of water of life is coming out from under the threshold 
of the temple toward the east.  
  
 

Credo Ergo Sum – “I Believe, therefore, I Am!” 
Part 7. Heaven on Earth  



 
  
  

1. The river of water of life is coming out from under the threshold 
of the temple toward the east.  
  
 

Credo Ergo Sum – “I Believe, therefore, I Am!” 
Part 7. Heaven on Earth  

Leviticus 23 



 
  
  

1. The river of water of life is coming out from under the threshold 
of the temple toward the east  

2. The angel of the Lord will lead us eastward to the bank of the 
river.  
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Credo Ergo Sum – “I Believe, therefore, I Am!” 
Part 7. Heaven on Earth 
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1. The river of water of life is coming out from under the threshold 
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2. The angel of the Lord will lead us eastward to the bank of the 
river.  

3. Fishermen will spread nets and live with the fruits of strength 
and healing for good.  
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