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KNOW GOD THEN EXPERIENCE HIM
By Vern Deadmond

The most familiar verse from the Bible for Christians and non-Christians | would have to say is John 316, 485 B2 &5
{ane] dhe ], dbat Rl e His ety BepaiiEn Sem, et miesseEr baftzadt W Ko sbools nee meris, St b
anEriEEg 0 If you were 1o ask a group of Christians whalt this Scripture meant, you would have a strong majority (if
et ally tell you that it meant you would be saved and not go 1o hell, We know saheation is defined as the redemption of
man from the bondage of sin and liability to eternal death, and the conferring on him everasting happiness. (Webster's
American Dickionary 1828)

Unfortunately, this is what we are taught salvation is from the moment we get saved and we continue 1o hear throughout
our Chirstian life, And then we continue 1o witness 0 the unsaved that they nead 10 repant or o 10 hall, Really? This is
only the surface of what true salvation is or as Jesus siates in John 316, everlasting life or eternal life. Salvation encom-
passas 5o much mare of our life, | like to compare sabvation to an icabarg, What most Christians know of salvation is only
the tip of the iceberg, which is the part you see floating in the ocean. This is onby 10-13 percent of the size of the iceberg.
Look below the wateding, and you see this massive chunk of ice, but you have to make an effort to see what is below the
waterling. To get a greater understanding of eternal life, we need to look more into the Word of God. Does Jesus tell us
what etemnal life is? It just so happens He does, but you have to look for it in the Bible. John 17:3 states, s (e & i
Eizrmal, dbat dheyy migihe iy o dhe andy e S, o Jeses Ghrtsd wihom o s osmt.™

Eternal life is to know God, Meditate on thal versea for as long as you want, as you do think about how little you actually
know God. To know God for whom He truly is, we have to pul effort into knowing Him. Relationship doesn't just happen
the first time you are infroduced to someonea. A relationship develops over time, you spend time around this person and
you have conversations with this person. You get to know who this person is, their personality, what they believe, how
they will react (o circumstances, etc. How much time have you spent getting to know God? How well do you know God?
Oneca you really get to know God, you will discover that He is not who you thought He was.

“God will never be real to you until you hawve a healthy visual concept of Him, as He really is.” - Arthur Meainfjes

During ry first year in Bible College, a parsonal prophetic word was spoken to me. It was nothing earth shattering at the
time, it wasn't a word that knocked the socks off my feet. The person just 1old me “it's all about relationships.” At the time it
didn't make awhole 1ot of sense o me, but | didn't feel that the word was all iogether incorrect gither, 3o, | did what | have
been taught over the years, and | put that word on the shelf. | didn't discard it, nor did | go heme and try to figure out what
it meant. Then about a year later, | was putting fogether a small teaching for school and it was regarding relationship with
God my Father, That word that had beean spoken to me the prévious year all of a sudden leapt off the shelf, and | recaived
the revelation then that all that matters, the one thing that is most important to God = is to know Him and have a personal
relationship with Him. The moment | received this revelation, that was when the earth shook and the socks were knocked
ofl my feel as God became so real o me. | know without a doubt God desires above evenything to have a personal rela-
tionship with me, this is what matters to Him,

2 Pefer 1:3-4, reads “According as His divine power has given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godli-
ness through the knowledge of Him that has called us to glory and virtue: Whereby are given unto us exceeding
great and precious promises:; that by these you might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the cor-
ruption that is in the world throwgf lust.”

Everything that God has given to us comes through the knowledge of Him. It is through this knowing Him that His grace
operates through our life. Wait a moment, | just said that by knowing Him i what allows His grace into our lves, but the
Scripture says His diving power. This is why you need o study God's Word. Look up the definition of 'grace’ in a Greek
dictionary, the Greek word is “charis’, It refers to God's divine influence in our life. Influenca is sublle power, so God's
grace can be defined as His divine power that flows into our lives. His grace, His power, His promises all come through
knowing God, If you don™t ever attempt to know God, then you will never experienca God's promises in your life.

When the Word speaks of knowing, this is in the sensa of an intimate relationship between husband and wife. The two
know each other physically, sexually, and mentally. They know things about each other that no one else knows, We are 1o
have this tvpe of relationship with God. Now don't go get weird and flaky and think, "How am | to know God sexually.”
Cast that imagination as far away as you can, that is of the devil. God wants to talk with you, as you conversa with Him,
He will converse with you and share such revelation with you that vou will want to sit in His presence more and more.
There is nothing like being in His presenca, and you don't just have 10 be in a church service 1o axpanianca His presence,
I would go o church to sit in that presence, but | discovered | can be in His presence anytime | want to study His Word or
talk with Him. His presence will come inte my home anylime | want to invite Him in, His presence will go on walks with me
if I invite Him to come along, and His presence goes with me in the car on the way 1o work.,
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The responsibility 0 know God falls on us, Continue réading in 2 Peler 1:5, "And beside this, giving all diligence, add
to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge.”™ \We are to give all diligence to knowing Goed, 1o having a relationship with
Him. The first thing you need to do in getting to know God is 10 know His Word, when you study His Word you will begin to
know God, And it is through knowing God you will be able to receive all things that pertain 1o eternal life.

I was borm-again when | was 8 years old, and it wasn't until | was 28 that | began to serve God. But it wasnT until | was 52
when | submitted o God. What do | mean? it seems all my life; | was doing for me, not for God. And at 52, | said to God, |
want to know more of You, | want to see Your power flow through my life. | quit my job and mowved 800 miles away to go to
Bible College to learn about Him. | went there with no job, because a job would distract me from immersing mysell in Him.
Once | commitied and submitted to what God wanted 1o do in me, it changed my life completely. In the physical realm, |
have never been so blessed in my ife. Spirtually speaking, my eyes and ears have been rejuvenated. When | read and
study God's Word, | find those printed words have life in them, and | comprehend so much more than | ever did before
and | don struggle to understand it, and | found my spint getting so full of joy with this new understanding. | can't help but
wanl 1o share it with other people.

And now | have understanding of the Hebrews 12:2 - “Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of faith; who for
the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the
throne of God. " Jesus was able to face the Cross because He saw that by His submission, my relationship and your
relaticnship with God was about 1o be restored. Jesus® final prayer before being arresied was recorded in John 17, In
verse 13, He prays that we might have His joy fulfilled in ourselves. | encourage you 1o submit all of your life to know God

with all diligence.
. 1 ¥ P 5 ..
Sy Siatimanits

I really do hope that by the time that you receive this letter in your hands it finds you in the best of God's love and care!
You are probably wondering who is this ... | am your brother in Christ, who reads your newsletter every month. It helps me
stay strong in faith, knowing that | am not alone in the world. Looking at your piclures gives me hope, thank you for every-
thing you do for Chnstianity. | was sentenced 10 natural life in prison in 1983 or 1994, sormy | don't keep track of time that
well, but | do know | have been down 25 years.

Ten years ago, | was addicled 1o meth and hercing; all broken down in a prison cell, 1 gol down on my knees and prayed
for the first time in 15 years. | was going through heroine withdrawals. All | remember is praying for Christ to come into my
heart and heal me. | told the Holy Spirit He was welcome here. | closed my eyes and blacked out. | remember waking up
the next moming completely healed! The strong craving for hercine, gone! | no longer felt loneliness in my hear, although
I was in debl to the "a certain group”, | was not afraid.

I remember picking up an old Bible that somebady left behind in my cell. | just opened it to Dewteronomy 31:6, it said,
"Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the Lord your God goes with you;
e will never leawve you nor forsake you,"” So. | gol down on my knees and | prayed to God. | said, "My Lord, my debts
are now Your debis help me then to make things right with these people. At that time, | did not realize | was praying out
loud. My neighbor o the left heard me. He was already aware of my situation. He was told by a friend of his to stay away
from me, cause | was going to get hurt at lunch time for not paying my bills,

Back then | did not know that he was a Chrstian, a 16t of brothers in here go under cover, cause olher inmates see Christi-
anity as a crutch. He talked to his wife, and then lalked to the people | was in debt to and paid them $800.00 to take the
green light off my back. ©n his way back from school, before lunchtime he stopped in frant of my cell and told me net to
worry, that my debl has been paid! He also said that he signed me up for church? | told him that it was not possible, cause
miy wife just lefi me for another man. She said that she was done supporting my bad habits! He said, °| paid it in full” | told
him, | had no way of paying him back his money, He said. "Dont worry bro, you can repay me by staying sober and
dwelling on the Word of God™

God is just amazing. Ten years ago, | remember praying 1o our Lord for the law to change and for Him 1o set me free! Mot
tea long ago He answered my prayer, | was convicled of two counis of firsi-degree murder and sentenced 12 two natural
lifes in prison. Not oo long ago | was given a celly named Crazy Eddie, a legal beagle abways filing lawsuits. Afler review-
ing my case, he said, "Dude, I'm sending you home!” The law has changed, the Supreme Court ruled! | did not know
anything about the law, 50 he filed some paper work on my behalf, Before | knew if, | got a letter from a judge, appoainting
me a lawyer 1o represent me in my post=conviclion relief. | mel him n person this week, as well as a Mitigation Specialist
for the second time. | don't know the words to express the feeling of God moving in my ife; all | know is that it is
“amazing”. The attomey tokd me, “vYour case had slipped through the cracks and that | was lucky 1o have filed in time_”

. _ .. condinuved on page 10
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THIS IS THE CONFIDENCE WE HAVE IN APPROACHING GOD: THAT IF WE ASK ANYTHING ACCORDING TO HIS
WILL, HE HEARS UsS. AND IF WE KNOW THAT HE HEARS US - WHATEVER WE ASK - WE KNOW THAT WE HAVE
WHAT WE ASKED OF HIM. 1 JOHN 5:14-15 (NIV)

Wramer Jhognosts
It has been a long time since | have communicated to you all. |
want to say thank you for the birthday card that you all
sigred and sent to me. | must be honest, I've been struggling
inmy walk with Jesus. | haven't fully given myself to Him and
it's only been hard on me. | ask that you pray for me 1o be able
to get right with Jesus. | will domy part as well. | thank you
guys for sticking with me. My mom likes to jump in and out of
mwy life which really messes with rmy mind, Thank you guys so
much and God bless you all and your families and your
church ... K.H.

| ask of you for your help to pray for my mather's pain to go
away. As James 5:74-15 says, “Is anyomne among you sick? Let
them call the elders of the church to pray over them and
anoint them with ofl in the name of the Lord. And the prayer
offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will
raise them up. If they have sinned, they will be forgiven.”|
ask for your help to pray for my mom to be cured. Also for me
to be able to see my daughter once again and to be a father
toher ... E.M.

How is everyone doing? As for mysell, trying to stay positive
here in this place. | know God is with rme here, I'm just missing
my family, I'm asking to please pray for my wife and my
daughters, that they stay safe while I'm away. | miss and love
them so much, | pray that God is watching ever them. Thank
you so much and please pray that | stay positive ... .M.

Flease pray for complete healing and deliverance in my entire
body. Also, for protection far my life and that the Lord will
stop the host of witchoraft enemies from spreading shameful
lies on me and taking my pictures without my permission.
Flease pray for me that the Lord will destroy all of those
pictures that the enemy took of me. Also, please pray for my
grandsons protection and that the Lord will returm therm back
home to me. They were taken away by injustice and lies. Pray
for salvation for my loved ones ... LA.

God bless you, brothers and sisters at Shercemers &1 (Shrist,
sorry thiat it took me so long to write, but I've been inthe
hospital, so ain't really had the time, But now they have me in
the medical ward. They did surgery on my chest because of a
bad infection and | almast didn’t make it. But now I'm a little
better just taking it one day at a time. Well, pray for me please,
I have been depressed. Thank you with all iy heart for the
beautiful card, as well as, for the positive words inside. Real
talk ... | really needed your words and the cards, It brought
me some sunshine in a gray workl. The assistant deputy
warden is starting a seber living pod, trying to help inmates
get off and away from drugs in the prison. | am signing up for
it arvd hoping to keep my new job they just gave me. Please
pray far me and ask other brothers and sisters to pray please
... LM.

Praize Neports
Dear Wade, Michelle, Deborah, Trina, Julie, Cash, Sparkles,
and all of God's children whe inspire me through His works
in (3hweromers for (3 firist. Thank you for the birthday card you
sent me to celebrate the life | have been blessed with ... God
is awesome!! For years you have been celebrating my birth
and sharing God's lowe with me. This IS the last year | will be
having a birthday in mankind's physical prison walls. It's
been a long time coming to reach my release date ... after
42 years collectively in prisons from Nebraska, New Mexico,
Arkansas, and lastly Arizona. It's been a long great ride in life
«o 01 real great ... but real and it's ny life | have come to
realize has the grace of our Father and Jesus from the very
beginning of this long journey | have been on. | really am
blessed to have the Slwrwmicrs fr Ghivist in my life. May God
bless you all with infinite love. | know | am indeed a blessed
man. On a separate note, L will be released in 11 months ... |
am more excited about meeting the (54343 brothers and
sisters than | am getting out on that day. A release day is just
another day given to God's children, to celabrate life as one
is a whole lot better when it's celebrated together in all His
glory. Please know you are all thought of every day by me,
and you are all in my prayers daily ... AM.

Well, the (Swromers for (it newsletter hit me right when |
needed it the most. | was feeling down and | was by nyself,
then BAM! The newsletter showed up AND | get a cellmate
who is also a Christian and we get along great. It's amazing

how God works! .., M.G.

God bless those whao fail yet still imd the will to stand. Lord
bless thase of us who have lost loved ones while we have
been incarcerated, Bless those of our loved ones who have
chosen to remain silent in our time of trial and tribulations.
May they remain strong In the way they know how, and et
that their silence within our lives be used as a testament to
God’s glory, for without His light and blessings we would not
hawve made it out of the darkness ... J.L.

| used to have trouble contralling my fists ... some are
tested and some are not. Some people know enaugh that
they are panicking, bul not very many pecple admit it.
Things tend to happen right on time. The key is to not doubt
iChrist, the King of Peace, the One and Only. | should be dead
but Jesus is alive! | lost contact with my Family for a while but
God restored them to me right on time. Brothers and sisters
im faith, | am encouraging you to stay on the right path. Just
know you are doing the right thing. | encourage you to stay
healthy and pray and receive God's forgiveness. Bless you all
... AL,
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Srom the “Suside

HOPE
By M.D.

The writer of Hebrews used this word to remind believers that God has given a hope that holds firm in any storm
(Hebrews 6:13-20). Hope is a healthy attitude. Anlicipating good brings comfort to the mind and heart. In conirast, a state
of hopelessneass is a terrible condition in which to find onasalf. It's both overwhelming and depressing to think that what
your facing cannot be changed or resolved. For the person who has lost all hope, ife looks like a long dark tunnel going
nowhere, Included in Proverbs is a verse that describes the result of this oppressive feeling when he says, "Hope
deferred makes the heart sick.”™ (Proverbs 13:12) Emotional, physical and even mental illness haunt a person who
feels frapped in a bleak situation. BUT as long as there is a God, NO situation is hopeless. In Him, we have the promise of
a sacond part of that same Prowverb that states, "Desire fulfilled is a tree of life.”

EEIiEvEm'{ﬂin:uwr-:- for (Sfirist have a hope that anchors our soul. Our relationship with Jesus Christ brings us close to the
throne of heaven, where we can cast ALL our burdens before an omnipotent God. Moreover, we can cling to Him through
any irial that comes our way, Because of the Lord’s great love, He provides strength for weary bodies, peace for anxious
minds and comfort for grieving heans. In short, He lights that darkenad tunnel and tendedy guides us through trying times.
Therefore, | MUST held on to "HOPE". I'd like to share, with our Sheremers for (Sbrist family, 2 couple of very powerful
teachings that | came across through , In Touch by Charles Stanlay.

God Waorks Through Our Trials - 2 Corinthians 12:7-10

The troubles and suffering that we experience in life are not random evenis withoul purpose. God works through them for
our good (Romans 8:28). We may not like or understand exactly what He's doing, but knowing some of His general goals
helps us trust Him and cooperale 5o we can reap the benefits of a season of affliction.

Protection. After Paul fervently asked that his thom in the flesh be removed, God revealed to him that it was a protection
from pride, YWe all have areas of weaknass thatl could lead us to s5in, and God in His wisdom knows how to safeguard us.
Sometimes pain accomplishes what nothing else will.

Reliance. Paul's thomn, which made him weak, also taught him to endure by relying on Christ's grace and strength. In the
samea way, the troubles in our ifé bring ws o the end of our rope so we'll reach out to the Lord in humble dependence,
Then we ane positioned to receive the divine strength He promises to provide.

Divine Perspective. When Paul finally realized what the Lord was trying to accomplish in his life, he viewed his suffering
in a total different way. He stopped focusing on it as pain and hindrance and instead became content. Paul could actually
rejoice because he recognized that Christ's power in him was mora important than freedom from pain.

Unless we realize that God always prioritizes the etermnal over the temporal, we won't see tha value of pain. According 1o 2
Corinthians 4:17, "Momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all com-

parison.” Therefore, we don't lose heart.
Passing Down a Legacy of Faith - 2 Timothy 7:7-8

What do you want to pass down to your children? We'd probably like to provide a large inheritance, but there's something
even more valuable - a spintual legacy.

Faul admired the faith heritage that was passed down to Timothy by his mother and grandmaother. Although Eunice and
Lois could not bestow salvation on Timothy, they modeled their faith in God and His Word. Timothy's greatest inhentance
was spiritual instruction and godly examples from these influential women. Mothers and fathers that want to pass along a
faith legacy will make the following values a part of their life.

Principles. Know and practice biblical principles. Parents can't pass down what they don't pessess, but those who love
and cbey God's Word will eagerly share what they've learned.

Pattern. Apply scriptural principles o your life and live them oul in front of your children. A consistent pattem of obedience
io God inspires children to seek Him, whereas saying one thing but doing another sets a poor example.
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Persistence. Never give up in vour attempts to impart spintual knowledge. | learned this wise habit from my mother, who
set out to install in me the values needed to become a godly adult. To teach a particular lesson, she'd keep telling me and
showing me until she was satisfied I'd gotten the message.

It's never too late to begin crafting a faith hentage. Like Timothy's mother and grandmother, lelfs not saitle for merely
raising our children to adulthood. Instead, our goal should be 1o become godly examples who inspire and teach them to
lowe and follow Jesus, First of all, beloved brothers and sisters at the Shwroesrs for L‘Elli!"a-id_ I'm S0 very grateful for your
monthly periodicals. They are a great source of inspiration. | just turned &0 this past February and with the exception of
ugly teeth and thinner hair, my youth is and continues (o be renewed like the eagles. Praise God|

Here's a bit of wisdom for you and all of cur readers. Right NOW God is working all arcund you in your lives. | pray that
Goad will open your spirtual eves to see what He's doing. The Holy Spint and the Word of God will instruct you and help
you know when and where God is working. Once you know where He's working, vou can adjust your life o join Him
where He is working. Onca you join God in what He is daing, you will experience Him accomplishing His activities through
your life. When you enter this kind of intimata love relationship with God, you will know and do the will of God and experi=
ence Him in ways you have NEVER known Him before, Only God can bring you into that kind of a relationship, AMD He
stands ready to do ol

*SPOKEN'
By H.AM.

Sirongholds in Iife appear 50 weak until they can'l be broken, ife and daath are in the longue, youll reap just what you've
spoken. Faith insures that you'll be set free, a proven benefactor, Living Word yvour eyes will see, pains tears changed into
laughter. So live life with an expectancy, things called not, as though they were, then you'll see Christ's joy in life as
sorrows start to blur, He who stilled the stormy sea, will calm your raging soul, and you'll find rest in Christ's love, He'll
make you more than whole. Our fulure’s read, the past is gone, omnipotent love’s been revealed, Salvation's come down
from His throne, whom all darkness (o Rght must yiebd.

Jesus said forgive them Father, God's love in pain poured out on high, for us whila on the Cross hanging, we all laft Him
there to die. Lost people need to hear the truth, voices boldly must proclaim, how Jesus spilt His life and blood, sinkess -
but bore its hormid pain. Living Water grow within, provide loves confidence, narmowing siraight the path before, to reflect
Christ's countenance. God's glory we were made for, mirrored image of our Lord, for Holy Spirit victory, God's Word must
be cur sword. Then no weapons formed against us, shall prosper in any way, and we'll see God's light in glory, forever
and a day. Never will we cease to gaze, at His glory up on high, as we worship in His Spirit, our hearts will stoop to fly.

In one way evil, may [ake its toll, but in seven it must flee, heavens love has conguered, cause Jesus set us free.

The sacrhfice who's life now saves, gives victory through God's Son, and heavenly might has foilled deaths plight, by Chirist
Jesus we have won.

Lord You are our batthe shield, and Living Word for our flight, souls shelter and strong tower, endowing Spint's light.

Lamb of God, the Resioring Breath, who's cleansing blood does renew, breathe on us immodality, rebirthing love, that
comas from You. Ancint our hearts, with the oil of joy, filled with prayer, may our lamp stands be, make us overcomers -
for those not compelled to see. Cause joys mirth to be contagious, like Christ's light beacon bright, a reminder of eternal
bliss, sky bourd in His sight. Reflect us such Your ways oh Lord, may Your armor enclose our all, cause us to vessel Your
honor, lest storms gaze stumble and fall. Holy Spanit speak within us, prompl our hearts to be love's best, reflect God's
Word living, to yvield Shalom's holy rest. Mercias greatest mystery is Your forgiving love, 50 vast, expanding time for all to
come, while seeking to forget sins past. God seems incomprehensible, omnipotent, trivine, Love, He's Father, Son and
Holy Ghost, all from a paradise above.

Jesus our Lord and Good Shepherd, as the Bread of Life, He did save, Immanuel, God within us, God's Son couldn't stay
in the grave. So now we have a new Spirit, the Comforter who's from above, He's our indwelling Helper, as God's omni-
present love. Soon will be our Lord's returning, bright with angels strong and tall, those loving Him are yearning the
trumpets rebel call. So wa're not content o be lukewarm, proclaiming His love wont cease, He took away life's pain,
replacing it with love’s sweel peace.,
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ot ibl: Study s
Job 37:1-42:17

By spending time observing the majestic and intricate parts of God's creation, we can be reminded of His power in every
aspect of our lives. (37:23)

was. God was not seeking answers fr . uhmr&umnheﬂﬂﬂﬁmemGﬂdlsmand
soveraignty. Only then could he hear s aally savin 9:1)

The next time you are tempbted 1o GO i to | ch He loves yvou, Remember Job's reaction when he
had his chance to speak. Are you worse off tha 15 than he? Give God a chance to reveal His greater
purpose for you, but remember that they ma if your life and not at the moment you desire.

{40:2-5) A

Cling tightly to your faith through all yok 00, will be rewarded by God, if not now, in the life to come,
(42:10-11) | ¥

2 Corinthians 4:13-5:10

Cur troubles should not diminish our faith 15
Problems and human limitations have several b

1) They remind us of Christ's suffering
2) They keep us from pride.
3) They cause us to look bayond this brief life,
4) Thay give us opportunitias to prove our faith to others.
5) They give God the opportunity fo demonstrate His power, See

The Holy Spint within us is our guarantee that God will give us an g -:_ . ] rn &l theresurrection. We have eternity in
us now, This truth should give us great courage and patience 0 endure --.,J_; we might have to experience, (5:5)

hete is a purpose in our suffering.

Psalm 44:9-26
The writer cried oul 1o God to save His people because of His unfs g love oihing can separate us from God's love, not
even death. (Romans 8:36-38) When you fear for your life, ask GO |. ar your deliverance, and remember that even death

cannot separate you from Him. (44:22-26)

Proverbs 22:13

This proverb refers (o an excuse a lazy person might uSe o avoid g gto . The excusa sounds silly to us, but that's
aften how our excuses sound to others. Don't rationaliz “*"‘ pur responsibilities serioushy and get to work.
(22:13)

'y »n
Foot” Notes

Hello to ya'lll So, | spend a  rooting around in the Ward, looking for Scrptura that is

rendered or boiled .ﬂ._tnm I;Iml'hdps explain Christianity, especially io new folks who

end up getting ca . hilﬂtWﬂth&t‘s hard to chew.

That being said, my ne ' 73, “Trust in the Lord and do good.”

Brothers and sisters pasic than thal. I's simple, self-explanatory, and to
the point.
May God's blessings cover ya'll with hope, grace, ! e 1o ya'll, short and tall ... vaya con Dios! Don't ride faster

than your angels can fly,
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A Lesson in Thanks

"In normal lite we hardly realize how much more we receive than we give, and life cannot be rich without such gratitude. It
is 50 easy o overastimate the importance of our own achievements compared with what we owe 1o the help of others.” -
Dietrich Bonhoaffer

Giving thanks is good for cur souls, Still, we all have the question, "How can | give thanks in all circumstances? The
answer i3 Only by the power of the Holy Spirt. Immediately after commanding the Thessalonians to give thanks in all cir-
cumstances Paul says, "Don’ put ouf the Spirit's fire.” (1 Thessalonians 5:13) You need ihe fire of the Holy Spirit in
your soul if you are ever going o be able to give thanks m all circumstances. Perhaps we can learn this valuable lesson
from a great man who went before us.

Abraham Lincoln's life was marked with pain and difficulty.

= When he was nine, his mother died.

= Though he loved books, he received litle formal education.

= His sisler died in childbirth.

= Al age twanty-four he was left badly in debt when a store he invested in failled.

» Whin he was twvanty-five the woman he loved caught fever and died--he suffered deap deprassion,

= Three years later he proposed to another woman and she tumed him down.

« Al thirty-four he lost the nomination for U.S. Congress-—-one of many elections that he would lose.

= Only one of his four sons lived to adulthood--one died just short of age four, one at age 11, one at 18.

Lincoin faced great obstacles and suffered deep depression. He would be remembered as one of the greatest presidents
for his courage in ending slavery.

And we owe to him gratitude for his great Proclamation of Thanksgiving. Lincoln was not a man who grieved without hope.
He knew the absolute necessity of giving thanks in all times. Consider these words, share them with your family this
Thanksgiving ... Proclamation of Thanksgiving

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.
A PROCLAMATION,

The year that is drawing lowards its close, has been led with the Blessings of fruitful fields and healthful skies. To these
bountes, wiieh are 2o constantly amjoyed thal we are prene fo forga! the source from which they come, athers have baon
added, which are of 50 extraordinary a nature, that they cannof fail to penetrate and soften even the heant which iz habifu-
ally insansible to the ever walchful providence of Almighty God, In the midst of a civil war of unequaled magnitude and
saverity, which has somelimes seemed to foreign States to imvite and lo provoke thelr aggression, peace has been pre-
sanved with all nations, arder has been maintained, the laws have been respected and cheyed, and harmony has pre-
valled evenpwhere except in the thealter of military confiict: while that theater has been greatly contracted by the advancing
anmies and navies of the Union. Needful diversions of wealth and of sirength from the fields of peaceful indusiry to the
national defense, have not arested the plough, the shuttle or the ship, the axe has enlarged the borders of our seftie-
menis, and the mines, as well of iron and coal as of the precious metals, have yielded even more abundamnily than hereto-
fore. Population has steadily increased, notwithstanding the waste thal has been made in the camp, the siege and the
batileffeld; and the country, rejoicing in the consciousness of augmented strength and vigor, is permitted to expect continu-
ance of years with large increase of freedom, No human counsel hath devised nor hath any mortal hand worked out these
graal things. They are the gracious gits of the Most High God, who, while dealing with ug in anger for our sing, hath newv-
ertheless remembered mercy. It has seemed fo me it and proper that they shouwld be solemnly, reverently and gralefully
acknowledged as with one heart and one voice by the whale American People, | do therefore invite my fellow citizens in
every part of the United Stales, and also those who are af sea and those who are sojourning in foreign lands, fo sef apart
and cbserve the last Thursday of November nexf, as a day of Thanksgiving and Praise (o our bereficent Faffer who
dwelieth in the Heavens. And | recormmend to them thal wiile offering up the ascripiions jusily due o Him for such
simgular deliverances and Dlessings, they do also, with humble penifence for our national perverseness and disobedience,
cammend o His tender care all those who have become widows, orphans, moumers or sufferers in the lamentable chvil
stnfe in which we are unavaidably engaged, and fervently impiore fhe inferposition of the Almighty Hand to heal the
wewnds of the nation and 1o restore it as soon as may be eansistant with the Divine purposas o the full anjoyment of
peace, harmaony, franguilify and Union.

in testimony whereaf, | have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the United States fo be affixed.

Done at the city of Washington, this Third day of Oclober, i the year of our Lord one thousand eght hundred and sixy-
three, and of the Independence of the United States the Eighty-aighth.

IR ENICOSI Shwrcomers for Shirist @.0. Box 42023 Phoenix, Arizona 85080
Vg s (6021#72-8741 » OC4Cphx@gmail.com



Ovarcomer's Testmonies continued from page 4

| have a daughter who is 25 years old. | talked to her on the phone not (oo long ago. | had not heard from her in years.
She now wanis (o be a part of my life, and that alone makes me want 10 ba a better parson, a stronger Christian. | am 40
vears old; | can’t wait to meel my grandson!! Take him camping ard fishing along with my daughter. | had a dream, and in
that dream God broke my chains and set me free, 1o do just that. I'm just waiting for that day to come! My conversion to
Christianity has been the best thing that ever happened to me, and | want others o know my truth. Through God, all
things are possiblal

Teday, thers is no hatred in my heart; | am happy and full of joy!! No drug in the world could ever replace that feeling. |
want to thank you all for the Birthday Gards you have sent me these past few years, they made me feel real good inside,
somebody remembered me! Even though most of my biological family has forgotten me, or passed away. My Chiristian
family is plenty and strong, God bless you all for evarything yvou do every day. There has always been a Christian around
me to lend a helping hand, especially when | needed it most! When | was lost and addicted to drugs, they helped me
replaca the needla for the Word of God, and for that, | will always be gratefullll

My only addictions are writing and listening to Gospel music, You are probably wondering why | am writing you, telling yvou
all this. | dream a lot and that's probably cause | am always thinking, I'm real quiet. | had a dream and in that dream | was
burning up alive in a lake of fire, it felt so real! | woke up dripping in sweat; | could feel that pain of the lames! All | can
remembaer is invoking the power of Christ, but it was not Christ who pulled me out of the lake of fire, it was you! |
remember you telling me thal everything was going to be all right, that the flames would never touch me again. Your face
was clearly from the pictures, | sea your newsletter every month, but your hair was while as snow,

Please keep my in your prayers! | believe that we are all here for a reason, we all have a purpose. Mine is to help others
in here overcome addictions, like | did in here. Most prisoners are not locking for the change in their lives, they are lost
and blind. But there is always the possibility of finding one whe is, and that is what keeps me going strong! | am doing my
best to study the Word of God, 1o be able to spread His message behind these walls, I'm on my way to becoming a
preacher, and nothing is going to stop me, not the devil or his minions!!

I'mi trying to sign up for G.E.D. courses right now, | already turned in the inmate letter. Before this law came into effect, |
did not care about an education, but now that | might have a release date, | really do. | should ba back in the county jail
fighting my case early next year, isn't that great? All thanks 1o our Lord Jesus Christ who heard and answered my prayer. |
will continue 1o stay sober one day at a time, please keep me in your prayers. Any halp in educating mysalf in the Word of
God is greatly appreciated. Thank you for taking your time and reading this letter, - LV,

What Others Are Japing...

"Hello, | am writing because | recently got to read some of yvour newslelters. | must say | enjoyed reading them and would
like 1o know if | could be placed on your mailing Nist? You guys are doing a wonderful thing for us. May God bless you all,
Thank you.” - M.O,

"Greetings and blessings to all the Swremers for Sfrist brothers and sisters. | want you to know that | have been praying
for you since the last time | spoke with you on the phone. As you may remember, after my jail time | was relsased while on
pre-trial for 5 months. It was in those 5 months that | had the honor of attending the Shercomers for (Skrist meetings. During
thase S months, | also stayed sober and lived for God. | fought a good fight and knew that God had plans for ma right here
at prizon. When | got here | was so excited 1o run across your newsletter to get the address.™ - B.M.

"| thank Gad for you and the ministry team there at the G343 along with the support of Living Word Bibke Church. | am
encouraged by your words of teaching and wisdom in the newsletters, and especially by the leiters and messages sown
by fellow prisoners. | continue o seek your counsel and advise.” - G.H.

" Shereomers for (i, I'm writing you this letter to let you all know that | got the mail that you send me and | appreciate it
very much. | don't get much mail here but if's no big thing. | would just like to thank all of you there for the things yvou are
daing for all of us.” - R.D.

"| extend grace, peace and blessings 1o all of you there at the SSE 1 WOW' you guys never cease to amaze me, thank
wyou for the wonderful birthday card. And 50 far, you all are the only onas that have aven thought aboul me at this time.
And | send a special thanks to Deborah for the other card that she took the time to send o me as well. It seems that you
all always come through at just the right time. Sometimes I'm really feeling down and you always come through. Just know
that God has vou all deing His work, you are deing a great job and | pray that He bless yvou bevond measure!” - R.G.
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The evil turkey is trying to steal people’s thankfulness. L.Il'tr:auc:u'h:..r 15 stopping the evil turkey from
stealing people's thankfulness.

“All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more and more people may
cause thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God."” 2 Corinthians 4:15

DQuote Worthy

*In those desperate times when we feel Hke we don't have an ounce of strength, He will gently pick
up our heads so that our eyes can behold something—something that will keep His hope alive in
us."

- Kathy Troccoli - a contemporary Christian music singer, songwriter, author,; and speaker.

Ministry Tithes & Offerings

It takes the body of Christ working together to create, print, and mail this newsletter. None of this would be possible without the
faithful suppart of many people who believe in this ministry. The vision of this ministry & to offer hope, love, and encouragemeant
o those who are incarcerated. You are investing in spreading the Word of God to last souls, encouraging, mentaring, and
discipling believars.

Here is how you can give to the Shocroomers for S hrist ministry:

By check or money order - Make checks payable to Living Word Bible Church and in the memo section put “For Overcomers for
Christ” Mail your check or money ander to PO Box 42023, Phoenix, Arizona 85080

We thank everyone who sows into this ministry. We pray all that vour hands touch will be richly blessed, and that you will have
abundance in every arca of your life,

Your giving does qualify as a charitable contribution on your taxes. For donations of less than 5250, vour cancelled chieck is suffi-
cient proof for taxes, For donations of 3250 or more, you will receive a confribution statement from the organization. If you have
any questions, please call or write Wade Anderson.
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l be tewards img your change of address when youw move (o help reduce unnecessary wasle and expense
RIAL Wade “Duck™ An . Michelle Anderson ART & DESIGN John Dobbins PRINTING Living Word Bible Church
hercemers for (3 frist @ Ministry of Living Word Bible Church
wiwhw livingwordonling.org jasonivingwaordgmail.com
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