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Small but mighty: Floating wetlands ready to battle
pollution in South Bethany canals

Maddy Lauria, Delaware News Journal  Published 5:05 p.m. ET June 19, 2018 | Updated 5:22 p.m. ET June 19, 2018

Along the hardened edges of the canals in South Bethany, marsh grasses nestled into man-made platforms
promise to do some damage to the nutrient pollution known to cause icky algae and fish kills.

The floating wetlands installed by volunteers from South Bethany (http://www.southbethany.org/) and the
Delaware Center for the Inland Bays (https://www.inlandbays.org/) on Tuesday are small compared to the
footprint of the canals, which wind among multimillion-dollar homes fronting on the poorly flushed system.

(Photo: Staff Photo by Megan Small as they may be, 130 mini man-made wetland mats have the potential to make a dent in the pollution
Raymond) plaguing the canals, while also providing new shelter and habitat for fish, crabs and shrimp that will soon
congregate on their underwater root systems.

“The purpose is primarily to improve water quality," said Marianne Walch, the center's science and restoration coordinator. "The plants wilFtdlesngen

nitrogen and phosphorous and incorporate those nutrients into their roots. At the end of the season, those plants will be harvested, so all of the nitrogen

and phosphorus will be removed." PHOTOS: South Bethany Beach
installs floating wetlands

In poorly flushed systems like the residential canals where the wetlands are being placed along the bulkhead borders, excess nitrogen and phosphorous

can spell disaster (https://www.inlandbays.org/about-the-bays/state-of-the-inland-bays-2016/) for aquatic plants and animals. Those nutrients can

enhance algae blooms, which worsen on hot summer days, and take up the oxygen so there is none left for the wildlife in those waters.

Most of the pollution comes from non-point sources, Walch said, such as stormwater runoff and runoff from residential lawns.

"These water quality problems didn't occur overnight, and they're not going to get cured overnight," Walch said.

https://www.delawareonline.com/story/news/local/2018/06/19/floating-wetlands-beauti... 6/21/2018
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