I am glad you are here for worship today, 


because we get to discuss wrath, 



particularly the wrath of God.  

Wrath is a word that I was first exposed to 


from Star Trek II: The Wrath of Khan.  SLIDE
When I first watched it, 


I didn't pay close attention to why 



Khan was on a mission to kill Captain James T. Kirk.  

What I did pick up, 


was that Khan's wrath had passion 


and a sense of justice behind it.  



He had been exiled to the planet in decent shape, 




but a neighboring planets destruction soon changed the eco system 



and killed those Khan loved.  


The lack of attention from Starfleet 



while his people were now living in a wasteland 




set Khan on a path of vengeance for the pain he experienced, 


while Kirk moved on unaware of the suffering of the people.

That is how I understood wrath.  


In High School, 


the word appeared again in The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck.  SLIDE
A novel showing that God will bring his wrath down 


when the time is right. 

In this case, 


God's wrath will be directed against those 



who exploit the migrants, 



who band together 




and help each other survive 



while leaving the working class to suffer.

These two give us examples of wrath.  

The Webster's definition of wrath is, SLIDE

“: strong vengeful anger or indignation 


2: retributory punishment for an offense or a crime 


: divine chastisement.”  

Webster is on track with Star Trek and Steinbeck, 


but not quite what God's wrath is.  SLIDE
Leon Morris gives a fuller definition to God's wrath versus human wrath 


when he define it as a “strong and settled opposition to all that is evil.” 


“arising out of God's very nature.”  

Further clarifying, 

“a burning zeal for the right coupled with a perfect hatred for everything evil.”
Understanding what wrath is matters, 


because this whole scene of the 7 bowls are bookended by God's wrath.  SLIDE


15:1 and 16:19 both center around God's wrath.  

So I want to know, 

and you do to, 


who receives God's wrath?  

Now obviously, 


God is never in favor or evil 


and always for righteousness.  

Nor does Revelation have a corner on the use of the word wrath, 


as it appears 195 times in scripture 


and an underlying issue in all books of the Bible is 



what is God's will 



and what is not, 




Good versus Evil.

But there are a few cues that help us know who will fully get all of God's wrath.  

The first clue SLIDE

is the structure of the 7 part process of the bowls



that echoes the seals and the trumpets, 

and in theory the thunders 


if we would have heard those.  

As we have mapped out that process, 


we have gone from a quarter with the seals, 


to a third with the bowls, 


in theory thunders would have been half, 


and now full wrath with the bowls.  

We need to remember that we established precedent for each of these processes 


have been from a different perspective 



seeing the same thing.  SLIDE
Just as my wedding anniversary means different things to my mom, 


my wife, 


and my children.  
Same event, 


different perspectives, SLIDE
so does God's interaction of judgement look differently for the church with the seals, 


those who may repent with the trumpets, 


and those who willfully reject God with the bowls.  

The pattern from Exodus is used.  


Sores, blood, blood, fire, and darkness.  

The sores are similar to the boils of the 6th plague, 


but more intense.  

The second and third bowls have plagues of blood first in the sea, 


then the river.  

Echoing the first plagues of the Nile river turning to blood, 


but again, more vast.  

Not just the nile, 


but all rivers and springs and seas.  

The fourth bowl with the Sun scorching heat 


doesn't have an Exodus parallel, 



but does have a strong contrast between those who have repented 



and those who still rebel. 


7:16 tells us that the redeemed, 

“The sun will not beat upon them, nor any scorching heat.”  

Meanwhile, the stubborn were, 


“seared by the intense heat and they cursed the name of God.”  

The fifth bowl with darkness echoes the 9th plague.  


An interesting piece to note from the curse in Egypt 



is that darkness did not strike Goshen, 




where the Israelites lived. 



Likewise, this darkness over the throne of the beast 




only occurs for the followers of the beast.  

It occurs on them, 


for the same reason that every other plague is happening 


and why the plagues fell upon Pharoah, 



because they hardened their heart.  


“They refused to repent.”  

The Sixth plague has the frogs of the second plague and the Euphrates of the sixth trumpet.  The people beyond the Euphrates is what Rome feared the most.  They had not yet conquered beyond this and feared what may still come.  It is interesting that the frogs in Egypt are numerous and affect all the people of Egypt, but here at the end, it only takes 3 frogs to affect all the people who are unrepentant.  In this 6th plague, we also reach the place where the name Armageddon finds its origins.  Notice I said origins, instead of found.  In the Greek, it is Har-Magedon, a transliteration of the Hebrew word Har-Meggido.  Har meaning mountain, Meggido a place name from 2 Kings 23 where King Josiah faced off with King Neco of Egypt and the fall of Judah began, eventually being completed by Babylon.  The hitch here, is that Meggido is a rich and fertile plain with nothing resembling a mountain anywhere near.  So the anti-Jesus forces gather in a place where they will face the reversal of what occurred to Judah.  In Revelation 19, we will hear that Jesus wins, but the battle is never fought.  Jesus wins just by showing up and speaking a word.  So as we hear Armageddon being used, I would encourage you to hear it as a name symbolizing an event where the last resistance of the unrepentant happens before God's new creation fully breaks in.


The 7th bowl with the earthquakes, lighting, thunder, and 100 pound hail stones come as “It is finished.”  John last used that phrase in the Gospel at 19:30, “When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.”  In this action, all of those since who have repented, have been able to experience new life.  The door has been open for a long time, but at some point, Jesus is clear that it will close.  Those who refuse to repent will suffer accordingly what they have chosen.  We become like what we worship and they worshipped the beast and not God. 


While the 100 pound hailstones, the destruction of cities from Earthquakes leaves the unrepentant cursing God, where does it leave us?  It should leave us in horror and we should feel the horror.  The symbolism is meant to give us the courage to speak to those who are hard hearted and love them the best we can, so that they might repent.  Otherwise, they are facing not ¼ or a 1/3, but all of God's wrath and it is complete destruction.


We should also realize they deserve it and we would deserve it too, if not for the grace of God.  God's wrath is chosen and earned.  J.I. Packer challenged us last week by proclaiming, “Nobody stands under the wrath of God, save those who have chosen to do so.”  As we experience these things in our life and refuse to repent, choose to continue on without God, we should not be surprised when God lets us have life without him.  16:6 has the Angels proclaiming that they get what they deserve.  They had to work at it, but they earned God's wrath through their actions over and over and never repenting.


Their not repenting is not because they did not have time.  Even today, if we are sensing a hardening of our hearts towards life or others, or God, we have time to repent.  God is giving all of us a chance even now.  The trumpets call for repentance, if we ignore them, then we need to be ready to drink the bowls of God's wrath, for it is what we deserve.


God is just and gives blood to drink to those who spilled blood.  Gives separation from God and his goodness to those who chose anything but God to worship and follow.  In the end, even God's judgement is merciful.  Not because he lets everyone off for what they have done.  But because the mercy of judgement come from having time to repent and providing a way out of the judgement if we wish to exercise our way out.  The way happened when Jesus first said, “It is finished.”  When he says it again, judgement will proceed forward for those who have not chosen to be part of what Jesus first finished on the cross and for those who have.  So we all need to be repenting of the things that are not in line with Jesus and his ways.  Darrell Johnson concludes his commentary on this chapter with, “There is not refuge from the judging God.  But there is refuge in the judging God.”  


Have we chosen to run from the judging God or be in the judging God.  We know that this God has wrath, “a burning zeal for the right coupled with a perfect hatred for everything evil.”  If we wish for this evil to be erased from us, we need to turn to the blood of Jesus to make things right.  The blood which could make Khan and Captain Kirks feud end, as well as Joads and others against the wealthy and corporate structures of our world.  It can end in one of two ways.  Destruction or repentance.  The choice is always there, until Jesus returns and it is finished.
God remembered Babylon the Great and gave her the cup filled with the wine of the fury of his wrath.

I saw in heaven another great and marvelous sign: seven angels with the seven last plagues—last, because with them God’s wrath is completed.









