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President’s Report
So, we are still in the throes of COVID-19 and its many repercussions. These are
indeed very stressful times and it seems as though they will continue for a while. While your
Chapter continues to function your foremost concern should be your health and safety. So, be
sensible in your daily activities and protect yourself and family members as advised by public
health officials. But, in the middle of all this your Chapter continues to plan and execute its
functions.
Memorial Day. A federal holiday honoring and mourning military personnel who died
while serving in the US Armed Forces. As I write this paragraph it is the observed Memorial
Day for 2020. My wife and I watched the PBS Memorial Day Celebration on TV last night.
During the 90 minute program only one person, Colin Powell, reached back to 1775 to
acknowledge sacrifices by our Patriots before we were even a country. So, as you think back
on Memorial Day for 2020 think about your Patriot(s) and the conditions they endured from
1775 – 1783 as they embarked on the grand experience in creating a new country. Although
celebrations were limited this year we did have a few Chapter members engaged in Memorial
Day activities. Chaplain James Henderson (representing AUSA) spoke at the Huntsville
virtual celebration. And Bob Baccus played taps at Redstone Village for the almost 80
veterans who reside there. He also participated in Taps Across America at 3:00 Memorial
Day as countless buglers and trumpeters played taps from their porches. Jess Brown and Kim
Griffith continued their WLRH Moments in History with PSA broadcasts on Memorial
Day. Many thanks to these and perhaps others who acknowledged Memorial Day 2020 in
some unique fashion.
During April and May your Chapter conducted four Zoom meetings – two for the
Board of Officers meetings and two for your Chapter meetings. These went very well and I
encourage all to attend the next Chapter meeting via Zoom on June 8 th. We had a program
during the May meeting as Bob Anderson spoke about the Battle at Ramsour’s Mill. The
invitations are sent to all and the log-in procedures are straightforward. At least through
June this will be our Chapter meeting venue and Zoom may be a part of our meeting fabric
for months to come. So, please join other Chapter members when we meet in this fashion.
During the last month or so, I have made two new committee appointments. Mark
Hubbs will chair our Semiquincentennial Committee looking toward the Nation’s 250th
Birthday celebration in 2026. I know that 2026 is a long time off, but the US
Semiquincentennial Commission is already meeting and planning. And, we want to be a part
of state and local planning and event execution. So, Mark is reaching out to those already
involved and letting others know that we wish to participate in a meaningful way. Ken
Michel has agreed to be our DAR/CAR Liaison to assist in coordinating activities between all
groups as plans are put into place. One of our objectives this year is to increase contact and
coordination with other patriotic groups in order to increase the synergy across similar
organizations. Thank you Mark and Ken.
I have mentioned to the BOO and Chapter that we need to consider how we operate
when permitted back into the library which will almost certainly impose some meeting
restrictions.
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Minutes of previous meetings can now be found at: https://www.tvcsar.org/monthly-meeting-minutes.html
Continued from page 1
The same consideration applies to the 2020-2021 school
year where many of our supported programs reside. In each
of these cases we do not have many, if any, details, but
thinking about options provides us a kick start when
decisions are considered and made.
Thank you for your patience and support as we all
struggle with COVID-19. Review our Chapter website and
sign up for one or more committees and become a more
active member. We are, after all, a volunteer organization.
Your Chapter is moving forward, and for that I thank you.

Ray Livingston
See the message below from President General John T.
(Jack) Manning concerning the 2020 Congress:
Dear Compatriots:
The COVID-19 pandemic has certainly presented
challenges and cancellations this year. Regretfully, the
Executive Committee, pursuant to the authority granted to it
by the April 17, 2020 ballot vote of the Board of Trustees,
has concluded that the 2020 Annual Congress, originally
scheduled for Richmond, Virginia, must be canceled. The
Executive Committee waited as long as possible to see how
Virginia’s, and more specifically Richmond’s, reopening
plans would impact the Annual Congress. The continuing
restrictions enacted by governmental authorities concerning
meetings, dining and travel, as well as the health and safety
of our membership, has led the Executive Committee to
conclude that holding the Annual Congress in Richmond is
not possible. The Richmond Marriott, the designated
Annual Congress hotel, has been informed that the Congress
contract is terminated due to impossibility.
The Executive Committee understands that many State
Societies and Chapters have conducted successful meetings
electronically during this pandemic.
The Executive
Committee fully supports these efforts and encourages other
State Societies and Chapters to use alternative means to
continue the local recognition of our Patriot ancestors,
especially as the calendar moves closer to the Fourth of
July. The Executive Committee, meeting weekly since
March 20, 2020, and Congress Planning Committee

Chairman Paul Callanan, devoted considerable effort to
researching whether a “virtual” or “Zoom” Congress would
be feasible. However, Bylaw No. 17 of the Bylaws of the
National Society of the Sons of the American Revolution
does not permit the National Society to hold a Congress by
“alternative means.” Therefore, the Executive Committee
has reached the conclusion that there will be no Annual
Congress held in 2020. This is not only consistent with what
other similar organizations, such as the American Legion,
have determined this year, but with our own precedent
concerning both the 1918 and 1945 Annual Congresses.
No Annual Congress means there will be no election for
General Officers, Vice Presidents General, Trustees, or
Alternate Trustees in 2020. Pursuant to the National
Society’s bylaws,
current Lewellen
GeneralJones
Officers, Vice
Jamiethe
Stanley
Presidents General, Trustees, and Alternate Trustees will
continue in their present positions until July 2021.
What does this mean for Districts and State Societies? As
the Vice President General, Trustee and Alternate Trustee
are National Society offices, the presently serving individuals
will remain in office. Vacancies in these positions may be
filled according to the National Society’s governing
documents, however, because no election will be held in
2020, any individual filling a vacancy will not be a member
of the Board of Trustees unless elected to such at the July
2019 Congress.
What does this mean for General Officer candidates? As
there will be no elections in 2020, all individuals wishing to
run for General Office will be required to seek nomination
through the normal nominating procedure. Candidates for
National Office will be permitted to announce their
candidacy ten days after the 2020 Annual Congress would
have ended (Saturday, July 25, 2020).
What does this mean for National Committees? Committee
Chairs should submit their annual report by no later than
July 1, 2020. The National Society will publish an electronic
report book, available to all members on Share file, detailing
the General Officer and Committee operations for 20192020, by the end of July 2020. Committees wishing to meet
during the summer should reach out to either their General
Officer liaison or the Executive Director.
What does this mean for my hotel reservation in
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Richmond? Congress Planning Chairman Callanan will
handle canceling room reservations which are part of the
SAR “block.” The Richmond Marriott or the Richmond
Hilton will send out a cancelation verification email on or
after June 1, 2020. If you made your own reservation using
Marriott BonVoy, Hilton Honors, another travel program or
made reservations using a discounted rate (e.g. military,
government, AAA, etc.), you must cancel your own
reservation. Questions, concerns, difficulties with the hotel
may be referred to Chairman Callanan (ltcmrsc@aol.com)
who will help work the issue.
As with all of you, Sheila and I enjoy attending the Annual
Congress to see our friends, participate in the youth
competitions, and enjoy the fellowship with our compatriots
and family. The members of the Executive Committee feel
the same. Notwithstanding canceling the Annual Congress is
the correct decision based on the factors outlined above. It is
certainly my goal to continue moving the Sons of the
American Revolution forward during the coming year. More
details will be disseminated as they become available. I urge
all trustees and alternate trustees to attend the virtual
Trustees meeting scheduled for May 30, 2020 at 2:00 p.m.

Jack Manning
President General
National Society Sons of the American Revolution
www.sar.org
You can read Jack’s daily history event at:
blog.alssar.org
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Bob Baccus presented Taps for residents at
Redstone Village on Memorial Day.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!
Paul Allan Gibbs
(Patriot: John Gibbs)
James Robert Watson, Jr.
(Patriot: Micah Mixon)
William Edward Gabriel Cassell
(Patriot: Louis Lavergne)
David Bailey Cassell
(Patriot: Francis Barrott)
Allie Cavett Swann
(Patriot: Richard Cavett)
Joseph Scott Haynes
(Patriot: George Sparkman)
Gideon James Haston Haynes
(Patriot: George Sparkman)

The Valley Patriot

June/July 2020

Page 4

Book Review
Long, Obstinate, and Bloody: The Battle of Guilford Courthouse (2009)
Lawrence Babits and Joshua Howard
Those interested in the southern campaign of the American Revolutionary War might want to
read Long, Obstinate, and Bloody: The Battle of Guilford Courthouse, published in 2009 by the University
of North Carolina Press. Authored by Lawrence Babits, a retired history professor at East Carolina
University, and Joshua Howard, a researcher with the North Carolina State Archives, this 300-page
work provides a detailed, but readable, review of the tactics, impact, and personalities associated with
this key battle.
Especially noteworthy is the authors' extensive use of primary records, including letters, memoirs,
diaries, pension records, artifacts, and official records from both the American and British perspectives. Moreover, the 16-page bibliography of books and articles contains a treasure trove of specialized
works for those wanting to "dig deep" into North Carolina's role in the southern campaign.
The work assesses the battle at the battalion level and provides a much improved understanding
of generalizations often heard about the battle. Did the first line consisting of North Carolina militia
really panic as often suggested? Was this battle greatly impacted by the fact that both commanders,
Greene and Cornwallis, could not see much of the actual fighting? Were the greater casualties by the
British compensated by the large AWOL rate suffered by Greene immediately after the battle?
The end of the work is fascinating to the history buff. It reviews what happened after the war to
several of the principal characters at Guilford. There are many surprises, including the continued
prominence of Cornwallis in British government; the demise of Tarleton; the rise and fall of "Light
Horse Harry" Lee (Robert E's father); and the subsequent key role at Yorktown by General O'Hara, Cornwallis' principal subordinate at
Guilford.
This book was the winner of the Army Historical Foundation's Distinguished Book Award in Battle History. A review in the Journal
of Southern History says this work has "cleared away 200 years of conjecture" about this important event.

Dr. Jess Brown
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