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[bookmark: _Hlk191395563]“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (2 Corinthians 1:2, NRSVUE) (2) Amen.
You know as I read over these words as I was preparing the bulletin, then even as I was starting my research, I had really felt as if I had preached on them before. These words and the story from this Gospel Text seemed so familiar, yet no matter how many times I looked back into old files from the past 11 years I just could not seem to find anything. Well… that was until there was that ugh huh moment and that proverbial light bulb clicked on above my head. It was at that very moment I had realized this text is not solely reviewed once per year on Christ the King Sunday, but it has a chance to be focused on twice a year. So, I went back and reviewed my Sermon from Palm Sunday. Now mind you there was so much more as our reading for that day is traditionally the entire Passion. So, as I read over what related to this particular portion of the text, I debated letting it be a one and done kind of thing. However, there was so much conviction in what I shared on April 13th of this year that it would almost be downright criminal not to share those very words from that day yet again. Let alone, not just share them for and with you, but for me to also hear once again as well. So, let us enter that space from April 13th together once again today as we dive into this text even further with one another.
“For me it is the Compassion and Forgiveness that we hear in Luke Chapter 23 verses 39 to 43. It is the discussion between the three men hanging on crosses and suffering the same pain and fate despite what they did or did not do. There just was no undoing things at this point. They were all hanging there in excruciating pain and facing their inevitable earthly death. Now, of course one man chooses to taunt Jesus, and act like so many of the others. It is interesting that even in this man’s darkest hour instead of asking for Compassion and Forgiveness, he chooses to continue on with his peculiarly rude self. His personality is front and center, and there is no changing him despite being in Jesus’ presence. Then, of course, there is the other guy who pretty much tells his buddy to shut it. He tells his buddy that they have done wrong, and deserve what they are getting, but he says that Jesus does not and that He is innocent. We even hear more of his conviction and observation as he testifies to who he truly believes Jesus is as he makes the ultimate of all requests in verse 42 and says, “Jesus, remember me when you come in your kingdom.” (2) Those words pull at my heart strings every time I read or hear them. “Jesus, remember me when you come in your kingdom.” (2) He asks for Compassion and Forgiveness in his final hour. He asks for Compassion and Forgiveness not because he feels he deserves it, but he knows that Jesus has an abundance of it to give. His heart and his mind have shifted into the right place despite what he or his buddy have done wrong in their lives. Compassion and Forgiveness are hanging on the cross right next to him, and he reaches out and asks for it. ….. Just as this man came to learn, we also come to learn as well that, “Jesus’ suffering is the visible sign of God’s invisible grace.” (7)
Now, here is the uncomfortable part. Here is the part that you and I may or may not like to picture. You and I are actually hanging up there on the cross with Jesus each and every single day. You and I are the ones denying that we are doing anything wrong. We are denying that we are still falling short of the complete Compassion and Forgiveness that can be provided. We have to die to self-daily, as we are reminded of from our very own baptisms. We all too often are the first man who is mocking Jesus because we feel that we can do things on our own. Sometimes we even feel that we are doing right no matter what someone else tells us. This is the very reminder that even if our heart is in the right place when we are out their caring for and praying for one another, when we are studying and reading scriptures, that we unfortunately are still bound by sin. So, with our heart, we need to get our mind right too. We need to be more like the second guy. We need to hold nothing back. We need to ask for total and complete Compassion and Forgiveness each and every day. We need to realize that our Triune God is in total control at all times and in all places. We need to fully submit ourselves so that we will also hear those beautiful words from verse 43, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.” (2)”
That very message served its purpose on April 13th, and it yet again serves its purpose here today as well. We look at the title of king in such a different manner in worldly terms of course. To be honest, it may even be a term or title that makes some of us just a little uncomfortable, and that is okay. However, let us all be reminded that this King does not rule with a mighty fist. Let alone that this King is no monarch that rules for a temporary period of time. This King is so completely different that He prays for those that did him wrong even in His last hours. This King provides mercy and forgiveness in a totally different manner than one might provide a temporary pardon, for it indeed is life-altering and soul-stirring. This King captures our minds and our hearts when we fully submit, when we repent, and when we allow Him in. That title that hung above His head on the cross was so limited because He was indeed the King of all while reigning from the cross, forgiving our sins, and ensuring that death would no longer have that sting and final word.
As we end this season of green, this season of growth, this church year we now move into a new year filled with new expectations, anticipation, and hope. Advent arrives next Sunday and we begin our annual journey to yet again welcome the Christ Child into the world. With that many of us also struggle at this time of year as well. Many of us wish we had certain loved ones right along side of us to celebrate the holidays and move into the new calendar year with us. Unfortunately, they are just not here with us. However, because what our King did, because our King did not order others to take Him off the cross, but chose to hang there and fully submit to the Father and fulfill scripture, we all have the blessed assurance that we will meet again. We know that the good-byes we delivered over the years are not final, but temporary. We live because Christ lived. We love because Christ loved. We rejoice because Christ has provided an opportunity for each and every single one of us to have eternal life in His Kingdom with and alongside of Him. Our King has not trampled us down or shaken us, but has given us an opportunity like no other, and we need to reach out and grab it and fully surrender. We need to follow in the exact footsteps of the least likely of all fellows that hung right there alongside of Jesus on the cross. We need to reach out and take what God has truly blessed us with. This is why we celebrate Christ the King Sunday, because we have a King like no other, and shame on us if we do not rejoice and go out there in the world and share that with others!
[bookmark: _Hlk199781786]Amen.














Luke 23:33-43 (NRSVUE)
     Amid scoffing and slander from those who sarcastically call him Messiah and 
     king, Jesus reveals that to be Messiah and king is to give one’s life for others. 
     Here he uses his power to welcome a despised sinner to paradise but puts his 
     own death into God’s hands.

     33 When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus 
     there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34 [[Then Jesus said, 
     “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”]] And they cast 
     lots to divide his clothing. 35 And the people stood by watching, but the leaders 
     scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah 
     of God, his chosen one!” 36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and 
     offering him sour wine 37 and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save 
     yourself!” 38 There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the 
     Jews.”
  
     39 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, 
     “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other rebuked him, 
     saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of 
     condemnation? 41 And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are 
     getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” 
     42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come in your kingdom.” 43 He 
     replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”
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