THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2016

PICKENS COUNTY PROGRESS

PAGE 17A

Programs at Funk Center
Feb. 16 address will feature
history of Ku Klux Klan
Author William Rawlings
returns to the Funk Heritage
Center of Reinhardt University
on February 16 at 2 p.m. He
will discuss the research he
completed for his new book,
The Second Coming of the Invisible Empire. Mercer University Press set March 2016 for
the release date for this book
about the history of America's
Ku Klux Klan.
Look for this writer to explain many new and fascinating
insights into this unique and
important episode in American
History. He had a sell-out
crowd for his lecture last year
at the museum.

A retired physician, Dr.
Rawlings developed his interest
in writing relatively late in life.
His first five novels have been
commercially successful, earning great reviews and interest
from Hollywood. Born and
raised in Sandersville, GA, he
still lives on the family farm.
After completing his postgraduate medical training in Internal Medicine at Johns
Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore,
he returned to Sandersville to
practice medicine with his father. Admission for the lecture
is $5, free for members. Call
770-720-5967 for reservations.

Dead Georgians author will
detail native American removal
Dr. George R. Lamplugh
will present a lecture about the
removal of Georgia’s Native
Americans at the Funk Heritage Center on February 25 at
2 p.m.
His recent book, In Pursuit
of Dead Georgians, is about
this historian’s excursions into
the history of his adopted state.
It includes a collection of many
of his well-researched essays.
The title of his February 25 lecture is “Indian Removal and
Party Politics in Georgia.”
This topic is the result of his

study of Georgia’s Governor
George R. Gilmer (1829-1831,
1837-1839) and the Cherokees.
Dr. Lamplugh retired from
the faculty of The Westminster
Schools in Atlanta in 2010.
Since then, he has been working on a series of blogs and essays exploring some of the
South’s and Georgia’s most
fascinating historical events.
Come enjoy an afternoon
with this interesting historian.
Admission for the lecture is $5,
free for members. Call 770720-5967 for reservations.

Fine Chinese, Thai,
Japanese Restaurant
Sushi • Sake
Beer • Wine
744 Noah Dr.
Jasper, GA
Mountain Highland
Tel: 706-253-1155
Fax: 706-253-1105

All Computer Services & Repairs
On-Site Service Home or Office!
✓ Viruses, Pop ups, & Spyware Removal
✓ Computer Repair & Parts
✓ Custom Build New or Used Computers
✓ Software Installation & Upgrades
✓ Network Solutions, Setup & Security
Over 25 Years Experience

Bob Bell & Associates
Serving All of North Georgia
706-301-9148
24 hours a day - 7 days a week

TRADITION
TREE SERVICE
Jasper, GA

Josh

Generations of Tree Care
• Free Estimates
• Fully Insured
• Tree Removal
• Tree Pruning
•Brush Chipping
Bail

C: 678-848-1751
H: 706-253-0122

with our new chipper
traditiontreeservice80@gmail.com

Georgia Arborist Association Member

Biggest Hype of 2015? Donald Trump? Cam
Newton? Nope, it was the year’s best selling book
By David R. Altman
Books & Writers Editor
Sometimes things surprise you.
Like Denver beating New England. Bernie tying Hillary. Ellijay
beating Jasper.
According to Publisher’s
Weekly, the best selling book of
2015 was another one of those
hard-to-believe stories. It was not
Paula Hawkins’ The Girl on the
Train or John Grishman’s Rogue
Lawyer. It wasn’t even Bill
O’Reilly's Killing Reagan, which
sold 851,980 copies.
It was a book that was the most
anticipated release of the past five
years—Harper Lee’s Go Set a
Watchman, which sold 1.6 million
copies. If you were one of the people who pre-ordered that book you
probably also placed a bet on the
Patriots, right? I mean, it was a
sure thing.
But, like hilly, split-named Ellijay winning out over beautiful
Jasper in terms of economic
growth, this book was a shocker.
Not because people weren’t ready
for it—but because they were so
sure it would be another classic.
It had to be one of the greatest
sales promotions in book publishing history. The world was hoping
that the author of To Kill a Mockingbird would, fifty years after her
classic was published, would bring
us another unforgettable tale about
the deep South.

jumping on the bandwagon.
Some were suspicious of all the
hype. The New Yorker wrote “not
since Hemingway’s estate sent
down seemingly completed novels
from on high, long after the author’s death, has a publisher gone
about so coolly exploiting a much
loved name with a product of such
mysterious provenance.”
Then the book emerges and
Goodreads give it a 3.3 out of 5.
National Public Radio called it
“…a troubling confusion of a
novel,” with the The New Yorker
adding that “…if ‘Mockingbird’
did not exist, this book would
never have been published.”
And all this while controversy
churned about what the New Republic called the “suspicious” nature
of
‘Watchman’s’
publication—a publication which
came 3 months after Harper Lee’s
caretaker sister passed away, and
the fifty-year-old manuscript was
suddenly found by Harper Lee’s
lawyers.
Building up all that Super
Bowl-type excitement and then
having a mediocre product was
something just short of a scam.
To be fair, we buyers were all
willing participants, so I guess
shame on us. Mostly, what a
shame for Ms. Lee—whose reputation will not be tarnished by this
mediocre book—a book that many
believe was originally rejected 50-

The best-selling but certainly
not the best book of the past
year.
years ago as a ‘first draft’ for
‘Mockingbird’.
So, even though book buyers
and much of the publishing community thought it was going to be
great—it simply wasn’t. Like the
2015 film Jurassic World, it could
never live up to its hype, much
less the original film.
One final note about Harper
Lee. While Go Set a Watchman
was number one in 2015—Ms.
Lee also held on to the number
seven position, where the extraordinary To Kill A Mockingbird is
still going strong half a century
later--outselling current books like
Kristin Hannah’s The Nightingale
and Steven King’s Finders Keepers.
Still, I doubt Go Set a Watchman will be on anyone’s best
seller list even next year, let alone
fifty years from now.
P.S. Maybe the Super Bowl
hype won’t be as bad as the hype
around ‘Watchman’ (but with an
underdog Hall of Famer going
against the game’s Biggest Mouth,
don’t bet on it.

Parenting Expert Offers Advice

Why do today's parents have so many challenges
By John Rosemond
A journalist asks, “Why do
today’s parents seem to be having so many more parenting difficulties than did parents of
previous generations?”
There is more than one answer to the question; or, there is
one answer with a number of aspects. One of the primary features of parenting back
then—“then” being before the
psychological parenting revolution that began in the late
1960s—was cultural consensus.
With rare exception, everyone
agreed on how children should
be raised. The fundamentals included that parents, not children,
were the center of attention in a
family, they ran the show, and
children did what they were told
simply because they were told.
The legitimacy of parent authority was a given; therefore, parents were not required to explain
themselves to children. In effect,
pre-psychological parenting adhered to the KISS (keep it simple, stupid) principle before that
was even articulated.
That consensus was shattered
by the cacophony of expert
voices that began arising in the
late 1960s. As parent-babble increased, so did parenting disagreement. Today, parenting
differences are one of the leading
causes of divorce. Informal polls
I’ve conducted indicate that at
least 50 percent of grandparents
do not approve (to varying degrees, of course) of how their
grandchildren are being raised.
The primary complaint I hear
from teachers and school administrators is that today’s parents
are more likely to disagree than

Rocco’s Pub
Valentine’s Day
Special
Steak & Shrimp...
Cool sounds of
Chicago Matt
www.facebook.com/roccospub

47 Mountainside Village Parkway (Right off 515) Jasper, GA 30143

706-253-1900

But it was not to be. This book
was not only hard to read—it was
hard to follow. And it left us feeling that the South had been stereotyped even more harshly than it
was in ‘Mockingbird’. The generation that reads about Atticus
Finch now will no longer look at
him as the unforgettably good
character and hero of Ms. Lee’s
first novel.
Go Set a Watchman, released
last July, was actually written before ‘Mockingbird’ but the manuscript was supposedly “recovered”
this past February. This news came
courtesy of the P.T. Barnumesque
lawyers who have been handling
Ms. Lee’s affairs as she continues
to reside, reportedly in ill health,
in an Alabama assisted living
home.
HarperCollins, who published
the book, called it “…a historic literary event.” No one could argue
that another Harper Lee book
would be interesting, but that was
assuming the book would be as
good as the first one.
And it just wasn’t HarperCollins. The Wall Street Journal
had a ‘sneak peak’ of the book—
publishing its first chapter on July
10th, four days before the book’s
release. The New York Times editorial page called it “…perhaps the
most important novel on race to
come out of the white South in
decades.” Hmmmm. Talk about

agree with at-school discipline.
More than a few parents have
told me they don’t allow their
kids to play at certain other children’s homes because of parenting differences.
In short, parenting disagreements fracture marriages, families, and friendships. It now
appears that parenting should be
added to religion and politics as
“don’t talk about” subjects.
Issues that were non-issues 60
years ago have become major
sources of controversy—family
sleeping arrangements, discipline
(generally), spanking (specifically), diet, education…every-

thing. And as is the case with
American politics, the parenting
middle ground is disappearing as
parenting wars become part of
the culture war.
Once upon a not-so-long-ago
time, there was a village in which
adults agreed and supported one
another concerning child-rearing
matters. Children, therefore,
knew what to expect. Today, the
village is a cacophonous battleground. Confusion has replaced
consensus. The foundations have
been destroyed. What was once a
fairly straight path from infancy
to emancipation has become a
long and winding road to who-

knows-what or even when.
Psychologists would probably
say we need a cultural conversation about how to raise kids.
Nah. We have already over-intellectualized a process that is done
primarily from the heart, not the
head. We definitely do not need
more talk, more intellectualizing.
We simply need to get back to
square one, which, if that’s ever
going to happen, will take place
one parent at a time. Who wants
to go first?
Family psychologist John
Rosemond: johnrosemond.com,
parentguru.com

STARTING FEBRUARY 1ST: OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9:00 AM - 10:00 PM
SATURDAY
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
SUNDAY
1:00 PM - 6:00 PM

