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The Oddbal

Triumph Rescue / British Wiring Tech Session April 11 at
Triumph Rescue, Bally, PA
from 10am to 2pm. See flyer
at the end of the newsletter.
William Thomas Roadsters is
having a Tech Session on
Sunday April 26th at 10:30 at
his location 843 Route 12
West, Frenchtown NJ 08825
Spring Run will be held in
mid May. The date has not
yet been finalized.
Touch of England will be on
Saturday, June 13, 2015 with
a “rain date” of Sunday, June
14. 2015. See attached flyer.
Veterans Show July 11th.
This is a free show to honor
our veterans. Details coming.
Ice Cream Run TBD
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Fallfest for 2015 will take
place on Sunday Sept 20th. It
will take place in Summit, NJ.
Keep watching for details.
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Mission
NJTA has been established for the enjoyment and
preservation of the Triumph automobile. NJTA is
open to all owners of Triumph autos and to those interested in the Triumph brand.

Contact List
Ray Homiski
908-418-2253 : TR3RAY@gmail.com
Cliff Besett
718-442-1756 : Cliffwizard@aol.com
Ken Blair
973-625-5469 : GT6Ken@gmail.com
Ron Weinger
908-575-7064 : sheron@worldnet.att.net
Lillian Blair
Debra Lipp
freyacrue@aol.com
Glenn Schwenker
Gschwenker@verizon.net
Peter Nelson
Eric Boehm
Art Wildman
awildman1@verizon.net
Ray Homiski
908-418-2253 : TR3RAY@gmail.com

Allen Rosenberg 732-742-4642
Steve Bodenweiser 610-207-7651

The New Jersey Triumph Association is a local chapter of the Vintage Triumph Register, the Triumph
Sports Owners Association and the Triumph Register
of America.
Membership dues are $25 for the first year’s registration which includes the official NJTA club pin. Renewal membership dues are $20 annually thereafter.
Dues are to be submitted by April of each year. This
entitles you to participate in all club activities, meetings and elections. You will also receive the Club
newsletter, The Coventry Chronicle, in which you are
able to post free classified ads for a run of three
months. You can find the membership form on the
last page of this newsletter.
The Coventry Chronicle is the official publication of
the New Jersey Triumph Association and is published
monthly.
Technical material is provided for reference only and
should be utilized advisedly.
Opinions expressed are those of the
contributors or correspondents and
are not those of the New Jersey Triumph Association,
its members or its officers or advisors.
Visit us at our web site
www.njtriumphs.org
Please submit articles, letters and information to the
Coventry Chronicle Editor
Ray Homiski
P.O. Box 6
Gillette, NJ 07933
e-mail
TR3RAY@gmail.com

President’s Message
By Ray Homiski

The main show dates and venues
are set. Now all we need is you. The A
Touch of England show (TOE) will be as
usual at the Hermitage in Ho-Ho-Kus, NJ
on June 13 with a rain date on the 14th.
This year we will feature an all new trophy that should really make the show
stand out. We also have some new volunteers helping to produce this show
with member Eric Boehm taking the lead.
We hope to make this year our best yet.
Next up after A Touch of England
will be our Veterans’ show on July 11th.
This year we are teaming up with the Military Transport Club who will go in half
with us on sponsorship and expenses.
This will bring this show up to another
level this year. We are proud to not only
produce this show admission free but
also provide both our attendees and veterans with door prizes and trophies. Over
the last few years this show has grown
and the donations along with the vehicles
have provided the veterans with a well
needed break from their routine.
The final show of the year, Fallfest,
is one we co-sponsor with both the MG
and Healey clubs. Over the last few
years we have been in and out of a few
venues for various reasons. We have
been trying to find something that suits
the clubs’ image and I believe we have it
this year. Our new venue will be in Summit, NJ where their annual car show in
the fall takes place. The show draws big
crowds and many great cars of all types
and origins. This year we have been invited to participate as a separate show
but running side by side with theirs. This
allows us to run our Fallfest as we have

always. We will be in charge of the entire
event from our perspective and yet benefit
from the other show by our side. All the
details are being worked out but the date
has been set as September 20th with a
rain date of the 27th. I really think this time
it will be our best effort and attendance
should be at a record level.
This does not mean we will not have
other events this year. We will still have
our Spring and Fall runs. Our Ice Cream
run is still on tap for this Summer. There
are also special events under consideration like so many we had done last season.
None of this would be possible without our unselfish volunteers. Cliff Besett
has been a fantastic counselor during all of
this. He is also the driving force behind our
Veterans’ show.
After many years of heading up our
Touch of England show, Emery Duell has
taken a less active role but is still with us
for consultation and help as needed. We
are very grateful for all his help in the past
and hope for his continued support. This
year, Eric Boehm will lead the effort with a
team of volunteers that will be duly recognized after the event.
The Fallfest show has been a challenge over the last few years. Through it all
our show leader, Al Rosenberg, has
stayed with it. This year he opened a relationship with the township of Summit who
has an existing car show. There is a lot of
preparation that goes into each and every
show. We are always seeking volunteers
to help with set up and day of show activities. If you can spare some time, it will be
greatly appreciated. Just contact me if you
are able to help.

The Oddball
Perhaps the name is not fitting.
Still there are those who will take a classic car and use their creativity to turn it
into a personal work of art. It may not be
to my taste but who am I to judge. Take
a look through this newsletter. Some of
our members dig up these gems to
share with us all. Some I stumble across
while others just jump out at me.
From our cover with side wheel
continentals to gull winged Spitfires. Enjoy them here as you may never see
them in real life. I also notice that the
pension for modification seems to gravitate towards the Spitfire / GT6 models.
That does not mean other models are
exempt but the Spits seem to be the favorite.

The Oddball
Continued

Editorial & Response
By Ray Homiski

I have written about my mechanical
ability in the past. Although I do not claim
to be a professional mechanic, I can hold
my own when working on my car. That
skill basically came upon me as I was
growing up and having to maintain all of
my own cars. I have also pretty much
maintained my own home most of my
life. That is my mechanical resume.
Since my foray into the Triumph
arena I found myself more than capable
of handling the mechanical gremlins that
come up from time to time. Even when I
run into something new, I seem to find
someone in the club who has come
across this issue in the past. I can comprehend their advice and carry it out.
My point is that I keep reading in
car magazines and periodicals dated
from the 60s & early 70s that American
car buyers feared imported cars because
they were complicated and there were no
mechanics that would work on them. I
find that line of thinking hard to believe.

tors scared mechanics back then to refuse
working on those cars. To that I say bunk! If
I can make sense of these with the use of
the owners manual then any good mechanic surely can.
This means it must have been something else that turned people against import
cars. I am not sure what it was but it is my
belief that the oily bits under the bonnet or
other parts could not be the cause.
If I were a conspiracy person, I might
think that US auto dealerships might just
have scared prospective buyers by spreading the rumor of how hard the imports were
to work on and the difficulty in getting parts.
Still I believe it was something else. In fact I
know it was.
As the sixties moved on, we began to
see another import car that began to take
hold. At first they were laughed at and ridiculed. Cheap junk was what I heard and I
began to believe it when I saw fairly new
ones rusting out.

I began to watch for them, styling was
poor and materials were even worse but
they began to show one quality that everyone noticed. They ran forever even if not
properly taken care of. Then I noticed some
styling changes that mimicked American &
British cars. They looked like fastback Mustangs (see 1976 Toyota Corolla). Some
I understand that the average perlooked like Jaguar E Series (see Datsun
son does not want to change their oil,
240 Z) and then the Lotus Elan (Mazda Mispark plugs, filters or even troubleshoot
ata). Yes, the Japanese had arrived on our
other mechanical problems. That does
shore and things would never be the same.
not excuse in my mind that any competent mechanic could handle these tasks. I Funny thing is that many of them had the
same engine styles with the dual carburetor
have even heard that the dual carbureMy experience with my 1960 TR3A
is that it is pretty basic and simple to
work on. After owning a series of American iron during my life and working on
them, the Triumph seems very basic by
comparison.

Editorial & Response
By Ray Homiski

set up. I guess that design did not scare
folks any longer as they began to sell like
hot cakes.
The British car industry began to
react by consolidating. First BMC then
British Leyland started consuming make
after make of British cars. This was an
attempt to react to the coming onslaught
of the Japanese invasion. The Americans just relied on their technology and
ability to make and sell cars by the
bunch. Still, the Japanese brands began
to eat into the market share bit by bit.

dustry. Slowly the smaller makers faded
into obscurity and then the big British Leyland fell. Since fuel costs and reliability
were paramount in the European markets,
the Japanese cars just walked right in and
were accepted with open arms. Of course,
labor strife helped the process along but
anyone buying a British car back then knew
what quality issues meant. Knobs and mirrors fell off. Plastics cracked and engines
leaked or worse.

On this side of the ocean the manufacturers began to catch on and smaller
cars began to appear but quality was still
an issue. Many of us had first hand experiThe next blow came from the oil
ence of this. Not only did the cars not last
industry. Remember the news, long gas
but major items broke. My own experience
lines and the talk that it was all due to
with my brand new 1975 Dodge Charger.
dwindling oil. Oil shortage was the cry
Within one and a half years of ownership
and we were told that we have used up
the spark plug wires failed, 4 tires belts
the planet’s oil and would have to get
used to less supply and higher cost. Well snapped, and it had electrical issues. Then
it got serious, it failed inspection for polluat least half of that was true. The prices
sure did go up but supply has never been tion and finally the front torsion bar
snapped and the car dropped to the
an issue since.
ground. The dealer was not very helpful
either. Things got ugly and I decided to get
Back to our Japanese friends. Not
rid of the car.
only did their cars last long, they were
small and light and great for fuel econoFast forward to today. There seems
my. While American cars got bigger and
to be no shortage of restoration shops that
and they along with the British cars sufwill gladly work on your vintage British imfered from quality issues, the Japanese
port. Perhaps these shops gained this
cars improved year by year. By the time
both recognized the threat, it was to late. knowledge through osmosis but I think not.
I believe they just started pretty much like I
did, they may have worked at a gas station,
The American manufacturers figauto shop in high school or through conured they would just wait them out. After
tinuing education.
all, they were the biggest auto manufacturers in the world. Surely that would proThe poor quality cars purchased
tect them from any long term issues. The
same could not be said for the British in- years ago have been turned into machines

Editorial & Response
By Ray Homiski

that are far superior to any built back in
the day. In fact, many of our restored
British cars are much better in both build,
paint and overall quality then they were
ever manufactured with, but that is the
nature of the hobby.
No one wants to go back to the day
when you had to open the hood (bonnet)
of the car every time you wanted to go
somewhere. Sure it was a great anti-theft
device but you pretty much had to plan
time into your ride to allot for the unplanned maintenance that might just be
needed.

course, money is still an object but availability is no longer an issue.
Let’s talk paint, something I know
very little about. What I do know is that today's paints are more durable, shine better,
apply easier and are safer to use. Of
course they are a bit more expensive. By a
bit more I mean I hear things like $500 to
$1000 a gallon. Yes, a gallon. This sort of
takes this out of the hands of an amateur
pretty quickly as no one wants to learn by
doing at $1000 a gallon.

Bottom line, if you wish, you can turn
your classic Triumph into a car every bit as
reliable as one of today’s cars. You can !
Although I like to keep my car as
Pretty much every part is available if you
original as possible, many like to make
wish for a new or better one. Becoming a
small upgrades like electronic ignitions,
member of our club has shown me this
radial tires, electric fuel pumps and an
assortment of after market items that im- many times over. Visiting our members’
restoration shops brings this all home.
prove the reliability measurably. The fluids we use today are far superior to those They make real what you can dream about
with your car. I guess I can say, it is a great
back then.
time to be a classic car owner. I only wish I
had all the talents and skills of our many
There is an array of reproduction
members. Still, I have at my disposal all of
parts available with overnight delivery
your combined talents as part of this club.
that makes it easier than ever to purchase and maintain your classic. There
is that part that no one has reproduced
yet but keep your eyes open on the internet and you will find it. As an example,
one of the front bumper brackets on my
car was seriously bent to the point that I
could not repair it. No one reproduces
those so I went out on Craigslist and
found one and better yet, the owner
needed something I had so no money
changed hands outside of shipping
charges. All of this adds up to us being
able to keep our cars in top shape. Of

What’s New?
I had the chance to view this 1958 TR3A
before it went up for for sale on eBay. Sold
for $9,100 although it needed a complete
interior and the outside was a bit wavy.

This beautiful 1980 TR7 sold on eBay
for $4,311. It had a rebuilt engine and
trans. I do like the racing stripe, I believe it adds to its overall appearance.

Unusual color combo called triple black, this 1973 TR6 is gorgeous. It went up for auction
with a starting bid of $14, 500
but did not get one bid.
Here was a 1968 TR250 that went up on
eBay for a starting bid of $15, 750. After
it went up the price dropped and it looked
like it sold. Then a bit later it reappeared
with a starting bid of $14, 750 and it does
not look like it sold at that price. The photos make it look a lot better than it was.

What’s New?
By now you have received your membership renewal form. If you have not already done so, please renew and
maintain your membership with our club.
The renewal is due back by May 1st. I
hope to find each of you renewing for another event packed year. I also hope you
can convince others that you know to join
us.
Member Rick Ladd spotted this
photo of a Triumph Spitfire with Gull Wing
doors. Just when you thought you had
seen it all.

Again member Rick Ladd has a
sharp eye for the unusual and unique Triumph stuff. Take a look at this TR6 he
found for sale on Craigslist. Note that
this person really liked the white color as
the frame and engine block were both
painted the color of the car.

What’s New?

Historic Bits

Historic Bits
Continued

Historic Bits
Continued

Historic Bits
Continued

Technical Q & A
There were no technical questions
given to me this past month. What I do
receive are several questions on who I
would recommend to either fix this part or
that. It typically comes in from the dark,
no warning, no preview. It will take the
following form.
Can you recommend someone who
can repair my widget?
My response is typically. Tell me
where you live so I can consult someone
nearby for a recommendation.
At this point half respond and half
do not. I am left wondering did this person
go away angry or just find someone on
their own.
I have contacted some of you for
such recommendations and I typically get
a response that I pass along. Some of
these have lead to a new member others
never respond after my reply. You see,
many of these questions come from folks
who see our web site and are seeking
help. Some purchased a new car while
others are thinking of a purchase. All in all
I try to help. We even had a person contact me from California who wanted to find
a repair person in NJ as their daughter
was moving here with her Triumph and
wanted a recommendation. I gave one
and it worked out.
I am thinking of creating some kind
of reference guide for these types of
questions. I am open to suggestions on
how to go about this. I don’t get tons of
these questions but enough to make such

a list a valuable asset. Please give it some
thought and give me your suggestion.
Thanks
Ray Homiski
TR3RAY@gmail.com

Classifieds
Remember, as a member of the NJTA you are entitled to a free posting on classifieds
for 3 months running. Dig out your garage and send photos, description and contact
information to me at TR3RAY@gmail.com and I will get it listed in the next issue.
Member Pat Cyrgalis is selling the
following items.
1973 TR6
Grille $75
Steering Wheel $80
Dashboard $200
New Rug Kit $175
Contact Pat at...
Email pcyrgalis@gmail.com
phone 917 509 4718

Regalia

These items all have the club logo emblazoned upon them. We will be doing more in
the area of regalia so keep a sharp eye out for updated information. The Regalia Director Art Wildman (awildman1@verizon.net ) can be contacted should you want to purchase
any of these items.

Item
T -Shirts
Blue

Green

Gray

Polo Shirts
Gray
Red
Black
Blue
Denim Shirt
Blue
Seat Belt Pad
Red
Blue
Patches
Cars Logo
No Cars Logo
Badges
Cars Logo
License Plate
Frame
Owners Log Book

Size

Price

Medium
Large
2X Large
3X Large
Medium
Large
2X Large
Medium
Large
3X Large

$ 8.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.00

Medium
Medium
Medium
Medium

$ 28.00
$ 28.00
$ 28.00
$ 28.00

Medium
X Large
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–

$ 28.00
$ 28.00
$ 5.00
$ 5.00
$ 1.00
$ 1.00
$ 8.00

–

$ 1.00

–

$ 10.00

Regalia
The NJTA is now selling a new exciting tee shirt. Although it does not have the
NJTA logo it is a very good looking item. We sold about 25 at a recent meeting. That is
good by any measure, so I think we have a hit on our hands. Right now it is available in
three colors. Royal Blue, Navy Blue and Black. The member price is $10 so get yours
now. Order from our Regalia Director George Wildman (awildman1@verizon.net ).
See example below.

Regalia
The NJTA has another set of new items for our regalia. You can purchase T
shirts & sweats with the new design below. We also have new hats with the TRIUMPH
logo as shown on the previous page shirts. Order from our Regalia Director George
Wildman (awildman1@verizon.net ).
See example below.

Events
Check out the Events section of our web site and this newsletter to be up to date on the latest
gatherings, both club and non-club sponsored. We really like to see new members and cars at our
shows no matter the condition or age of the car. Please try and attend one of the club meetings at the
Chimney Rock Inn in Gillette NJ. It happens each month (Except December) on the 4th Tuesday of
that month and starts at 7:30 PM. It is a great venue, you have dinner, talk cars, watch presentations
and share information about Triumph cars. You don’t need an invitation. Drop in, bring a friend and
enjoy your club and all it has to offer.

Have you visited the NJTA web
page lately. It has been updated with
many events that are NJTA sponsored
and others that are not. All NJTA events
start out with the NJTA abbreviation on
the calendar. Take a look.
http://www.njtriumphs.org/shows--events.html

Triumph Rescue Tech Session
Saturday, Apr 11, 2015. Time 10 am to 2
pm. Lunch to be provided. RSVP needed. Location 617 Walnut St Bally, PA
19503. Click below for more details.
http://www.triumphrescue.com/index.php/
news-and-events/58-annual-open-houseand-tech-session.html

March 21, 2015 Saturday 10:00 AM

William Thomas Roadsters is having a Tech Session on Sunday April 26th
at 10:30.
The session will consist of reviewing and discussing “Spring Pre-flight Inspection”. You will get a useful handout
that can be folded up in a glove boxes.
It’s a straightforward check list of things
that should be looked at prior to driving
your British car for the first time of the
season or each time thereafter. After the
checklist is gone through and discussed
in detail, The session will open to a general technical Q&A session. with the entire thing to last 1.5-2.0 hours.
The club address is 843 Route 12
West, Frenchtown NJ 08825. Suite 22B.
Parking in the courtyard. You can also
check out the PGC web site so they have
an idea of what the place looks like.

Annual Motorcar Garage Open House
and Tech Session
Please join me and fellow area British car
club members for my annual shop Open
House and Tech Session. Donuts and
coffee will be served.
This year’s Tech Session will discuss
common problem areas and what to look
for during an inspection.
Let hope for some nice early spring
weather so we’ll see more British cars out
for the day.
www.motorcar-garage.com
42 N Pine Ave
Maple Shade, NJ
856-667-6657

http://www.performancegarageclub.com/

Events
Continued
The MG Car Club Central Jersey Centre,
Inc presents Britfest 2015. At Horseshoe
Lake Succasunna NJ on May 2nd. Click
on link below to view flyer.
http://nebula.wsimg.com/5fe6b7514f73b0
d9e1c801a06dbaa059?AccessKeyId=A4
F5C7A89ECE1FA297B5&disposition=0&
alloworigin=1
It's that time of year again to get the word
out about the Cars and Motorcycles of
England show. You might remember the
previous version, The Brits are Back at
Hope Lodge.
This years show is on Saturday, May
30th, at Oakbourne Mansion, in Westtown Pennsylvania.
Click on link below for details
Steve Klein
Delaware Valley Triumphs club
klassiccar@aol.com
http://www.dvtr.org/CMoE.html;jsessionid
=B4C461F44809CC4176D41D1D1DCE0
E7C

June 7th - 2015
20TH RED MILL BRITISH CAR DAY,
Clinton, NJ - CLUB EVENT
Sponsored by the M.G. Drivers Club of
North America to benefit the Red Mill Museum Village, 56 Main Street, Clinton, NJ
08809 site of the show. Limited to 100
pre-registered British vehicles due to the
size of the show grounds. Info and application contact: Richard Miller 908-7136251, e-mail mgdriversclub@hotmail.com
or website: www.mgdriversclub.com.

New or Renewing

Membership Form

You may use this form to either begin a new or renew your membership in The New Jersey Triumph Association. The NJTA is the premier Northeastern U.S. car club dedicated to the preservation, historical archiving
and educating the public about Standard Motors Triumph Automobiles.
To start or renew your membership, please select the correct box below and fill out the form completely.
Please print clearly and fill out the entire form even if you are an existing member as information changes
over time and we need to keep current to allow you to receive all the benefits of your membership.

New Member $25

Renewing Member $20
Make your check payable to

The New Jersey Triumph Association
P.O. Box 6
Gillette, NJ 07933-0006
This membership includes you and a family member so please include that information below when filling
out this form.

Name(s)_________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
Phone # ( _____)______________ (optional)
E-mail _____________________________________________
Year and model Triumph(s) owned
________________________________________________________________
There have been requests to have the roster available to the membership only. At the
minimum, we will only print name, town, state and cars owned. If you do not
want the following information included please check the appropriate box.
Do NOT include phone number in roster ________
Do NOT include full address in roster ________
(only town and state will be included)
Do NOT include e-mail address ________

